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PREFACE 
BY | 


THE TRANSLATOR. - 


Neazry a century has now elapſed, ſince” 


the collection of Eaſtern Tales, ſo well known 
among us by the title of Arabian Nights En- 
tertainments, was firſt offered to the curioſi- 


ty and admiration of Europe. The roman- 
ces of knight-errantry had then loſt that po- 
pularity which they held for ages, and had 
been ridiculed into diſrepute. 'The rage for 


amuſement had indeed called forth another ſpe- 
cies of fictitious writings; but a ſpecies which 
unhappily poſſeſſed neither the wild dignity of 
the Romance, nor diſplaygd that aſſemblage of 


the characters, manners, and incidents of fa- 
miliar life, which confers a value on our beſt mo- 


dern Novels. Moſt of thoſe compoſitions were 
vile effuſions of prurient dulneſs, whoſe perfee- 
tion con iced in detailing the intricacies, and un- 
veiling the looſer ſcenes of licentious intrigue. 
* he v wanton epiſodes of Arioſto, and the lewd, 
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though witty tales of Boccace, were imitated, 
till the ſame ſchool produced the low and al- 
moſt infipid obſcenities of a Behn, a Manley, 
and a Heywood. Such books were, however, 
calculated, almoſt excluſively, for the debauchee 
and the woman of pleaſure: and ſomething 
was therefore wanted for the entertainment of 
thoſe, who choſe to withdraw the mind occa- 
fionally from the realities of life, yet were un- 
willing to debaſe imagination, by turning it to 
dwell on the brutal groſſneſs of ſenſual indul- 

gence. | 


Ix thoſe Eaſtern Tales were prefented to the 
European public, at a ſeaſon which ſeems to have 
been peculiarly favourable for their reception; 
there was, however, ſtill more in their character 
than in the circumſtances of the time, to recom- 
mend them to that eager and general intereſt ö 
which they immediately commanded among all 
claſſes of readers. The ſtyle in which they 
were written, and the artifice by which they 
were interwoven together, were, if not abſo- 
lutely new, yet ſtrange and uncommon. For, 
although the ſtories in Ovid's books of Meta- 
morphoſes, be connected by means, which, at 
leaſt in lightneſs and inſuſſiciency for the pur- 


yoſc of e . Ito a whole, bear 
ſome 
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3 
Ty Pa, ry . be — 
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ſome reſemblance to the ſlender thread by 
which the narratives of the Thouſand and One 
Nights are feebly and awkwardly held together; 
and although Chaucer's Canterbury tales, the 
multiplicity of broken adventures ftrangely _ 
jumbled together in the Orlando Furioſo, and, 
almoſt equally, the half-Gothic, half-claſſical 
fabric of Spencer's Fairy Queen, betray a truly 
Oriental unſtilfulneſs in the art of Arrangement: 
Yet,, with theſe works, the more paſſionate 
readers of the Arabian Nights Entertainments 
were, for the moſt part, little acquainted ; and, 
where there was ſo much novelty in ſo many 
other reſpeCts, a ſmall Difference in Structure 
was, by the effect of aſſociation, naturally in- 
creaſed greatly above its real. magnitude. 
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Tax manners and cuſtoms exhibited in thoſe 
55 Tales, were at the ſame time much more 


ſtrange and ſingular, than the artleſſneſs of 
their connection, or the tedious copiouſneſs of 
narrative which diſtinguiſhed them. Beauties, 
cooped up together by ſcores, or perhaps hun- 
dreds, in a Haram, all for the amuſement of 
one man; and he often indifferent, feeble, 
old, and fitter to repoſe in the grave or the hoſ- 
pital, than to riot on the nuptial couch: Fef- 
tive entertaĩiments, unenlivened by the ſpright- 
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ly gaieties of the fair ſex, or the cheering in- 

fluence of wine: Wives wearing drawers and 
trouſers like their huſbands, and men arrayed 
in looſe robes like their wives, yet at the ſame 
time cheriſhing, as ſo many goats, each a ve- 
nerable length of beard : Paſtry-cooks making 
ſuch a figure in ſociety, as if the perfection 


of human art were diſplayed in the compo- 


ſition of a cream-tart or a pye: The art of 
writing eſteemed, ſingly, a qualification fitting 
thoſe ſkilled in it for the moſt dignified offices 
in civil life, as if the ſmalleſt poſſible portion 


of intellect were not adequate to the formation 


of the letters in the alphabet, and the joining 
of theſe into words and lines: Ablutions per- 
formed, many times a day, and, at every diffe- 


rent time, as ſcrupulouſly as Swift's S/rephore 
_ walhed himſelf, when he was to mount the 


bed of his angel-C3/ze +; Prayers repeated by all 
ranks, with ſeri9us devotion, almoſt as often. 
in the day, as our men of faihion call upon 
their Maker in contemptucus ſcorn, or in idle 


mexrriment: The Code of Religion almoſt as 


frequently and fondly quoted, as our profeſſed 


_ wits introduce flily into their converſation re 


repartecs from Joe Miller, or original anecdotes: 
from the Tell- Lale: Judicial aſtrology. conſti- 
tuting the great rule of human liſe, and every 

p 1 | man 


the world, having their fortunes ſubjected to 
the capricious influence of this or that ſtar — 
All theſe phænomena are ſo remote from the 
cuſtoms and manners of Europe, that, when 
exhibited as entering into the ordinary fyſtem 
of human affairs, they could not fail to confer, 
in our eyes, a conſiderable ſhare of amuſive 
novelty on the characters and events * 
which they were connected. 


Yer, it is probable that the machinery con- 
tributed, more than any other particular in 
their character, to obtain to the Arabian Nights 
Entertainments, the preference over moſt of the 


mon in Europe at the time of their firſt appear- 


ſticks, —and with little viewleſs elves, dan- 


on the green, or, in their greateſt ſplendour 
and feſtivity, only lighting up, for. their mid- 
night revels, the deſerted hall of ſome ruinous 
alle, It has been obſerved, I think, by Dr 
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man and woman, as ſurely as they come into 


other works of imagination which were com- 


ance. Magicians, Genies, Fairies, Lamps, 
Rings, and other Taliſmans, dance in ſuch 
profuſion through thoſe volumes, as could not 
but make the reader wonder and ſtare, who was 
acquainted only with witches mounted on broom- 


-cing occaſionally by moon-light, in ſmall circles' 


— * 
: 4 2 Cod n n ** enen , . Ne 2 CCC a i T—ↄ—ↄↄ . . OO Oe Os Ae Ne DES, 
N =. bo Ts * . — OI 0 r J + ob a a et ara n 2 C 
C — — reg age Bet — tore ß mg ns a ou Ir EG Rs Ae ot Ai — r 
T2 n er — N 8 = — — * J — cj 1 * * — — OOO 1 ” n P 2 —— = 614) Ra — 
ES cot TEAS — SY * IL 9 8 ; 2 2 2 FO ENES > a nad 


Hawkeſworth, 
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Hawkeſworth, in ſome one of the firſt numbers 
of the Adventurer, that theſe Tales pleaſe, be- 
cauſe, even their machinery, wild and wonder- 
ful as it is, has its laws, and the Magicians 
and Enchanters perform nothing but what was 
to be naturally expeQed from ſuch beings, af- 


ter we had once granted them exiſtence, and 
dignified them with power. But, I ſhould ra- 
ther ſuppoſe that the very contrary is the truth 


of the fact. It is farely the ſtrangeneſs, the 


unknown nature, the anomalous character of 


the ſupernatural agents here employed, that 
enables them to operate ſo powerfully on our 
hopes, fears, curioſities, ſympathies, and, in 
ſhort, on all the feelings of our hearts. We 
ſee men and women, who poſſeſs qualities to 
recommend them to our favour, ſubjected to 
the influence of beings whofe good or ill will, 
power or weakneſs, attention or neglect, are 
regulated by motives and circumſtances which 
we cannot comprehend: and hence, we natur- 
ally tremble for their fate, with the ſame anxi- 
ous concern, as we ſhouid for a friend wander- 


ing, in a dark night, amidſt torrents and, pre- 


cipices,—or preparing to land on a-ſtrange 
iſland, while he knew not whether he ſhould 
be received, on the ſhore, by cannibals wait- 
ing to tear him picce-meal, and deyour him, — 

or 


— 
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or by gentle beings, diſpoſed to eri him 


with fond hofpitality. Give the human agents 


whom you employ, qualities to command good 


will and eſteem; let their manners be natural, 


and their fentiments the genuine effuſions 'of 
the human heart, i in fuch circumſtances as thoſe 


they are placed in; and then, perhaps, the 


more ſingular their adventures, the wilder the 
ſcenes in which they are expoſed, the more 


capricious the beings to whoſe power they are 


ſubjected, and the more ſeemingly inadequate 


the means by which all the changes in their 


fate are accompliſhed ; ſo much the more ir- 
reſiſtibly will they engage, and tranſport, and 
chain down the attention, and ſway the paſſions 
of the ſpectator, or the reader. 


Ap to theſe ED that, beſide the 
advantages which they ſeem to derive from the 


ſtrangeneſs of their texture, and from the novel- 


ty and marvellous nature of the objects which 
they exhibit; thoſe Eaſtern Tales poſſeſs great 
real merit of another ſpecies. At times, even 
amid the florid verboſity conſpicuous in them, 
as in other Oriental compoſitions, they afford 
| pleaſing deſcriptions of the ſcenes of external 
nature. The moſt agitated workings of the 
human heart are often diſplayed in them, with 
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a 1 Being a collection, they « eon- 
tain a medley of comic, tragic, and heroic © 


adventures, the very number and variety of 
which -muſt neceſſarily give them conſiderable 


power to pleaſe. And, I know not if even the 
gold, jewels, pearls, rubies, emeralds, the bales 
of rich ſtuffs, and ſuperb pellices, the crowded 
kans, luxurious gardens, and apartments beyond 
deſcription ſumptuous, which are ſo liberally la- 
viſhed through thoſe Tales, and ſo oftentati- 
ouſly deſcribed wherever they occur, have not 


inſenſibly a greater influence in dazzling and 
amuſing the mind of the reader, than perhaps 
che pupil of taſte will be willing to allow. 
| Such are the tales which I remember to have 


eagerly preferred, in the days of childiſh credu- 
lity, to the Seven Wonders of the World, the 


Adventures of Jack the Giant-Killer, the Story 


of the Seven Wiſe Maſters, and even to the 
Hiſtory of the Nine Worthies: — And ſuch 


ſeem to be the more ſtriking peculiarities in 
their character, by which they have pleaſed, and 


Till continue to pleaſe, almoſt all ages, al 
ranks, and all FOO ee: 


LITERARY impoſition. has been frequently at- 


_ tempted with great ſucceſs; and it was doubt- 


£d by . for ſome time after the publica- 


tion 
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tion of the Arabian Nights Entertainments, that, 
although repreſented as compoſitions of the 
Eaſt, they had been actually fabricated in E 
rope. Inſtances have not been wanting, to j E 
tify this ſuſpicion. It was uſual among the 
claſſical ſcholars who flouriſhed about the zra 
of the revival of Letters, to try their proficien- 
cy, by producing forgeries in the names of their 
favourite Greek or Roman authors, with which 
they now and then actually deceived one ano- 
ther. It had been uſual, too, among the So- 
phiſts of antiquity, to compoſe declamations 
and epiſtles in the names of celebrated perſon- 
ages, the incidents of whoſe lives affogded them 
ſuitable materials: and it is well known what 
critical hardineſs and acumen the doughty 
Bentley diſplayed, in detecting the forgery. 
of the epiſtles of Phalaris. The letters of 
the Turkiſh Spy, the Caſtle of Otranto, the 
Poems of Rowley, not to name innumer- 
able other works of the ſame caſt, -are good 
proofs, that the Literati of the preſent age, 
have not loſt either the ſpirit or the power 
of literary impoſition. But the character of 
the Arabian Tales is fo truly Eaſtern ;' they 
bear ſo many marks which no European hand 
could have impreſſed, and carry in them ſo 
much of that internal evidence which enforces 


. conviction, 
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conviction, ſtill more powerfully than the ſtrong. 
eſt external teſtimony ; that one could hardly 


have thought it poſſible for men of learning to 
remain long in doubt about their authenticity, 
had not a writer of no leſs eminence than Dr 
Beattie, even within theſe laſt eight or ten 
years, expreſſed himſelf uncertain whether they 
were tranſlated or fabricated by M. Galland. 
However, the Doctor's doubts have probably 
been ſatisfied by this time; for, independently 


of the King of France's library, in which the 
originals have been long depoſited, the authen- 


ticity of theſe Tales has been fully proved by 
Colonel Capper; and an Arabic copy of them 
is at this very time, I believe, in the hands of 
the learned Dr Joſeph White of Oxford. It 


was 6nce even talked, that the Britiſh public 
might ſooner or later be favoured with. a tranſ- 


lation of them from the original language by 


the Doctor's pen; in which they would diſplay 


more of a genuine Oriental caſt, and retain 
more of their native graces, than in the verſion 
of Galland; who, as is common with his coun- 
trymen, upon ſimilar occaſions, has given too 


much of a Frenchified air to the Eaſtern man- 


ners and modes of addreſs. But, as Major 


Davy has returned to the Eaſt, Mr Badcock is 


dead, and Dr Parr now immerſed in politics 
” | and 


x © 
4 


aſſiſtants of his former ſtudies, and haraſſed by 


Tales are undoubtedly genuine. I have not 


Tales, is internal. The ſcenery, characters, 
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and prefsce- writing ; there is * reaſon to 
ſear, that good Dr White, thus deprived of the 


the laborious aCtivity of a college life, may be 
deterred from accompliſhing ſo arduous a taſk. 


Tar following volumes come indeed in a 
queſtionable ſhape. For, why, it may be aſk . 
cd, have not Dow DENNIS CHAvIs and M. 
CazoTTE, ſtood forward perſonally to ſtate the 
circumſtances of their undertaking ? Why has 
it been leſt to nameleſs Editors to aſſert the au- 
thenticity of theſe Tales, and explain their con- 
nection with the Thouſand and One Nights? — 
But, this notwithſtanding, theſe additional 
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been informed whether they make a part of Dr 
White's copy; but I believe they are well 
known to be in the King of France's library, as 
is repreſented in the advertiſement by the 
French Editors. However, the great evidence 
of the authenticity of theſe, as of the former 


n a 
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incidents, manners, cuſtoms, alluſions, and 
caſt of compoſition, are all Oriental. As a 
painter may ſketch the outline, and hit the 
leading features of a countenance, while he 
fails i in the nicer touches, and cannot commu- 

ES nicate 


xvi TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 


nicate that characteriſtic air which gives unity 
and reſemblance to the whole; ſo, in all the 
imitations of the Oriental ſtyle of writing, 
which we have yet ſeen, there has ſtill been 
ſomewhat of an European complexion : The 
prominences and great outlines have been ſuc- | 
ceſsfully imitated ; but the delicate finiſhmg, 
the due proportion-of lights and ſhades, juſtly 
intermingled, have ſtill been wanting to com- 
plete the deception. It is indeed from minute 
and accidental particulars, which to a forger or 
imitator will not naturally appear of ſufficient 
eonſtquence to be attended to, that the ge- 
nuineneſs of any compoſition is beſt aſcertained. 
From ſuch particulars have the beſt proofs of 
the authority of the Goſpels been drawn. And 
the circumſtance, of an unconneted memo- 
randum having been written acroſs one of the 
celebrated letters of Queen Mary, has ever ap- 
peared to me an almoft irrefragable proof of 
the authenticity, at leaſt, of that letter To ſuch 
internal evidence, therefore, would I appeal in 
ſupport of the authenticity of the following 
Tales. They are entirely Eaftern in their 
V whole ſtructure. I have been able to obſerve no- 
thing i in them, which can be conſidered as having 
ſhipped from a Frenchman's pen, at ſome mo- 
ment when he happened to forget that he was 

writing 
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writing i in an aſſumed character vid manner. 
I have even remarked, ſingular as the circum- 
Nance may appear, that while every thing is cor- 
realy Oriental in the text, the two Tranſlators 


have ſometimes committed errors of ignorance in 


their attempts to explain difficulties and peculi- 
arities in the notes. Upon the whole, were I 
to hazard a conjecture, I ſhould ſuppoſe that 
advantage may have been taken of the popula- 
rity of the Arabian Nights Entertainments, and 
theſe new ſtories inter woven into the ſame 
texture, in order to give them the ſame curren- 
cy: but Eaſtern they undoubtedly are. 


Trer merits, as Tales, and as Compoſitions, 
are certainly not inferior to thoſe of the for- 
mer. They are, like thoſe, a medley of comic, 
tragic, and heroic Tales. 'Their machinery 1s 
the ſame, and employed with equal ſkill. 
They ſeem to afford feveral juſter and happier 
diſplays of the diſcriminations of perſonal cha- 
racter. The ſtories of Haroun Alraſchid and 
the Fair Zutulbe, of Simouſtapha and Ilſetil- 
None, of Giafar and Chebib, and of the Gal- 
lant Habib, are certainly among the moſt amu- 

fing which are any where to be met with. Yet 
it is not to be expected that they ſhall be read 
with the ſame eagerneſs as the former Arabian 


b 3 Tales. 
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Tales. The ſtrangeneſs and the novelty are 
now worn off. We are now too familiar with 


the Genies, Magicians, Boxes and Rings, to 


view them with the ſame gawky admiration 
and curioſity, as when they were firſt introdu- 
ced to us. We know what they can do, and 


are therefore likely to be leſs anxious about 5 
what they may do. 


FR CANNOT- boaſt of having executed this 
Tranſlation with the happieſt ſkill. I was wil- 
ling to employ all the pains I: could upon it: 
But my Bookſellers. have found themſelves 
obliged to hurry forward the book, and to urge- 
my progreſs. with ſuch. earneſtneſs, that, mean 


as the character is, of a Tranſlator. from a 


Tranſlation, I am much afraid that my preſent 
appearance will do but little credit even to this 
character. I am, however, conſcious of hav- 
ing honeſtly done all I could. And yet, it is 
mortifying to think, that, Here at leaſt, a blun- 
dering Tranſlator will leſs readily be pardoned, 
fince the Principles of Tranſlation haye been ſo 
ably explained in an anonymous eſſay, publiſn- 
ed laſt Summer, which, whoever be its author, 
3s certainly a fine monument of elegant erudi. 
tion, and of delicacy. of taſte. 


FOoR | 
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Fork the tranſlation of the Fourth Volume, 

I am indebted to a Gentleman, whoſe manner 

of expreſſion, and fidelity to the original, ren- 

der what he has obligingly performed, a credit 
to the whole., 


| R. HERON. 


peta ring | 
March 6. 1192. þ 
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ADVERTISEMENT _ * 
| BY | 
THE FRENCH EDITORS. 
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Few works af fancy have been better receive - 


ed by the public, or more univerſally read, 
than the former volumes of the Thouſand and 


One Nights, tranſlated from the Arabic by M. 
Galland. This writer, however, informs us 


in his preface, that his work is not a complete 


. 


tranſlation, but contains only a fourth part“ of 


the 


* Yet, with a degree of inconſiſtency common enough a- 
mong tranſlators, M. Galland ſays, in the laſt page of his 
book, A thouſand and one nights had elapſed,” &e.; but 
this aſſertion is put down, only to give the work the air of 
being complete. It cannot ſignify that he had given all the 


% 


Tales of the whole Thouſand and One Nights for, from the 


two hundred and thirty-ſixth Night, with which two thirds of 
his book are filled up, (and according to ſome editions, from 
the hundred and ninety ſeventh), he neglects the original 


plan of dividing the Tales. Nothing is more cert ain, or ea- 
ſier to be ſatisfactorily proved, than that there was not a 


complete copy of the original Arabic in France in M. Gal- 
land's days. Beſides, it is eaſy to prove the authority of this 
Continuation, from the exiſtence of the complete manuſcript 
in the King of France's library, as well as from the teſtimony 
of the learned Arabian who placed it in that repoſitory, and 
of the man of letters who aſſiſted him in the tranſlation, 
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the original Arabic Collection; oh remainder 
of which had not at that time been obtained 
from the Eaſt. But a copy of the whole has 
been fince brought into Europe, and depoſited 
in the King of France's library, by Dou DeN- 
NIS CHAvis, a native Arab, and prieſt of the 
congregation of St Baſil, who was invited to 
Paris by Government, and enjoyed the patron- 
age of Baron Breteuil, a miniſter diſtinguiſhed 

for his extenſive and enlightened views of poli- 

cy, and for his zeal to promote the advance- 
ment of the arts and ſciences. * That learned 
Arabian, was induced to undertake the taſk of 
enriching our literature with a tranſlation of 
the remaining part of the Thouſand and One 
Nights. 'That he might do'the fuller Juſtice to 
his originals, in tranſlating them into a language | 
which was not vernacular to himſelf, he accept» 
ed the aſſiſtance of M. Cazo rr, well known 
as the author of the poem of Ollivier, of the 
Diable Amoureux, of the Lord Impromptu, and of 
various other productions which have been 
well received by the public. 


Ir may be preſumed that the beauties of the 
original have been faithfully transfuſed into 
the verſion, by an able Tranſlator, %ealous to do 
| honour to his Country and to his Native 

"OO a 
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Language and that they can have loſt nate 
in the hands of M. Cazotte,. whoſe own works 
are ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed by gaiety, deli- 
cacy, wit, and Attic elegance. 


Wx are i RC OP that this Conti 
nuation of the Thouſand and One Nights, which 
we now preſent to the public, will not be found 
inferior to the former volumes tranſlated by M. 
Galland. The ſame variety of matter, the 
ſame wild play of imagination, and the ſame 
power to arreſt and detain the attention, cha- 
racterize both. This is, as it were, the nar» 
rative of another journey to explore the wide 
regions of the Eaſt, with which we are in ge- 
neral but very little acquainted. The whole 
collection not only affords a moſt amuſing ſpe» 
cies of reading, but forms a body of valuable 
information, concerning the religion, manners, 
cuſtoms, characters, and principles of action 


diſplayed among the inhabitants of a great part. 


of Aſia. 
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roun Alraſchid, with the Princeſs of Per- 
e, and the fair Zutulbe, » Fl 


The Power of Deftiny or Story of the 


Journey of Giafar to Damaſcus, comprehend- 
ing the adventures of Chebib and his family 


The Story of Halechalbs and the Unbnown 
Lady 1 - EO 


" The Idix: or Stery of Xutloun *© - 
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CONTINUATION \ 


oF THE 
THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHTS. 


2 ——— a 


ME. ſtory of the Sultan of Perſia, and the 


two jealous ſiſters, ſeemed to have afford - 
ed great pleafure to Sultan Schahriar, whoſe curi- 


oſity was ſtill to be kept up by a ſucceſſion of 
intereſting tales. es 


cc Siiter,” \ ſaid Dinarzade to Scheherazade, 
*r this marriage of Khoſrouſchah, and the ſeries 


of intereſting events connected with it, lead me 
to recolle& the martiage of the Caliph Haroun 


Alraſchid with the princeſs of Perfia, and the 
fair Zutulbe, which, in the ſame manner, took 
place after ſome of thoſe noCturnal rambles 
- through Bagdad, with which he ſo often amuſed 

himſelf in diſguiſe. I have been much enter= 
tained when you told me the ſtories of theſe mar- 
riages, and have no doubt but we ſhould find 


them diverting, if you would now repeat them.“ 


« Siſter,” replied the fair Sultana, © I have al- 
ways been too much intereſted in the adventureg 
of Haroun Alraſchid, to forget any circumſtance 
of the incidents of his life that has been handed 


down to us. If my Lord, the Sultan, chooſes to 
„„ 0870 honour 
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honour me with his attention, I ſhall immediate- _ 
ly gratify your curioſity.” — The Sultan teſtified 
his wiſh to hear the relation ; and Scheherazade 
began in theſe words. | 


| The RonkER-CAL IH; or, Adventures of Haroun 
Alraſchid, with the Princeſs of Perſia, and the 
fair Zutulbe. | 


Tae nobles, the viziers, and even ſeveral of the 
tributary princes, were aſſembled at Bagdad, up- 
on the occaſion of the feſtival of Haraphat *, to 
join in the celebration of the uſual ſolemnities. 
No expence was ſpared, no rite omitted, that 
could give dignity to the ceremonies of religion, 
or ſplendour to the Caliph's court. Melodious 
voices reſounded through the wide concave of 
the high moſque; perfumes ſhed a rich fragrance 
through the air; the blood of victims beſprinkled 
the altar, around which {tood the different orders 
of the prieſthood : nothing, in ſhort, was want- 
ing, that could ſerve to expreſs to heaven and 
earth the piety of the Commander of the faithful, 
the greateſt o the ſovereigns of the world. But 
the ceremonies were tedious. Haroun was, more- 
over, fatigued by receiving and attending to the 
homage of ſo many princes and nobles; and, at 
haſt, abſolutely overpowered with wearineſs and 
impatience, : | : 
„ Giafar,” ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to his 
grand vizier, the chief of the Barmecide family, 
te the feſtival of our great Prophet ſhould inſpire 
the heart with joy; yet, in ſpite of all my endea- 
yours againſt it, I feel a depreſſion of ſpirits gain- 
| 1 ing 

The Muſulman feſtival of Haraphat is chiefly diſtinguiſhed 
V the offering of animal ſacrifices. 
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ing upon me. Amidſt the pomp and brillianc' 
of this numerous aſſembly, I am oppreſſed with 
unaccountable diſſatisfaction and chagrin. I need 
ſomething to divert me: But, in a day like this, 
I may indulge in nothing, not immediately bene- 
ficial to my people. You and I will diſguiſe 
ourſelves, and go into Bagdad; we will there 
diſtrjbutg, alms among the poor, and ſeek out ob- 
jets pf Pisfortune whom we may reheve. I 
with with my own eyes, whether the people 
be happy under my government,—whether the 
officers of Jn and of the police do their 
dut | 
Saar Was ready to obey the wiſhes of the 
Caliph. They went together into a ſecret apart- 
ment, changed their dreſs, and, taking each a 
thouſand pieces of gold, ſallied forth from the 
palace. They paſſed through the ſtreets and 
ſquares of the city, and gave alms to every poor 
perſon they met with. Paſſing through one 
quarter of the city, they found a woman ſitting 
on the pavement, in the middle of the ſtreet: ſhe 
held out her hand to the Caliph, and aſked his 
charity for the love of God. The prince was 

ſtruck with the beauty of the arm held out to 
him: it was exquiſitely turned, and white as al- 
baſtar. He gave Giafar a piece of gold for her, - 
which the vizier put into her hand. 
The woman, upon receiving this preſent, ut 
her hand upon it; but, feeling by its ſize and 
weight, that it was not one of thoſe ſmall pieces 
which are uſually given in alms, ſhe removed her 
fingers, and ſaw it to be gold. mme 
calling aloud after Giafar— _ 
« Oh! handſome young man,” ſaid ſhe, aſ- 
ſoon as he was near enough to hear her, 
11. 
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« it is gold that you have given me. Do 


you intend it as alms ? or, have you ſome other 
5 4s 50 * © It is not I, Madam, that made the 


prefent,” replied Giafar, * but the young man 


who is with me.” * Pray, intreat him,” return- 


ed the woman, © to explain his reaſons for this 
extraordinary liberality ?” Giafar mentioned the 
urgency of the woman's requeſt to the Caliph, 
and was ordered to bid her make herſelf eaſy as 
to the motives of his benevolence; for they were 


none other but charity and the love of God. AF 


this is the caſe, tell my benefactor,“ replied the 


woman, * that 1 ſhall offer my prayers to God, 
that his life may be prolonged.” 


The Caliph, informed by Giafar, in what man- 
ner the woman had received his preſent, and 
what wiſhes ſhe had formed for the welfare of 


the giver, ſent him inſtantly back to her, . Aſk,” 


ſaid Haroun, ** whether ſhe is married: if the 


is unmarried, tell her, that I propoſe to take her 


j 
4 


to wife.“ | | 
Giafar delivered the meſſage. 'The woman re- 
plied, that ſhe was unmarried, and williag to 
marry a young man who had ſhewn her ſo much 
kindneſs, if he were rich enough to allow her a 
ſuitable dowry. © Who can this woman be,” 
added Giafar, as he repeated this anſwer to his 
maſter, © who doubts of the commander of the 
faithfuls ability to aſſign her a dowry ?” | 
„% My diſguiſe excuſes her,” ſaid the Caliph; 
c“ learn from her, what dowry ſhe deſires.” The 
grand vizier obeyed: the woman's anſwer was, 
« My dowry muſt be equal to a year's tribute of 
the cities of Iſpahan and Karaſſin.“ 
At this reply, Giafar was ſomewhat ſurpriſed. 
The Caliph had gone on towards the palace. 
: Giafar 


— . 
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| Giafar haſtened after him, to give an account of 
| the lady's demand. The Caliph ſeemed to be 
fatisfied : “ Return,” faid he, © and let her 
know, what muſt ſurely aſtoniſh her, that I ac- 
cept her terms.” 
The grand vizier immediately returns to the 
fair unknown, and delivers the Caliph's meſſage. 
«© Who may this be,” faid ſne, who is able to 
give ſuch a dowry : 7 What, pray, are his qualities 
and his dignity !“ 
« He of whom I ſpeak, ”? rephed Giafar, © 1g 
 Haroun Alraſchid, Commander of the faithful.” 
At the name of the Caliph making her ſuch a 
propoſal, the woman roſe, and, covering herfelf 
with her clothes, that ſhe might appear with the: 
more decency and modeſty before the vizier, gave 
thanks to God, and ſaid, If he be the Caliph: 
who aſks me in marriage, I ſhall be pleaſed to 8 
long to him: you may fignify to him my con- 
ſent.“ Giafar gives an account to the Caliph of 
this laſt converſation, and deſcribes, in two 
words, her carriage, air, and manner. The Ca- 
liph gives immediate orders to one of the moſt ve- 
| | nerable women in his palace, to go with a num- 
| ber of ſlaves to find this unknown fair one, andi 
conduct her to the baths in the palace. 
j When ſhe came out of the bath, they clothed: 
her in gay attire. Her drefs was ſet off with 
diamonds, and rich jewels of all forts. She was: 
conducted into one of the beſt apartments in the. 
| palace. The chief of the eunuchs went imme 
| diately to inform the Caliph, that his orders were 
; obeyed; upon which the Caliph ordered him to: 
bring the cadi to execute the marriage- contract. 
When evening came, Haroun retired to his: 
wite” s apartment;. She, on perceiving him, proſ-- 
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wo trated herſelf before him, and, in ardent lan- 
[i _ guage, expreſſed her gratitude for his condeſcen- 
IE! non and goodneſs. The Caliph, fitting down, 
I made her fit beſide him, and aſked, Madam, 
— who is your father? What family are you of, 
to have aſked me ſo large a dowry?? 

e Prince of the faithful,” replied ſhe, modeſt- 
ly caſting her eyes on the ground, © you ſee 
before you, a deſcendant from Kaſſera-Aboche- 
roan: reverſe of fortune, and my unhappy deſti- 
ny, reduced me to the ſtate in which you found 


3” 


Me. | 
„ Princeſs,” replied the Caliph, you are 
grand-daughter to Kaſſera, ſo diſhonourably fa- 
mous for the deeds. of tyranny with which he 
diſgraced his reign. He exerciſed the molt, 
ſhoeking cruelties upon his fubjects.“ | 
It was that tyranny,” returned the princeſs, 
„ which reduced his children to beg their bread.” 
“% But,” returned the Caliph, © I have been. 
aſſured, that he at length ſaw his errors. and paſ- 
ſionate exceſſes in their true light, and, in the 
end of his reign, ruled with great moderation, 
and diſtributed juſtice with ſuch impartiality, 
that the beaſts: of the field, and the fowls of. 
heaven, ſhared his bounty.“ 5 | 
„ And. for this, too,” replied the Princeſs, 
God now rewards his. poſterity, by raiſing a 
daughter of his from the ee to the honour 
of wife to the Commander of the Faithful.” 
Haroun Alraſchid was much moved by ſo ſen- 
ſible a reply: He claſped her in his arms, and. 
teſtified, by the moſt tender embraces, how he 
was pleaſed. with the conqueſt he had made., 
But his happineſs was ſoon interrupted by a diſ- 
agreeable reflection, EE, | 
2 __ 6. Pardon 
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_ & Pardon me, Princeſs, if I am forced from 
your arms by a vow which I happen to have 
made. I am at this moment the moſt unhappy 
of men! This morning, in the  ardour of my 
zeal, and while I could have no idea what a 
treaſure fortune was to put in my way to-day, 
I bound myſelf, in honour of the Prophet, by a 
ſolemn and irrevocable oath, not to cohabit, for 
a whole year, with the firſt woman whom I 
ſhould marry. You cannot conceive how bit- 
terly I now feel my imprudence ; but I could 
not foreſee what a felicity it was to deprive 
me of; and you, whoſe deyotion ſeems ſo pure, 
- muſt perceive, that the vow which I have utter- 
ed is ſacred, and join with me in concerting, 
how to reconcile it beſt with my happineſs.” - 
The lady, whatever impreſſion theſe words 
might make upon her mind, could only expreſs 
her reſignation and conſent, by bowing her head, 
and caſting her eyes on the ground. The Caliph 
"retired, He had diſcovered in the Perſian prin- 
ceſs ſo much merit, and ſo many charms, that 
he could not help. promiſing himſelf much hap- 
pieſs in a more intimate intercourſe with her, 
But, continuing firm to his oath, he would not 
_ expoſe himſelf to the temptation to break it; 
and from this moment, therefore, he ceaſed to 
ſee her; only took care, that ſuch attention 
ſhould be paid to her, that ſhe might fee that ſhe 
was neither neglected nor forgotten, and that 
the Caliph, although he had now time to reflect 
upon the choice which he had made, did not re- 
ent of it. | | nl 
The year came, at length, to an end, The 
laſt day of it was the anniverſary of the high 
feſtival of Haraphat. The Caliph, Giafar his 
| | grand. 
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grand vizier, and Meſrour, chief of his eunuchs, 
went together into Bagdad. They went through 
the ſtreets in difguiſe ; and every thing appeared 


to be in good order. | 


Returning to the palace, the Caliph paſſed 
nearby a paſtry-cook's ſhop, which had ſuch an 
air of neatneſs, that he became curious to try 

the paſtry, of which great abundance was ſet 
out for ſale, and which had the moſt inviting aſ- 
pect and ſmell, e 

As ſoon as Haroun regained his apartment, he 
directed one of his officers to repair to the cook's. 
ſhop, and to order an hundred cataifs*. The 
officer executed the Caliph's commiſſion; and, 
after ſeeing the hundred cataifs made in his pre- 
ſence, had them carried to the palace. No ſoon- 
er had the Caliph received the paſtry, than he 
put a piece of gold into each cataif, covered them 
with piſtachio nuts, ſtrewed them with ſugar, 
and ſent the whole to his wife, the Perſian prin- 
ceſs; giving her notice, at the ſame time, that 
as the year of his yow was now expired, the 
Commander of the Faithful would ſpend the 
night with her. The eunuch who conveyed the 
meſſage, had orders, at the fame time, to en- 
quire, whether there were any thing elſe in, 
which the Caliph could gratify the wiſhes of the 
princeſs ? © Nothing,” replied the grand-daugh- 
ter of Kaſſera: „to ſee the Caliph, will com- 
pletely gratify all my wiſhes.” | TREES 

Haroun was much pleaſed with ſo prudent a 
reply. But, being very deſirous of doing ſome- 
thing which might particularly oblige his young 
wife, he ordered Meſrour to inſiſt that ſhe ſhould 

| | | think 


? 


* Cataifs are a ſort of ſmall tarts, 


think of ſomething in -which he might do her 
pleaſure. 3 , 
© Since the Caliph,” replied ſhe to Meſrour, 
6“ 1s ſo kind, tell him, that I ſnould with to have 
a thouſand pieces of gold, and a confidential fe- 
male ſervant to attend me into the city, where I 
may give alms, in diſguiſe, to the poor; in 
whoſe number, only a year ago, I myſelf was 
one. | | 
The Caliph, ſmiling at the requeſt, - gave or- 
ders that it ſhould be immediately complied with, 
'The princeſs and her female attendant paſs 
through the ſtreets of Bagdad, and give alms up- 
on all ſides, till the thouſand pieces of gold are 
wholly diſtributed. (1, | 
Ihe day was exceſſively hot. The princeſs, 
on her return to the palace, felt herſelf exceed- 
ingly thirſty. She mentioned her uneaſineſs to 
her companion. The latter, perceiving a water- 
carrier, propoſed that he ſhould be called.“ I 
cannot bear, however,” ſaid the lady, “to drink 
out of the ſame veſſel that is at the command 
of every perſon in the ſtreets, without diſtinc- 
tion.” | N 1 
They then advanced to the gate of a palace. 
The attendant was no ſooner at the gate, which 
was ſhut with doors of ſandal wood, than ſhe 
perceived, through an open window, a golden 
luſtre, ſuſpended in the porch, from a chain of 
'the ſame metal. A curtain, richly embroidered, 
hung before; and. two ſophas of the fineſt mar- 
ble, one on the right fide, the other on the left 
of the gate, formed the reſt of the furniture of 
the apartment. | YT 
After obſerving theſe things, the attendant 
knocked at the door. It was . 
| „ 
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ed. A young man, richly dreſſed, preſenting 


himſelf, aſked what he could do to ſerve her. 
* My Lord,” replied ſhe, “ you fee my daugh- 
ter: the is fainting with thirſt ; but the cannot 
endure to drink out of a water-carrier's pitcher. 


You will do us a fingular favour, in giving her a 


laſs of water.” | 
© Tt ſhall be done in a moment, Madam,” re- 


plied the young man. He, upon this, diſap- 


peared, and in an inſtant returned with a golden 
cup full of water, which he preſented to the 
woman. She delivered it to the princeſs; who, 


taking it in her hand, turned towards the wall, 


and fatisfied her thirſt. 'The woman thanked 
him, for herſelf, and in the name of her pretend- 
ed daughter; and the two ladies, retiring toge- 
ther, returned to the palace. 

When the Commander of the faithful had ar- 
ranged the tarts on the plate, as above mention- 
ed, he at the ſame time enjoined the eunuch to 
tell the princeſs, that he ſent her this preſent as 
a pledge and ſign of peace. The chief eunuch, 
the bearer of the preſent and the meſſage, not 
knowing in what manner the paſtry had been 
ſecretly ſeaſoned by the Caliph, or of how much 
importance it was, and thinking nothing more of 
it than as a very ordinary piece of gallantry, did 
not deliver the meſſage preciſely in the Caliph's 
words. He imagined, that his chief buſineſs 
was, to announce the Caliph's intention of viſiting 
her; and the princeſs, equally concerned about 


this point only, directed the paſtry to be ſet 


down upon a table in her apartment; and paid 
no farther heed to it. „ 
Upon her return home, aſter diſtributing her 
alms, ſhe obſerved the paſtry, and conceived 
. that 
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that it might make a very proper recompenſe to 
the perſon who had given her the glaſs of water, 

Addreſſing her female attendant, 1 ſhe 
bade her, Carry that plate of tarts immediately, 
and in your own name, to the young man to 
whom I am. obliged for the glaſs of water, which 
he gave in ſo handſome a manner. 

The woman went immediately with the paſtry. 
She found the young man ſitting upon one of 
the ſophas in the porch : „My daughter and 1,” 
faid ſhe, “ are much obliged to you for your 
kindneſs and politeneſs. Accept, in return, this 
paltry, as a mark of our gratitude,” 

« Since it is your pleaſure, Madam, to ac- 
knowledge ſo trifling a ſervice. in fo handſome a 
manner, I ſhould be afraid of diſobliging you, 
by a refuſal to accept your preſent: put it upon 
the ſopha.” This ſhort interview ended with 
ſome compliments upon both ſides, and the wo- 
man returned to the palace. 

At this very inſtant, the watchman of that 
quarter of the city came to wait on the youn 
man, and pay him the compliments uſual at the 
feaſt of Haraphat; and, as he ended; aſked the 
gift of the ſeaſon. I ake that plate of catarfs, ſaid 
the young man. The watchman joyfully accept- 
ed the preſent, kiſſed his benefactor's hand, and 
returned to his own houſe, very well pleaſed. 

The watchman's wife, upon ſeeing him come 
in with ſo large and ſplendid a plate, cried out, 
Where had you that plate, huſband ? Are you 
ſuch an unhappy wretch as to have ſtolen it?“ 
„ No, wife,” replied the watchman, “ the Ha- 
zeb ®, that ** officer of the Caliph's, gave it 


me 


* The Hazeb is the firſt gentleman of the Caliph's bed 
chamber. 
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me in a preſent God preſerve his life] Let us 
eat up the cataifsg. What dainties they are!“ 

« Glutton that thou art !” anſwered his wife, 
& Wouldſt thou dare to touch what muſt have 
coſt ſo high a price ? Go, ſell them and the plate 
together: ſuch delicacies are not for poor people 
like us. With the money which you will receive 
for them, we may buy proviſions fitter for the 
uſe of our family.” | | 3. 
(„ Wife | wife!“ returned the watchman, 
« God has ſent us the tarts; I am determined 
to eat them.” 5 r 

& You ſhall not taſte one of them,” replied 
the wife, in a tone of rage: Your ſon has nei- 
ther cap nor ſhoes; I am almoſt naked; and you 
yourſelf are in rags. Go inſtantly, ſell the plate, 
and all that 1s upon it, and bring home the mo- 
ney.7 EF INN DR. 

. being thus obliged to yield to 
his wife, went to the market, and put the plate 
into the hands of a public crier. A merchant 
purchaſed it at a certain price, paid the crier, and 
carried off his purchaſe. 

On his way home, he began to examine it 
more particularly, and finding the name of Ha- 
roun Alraſchid inſcribed round the edge, return- 
ed haſtily to the market; and, ſeeking out the 
crier, bade him, © Take back your plate which 
you have ſtolen from the emperor : Would you 
ruin me, by bringing me under fuſpicion of the 

ther” | 
Ihe crier ſoon perceived the truth of what the 
merchant alleged, read the characters engraven 
upon the edges of the plate, and, in the utmoſt 
conſternation, haſtened to the palace, demanded 
admiſſion into the preſence of che Caliph, and 


ſhewed 
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Gewed him the tarts, with the piece of plate up- 


on which they were placed. | 

HFaroun inſtantly recognized the plate which 
he had ſent to the princeſs of Perſia, to be ſerved 
up as one of the diſhes in the collation which he 
intended to take with her in the evening. That 
great man had the fault of annexing, in his own 
mind, too much importance to every thing that 


he did. By the cataifs he had expected to occa- 


ſion an agreeable ſurpriſe to his new-married 
ſpouſe, and to furniſh her with means for bein 


bberal to thoſe about her, while ſhe ſhould ſeem - 


* 


to diſtribute only ſo many tarts. 5 
Ihe derangement of this little ſcheme of gal- 
lantry was highly diſpleaſing to him by whom it 
had been contrived. Another more mortifying 
reflection at the ſame time occurred: a preſent, 
ſent directly from his own hand, had been ne- 
glected and deſpiſed, notwithſtanding the meſſage 
with which it had been accompanied. At the 
thought, he became in a violent paſhon againſt 
the princeſs. 3 . | 
Tell,“ ſaid he to the crier in a furious tone, 
© who gave you theſe?“ “ Moſt potent Caliph,” 
replied the crier, © it was the watchman in ſuch 


a quarter of the city, who gave them to me to 


RI”: i 

The Caliph ordered the watchman to be 
brought, with his head and feet bare, and in 
chains. The man was ſeized, fettered with the 


ſeverity which had been enjoined, and carried 
before the Caliph. The poor wretch, ſeeing 
himſelf reduced to this condition, began to ex- 
claim againſt his wife with bitter imprecations. 
« Accurſed creature,” ſaid he, © formed to betray 
man, even by thy endeavours te ſerye him; even 
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when thy advice ſeems to be good, it ſhould not 
be truſted | Why didſt thou not ſuffer me to eat 


_ thoſe cataifs / no harm could then have happened 


me. But thou waſt determined to be thrifty, 


and a good houſe-Wiſe. Thy dreſs loſt thee thy 


firit huſband ; and thy dreſs will continue to oc- 
caſion miſchief, till thy laſt be gone. Here am 
I expoſed to the indignation of the prince of all 
the earth. Come, give me thy advice at preſent, 
how I may beſt extricate myſelf from my peril- 


ous ſituation; if any thing good can poſlibly 
proceed out of thy mouth, which is ever uttering 


falſehood.” - : 
The Caliph interrupted theſe complaints, by 
aſking the watchman, who had given him the 


plate of tarts? © Tell, wretch,” ſaid the angry 


monarch, © tell the truth, if thou wouldeſt ſave 
thy life.“ | 

*© Oh! commander of the faithful !”” cried the 
trembling watchman, * let your highneſs ſuſ- 
pend your reſentment, and not deſtroy the inno- 
cent with the guilty ! It was your officer, Hazeb 
Yemaleddin, who gave me the plate for my Ha- 
raphat gift.“ | | 

At the name of Yemaleddin, the Caliph's rage 
ſeemed to be redoubled. He ordered that officer 
to be brought before him, with his head and feet 
bare, his-hands bound, and the muſlin of his tur- 
ban tied about his neck. The ſame decree bore, . 
that the houſe of this officer ſhould be razed to 
the ground, and his goods and furniture confiſe 
cated. LE: 

Thoſe who were charged with the execution 


of this decree, proceeded immediately to find 


the Hazeb, inveſted his houſe, and knocked at 
the gate. He was the firſt to open it himſelf: 
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But, great was his aſtoniſhment, when the ri- 

gorous order of the Caliph was ſignified to him. 
The reaſons which had moved the Caliph, they 
did not explain. He immediately expreſſed the 

moſt ſubmiſſive deference; * I obey,” {aid he, 

„ God, and the prince of the faithful, his vice- 
gerent upon earth.” 

One of the officers took the Hazeb's Woe 

and bound the muſlin of it about his neck. Is 
it by the order of our ſovereign,” ſaid Yemaled- 
din, “ thatiyou treat me thus?” *© Yes,” replied 
- 9 officer, «I am to confiſcate your effects, and 
2 your houſe to the ground, and to conduct 
Ros in chains, with-your head and feet bare, be- 
fore the Caliph. I ſhall not, execute my orders 
with the molt rigid ſeverity: we remember with 
gratitude how kind you were to us, and that you 
were always ready to receive us in your houfe 
with open hoſpitality.” © Since you,” rejoined 
the Hazeb, © are thus diſpoſed, when you de- 
moliſh my houſe, leave fome retreat to my aged 
mother, and my young lifter.” 
Yemaleddin being thus conducted to the foot 
of the Caliph's throne, proſtrated himſelf before 
his ſovereign. © Heaven bleſs,” ſaid he, «and 
load with happineſs, the vicegerent of its will 
| upon earth ” © Oh! fage and equitable Ha- 
roun Alraſchid, in what can the humbleſt of your 
ſlaves have offended, ſo as tO deſerve ſuch extreme 
ſeverity of puniſhment ?” f 

« Do you know that man in chains before you 
there?“ ſaid the Caliph, pointing to the watch- 
man. © He is the watchman of our quarter,” 
replied Yemaleddin. © Do you know that plate? 
continued Haroun; © Who gave it to you? Why 


B 2 | | have 


i 
+ 
? 


—= ARABIAN TALES. 


have you contemptuouſly proſtituted it, by be- 
ſtowing it on the meaneſt of my ſlaves! = 
Ob! ſovereign lord,” replied Vemaleddin, 


„ have but the goodneſs to hear me. I was in. 
my houſe: I heard a knocking at the gate: I. 


opened it myſelf: an old woman attending a. 
young lady, ſaid to me, this is my daughter ; j the. 
is fainting for thirſt, yet cannot prevail with her- 


. felf to drink out of a water-Carrier's diſh. Fa- 


your her, I intreat you, with a glaſs of water: 
upon this I went in, filled a cup with water, and. 
preſented it to the woman who had ſpoken to. 
me: the younger lady drank, and they went 
both away. I continued fieting on a ſopha in the. 
entrance into my houſe, in order to enjoy the 
freſh air, when the fame woman returned with. 


this plate of cataifs.” © My ſon,” ſaid ſhe, “ the 


lady, whom you ſo obligingly ſerved with the 
water, thanks you for. your kindneſs, and begs. 
you to accept this trifling mark of her gratitude.. 
With this, ſhe ſet down the plate upon the oppoſite 
ſopha, and diſappeared. Soon after, the watch- 
man of the quarter came to make his compli- 
ments to me upon occaſion of the feaſt of Hara-: 


phat, and aſked the uſual preſent. I gave him 


ſome money and this plate, which I had not; 
touched myſelf. This, Commander of the faith- 
ſul, is the trueſt narrative of theſe things that. 
can be given,” - 

The Caliph heard this relation with the cha- 
grin natural to a man ſo highly elevated above all 
others. A woman,” ſaid he to himſelf, . whom. 
I have raiſed from the moſt. abject condition, 
gives to a man, abſolutely unknown to her, an 
hundred catarfr, ſeaſoned with gold, piſtachio, 
nuts, and ſugar by my own. 8 all for 

* 


Are 
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aſi wh cup of water! She had good reaſon t 
aſk the revenue of two provinces for her dowry.» 
I ſent her a token of love, a pledge of peace; 
and this ſhe would have given to a water-carrier 
in the ſtreets, had ſhe not loathed his diſh, 


Such ts the eſteem with which the grand-daughter 


of King Kaſſera regards the prefents. which the 
receives from the affection of Haroun Alraſchid. 
But, let us fee how far the princeſs has carried 
her forgetfulneſs of me and of herfelf.* Then, 
addreſſing the Hazeb in an altered and 8 
tone; | 
«© Yemaleddin,” ſaid he, « did you fee the 
face of the woman to whom you gave the wa= 
ter?“ « Yes,” replied the Hazeb, in his confu- 
fion, and without conſidering what he ſaid. 

At this reply, which was equally falſe and invo- 
tuntary, jealouſy aun to increaſe the chagriry 
which Haroun already felt, he ordered the Per- 
fan princeſs to be brought forth immediately, 


and both her and Yernaleddin to be beheaded. 


The grand- -daughter of Kafſera appeared 
« Madam,“ ſaid the Caliph, “you went into 
the city, under pretence of diſtributing alms to 


the poor and unfortunate: was it to ſhew your 


face to this young man?“ 

The princeſs caſting her eyes on Yemaleddia; 
aſked, * Have you ſeen my face? Know you 
who is the author of a falſchood which is about 
to coſt us both, our lives ?“ „ Pardon me, Ma- 
dam,” replied the Hazeb; it Was 1 1 
My lips uttered it, ithout the conſent ot 
heart or re e Blame the fatal infa 
ence of the ſtars, and ear unhappy deſtiny, by 
which I have been unaccountably conſtrained ts 
tell a falſe od, wh ich my foul difaxows.”* 
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This explanation had not the effect to make- 
the Caliph retract his order for their execution.. 
The executioner bound the eyes of the two pre- 
tended criminals; and then addreſſing Haroun, 
ſaid, Commander of the faithful, ſhall I ftrike ??? 
I Strike, ſaid the Caliph. The executioner 
went once or twice round the criminals *, ſtill 
renewing the ſame queſtion to the Caliph, and: 
receiving the fame anſwer. After the third time, 
he addreſſed Yemaleddin : © Have you any thing: 
to ſay to the Caliph, before you die ?. avail your-- 
Telf of the only moment that remains to you;, 
think, that you have loft all hopes: of life.“ 

“% Looſe,” ſaid Yemaleddin, “ this. bandage- 
from about my eyes; I would yet ſee my relations. 
and friends.” The Hazeb finding his eyes again 
uncovered, looked all around; but. could fee no 
perſon ready to interfere in his. fayour ; ſuch was 
the awful reſpect for the Caliph with which all 
were imprefled. _ | aq, © 

A gloomy filence reigned through the whole 
aſſembly. Yemaleddin availed himſelf of it, and 
exclaimed; © I would ſpeak to the Prince of the 
faithful.“ He was ſuffered to draw near: 
“ Diſpenſer of. favours and of puniſhments,” 
ſaid he, © ſuſpend my puniſhment but for. one 
month; and within the laſt three days of it} you 
hall ſee wonderful things, which it concerns 
you laghly to know.” 

The. Caliph was furprifed at the prophetic 
tone in which theſe wonders were announced to 
him. His curioſity prevailing over every other 
paſſion, and as the criminals could not eſcape 
: - | from 


* Haroun made it a rule, that the executioner ſhould turn 


thrice round the criminal before ſtriking: it is eaſy to ſee his 
reaſon, 3 | 
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from his power, he reſolved to ſend the princeſs. 
Bis wife, and Yemaleddin, to priſon ; promiſing, 
himſelf to ſatisfy his vengeance at the end of the 
month, if it ſhould appear that he had been im- 
poſed upon by a falſe pretence in the prophetic. 

4 © denunciation of Yemaleddin.. 88805 | 
Vears rolFon, months fly, but days are gone. 7 
with a breath. The Caliph, having been accuſ- "y 


) 
tomed to ſee and hear. ſo many extraordinary, ' 1 


things, had become not a little credulous; and. N 
EF he now every moment expected the appearance 1 
| of the wonders which had. been ſo confidently. 1 
announced by Yemaleddin. | | þ 

Seven and twenty days had now expired, un-- | 


| _ diſtinguiſhed by any extraordinary events. At. 
: | laſt, he ſaid to himſelf, © "Thoſe marvellous e- 
8 vents will not come to ſeek me out in my palace; 
I muſt rather go, alone, into Bagdad, in ſearch 
of them.” | | 
With this fancy. of going out to ramble with- 
out attendapts through the ſtreets of his capital, 
the idea of the moſt fantaſtic diſguiſe imaginable- } 
at the ſame time occurred to him. He put. 2 
on a large, coarſe turban upon his head, a buff j 
waiſtcoat almoſt. covered over by. a broad lea- 1 
thern girdle; under this, a ſhort robe of or- 1 
dinary cloth. Theſe pieces of dreſs were all of 4 
an old, worn-out appearance; and he wore, be- 2 
ſiqdes, on his legs, half-boots of ſtrong, cearſe 
| e F 
He, at the ſame time, armed himſelf with a 
ſpear, took a bow and arrows in his hand; and, 
\ after diſguifing, with no leſs care, his complexi- x 
on, beard, and eye-brows, left his palace in this 4 
aſſumed garb of an Arab from the deſart. A b 
RES 1 | purſe 1 
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purſe containing a thouſand pieces of gold hung 
ſrom his girdle. , _ Ts 

He had ſcarcely gone the length of two ſtreets, 
when he ſaw a man come out from a kan *, and 
heard him fay aloud, * How very aſtoniſhing !” 
He, upon this, approached the ſtranger, and aſk- 


ed, „ What is it that is ſo aſtoniſhing ?? ( An 


old woman, replied the other, © ſeemingly in the 
moſt extreme poverty. From the-very dawn of 
the morning, ſhe reads the koran, beſide the 


moſque, as readily, as correctly, as God diCtat- 


ed it to Mahomet ; yet nobody gives her alms, 
as ſhe:does not aſk ; and this paſſes unnoticed in 
a country ſubject to the Muſulman law. Can 
any thing be more aſtoniſhing ?” 


The Caliph, upon hearing this, entered the 
kan, and ſaw the old woman, fitting upon a feat 
of ſtones, and reading the koran with ſingular 


eaſe and correctneſs. She was in the laſt chap- 


ter. He ſtopped to liſten, and perceived a crowd 


hſtening around her, but giving her nothing. 


When ſhe had ended, ſhe ſhut the book, arofe, 


and went away. 


Haroun followed, to give her alms; but, as 
there was a crowd between them, ſhe had ehter- 


ed a merchant's ſhop, before he could come up 


with her. Curious to know who ſhe might be, 
and what could be her bufinefs .in the ſhop, as: 


the did not ſeem to be in circumſtances to make 


any purchaſe, he continued to follow, till he ſaw 
her enter into converſation with the maſter 'of 
the ſhop. He drew near, unperceived ; lent an 

| | 5 | 1 ear, 
* Kans, or caravanſerais, are large houſes, or rather ſquares, 


| for the entertainment of merchants, and the reception of their 


goods. The inns in Aſia Minor are called Konacs, In ancient 
Perſia were ſtathmi at regular diſtances on the roads. Howe) = 
Jaurnal, P · 186. Heradetus, Tergfichore, P. 52. 
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ear, and heard her ſay to the merchant,. © Hand- 
ſome young man, you are not yet ſettled in life; 
would you chooſe to marry a. young woman of 


rare and ſingular beauty?“ © Poſſibly I may,” faid - 


the merchant. * In this caſe,” ſaid the woman, 
you need only to follow me; I will ſhew you 
2 wonder of nature.” „„ 

The Caliph, upon hearing this propoſal, un- 
deritood it in his own way. © Ah! curſed old 


jade P” ſaid he to himſelf, “ ſhould have taken 


you for a ſaint; but you are only an inſtrument 
of corruption! You ſhall have no alms from 
me. Let me follow, however, and ſee what 
means ſhe employs for the perdition of youth. 


1 came out in ſearch of wondrous incidents 
which were foretold to me; I ſhall, at leaſt, ſee 


how this adventure may terminate?“ He, ac- 


cordingly, followed cloſe after the pair, till at 


length ſhe opened a door, led the young man 
in; and then ſhut it upon herſelf and him. 


The curioſity of Haroun Alraſchid would 
here have been diſappointed, if the key-hole 
had not been very large. He. looked through 
this, and ſaw, firſt, the merchant ſtanding alone: 


inſtantly, however, a cloſet-door was opened, 
and out of it came the old woman, leading with 


ber a young perſon of ſuch dazzling beauty, 


that the Caliph was overpowered, and enchant» 
ed at the fight. Her ſtature was like the ſtem of 
a young tree riſing by the fide of a river; her 
black eyes, which might be compared to the fruit 


of the richeſt almond-tree in the gardens of Da- 


maſcus, ſhed a mild luſtre, like the ſtar of the morn- 


ing; her eye-brows were two aerial arches, from: 


which the arrows of love were ready to be aimed 


againſt all who ſhould dare to gaze on the charms 
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of her face; her mouth was like the ring of So- 
lomon, on which. is inſcribed the ineffable name; 


her lips diſplayed a vermitien more vivid than 


that which ſtains the coral; the enchanting row 
of her teeth was whiter than alabaſter, and co- 


vered with the ſame enamel which glitters on 


the pearls of the Red-ſea and the Perſian gulph * : 


The few words which proceeded from her mouth, 


ſeemed to ſurpaſs in ſweetneſs the honey of Pa- 
leſtine; her breath embalmed the air; two globes, 
white as the lily, and round and firm as pome- 


granates, gently heaved upon her boſom. She 
was indeed above all praife that even the poet 


of the happieſt genius could beſtow ; and angelic 
modeſty heightened all her other perfections. 
The Caliph was captivated with the fight; and 


obſerved, with pain, that ſhe had net linen to 


cover her. 55 
When this young beauty found, that her mo- 
ther was expoling her to be ſeen by the mer- 


chant, ſhe was covered with confufion, which 


ſtill improved her beauty: She retired haſtily to 


conceal herſelf in her chamber, crying, Ah! 


Why would you expoſe me to the fight of that 
man? God keep women beth young and old 
from appearing before men !? _ 

* Be eaſy, child,” ſaid the mother; “no- 
thing is ill that ends weil: A man may ſee for 
once a young woman to whom he wiſhes to 
make propoſals of marriage: If their deſtiny u- 
nite them, all is well; if they agree not, they 
ſee each other no more, and nothing is wrong.“ 

When 


* 'The coaſts of the Perſian Gulph are inhabited, at preſent, 
hy tribes of Arabs, ſuppoſed to be the 1:Fthyophayi of ancient 


writers; who are much employed in the pearl fiſkery,—Seg 


Nicbuchr's travels, vol. II. tranſlated by R. Heron, 


. 
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When the young lady retired, the Catiph had 
applied his ear, inſtead of his eye, to the key-hole. 
Upon hearing the laſt words from the old wo- 
man, he began to think, that he had judged 
wrong, when he took her for a procureſs. This 
poor woman,” ſaid he, © has a beautiful daugh- 


ter to diſpoſe of in marriage; and no other 


means to procure her a huſband, but by ſhew- 
ing her.” 


While the Caliph was makitg this reflection, 


the mother entered into converſation with the 


young merchant : „I promiſed you a miracle of 
eauty,” ſaid ſhe; © have you been - deceived ? 


Do you like my daughter ? 


80 entirely,” Madam, “ replied the mer- 
chant, that I deſire only to know, how much 
you demand for the contract, and for her dow. 
ry?“ —“ Four thouſand ſequins * for the one,” 
replied the mother, „and four thouſand for the 
other.” © Madam,” replied the merchant, © were 
I to engage for theſe ſums, I ſhould be reduced 
to beggary: My whole fortune is only four 
thouſand ſequins. But, I offer you a thoufand 
ſequins, and as much to buy clothes for the mar- 
riage, and furniture. The remaining two thou- 
ſand I mult retain to carry on my trade, and ſup- 
port my wife. I can make no farther ſacrifice,” 

«© By the name of God which is written on 


our great Prophet's forehead,” ſaid the woman, 


if but one of the eight en ſequins which 


J aſk be wanting, you ſhall not poſiefs a hair of 


my daughter's head.” 41 mult think myſelf un- 


fortunate, then, Madam, in having been intro- 


duced t to her; . it is impoſſible for me to com- 
ply 


* A ſequin is about nine ſhillings Sterling. 
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ply with your demands.“ 
nher, and retired. | | 
No ſooner was one wooer gone, than a ſecond 
made his appearance; and this was no other than - 
the Caliph himſelf. The fair maid whom he 
now ſaw, was more beautiful than the princeſs 
of Perſia; who, according to the law, was not, 
even yet, his wife, and whom, beſides, he had 
put into priſon, and left her to languiſh there, 
under ſentence of death, till he ſhould ſee the 
event of the prophecy of Yemaleddin, 'on which 
depended both her fate, and the fate of that 
officer. | : - 
Haroun Alraſchid went deliberately into 'the 
old woman's houſe, and ſaluted her. What 
want you?“ aſked fhe. © I come,” ſaid the 
Caliph, from the young merchant to whom 
you wiſhed to diſpoſe of your daughter in mar- 
riage. He has charged me to tell you, that you 
need think no more of him.” © We know,” 
ſaid the old woman, “ he was not to return.“ 
„ Well,” rejoined the Caliph,” © give her to 
me; I am ready to pay you down both the eight 
thouſand ſequins, and whatever more you may re- 
quire either for furniture, or to gratify any of your 
whimſies. We fhall not difagree upon theſe 
matters.” 1 
The old woman ſurveyed the Caliph from head 
to foot. Robber that thou art!” then ſaid the, 
„ for you have the dreſs and appearance of a 
robber; do you think of plundering the caravan 
en its way to Mecca, in order to furniſh us with 
eight thouſand fequins, and with ſo much linen, 
clothes, and furniture? You have not even 
wherewith to clothe yourſelf. Get you 


- 


So ſaying, he ſaluted 


gone, 
You 


ARABIAN- TALES 5 
you robber; otherwiſe I ſhall call out for aſſiſt- 


_ | 

„ Whether I be robber or not, Madam, that 
is no buſineſs of yours. I offer to pay down in- 
ftantly the eight thouſand ſequins, I ſhall join a 
handſome preſent for yourſelf; all the furniture 

© Do you think to make a mock of me, you rob- 
ber? but juſtice is to be obtained at Bagdad: 
this is not a place for men like you to inſult a 
poor woman with impunity. I take you at your 
word : if you cannot keep it, the Commander of 


the faithful ſhall condenm you to be ftrangled, 


this very evening.” | | 

J accept theſe conditions, and am ready to 
ſign them,” ſaid the Caliph: ©& I eſpouſe your 
daughter; and you ſhall fee me keep my pro- 
miſe.” Upon this the old woman conducts him 
into her chamber. He ſeats himſelf, and ſays to 
her; Take all proper precautions, - firſt, to ſe- 
cure your daughter from me, in your abſence : Ge 
then to ſuch a cadi; he lives at no great diſtance 


tell him, that a man named J Bondocani defires 


him to come hither initantly.” 


* 


„ And do you think,“ returned the woman, 


c that the cadi will come hither for ſuch a man 
as you? If you are rich, fo much the worſe for 
you, your fortune has furely been diſhoneſtly ac- 
quired ; you are nothing but a cut-purſe : and 
thou!d a cadi come 19 wait upon you ?” The 
Caliph ſmiled at this reply: „ Go, Madam,” 
faid he, “ give yourſelf no uneaſinefs ; only bid 
the cadi come, and bring with him pen, ink, 
and paper.” | | | 

At laſt, the old woman was perſuaded to call 
the cadi. If the judge come at the bidding of 
this man,” ſaid ine to herſeif,“ 1 may look upon 
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my would-be ſon-in-law as a Captain of robbers. 


But, either the cadi will comply with the mef- 
ſage which I bear, or he will at leaſt rid me of 
this villain.” As ſhe was muling thus, ſhe ar- 
rived at the cadi's houſe. She was afraid of en- 
tering the apartment in which that magiſtrates 
was ſitting with ſeveral of the nobles of the city. 
The ſhame of poverty, and the fear of being 
driven out in diſgrace, held her back. How- 
ever,” faid ſhe to herſelf, “ if I go not in, I 
ſhall have come hither to no purpoſe. Let me at 


leaſt endeavour to learn, who he is, that would 
be my ſon-in-law, if it were only to get quit of. 


him. I may venture“ — Then, advancing to the 
door of the apartment, ihe turned haſtily back, 
fearing that an imprudent ſtep might lead her in- 


to ſome unhappy embarraſiment : hardly had ſhe 


ſhewn her face in the hall, when ſhe was ſeized 
with a panic terrour which rendered her unable 


to go forward. 


'The cadi obſerved her head coming and going, 
appearing, and again diſappearing.— He ordered 
one of his officers to ſee what that perſon wanted. 
The old woman was brought before him.“ What 
would you have, good woman :” ſaid the judge 
to her. My Lord,” replied ſhe, © a man in 
my houſe, ſent me to aſk you to come to him.“ 


„What ſayeſt thou, impudent old woman 
that thou art?“ anſwered the cadi: A man 


ſend for me!” at the ſame time turning to his 


officers, he bade them bind the mad woman, and 


carry her to the hoſpital for lunatics.” “ Mercy!” 
exied the old woman, when {he heard this order: 
« Ahl the curſed robber who ſent me hitker to 
Te me. Did not I tell im, that he was not a 


man . 
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man to ſend for the cadi ? Do not, my Lord, lay 


hold upon me for this. I have a thief, a robber, 


| a hang-dog in my houſe, who compelled me to 


come upon his errand. I came, againit my will : 


but I am a woman; I am alone: that wicked 
man would marry my daughter; there was no 


refuſing him; he ſaid that you knew Has and 
that his name was 1! Bandscani. * 

Aſſoon as ever the cadi heard this names 
« My faragi!” cried he hiftily. “ Set the wo- 
man at liberty. My good woman,” ſaid he, 


© ſoftening his tone, you ſay that the young man 
 whoſent you to me is called —” © My Lord,” re. 


plied the old woman, © aſk me not to repeat his 
name; it makes my 'feſh ſhrink to think of its 
He is undoubtedly ſome notorious rogue; the 


captain of a troop of robbers. But, if J muſt 
pronounce it, his name is L Bondocani,” 
Ihe cadi now knew the fancied robber to be. 


the Caliph in perſon. He wrapped himſelf in his 
farapi. * Ie ” ſaid he to the old woman, 
i I beg a thouſand pardons for the raiſtake which 


I have made, and the rudeneſs with which you 


have been treated.” 
The ſpectators were not a little ſurpriſed at 


ſo ſudden and extraordinary a change in the cadi's 


tone and behaviour, without any other apparent 


cauſe than the influence fimply of the words, II 


Bondocani. Where go you in ſuch a haſte, Sir?“ 


alked they. Upon ſecret buſineſs,” replied 


he. 'Then addreſſing himſelf very politely to the 


old woman; Is it at your houſe, Madam, that 


0 | he 


* This was a name which the Caliph a dued when in diſguiſe, 
and was known to his principal officers, | 
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he waits for me ?” © „Ves, Sir: Do me the favour 
of leading the way.“ 

The old woman proceeded home ward, much 
more chearfully than ſhe had come abroad; and the 
cadi followed. It was not without great difficulty 
and uneaſineſs that ſhe had prevailed with herſelf 
to go to call the cadi: the bearing of ſuch a mef- 
ſage was enough to make her paſs for a mad wo- 
man, and to occahton her being ſent to the hoſ- 
pital for life. Now, the faw herſel® treated re- 
ſpectfully, and honoured with the name of Ma- 
dam. Io be ſure,” ſaid ſhe to herfelf, © my 


intended ſon-in-law muſt be a man 8 re- 


ſpected by the cadi; or this magiſtrate may 
poſſioly be terrified at the name of ſo formidable 
a captain of banditti; he is in ſuch a trepidation, 


that he has come out without his fandals : What 
a change! It is not I, now, that am to be ſent | 


to bedlam : ; but he eder to be ſent thither, 
who ſeems beſide himſelf at the mere hearing of 
a name; ; runs out in his robe, with bare feet, 
and without knowing what he does, or ſays. 
This cadi mult be much afraid indeed of robbers, 
and of my intended ſon-in-law more than of any 
other, elſe he would never ſubmit to ſuch a piece 
of impoſition.“ 
With theſe 3 in hes head, the old wo- 
man entered her home. The cadi entered with 


her; and inſtantly knew the Commander of the 


faithful. He would have proftrated himſelf be- 
fore his ſovereign : but a ſign from the prince, 


warned him not to diſcover his ſecret. After 


barely ſaluting him, therefore, the judge ſat down 
by Il Bondocani, who ſaid, “ My Lord, I propoſe 


to marry this old woman's daughter :” then the 


mother and the daughter came both forward. ; 
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whether ſhe would have him for her huſband ?” 


They both replied, © Yes, my Lord.“ The cadi 


next demanded, how much they required for the 


contract and the dowry? The old woman an- 
ſwered, Four thouſand ſequins for the one, 


and as many for the other.” © You, II Bondo- 
cani,” ſaid the cadi to the Caliph, © are you 
willing to pay theſe eight thouſand ſequins ?”? 
© Yes, my Lord,” returned the Caliph ; “ make 
out the contractx | 

The cadi was not a little at a loſs, how to o- 
bey his ſovereign's command. © He had ne- 
glected to bring paper: The only expedient that 


remained in his power, was, to write the con- 


tract upon the tail of his faragi. After writing 
the firſt lines, which formed the preamble, he 
addrefied the old woman; Madam, you mult. 
name the father and grandfather of your daugh- 
ter.” If the father and grandfather of my 
daughter were alive,” returned the old woman, 
raiſing her voice, and in a pitcous tone, I 
ſhould not be thus reduced to give her in marri- 


age to a man, of whom I dare not fay how un- 


favourably I think.” © All in good time, Ma- 
dam,” anſwered the cadi; “ but they are not a- 
live, and their names are requiſite here.“ © My 
daughter, ſaid the old woman, „is named Zu 
zulbe, and I Lelamain, The reit ſhall, on no ac- 


count, paſs my lips. She is of too good a fa- 


mily, I affure you, for the wife of a robber.” 
It is eaſy to conceive, how much the Caliph 


muſt have been inwardly entertained with the 


perplexity of the cali, the diflatisfaction of the 


good woman, and with the whole incidents of 


5 


„ | this 
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and the cadi aſked, whether they accepted Il Bon- 
docani's propoſals ?—the daughter, in particular, 
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this ſcene, which he owed to the fantaſtic dif- 
guiſe he had aſſumed. The contract was at laſt 
drawn out. The man of the law gravely cut off 


the piece upon which it was written, from the 


tail of his faragi, and delivered it to the young 
lady; but, being aſhamed to appear in the ſtreet, 
with a robe thus curtailed, he took it off, and 
gave it to the old woman, begging her to diſpoſe 
of it in alms to the poor. His ſervices being no 
farther neceſſary, he, hereupon, bowed and re 
tired. ; 
„ Certainly,” ſaid the old woman to her new- 
made ſon-in-law, © you muſt have played this 
cadi ſome fine trick or other, in the exerciſe of 
your profeſhon. You feem to know how to 
make yourſelf feared, as a captain of banditti. 
That poor man haſtened hither, without taking 
time to put on his fandals. He is gone back 
half-naked, leaving bis faragi here, and you have 
paid him nothing for his trouble, nothing for the 


contract; he has ſerved you, without money, 


and at the expence of his gown. Are all you 
robbers ſo narrow. in theſe matters?“ Y 

« My good mother,” replied the Caliph, 
« give yourſeif no concern as to the cadi's not 
being paid, or forgetting his gown. You and I 


have matters of more importance to ſettle. F 


muſt leave you for the preſent, that I may bring 
the dowry which I have ſtipulated to pay, and 
ſtuffs for dreſſes to my wife. You ſhall ſee, that 
I can be generous enough, upon occaſion.” 

% And what poor man's ftrong-box, and ware- 
houſe,” exclaimed the old woman, “are to ſup- 
ply means for your liverality * He mult be aſto- 
niſhed, to-morrow, to find himtelf robbed by he 
knows not whom : for I ſuppoſe that in a city 


ſuch 
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ſuch as this, you gentry, do your buſineſs very. 
quietly.” 

Haroun, without reply, returned to his palace; 
put on a dreſs more ſuitable to his dignity; ſent 


for an architect; ſpecified the houſe which he 
wiſhed him to embelliſh, and ordered him to take 


with him all the neceſſary workmen; and, as far 


as poſſible, to transform it inſtantaneouſly into 2 
ſumptuous palace. The grand viſier, added 
he, will furniſh you with whatever you ma 

want for the accompliſhment of this taſk. The 
whole muſt be done before ſun-ſet. You ſhall 
anſwer with your head for your activity in exe- 
cuting theſe orders. If the woman of the houſe 
aſk, who ſent you to work there ? tell her, her 
ſon-in-law. If the expreſs any anxiety to know 
the name or the profeſſion of her new!y-acquired 


relation; anſwer, that you know not who he 1s, - 
but only, that his name is { B:ndocant. Let 


none make the ſlighteſt mention of my rank to 
any perſon ; make a diſcreet choice of your work- 


men; and reflect, that your life depends upon 


your diſcretion and theirs,” 

The architect only anſwered, “ I ſhall obey 
the Prince of the faithful.“ He immediately 
furniſhes himſelf with materials. The houſe of 
old Lelamain is crowded with workmen, furni- 
ture, tapeſtry, ſtuffs : ladaers are ſet to the walls; 
on all ſides, within and without, are people at 
work. © Who ſent you hither 7” aſks old Le- 


lamain from the workmen ; “ What come you 


to do?” © We come to. improve and embelliſn 


ur houſe,” anſwered they; © to line the walls 
with this wood of aloes, to ſet up theſe marbles, 
theſe paintings, that furniture, theſe curtains 3 
all by the orders of your daughter's new-married 
huſband.” 


* 
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huſband.” © But, how do ye call him? What 
are his quality and condition?“ aſked the old 
lady. We know nothing of his quality, As 
to his name, We can eaſily ſatisfy you; it is ZZ 
Bondocani.” 


& I knew,” ſaid good Lelamain to herſelf, 


© that a captain of banditti could make bimſelf 


formidable through all the country round. But 
the fear of this man ſeems even to have ſpread 
through the city : Not one of theſe people dares 
call a robber by his proper name. Yew extraor- 
dinary, indeed !” 

While ſhe was making theſe relations; '« 


man came in, with a porter before him, e 


an iron cheſt, damaſked with gold. What 


bring you there * ſaid the old v'oman. The 


dowry of the new-married lady,“ anſwered the 


man: In this coffer you will find eight thou- 


ſand ſequins in gold, and two thouſand more for 
your expences: here is the key.“ 
In good time,” ſaid Lelamainz © my ſon- 


in-law, whatever he may be, is, at leaſt, a man 


of his word. But, where could he have all this ? 


Who is he? What does he?” © Tknow neither 
'who he is, nor what he does,” replied the meſ- 


ſengerz © you ſhould know your daughter's 
Huſband better than I: I, for my part, know 


nothing more of him, than that he is called II 


Bondocant.” 

In the mean time, the workmen had accom- 
pliſhed their taſk ; and night was not yet come. 
vuch a change had been produced upon this lit- 
tle houſe, (which, before they began their re- 
pairs, conſiſted of two wide rooms in a very de- 
folate condition, and having no other furniture 
but two deals f e upon ſtones, two wooden 

tools, 
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ftools, and two mats very much worn), that it 
ſeemed now not unfit for the reception even of 
a prince. Lelamain ſurveyed, one after another, 


all the objects by which this alteration had been 


effected; and, although ſo unſucceſsful in her 
former attempts, yet could ſhe not help going 
again to the workmen, one by one, and fayingy 
© You ſurely know who my ſon-in-law. is, and 
what is his condition?“ She received ſtill the 


ſame anſwer «© We know that his name is II 


Bondocani.” 


The old woman was, at laſt, left alone with 
her daughter: Your huſband, ? Taid ſhe to the 


maid, © mult be a very extraordinary man. He 


has long more in a day, than any other would 
attempt to accompliſh in a year. None but the 
Caliph, or a captain of banditti, could have ſo 
many people at his command. But, while theſe 
ſolks pay ſuch ready obedience to my ſon-in-law, 
they dare not avow, who he is: were his charac- 
ter declared, they ſhould, no doubt, have to 
bluſh both for him and themſelves. I addreſſed 

myſelf to the youngeſt of them, ſuppoſing that 
1 might perhaps ſucceed with him. His anſwer 


was; If one of us ſhould reveal the quality of 


your new relation, his imprudent hlabbing would 
colt him his life.” “ Undoubtedly, daughter, 
he is a captain of banditti, to whom you are be- 
trothed, and the whole world are afraid of him. 
God and his Prophet help us!“ 

The architect went to inform the Caliph, chat 
his Highneſs's orders were obeyad. He, and 
thoſe whom he had employed, were liberally re- 
compenſed. But the houſe was as yet provided 
only with thoſe articles of furniture which were 
Haroun now or- 

dered 
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dered Giafar to ornament it ſpeedily with all 
thoſe ſumptuous pieces of decoration, rather 
than of uſe, which uſually enrich the palaces of 
monarchs. Lelamain, when ſhe ſaw this new 


profuſion of luxurious ſplendour brought in, a- 


gain ſought to obtain information concerning the 
quality of him who ſent ſo many fine things. 
„ We know,” ſaid the bearers, as they placed 
the things in proper order, “ that they are ſent 
by your daughter's huſband, whoſe name is Il 


| Bondocani, We received our orders from 


Him.” 

Scarcely were theſe gone, when a new party 
knocked at the door: the old woman opened, 
and ſaw them bring in a number of bales of the 
richeſt ſtuffs, of all forts. When they opened 
the bales, and ſpread out the ſtuffs . Sis her; 
* For what purpoſe do you open out theſe beau- 
tiful ſtuffs ?” aſked ſhe. ** That you may ſee 
them, Madam.” © Your ſhewing them to me, 
is needlefs ; for we arg. by much too poor, to 
purchaſe any thing ſo *:luable.” © Is not this 
the houſe that was repaired to-day ?” aſked the 
others. Yes,” returned Lelamain. © Theſe 
are all yours, then; your newly-acquired rela- 
tion ſends them. Furniſh your houſe ; dreſs 


out the newly-married lady and your female 


Friends: Your ſon-in-law has abundance of e- 


very thing; ſpare you nothing. We were or- 


dered to tell you, that he would be here by e- 
leven o'clock.” Having ſaid thus much, they 
went away. „ 

& He will come at eleven,“ ſaid ſne; “ robbers 
dare not roam abroad, except at night, when all 
the world is aſleep.“ As ſhe ended this little re- 
flexion, ſceing that ſeveral things ſtill remained 
8 to 
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to be ſet in order, ſhe went to aſk the aſſiſtance 
of ſome of her neighbours. Great was their ſur- 
priſe, to ſee her houſe changed, in the courſe of 


a ſingle day, from what it had been before, into 
| n pompous palace. It was natural that they 


ſhould be curious to know, how ſo great and ſs 
ſudden a change had been effected. It had the 
air of inchantment, illuſion, the viſion of a dream. 


„ All has come about naturally enough, how= 


ever,“ ſaid Lelamain. This morning came a 
man who aſked my daughter in marriage. He 


ſent for the cadi; the contract was made out; 


and, in an inſtant after, by my ſon-in-law's or- 
ders, all the workmen in Bagdad were here, 
making theſe alterations, and bringing all that 
profuſion of fine things, which you fee.” 


{© In this caſe,” replied the neighbours, “ he 


muſt be a prince to whom you have given your 
daughter, or at leaſt the richeſt merchant in the 


fortunately,” returned the old woman. From 
what I have ſeen, I fear that my ſon-in-law is a 
robber; and, ſuch is the terror with which he 
ſeems to have impreſſed all who come from him, 
that I cannot ſuppoſe him to be leſs than a cap= 
tain of robbers.” At this declaration, her gueſts 
were alarmed. At leaſt, Madam,” ſaid they, 


“ put your ſon-in-law in mind, that it has been 


always the cuſtom for robbers, to ſpare their 
« Fear nothing,” anſwered the 
old woman: * My ton-in-law is ſurely a rob- 
ber; but I cannot ſuppoſe him capable of injur- 
ing his neighbours. Be you eaſy ; I engage, 
that he thalt not harm you.” | 

Her friends are thus encouraged. The men 


arrange the furniture; and the women aſſiſt the 


young 


« We are far from having happened ſo. 
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young wife to dreſs. Nature had, indeed, done 
fo much for her, that ſhe had little need of the 
aids of art, to render her charming; and yet, a 
jewel ſeems to acquire additional value, when 
employed to aſſiſt the effect of her charms. The 
ſtir within the houſe was interrupted anew, . by 
a noiſe at the door. Thoſe who knocked,” prov- 
ed to be perſons bringing diſhes of meat for a re- 
paſt, in the higeſt degree ſumptuous and delicate. 
A ſecond ſervice followed, conſiſting of the rar- 


eſt and fineſt fruits, and the moſt exquiſite con- 


fections. The moſt delicious wines, with other 
excellent liquors of all ſorts, accompanied the o- 
ther things prepared for this magnificent ban- 
quet. The vefiels were all gold and porce- 
lain. Here, Madam,” ſaid the bearers, © is 
a collation for yourſelf and your neighbours.” 
«© You come from my ſon-in-law ?” replied Le- 
lamain. But, once for all, for goodneſs” ſake, 
who is he? What is his condition ?” “„ We 
know no more than you,” was their anſwer; 
&« his name——” „Ahl his name I know bet- 
ter than you——No- neceſſity for its being ſo 

often repeated to me.” | 
'Theſe perſons retired, upon this; and Lela- 
main's neighbours began to look one upon ano- 
ther, and to believe, ſeriouſly, that her ſon-in- 
kw could be none other than a captain of rob- 
bers. 'Ihey however fat down at table, after 
putting alide ſome of the beſt diſhes, that the 
oung couple might ſup together when the huſ- 
bak {hould arrive. To make the moſt of the 
adventure, they took care to cat, with great ap- 
petite, of the good things which II Bondocani 
had provided. After riſing from their repatt, 
they tock Ilcaxe ct Lelamain and her daughter 3 
congratulating 
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congratulating them upon the happy change in 
their fortune, and wiſhing them all manner of 
proſperity. The news was ſoon ſpread through 
all quarters of the town, that a captain of rob- 
bers from the deſart, had married old Lelamain's 
charming daughter ; the whole affair had been 
negociated in one day; the houſe was already 
filled with the ſpoils of a dozen of caravans. 
Such were the reports given out. 


The young merchant, to whom Lelamain had 


propoſed her daughter, was, by this time, vio- 
lently in love with her. He was piqued to think, 
that a robber ſhould be preferred to him. He 
therefore contrived, how to ruin his rival, and 
regain the object of which he had deprived him. 
He determined to wait on the judge of the po- 
lice, and to make a declaration before that magi- 
{trate, which he might procure to be ſupported 
by proper witneſſes; and, in conſequence of 
which, the robber would be ſeazed and ſtrangled, 
without farther proceſs. He ſhould, himſelf, 
in conſequence of thus bringing the criminal to 
' juſtice, receive a ſhare of his confiſcated effects; 
and moreover, in ſpite of the accurſed old mo- 
ther, the daughter would be adjudged to him, and 
he ſhould enjoy the object of his paſſion. Such 
was the plan which the joint force of jealouſy, 
love, and avarice, prompted him to form, and to 
execute without delay. He inſtantly waited up- 
on the judge, rouſed his avidity by a deſcrip- 
tion of the riches which the fancied robber had 
impudently diſplayed in the houſe of Lelamain, 
and began with preſenting him a gratification, 
in hand. | | EN fan, 


This magiſtrate, being a covetous, ſelfiſh man, 


took the money, liſtened coolly to the merchant's 
VOL. I. D 


report, 
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report, gave himſelf time to reflect; and then ſaid, 
with a degree of gravity becoming his magiſterial 
importance: * Go home for the preſent; it is 
now only eight o'clock ; at ten, come back; that 
being the hour for ſupper, we may then poſſibly 
ſurpriſe the robber. I ſhall make him be ſeized, 
ſettered, and ſtrangled. I will likewiſe put you 
in poffeſſion of the daughter, and order the ba- 
ſtinado to be inflited on the old woman, as a 
puniſhment for her rejecting you, for ſuch a ri- 
val. But, nothing of all this muſt tranſpire.” 
The young merchant went home; and, at the 
hour agreed upon, returned. The judge had, 
jn the mean time, muſtered three hundred of his 
troops. He immediately mounted his horſe, and 
followed the informer to the old woman's houſe. 
He met with no perſon on his way thither, every 
body being retired to prepare for reſt. The ha- 
bitation of old Lelamain was foon inveſted. The 
mother and her daughter were fitting quietly to- 
gether, with a number of lights burning around 
them in golden candleſticks, and expecting the 
arrival of the generous robber. They heard a 
noiſe. Lelamain looked out at the window, and 
perceived the judge of the police, with his offi- 
cers, and a numerous band of attendants. 
They knocked repeatedly at the gate. The 
old woman would not open to them: But, the 
_ knocking became harder and louder. The per- 
ſom who beat ſo furiouily, was Chamama, the 
worthieſt officer that ever covetous and corrupt 
judge was bleſſed with. That dzmon incarnate 
gave out himſelf, that Satan was his father, and 
the devil Camas his brother. Let us break 
up the door,” cried he with fury, * fince it is 
not opened. There is a riſk of the treaſures 
| within 
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within eſcaping us. They are perhaps hiding 
them under ground, where we may not be able 
to find them: Beſides, a party of ſuperior ofh- 
cers may join us while we ſtand here, and ſhare 
our booty. The door is ſtrong, but we mult in- 
ſtantly get levers, and raiſe it off the hinges, if 
we would nor be diſappointed of our object.” 

This activity accorded entirely with the ſecret 
inclinations of the judge. But, the officer next 
under him, who was named Hazen, was natu- 
rally of z mild, beneficent, and charitable diſpo- 
fition, and was even diſpoſed to take the part or 
the unfortunate. ** The advice of Chamama, 
ſail this officer to the judge, “ is violent and 
dangerous. This houſe was never yet ſuſpected 
for a haunt of robbers. Perhaps the young mer- 
chant has been ſo far blinded by paſſion, as to give 
i: a falſe declaration. How greatly then ſhould we 
enianger ourſelves, by violating the retirements 
of women | They are under the expreſs protec= 
tion of the law; and we have to render an ac- 
count of our conduct to the Prince of the faith- 
3 | . 

Lelamain lent an ear to this diſcourſe. © Ah!” 
ſaid ſhe then, running back to her daughter, 
«© What unfortunate creatures are we | The 
judge is come hither, to ſearch for your robber, 
and ſeize him.” Do not open the door, mo- 
ther,” replied the young woman; © Perhaps, 
God may ſend us atliſtance, to relieve us from 
our perplexity.” The judge, however, {till con- 
tinued to knock at the door: Who are you,” 
ſaid the old woman, „ that knock with ſuch 
violence?“ © It is the judge of the police,” re- 
plied the deteſtable Chamama; “ open, thou in- 
famaus old woman, wo proſtituteſt youth, and 

8 „„ reſetteſt 


2 
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reſetteſt robbers. Knoweſt thou not how much 
thou endangereſt thyſelf by thine bbſtinacy ?” 

Here are none but two women,” replied 
Lelamain; © it becomes you to know and re- 
ſpect the law. We neither can, nor will open 
to you; * come not here.“ 

& Ah ſorcerefs !” replied Chenin: foam 
ing with rage, “open thy door; otherwiſe we 
will burſt it open; and thou and thy daughter 
ſhall both be burnt.” Lelamain made no anſwer 
to theſe menaces and invectives, but returned 
to her daughter. © See, now,” ſaid ſhe, © whe- 
ther my fears were well-founded. Is it evident 
or nor, now, that you are married to a robber ? 
Heaven grant that he come not here to-night |! 
If the judge and his officers can but lay their 
hands upon him, they will cut him in pieces. 
Ah! daughter, were your father alive, had even 
. brother eſcaped that misfortune, we ſhould 

aye made an alliance, which would not have 
occaſioned our door to be beſet by the judge and 
all his raggamuffins. 

“ What mean you?“ ſaid the young lady : 
« For ſome time, you may be ſenſible, the in- 
fluence of the ſtars, which predominates over 
human affairs, has ſingled us out, and purſued 
us with malignity : It is enough that we ſubmit 
to it: Why ſhould we voluntarily diſtreſs out- 
ſelves with anxieties which can do us no good?“ 

While the judge and Chamama continued to 
inſiſt upon the opening of the door, and the wo- 
men to lament their condition, without knowing 
what they ſhould do; the Caliph reſumed his 
2rrows and half-boots, and came to conſummate 


bis nuptials. The blaze of lights, the numbers 


of people about the houſe, and the noiſe which 
| was 
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was made, were together ſufficient to warn him, 
that ſomething extraordinary was going forward. 
He ſoon diſcerned, who was at the head of the 
' troop 3 and ſaw, by his fide, the young merchant 

to whom Lelamain had firſt propoſed her daugh- 
ter. | 15 

Chamama continued to knock at the door, 
and, at each blow, to utter horrid imprecations 
againſt thoſe within. He repeated all his former 
reproaches, and continued to threaten the baſ- 
tinado, hanging, burning, and whatever elſe he 
imagined moſt likely to frighten the women; 
calling, at the ſame time, for levers, to force 
the door. | : 1 

Some of the attendants were preparing to ef- 
fect their entrance in this manner. But Hazen, 
the lieutenant, ſtopped them, ſaying : Do not 
comrades, intrude by violence into a houſe, in 
which are only two women. The alarm will be 
enough to kill them. Beſides, how know we, 
whether the man we ſeek, be a robber, or not? 
We are infringing the law at the peril of our 
lives, and committing an act of extreme injuſ- 
tice.” BE 4] 

Pretty ſcruples theſe, for an officer of juſ- 
tice * cried Chamama. - „ You are unfit for 
e place, Hazen. Lou triffe ſqueamiſhly a- 

ut nothing, till the guilty will efcape. A wo- 
man who trades in proſtituting the virtue of o- 
thers, and gives up her own daughter to a rob- 
ber profeſſed, has forfeited the privileges of her 
ſex. Can you doubt the fellow's being a robber, 
when all the neighbours, of whom inquiry has 
been made, declare fo ?” | | | 

Infamous Chamama !” ſaid the Caliph ta 
himſelf, when he heard this language; © thy 
| 3 _ preſgns 
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preſent conduct, and thine oppreſſive principles, 


thall coſt thee dear: I will make a ſtriking ex- 


ample of thee.” So ſaying, he contrived how 
he might beſt get into Lelamain's houſe, unſeen. 
It ſtood contiguous to the gardens of a large 


palace, the gate of which opened into one. fide 


of a ſtreet. 'The palace belonged to Ilamir 
Youmis, the firſt of the princes and nobility of 
Bagdad, a cruel, bloody-minded man. The 
court was illuminated with a profuſion of lights. 
A eunuch fat in it on a marble ſopha. At ſight 
of the Caliph, the eunuch aroſe, and, raiſing his 
ſabre, advanced to meet him. The Caliph hold- 
ing out his ſabre, to parry an attack, exclaimed 
with paſhon ; © Accurſed negro ! is it thus that 
thou art ever ready to kill, without being at the 
pains to inquire, whether he is friend or foe, a- 
gainſt whom thou raiſeſt thine arm?“ 

Theſe words from the Caliph, and the fight 
of the ſabre, made the eunuch flee in terror to 
his maſter. Youmis was ſurprized, and aſked 
the cauſe of his trepidation. © I was at the gate 
of the palace,” ſaid the black; © A man of a 
irightful aſpect, came up to me. I went to ſend 
him away, or to ſtrike him with my ſabre, if he 
ſhould refufe to be gone. He drew his fabre, 
ſpoke to me in a voice of thunder, and was raiſ- 
ing his arm, to cleave me to the ground.” 

% Baſe coward |* anſwered Hamir Youmis ; 
< thou haſt fled from thme own ihadow, per- 
haps ; yet I would know, who has had the pre- 
ſumption to threaten my flave. His life ſhall 
anſwer for his infolence. To infult my ſlave, is 


to attack myſelf.“ 80 faying, Ilamir Youmis 


took up a maſly-brazen mace, and went to find 
the object of the eunuch's fears. 15 
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The Caliph, who had remained in the court, 
ſeeing Youmis approach, addreſſed him thus: 
6 Youmis, Is this your houſe?” The chief e- 
mir no ſooner heard the Caliph's voice, than his 

mace dropped from his hands, and he proſtrated 
| himſelf at his maſter's feet: Commander of 
the Faithful! your ſlave is ready to receive your 
commands.” 8 | | os 
Poſt thou deſerve to be honoured with my 
commands? ſtupid and neghgent as thou art;“ 
replied the Caliph. * Thou art chief of my e- 
mirs, and ruler in this quarter of the city; where 
is thy care to maintain order?“ A poor woman 
in thy near neighbourhood is at this inſtant op- 
preſſed and inſulted. The judge of the police 
and his ruffian officers are the actors in this ſcene 
of violence and injuſtice. For ſuch purpoſes do 
they abuſe the privileges of office. And thou 
art far from exerting thine authority to redreſs 
ſuch flagrant abuſes. Thou, in the mean time, 

drunkard that thou art! lieſt aſleep in the arms 
of thy women; and leaveſt all to the direction 
of a eunuch. Thou art at beſt but a pitiful and 
cowardly wretch, to ſuffer thine equals to be in- 
ſulted, and this at thy very gate!“ 

© Commander of the Faithful! I could not 
have the leaſt knowledge of the diſturbance your 
Highneſs mentions. Till this moment I had re- 
_ ceived no notice of it. Had the noiſe reached 
my ears, I ſhould have treated the judge and his 
party agreeably to their demerits. With your 
permiſſion, I go to teach them, whether it be- 
comes them or not, to diſturb the tranquillity of 
the -city-7.- | | 

4 Have done with this unreaſonable boaſtin 
of thy zcal and courage. The houſe which they 


have 


„ 


| 
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have beſet, is adjoining to the walls of thy 
garden. Let us croſs it. Get me two ladders, 


by which I may enter over the walls, into the 


houſe that is beſieged. | 

Youmis obeys. They paſs through the gar- 
den. Youmis holds one ladder inclined againſt 
the wall, while the Caliph mounts it ; and, with 
the help of the other, goes down upon the ter- 
race of the houſe that contained his bride. You- 
mis followed. Stop here,” then ſaid the Ca- 
liph, © till I call you.” Haroun himſelf drew 
near to a window, and, looking in, ſaw that the 
architect had executed his orders reſpecting the 
decorations of the apartments with great exact- 


neſs. They were brilliantly illuminated. His 


young wife was ſo richly arrayed, that her beau- 
ty appeared in his eyes ſtill more charming than 
before. It dazzled with all the radiance of the 
ſun, riſing through an unclouded ſky : her eyes 
were bathed in tears, and pearls ſeemed to chaſe 
each other down her cheeks. Never did the 
full moon ſhine with half that mild, yet vi- 


vid luſtre, which now adorned the brow of the 


fair Zutulbe. The amorous Haroun Alraſchid 
was in an ecſtaſy of joy and love; from which 
he was ſoon rouſed by an exclamation of Lela- 
main's. | 

“ Daughter | they continue to knock furiouf- 
ly. 'The door will be laid in pieces. What will 
become of us, poor women, who have none but 


God to help us, in the hands of thoſe tygers ? 


Some devil it was, ſurely, that ſent us this rob- 
ber, whoſe alliance thus completes the ſum of 


our misfortunes.” Mother,“ returned the 


daughter, © you do yourſelf wrong, and increaſe 


our diſtreſs needleſsly, in ſuppoſing my huiband 


N 
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a robber. I cannot, for my part, think that -he 


is; but J have received him, by your conſent, 
from the hand of God; and it is my duty to 
ſubmit cheerfully to the divine decree, by which 


I have been joined to him. Every reproach or 
aſperſion thrown out againſt him, is equally in- 


jurious to me.” Such words from his bride, 


were the ſweeteſt muſic to the Caliph's ear. 
“ God be praiſed !“ cried Lelamain, “ fince - 
thou art content with thy lot, my poor daughter. 


J alſo ſee many things about him, with which I 


am far from diſpleaſed. Would that I were a 
bird, to meet him, and whiſper in his ear, that 
he come not hither to-night. If he come, and 
fall into the hands of theſe ruffians, he is a dead 
man. They will cut him in pieces; and then 
e1ze every thing here. You and I, my dear 
daughter, thall be lambs in the jaws of the 
wolf.” 

The Caliph, in order to interrupt theſe com- 
plaints, took up a ſmall ſtone, and aiming at the 


light which ſtood beſide the mother, put it out. 


Lelamain lighted it again, without taking any 


notice of the accident. A ſecond ſtone extin- 
guiſhed the light with which fhe had rekindled 
the former; and the good woman ſought a third 
to rekindle this. The wind is ſurely ſtrong, 


ſaid ſhe, “or ſome ſpirit in the air diverts ittelf 


with putting out theſe lights.“ While ſhe was 


. ſpeaking, a bit of gravel fell upon her hand. She 


uttered a cry of ſur priſe, and looked towards the 
window, where ſhe immediately faw the Caliph 
on the outſide. Here is your huſband,” ſaid 
ſhe to her daughter; “ he comes by the way 
which all ſuch perſons are obliged to take. A 
thief never enters by the door. Will you now 

maintain 
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i * maintain againſt me, that he is not ſuch? Thank 
1 God! he has for once eſcaped the oſſicers of 
ll juſtice; and I cannot tell. how happy I am!“ 


1 Then ſpeaking to himſelf, „ Return,” ſaid ſhe, 
% quickly, by the way thou cameſt. Here is no 
good for thee. Doſt not thou hear the noiſe 
which is made at the door by a band of other 
'f robbers? They will give thee no quarter.” | 
FE While Lelamain was anxiouſly making this 
harangue, the Caliph laid aſide his boots, his 
cloak, and his girdle; and, wrapping them up 
with his bow and arrows in a parcel, ſprang 
with the nimblenefs of a bird into the apartment. 
He ſaluted the mother affectionately; and then 
fondly embraced the daughter, before either 
could have time to ſpeak. | | 
„ Robber?” ſaid the old woman, “is this 
a time for kiſſing and embracing, when a party 
are in ſearch of thee, to take thy life? The 
leaſt that it can colt thee is. theſe two hands. 
Thus are perſons of thy character handled by 
1. juſtice, even when moſt mercifully dealt with. 
; Art thou not afraid of all thoſe people?“ 
No, my good mother,” anſwered the Ca- 
14 liph. I ö have ſeen many more than thoſe in 
1 my time; and, ſuch as you ſee me, I am made 
for noiſe. Heed them not. They have ſupped, 
and have had nothing ſo agreeable as I find here, 
to detain them at home. My dear wife and I 
muſt fit down to ſupper. Their noiſe will ſerve 
us for muſic. Give us ſome of your beſt diſhes : 
You would make good cheer for your neigh- 
bours ; and' you cannot but have ſomething nice 
remaining.” | 
The old woman covered the table, ſaying, as 
ſhe did ſo, He is a perfect devil this; no 0 5 
: 5 afraid 
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afraid of three hundred men, than Jof a mouſe. 
After all the ill that is ſaid of the trade, I can con- 
ceive that a woman may love a robber. They are 
nimble as antelopes, and bold as lions.“ The 
Caliph ſat down by his bride, at the table. Le- 
lamain's place was oppoſite to them. She gazed 
on her ſon-in-law, while he ate with a good ap- 
petite, and caſt his eyes, from time to time, 
with inexpreſſible fondneſs, on his ſpouſe : This 
filent eloquence was now and then interrupted 
by gallant and tender expreſſions of his love. 

«© Delight of my ſoul!” ſaid the enraptured 
Caliph, © give me but that bit from your- roſy 
lips, which has received the perfume of your de- 
licious breath. Ah! could I but ſurpriſe one 
figh breathed for me!“ | 

«© What a deluding tongue!“ muttered the 
old woman; „where has he ſtolen theſe honied 
words, to make my daughter fond to diſtraction 
of him, to-night, that ſhe wy weep out her 
eyes for him to-morrow :-“ You are ſpeaking 

to yourſelf, good mother; what is it you fſay ?” 
hat you might ſhew more regard to me: am 
I ſo undeſerving of your polite attentions 7 —— 
I honour, I reſpect your wrinkles, Madam; 

they beſpeak a venerable experience, maturity of 
. underſtanding, and of years.” — Plague upon 

your maturity! I have ſeen the time when more 
gallant compliments were paid me.” “ That 
1 can well believe, from the reſemblance which 
you {till bear to your lovely daughter.” 

80 ſaying, Haroun fondly embraced his wife. 

But, all of a ſudden, the terrible Chamama 
thundered at the door: “ Open! open ! thou 
old forcereſs !? and knocked at the ſame time, 
as if his arms had been made of braſs. “ Fear 
| | not, 
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not, my dove,” ſaid the Caliph; “ let us enjoy 
the delights of mutual love. No pleaſure has 
ſo exquiſite a reliſh as that which is attended 
with anxiety. Beat, knock, thunder with thy 
diſcordant voice, thou bluſtering Chamama |! 
compel the tender, trembling beauty, who is 
frightened by thy threats, to flee, for refuge, in- 
to my arms; and her ſoul to eſcape by her lips 
into my heart.” © Have done, thou dog of a 
robber !” cried the old woman : © wilt thou not 
eſcape by the window, and leave us here? The 
houſe is ready to take fire; and muſt thy breath 
kindle the blaze? As for me, I am more dead 
than alive.” p X $74 

J will not be gone,” ſaid the Caliph; „ I 
am too happy here. But, as it is time for us to 
go to bed, and as you diſlike the muſic, let us 
fend.away the muſicians. Take this ring, ſpeak 
through the key-hole to the perſons who are 
knocking, and tell them; My daughter's huſ- 
band is here, and bids me deliver this ring into 
the hands of the judge, who will fee, by it, what 
it behoves him to do.” ; 

« And will your ring, think you, turn their 
heads, as you have turned my daughter's, with 
theſe twining arms of yours? Although the 
cadi might be in connivance with you; ſure all 
theſe people cannot. But, if you ſucceed in this 


- maſterpiece of enchantment, as in ſo many o- 


thers ; I ſhall inſtantly put on a double belt, like 


yours, to give me that look of activity which be- 


comes your profeſſion; and beg you to teach me, 
as my firſt leſſon in roguery, how to ſteal a Wo- 
man's ſhoes from her feet, and come of, with» 
out detection.” . 
« You 
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© You chooſe to be pleaſant, good mother. 
So much the better; the fitter are you to diſ- 
charge my commiſſion. 'Take the ring, open 
the door ſo far as that you may put out your 
arm; deliver the ring to the judge, and tell him, 
& This is my ſon-in-law's ring; his name is II 
Bondocani. Pronounce the name in a firm, 
diſtin& tone of voice.“ I go,” ſaid the old 
woman; „ that name has magic in it, I know, 
to make men {till and ſtupid as ſtatues.” 
While Lelamain goes to deliver the ring and 
the meſſage, the Caliph returns by the window 
to the terrace. Youmis was there in waiting for 
him. Take my ſabre, ſaid the prince © get 
down inſtantly by your ladder into the ftreet 
ſee, whether any one have the audacity to com- 
mit, or to order the ſmalleſt violence; whoever 
is guilty, ſtrike off his head. Diſcover yourſelf 
aſſoon as you ſee that my ring, which I have 
ſent out to them, has diſpoſed the whole party 
to pay a due obedience to my commands. De- 
grade the judge; inveſt the Hazen with his au- 
thority. Take into cuſtody, the judge, Chama- 
ma, and all ſuch others of the party, as you have 
obſerved to be forward in the aſſault. They 
muſt be all laid in irons till to-morrow; and you 
will then inflict the puniſhment due to their de- 
merits.“ e 

After giving theſe orders to Youmis, the Ca- 
liph returned to his bride; and the chief of the 
emirs haſtened to fulfil his maſter's commands. 
He inſtantly went down near the tumultuous 
band, with his naked ſabre under his gown. 
The old woman was, in the mean time, holdin 
a parley with Chamama, at the door: © Ceaſe 
knocking thus at the door, thou devil's whelp,” 
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faid ſhe, © retire for a moment; I would ſpeak 
with my Lord ; I have a ring to deliver him.” 
“ Open the door, and give me the ring, thou 
old fink of impurity : My Lord is on horſeback ; 
and ſhould he diſmount for thee ?? © He ruſt 
diſmount,” returned the old woman; © I have 
a ring to give into his own hands from my ſon- 
in-law : My Lord judge will ſurely be able to 
read the inſcription upon it.“ A mighty 
matter to read, truly! My Lord,” continued 
Chamama, turning to the judge, © let me cut 
down the door with two or three blows of this 
hatchet z we may then ſeize that ſon of the gal- 
lows, with all his plunder, the old woman, and 


her daughter, who is as bad as herſelf.” - 


“ My Lord,” ſaid the Hazen, “your wiſdom 
cannot, ſurely, approve of Chamama's violence. 
vou may ſoon know what the ring means. We 
underſtand that the man we are in ſearch of, is 
now in the houſe. How he came there, is hard 
to tell; for it is regularly inveſted. It is not 


therefore the abode merely of a imple woman, 


into which we are preparing to force admiſſion. 
If, after inſpecting the ring, you continue in the 
mind to break down the door in the caſe of re- 
ſiſtance, here am I ready to give the firſt blow. 
But, firſt, permit me to fend theſe people a 
ſhort way backwards, and to queſtion the wo- 
man.” : | Cx 

The judge was in a manner forced to yield to 
ſo reaſonable a propoſal. Chamama retired, ut- 
tering the moſt horrible imprecations. The Ha- 
zen approached the door. Open, without 
fear,” ſaid he to the old woman, © and give 
me the ring: from whom do you bring it?“ 
© From my ſon-in-law,” replied Lelamain, with 
ER... | ſomewhat - 
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ſomewhat more confidence, in conſequence of 
the mild words of the Hazen : © He ſays, that 


his name is Il Bondocani.” : 


The Hazen faithfully delivered the ring to the 
judge, and, with it, the meſſage, word by word. 
The name of Il Bondocani had no effect upon 
the accurſed Chamama, who was not in the ſe- 
cret of it. Who,” ſaid he, “ is this Bondo- 
cani, who ſends us this ring! He ſhall have an 
hundred baſtinadoes, with his ring upon his 
finger, out of reſpect to the dignity of his name. 
The old woman ſhall: be cut in pieces. I will 
have her burnt to cinders, to powder, and that 
ſtrewed in the next brook. Open the door fully 
upon both fides, otherwiſe I will break it down 
with my hatchet.” 

„ Peace! wretch,” ſaid the aſtoniſhed judge. 

«© 'Thine infamous, inſatiable avarice, thy horri- 
Ble villany, has ruined us all.“ His Lordſhip 
had, by this time examined the ring, and the 
name of Il Bondocani was well known to him. 
The words, I is the Caliph, which the magiſtrate 
| uttered, were at the ſame time repeated from 
mouth to mouth through the whole party, till 
they reached Chamama's ear. | 
But, if vipers, ſerpents, hydras, and all the 
hideous animals upon earth, had hiſſed at once 
in Chamama's ears, he could not have been 
more terribly alarmed. He fell down, like a 
dead lump, upon the ground; bit the earth, 
and daſhed his head upon it with the vehemence 
of deſpair. His awakened and agonizing conſci- 
ence preſents him with a frightful view of all his 
crimes. His whole frame is convulſed, with all 
the moſt dreadful ſymptoms of madneſs and epi- 
lepty. Fam Ne J am thunderſtruck 

| 2 
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I am dead!” cried he. In this deſpairing con- 


dition was he found, when perſons came, by 


Tlamir Loumis' orders, to fetter him, and carr 
him into confinement in the houſe of that Emir. 
Good Lelamain had watched to fee what effects 
the name and ring of her ſon-in-law might have. 
When ſhe returned into the houſe, her uneafi- 
neſs was entirely gone; but her ſurprize become 
much greater than ever. ” 

“ 'The word and the taliſman have not failed,” 
faid ſhe: © An awful name, this of yours} I 
abſolutely ſhudder to think of it. As to the 
ſcoundrel Chamama, he has not a bowel in his 
belly by this time; and all the reſt are petrified 


with fear. Sure, you mult have done the offi- 


cers of the police much miſchief, before you 
could make yourſelf ſo very formidable to them. 


Hark! the noiſe is ſtill; no lights are now to 


be ſeen in the ſtreet : They are all gone, I be- 


live. Welt! I ſhould be pleaſed myſelf, to 


make people do as much for me, out of good- 
will; but God keep me from ever being the ob- 
ject of general terror: for, we muſt account for 


all at the laſt.” 


* Yes, good mother,” ſaid the Caliph, © you 


mult give in your account likewiſe; and if there 
be harm in loquacity, ſure, you have not a little 
to reckon for.“ Then approaching his young 


wife; „Idol of my ſoul!“ ſaid he, art thou 


now eaſy?” Ah!“ replied ſhe, © it was only 
for you I trembled.” *© Dear, charming words!“ 
ſaid Haroun ; “ an angel engraves them on m 
heart; and never ſhall they be effaced. But, 
dear Zutulbe, for I have not forgotten your pret- 
ty name, tell me, is your heart now perfectly 
free from anxiety!” ED 


« Net 


— 


| 


But, it does me no harm; I ſhould rather, in- 


all the dewy pearls of the morn, at once fears 


day. Such is my charming Zutulbe.” 


paſſed the night in irons, in the court of the e- 
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© Not quite at eaſe,” replied Zutulbez © EF 
feel a ſtronger emotion than fear could inſpire: 


deed, wiſh it to be augmented than allayed: I 
cannot help feeling, at the ſame time, a fort of 
ſlight fear—” LI | 5 
„The delight of my life,” ſaid the fond Ca- 
liph, „found in a fair garden, at the dawn of 
day.” © Yes, my dear huſband, I am found | 
fo.” © Well! the opening roſe, ſparkling with. 3 
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and deſires to meet the radiance of the ſtar of 


„And ſuch is my robber of a ſon- in- law,“ 
ſaid the old woman, having her arms croſſed up- 
on her breaſt, and looking kindly upon the fond 
pair, © who, after doing ſo much miſchief, and 
impreſſing fo great fear, every where elſe, comes 
hither to rob me of the heart of my child. God 
and his Prophet bleſs your union, fuch as it is; 
for a marriage it is, to be ſure: As for me, I 
have nothing to do here, but to put out the lights.” 
Haroun Alraſchid, now more in love than he 
had ever been in his life, undreffed Zutulbè with 
his own hands; and the mother drew the cur- 
tains upon the fond couple. Here let us leave 
them, that we may ſee how Ilamir Youmis ac=- 
quitted himfelf of the commiſſion with which he 
was charged. The Hazen having been inveſted 
by him in the authority of the depofed judge, 
and mounted upon his horſe, was permitted to 
return home, with all ſuch of the party as had 
conducted themſelves without any blameable de- 
gree of .inſolence. Chamama, the judge, and 
four other raſcals of the ſame ſpirit as Chamama, 
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mir's palace. Soon as it was day, the jadge · 
was ſent to priſon; and Chamama to the next 
croſs-way, where he expired under the baſtina- 
do. His body was cut in pieces. His four wor- 
thy comrades, after being rudely handled in the- 
fame ſtyle, were caſt into a dungeon, more dead: 
than alive. Their crime was, prevarication and 
oppreſſion in the diſcharge of their employments, as: 
officers of juſtice. | : 

Theſe puniſhments. had been inflicted by 
the time Haroun. and Zutulbe: opened their. 
eyes. The Caliph aroſe. He naturally ſuppoſ- 
ed that Youmis would have informed Giafar and 
Meſrour of the night's. adventure, and that all 
was quiet. at, the palace. But, his affairs now 
rendered it neceſſary. for himſelf to repair thi- 
ery. : e : | 

Good mother. Lelamain had prepared a colla- 
tion, which the young couple found very. agree=- 
able. A little deſultory converſation was inter- 
mixed. = | 

« Heaven grant,“ faid the old woman, that 
our misfortunes end here! Never were poor 
women more unfortunate than. we ; after. being. 
once rich and happy. above our wiſhes.” 

4 What!“ ſaid the Caliph, if you had rich- 
es, who has taken them from you?“ „ Envi- 
ous fortune and injuſtice,” anſwered: Lelamain. 
« And you have ſuffered from theſe in Bagdad?“ 
returned the Caliph, with an. appearance of. an- 
xiety. Where elſe,” anſwered the old woman, 
« fince- we have lived all our lives here?“ 
& That cannot be, under the reign of Haroun: 
Alraſchid.“ „Was he not reigning a month 
ago?“ © But, does not he diſapprove and repreſs. 
all injuſtice?” © Yes, yes,” anſwered Lela- 

| | main, 
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main, © he puniſhes injuſtice rigidly enough in 


others. But, for injuſtice in himſelf, he par» 


dons it in that quarter, unleſs you ſhould ſuppoſe, 


that he knows not what he does.” ©: You ſur- 


priſe me, good mother.. Pray, let me hear how 
the matter ſtands.? The delegates. of his au- 
thority muſt have abuſed the truſt repoſed in 


them.” 


& No;” ſaid Lelamain, © in the preſent in- 
ftance, no ſuch abuſe has been committed. It. 
was he himſelf in perſon, the ſage Haroun, that 
pattern for princes, who did all the ill. Would 
that he had contented himſelf with ſtripping per- 
ſons of our birth and rank, of all their ſubſtance, . 
and reducing us to the ſtate of miſery and meanneſs 
in which you found us. Had he only brought 
us to this condition, in which, to avoid periſh- 
ing by hunger, I have been obliged to give my 


daughter to ſuch a man as you; I could have for- 


given him for all this: But, to rob me cruelly of 
my deareſt ſon, of a jewel, of which you have 
not the match, although you poſſeſs his fiſter: 
Zultulbe——The bulruthes of the Nile are not: 
ftraighter than he, nor the cedars of Lebanon, 
which are viſited by the devout, more gracefully. 
majeſtic in their aſpect. He was mild as a lamb. 
candid in his. manners as a dove: The eye of the 
eagle was never more piercing than his judgment; 
the ſquirrel not more active: He was Hazeb, 
and ſerved the Caliph with unequalled attach 
ment, aſſiduity, and zeal. It might have been 
thought, that the Prince loved him. Put wl 6: 
can truſt to thoſe tigers of monarchs.? He com- 
manded his faithful ſervant's death, and in an in- 
tant completed both his ruin and ours. Ah! my 


poor Lemaleddin!“ cried the old woman here; 


« the: 
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« the tyrant who condemned thee to death for 
a glaſs of water, had ſurely drunk thirty glaſſes 
of wine more than enough.” . 

The Caliph, as he heard this relation, began 
to perceive how much he had erred. But, as he 
had never befqre received ſuch a leſſon from any 
perſon, although he had taken ſeveral to himſelf 
in the courſe of his life; he wiſhed to excuſe 
what he had done, as much as poſſible. 

« have heard the affair of Hazeb Yemaled- 
din mentioned,” ſaid he; “ there was ſomething 
more in it than the glaſs of water.” ——*® You 
mean a plate of cataifs? A fine affair, truly! 
My ſon kept too good a table of his own, to have 
any fancy for ſuch traſh. He knew not whence 
the plate came. He gave it, for whatever it 
might be worth, to the watchman of our ward.“ 
„ But,“ ſaid the Caliph, „ there was 
ſomething much more ſerious than what you 


Tpeak of. He looked upon the lady while the 


was drinking, and was therefore lawfully con- 
demned to death — : 
“ Don't you go to phcad here for the Caliph, 

and the law. Perſons of your ſtamp have no 
buſineſs to underſtand it. My fon never looked 
upon the woman : the poor good youth had no 
more malice in his heart, than a lamb. Burt, 
even if he had ſeen her face; he has nothing of 
the baſiliſg about him: Would his eyes have 
killed her ? Did he know her to be another man's 
wife? If all thoſe men were to loſe their eyes, 
who happen, by chance, to fee a woman in the 
ſtreets, we ſhould meet with few but blind men. 
— But, ſhe was one of the Caliph's wives; and 
whoever looks upon any of them mult die,” you 
will perhaps ſay. Why, then, does the _ 
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fuffer them to run up and down the ſtreets, if 
thoſe who happen to be abroad at the ſame time, 
are ever as if a ſabre were hung by a hair over 
their heads? Let him put a label upon the fore- 
heads of thoſe whom he permits to walk about; 
and I warrant you they fhall find neither a man 
nor a glaſs of water in the way.” 
© But, tell me, thou robber by profeſſion —for I 
cannot doubt of thy being ſo, ſince all the world ſay 
that thouart, and purſuethee, to puniſh thee as ſuch 
—Wouldſt thou be guilty of ſuch another piece 
+ of cruelty, as that of which I accuſe the Com- 
mander of the Faithful, God's vicegerent upon 
earth?“ „3 

«© You indeed attack people for their property; 
but, you never kill them, unleſs in ſelf-defence z 
their feet and their hands, you always leave them, 
to draw them out of the affair, the beſt way they 
can. Would you affaſhnate, without compaſſion, 
one who had ſerved you faithfully !—Yet, you 
are not princes; you are only robbers: and I 
am tempted to think, that there will be an hun- 
dred robbers in paradiſe, for one prince; as it 
cannot be denied, that Haroun Alrafchid is the 
moſt perfect model of a good king, upon earth.“ 

Here honeſt Lelamain ſtopped ; and it was 


indeed time. Haroun was confounded by the 


truths which ſhe urged, and could advance no- 
thing farther in his own defence. | 
«© You have reaſon, I ſee, good mother,” faid 
he; „the Caliph is wrong. He has ſuffered 
himſelf to be hurried away by paſſion. All a- 
bout him have been in a haſte to obey the dig- 
tates of his anger. He has not found, in his whole 
court, one friend or counſellor, to perform the 
friendly 
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friendly duty of ſtaying his raſh hand. He is 
much to be blamed, but ſtill more to be pitied.” 
„ Happily, there is yet no great harm done. 
Your fon is alive. Your whole fortune has been 
ruined in a moment, but may be as ſuddenly re- 
ſtored. I am going out. I have ſome little in- 
tereſt in the palace, I ſhall uſe it all to ſerve you; 
and I may venture to promiſe, that you ſhall, this 


day, embrace your ſon.” 


“ Son-in-law,” replied Lelamain, © you may 
make us believe what you pleaſe here : But, the 


Caliph is not a man to run after you, without his 


flippers. You have not now the ring which 
ſpread ſo much confuſion through the judge of the 
police's raſcally troop. Don't you pretend to in- 
termeddle in the affairs of the great Haroun Al- 
raſchid, to whom the earth and the fea are ſub- 
ject; before whom the ſtars bow their heads, in 
onour to the vicar of our great Prophet. 'The 
grand vizier, Giafar, durſt not undertake what 
you propoſe.” | . 
« Be you eaſy here, ſince you are let alone: 


change your way of life; remain with us; be- 


come an honeſt man: give alms: God is good, 


and will pardon the paſt : By going out, you will 


expoſe yourſelf to the utmoſt danger, and leave 
us here in a ſtate of extreme anxiety. Look how 
tenderly the eyes of my poor Zutulbe ſeem to en- 
treat you to be careful of yourſelf; and think 
with yourſelf, that thoſe baubles of gold, filk 
and jaſper, which you leave with us, will not 
make up to us for the loſs we ſhall ſuffer in being 
deprived of yourſelf. My.ſon is innocent; he is 
under the divine protection; and although I can- 
not love you ſo well as him, I am however leſs 
afraid for him than for you,” 


The 


_ 
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The Caliph was moved even to tears by this 


diſcourſe of Lelamain's, ſo full of amiable affec- 


apartment. 


tion, and of pious ſentiments. He aroſe to go 
out; but Zutulbe and her mother held him by 
his gown. 
written on the plate of gold that adorned the brow 
of the high-prieſt of the Jews,” ſaid they to him, 
« do not leave us.” N | . 

Haroun, {till more affected, took Lelamain by 


the hand, in a tender reſpectful manner: O my 


good mother!“ ſaid he, you have given me 
a treaſure in the perſon of your amiable daughter; 
and you give me, what is even more valuable, in 
thoſe wiſe inſtructions which I may with ſo much 
advantage apply to the regulation of my future 
conduct. I vow to you a warm and laſting at- 
tachment, and the ſincereſt gratitude, of which 
you ſhall receive the moſt ſignal proofs. But, 
permit me to go out; and as for my perſonal 
ſafety, make yourſelves perfectly eaſy. Buſineſs 
of indiſpenſable neceſſity calls me hence. Adieu 
dear Zutulbez you {ſhall ſoon ſee me again.” 
With this he left them, and returned to his 
palace, by a private paſſage, which led to his own 


Immediately after his arrival, he put on his 
robes of ſtate, aſcended his throne, and ordered 


Hig viziers, emirs, and other officers, to be aſſem- 


'bled before him. 


While each of them took his 
place, the Caliph fat with his head reclining on 


his hand. 


« Cruel Caliph!” faid he to himſelf; & thou 


haſt heaped affliction upon an illuſtrious family, 


reſpectable equally for their high rank, and their 
important ſervices : Thou hait almoſt ſtained thy 
hands with the blood of one of thy moſt faithful 


ſubjects ;_ 


© In the name of God, which is 
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ſubjects: Thou haſt caſt a princeſs, whoſe virtues 
and misfortunes thould have rendered her reſpec- 
table in thine eyes, to languiſh in a dungeon: 
Thou haft, acted as an odious tyrant ; and yet 
thy courtiers exalt thee to the ſfkies. In their 
flattering language, thou art the Great Haroun 
Alraſchid !” | | 

While the Caliph was taking this painful re- 
troſpective view of his own conduct, the moſt 
illuſtrious of his ſubjects and courtiers were pro- 


ſtrated before him. He looked, with an air of 


diſſatisfaction, on that deceitful homage ; and 
thought himſelf rather diſgraced, than honoured, 


by their abject adoration. 


& Riſe, I command you,” ſaid he. «Releaſe 
the noble Hazeb Yemaleddin from priſon. Ar- 
ray him in a rich robe, and conduct him hither. 


I have myſelf examined into the unlucky affair for 


which he was condemned, and have received the 
moſt ſatisfaCtory proofs of his innocence. In- 
ſtead of puniſhment, he merits rewards; I ſhall 
this day recompenſe him for what he has unde- 
ſeryedly ſuffered. —You viziers who hear me, 


and know how ready I am to liſten to the truth; 
tell me how it came, that you, who ſhould haye 


known, better than I, the fidelity of the ſubject 
againſt whom 1 had been prepoſſeſſed by appear- 
ances, did not, any of you, make the ſlighteſt 
attempt to clear up my miſtake, and fave a man 
of his dignity and merits 7” 8 | 

« O Caliph!” replied the viziers, © reſpect 
held us mute.” *© 1 hate,” returned the Caliph, 
de that reſpect which conceals the truth: let it 
never hereaſter be exerciſed towards me.“ Ihe 


viziers kiſſed the ground, in token of their dif- 


polition to obey. | 
[74 Yemaleddin 
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Yemaleddin was now brought in, and pro- 
ſtrated himſelf at the foot of the throne. Ha- 
roun deſcended, to inveſt him, with his own 
hands, in the richeſt pellice from the royal 
wardrobe. *© God prolong your life, Sove- 
reign of the faithful!“ ſaid the young Hazeb; 
e as he has turned your favour upon me.” —— 
I create you,” ſaid the Caliph, © prince above 
all the princes of my empire, and chief of all my 
emirs. Go, bear conſolation to your mother.” 
Yemaleddin was eager to obey ſo pleaſing a com- 

mand. 

He ſuppoſed that he was to proceed on foot, 
and unattended: but a horſe with rich harneſs 
ſtood ready at the gate; and the viziers were or- 

dered to attend in his tram. Four gentlemen went 
before, to give Lelamain notice of her ſon's ap- 

proach, left the ſurpriſe might be too great, if he 
{hould appear abruptly in her preſence. 

While Yemaleddin went home, Giafar and 
Meſrour conducted the young princeſs of Perſia 
to her apartment. Haroun, after the offence 

. which he had offered her, would not venture to 
appear in her preſence. She was his wife only 
by a contract, which might be torn in pieces. 
The Caliph's two confidants were directed to in- 
form her, that ſhe was reſtored to liberty, and 
might ſpend the reſt of her days in the palace, 

in the character, and in the enjoyment of all 
the honours, of either wife or daughter to che 
Sovereign. 
The princeſs of Perſia, when ſhe conſented to 
ive her hand to Haroun, had conſidered it as a 
high honour for her to become one in the num- 
ber of the wives of the Commander of the faith- 
ful: but her heart had conceived no paſſionate 
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attachment to his perſon. She felt a ſecret ſa- 
tisfaction at the propoſal now made to her. 
In me,” ſaid ſhe to the confidants of the 
prince, © you ſee the ſubmiſſive, grateful, and 
reſpectful daughter of the Commander of all the 
faithful.” 5 | 

Haroun was charmed to learn that ſhe had re- 
ceived his propoſal in this modeft manner, and 
immediately conceived the deſign of marrying 
his adopted daughter to him whom he had lately 
advanced to the higheſt dignity among his prin- 
ces and emirs. | | 

The mother and ſiſter of Yemaleddin ran 
eagerly out to meet him. Their meeting was a 
ſcene of overpowering joy and tenderneſs. Af- 


ter embracing his mother and ſiſter, he proceed- 


ed into their pavilion, and there ſat down. 

«© Where am 1?“ ſaid he; “ our houſe was 
pillaged and razed to the ground; nor can I per- 
ceive any of its remains here, although I am on 
the ſpot on which it ſtood not more than a 
month ago. Here is a glare of ſplendour and o- 


' pulence more than we ever poſſtfled.” 


„ Alas! fon,” replied good Lelamain, © theſe 
riches are only a proof of the extreme miſery in- 
to which we are fallen: when you were torn 
from us, all that we had was broken or pillaged ; 
we were left without clothes, bread, or even a 
bucket for water: we could not work; and I ſaw 
myſelf reduced to the ſhame of begging for your 


. fiſter and myſelf. Yeiterday came a man who 


offered us eight thouſand ſequins, if he might 
have Zutulbe in marriage. He was tall and 
handſome; but, as to rank and character, only 
an Arab from the deſert. I ſuſpected him not 
to be worth much; but we had not an ounce of 

| bread 


-ARABIAN TALES. 63 


bread in the houſe. He propoſed, that I ſhould 
go myſelf to bring the cadi to draw out the con- 
tract. 7 | Op 

„ At the firſt word which I fpoke to the cadi, 
he threatened to fend me to a mad-houſe. But of 
a ſudden he changed his tone, ſhewed me the 


* 


politeſt attention, and haſtened after me, with- 


out waiting to put on his ſlippers. When he 


came, paper was wanting for the contract. He 


ſupplied the want, by writing ir upon the tail of 
his faragi, tearing off the piece, and preſenting 
it to Zurulbe : Nay, he even left us his gown, 
and went off without looking behind him. My 
fon-in-law ſoon followed. Almoſt immediately 
after, the houſe was filled with architects, up- 
holſterers, ſtatuaries, painters, gilders. We had 
hardly room leſt us to turn, i atred what pro- 
feſſion my ſon-in-law was of; but not a ſyllable 
of information could I obtain from them. 

“ Soon after, came a coffer, containing the 
dowry, with a variety of ſtuffs and rich furni- 
ture; and at laſt a ſupper fit for a prince. So 
far all went well. But, at ten o'clock, the judge 
of the police came to the door, with thirty flam- 
beaus, and a troop of three hundred men, to ſeize 
the robber, and puniſh us for harbouring him. 
He abuſed us with the moſt opprobrious language; 
and his party were preparing to break open 
the door. In the mean time, drops our new- 
acquired friend, from the ſky, I believe, upon 
the roof of the houſe. He came in by the win- 
dow, ate, drank, joked, and made love, as if 
they had been finging his praiſes at the door. 
By and by, he wiſhed to go to bed, and ſeemed 
to be weary of the noiſe. He accordingly gave 
me a ring, on which certain charaQters were in- 
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ſcribed, bidding me deliver it to the judge, at 
the door. At fight of the ring, the whole band 
were ſeized with ſuch diſmay, that they inſtant- 
ly made off in all confuſion-: and we lay down 
in the ſame tranquillity, as if nothing had hap- 
pened. N | 

“ This morning, when my ſon-in-law aroſe, 
we began to ſpeak of our affairs. He preſumed 
to take part with the Caliph againſt us. What 
had an Arab from the deſert, a robber—for he is 
fo, to be ſure—to do with the affair? 1 how- 
ever brought him at laſt to allow that the Ca- 
liph was wrong. But, what was ſtill more 
ſtrange, he told us, as he went away, that he 
would ſpeak to the Caliph for us. A moſt 
powerful protector he, no doubt! However, 
every thing is not abſolutely ill about him. I 
have ſome hopes of his amendment. Yet I am 
not, for this, the leſs ſorry for having given my 
daughter to an unhappy wight of a robber.” 

While Yemaleddin's mother was ſpeaking, 
her ſon continued to fall into one fit of un, x 
after another. A robber do ſuch extraordinary 
things, openly and in Bagdad! Send for a cadi, 
and he run to him barefooted! A contract - 
written on the tail of a faragi, and the monu- 
ment of this piece of extravagance remaining in 
the houſe! Furniſh an apartment fit for the re- 
ception of the Caliph himſelf! Elude the ſearch 
and purſuit of three hundred officers of juſtice, 
by means of a taliſman ! 

Here was enough to confound Wiſdom her- 
ſelf. It appeared, however, from the ſteps ta- 
ken by the judge of the police, againſt the per- 
' ſon who had done all theſe wonders, that he was 
undoubtedly a robber. Mother,” replied Le- 

| | | © maleddin, 
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maleddin, “ the whole of your relation bears 
the marks at once of truth and improbability. 
But how could you think of giving your daugh- 
ter to a robber? © Ah! miſery—nothing but 
the extremity of miſery, could have forced me.” 
The raſcal,” replied Yemaleddin, © hath ta- 
ken advantage of your ſituation ; but, by the fa- 
vour of heaven, it is now changed. I am the 
head of the family; while I live, my ſiſter can- 
not marry without my conſent. I have the law 
and the Caliph to fide with me; and I ſwear by 
the Caaba F—— 
As he ſpoke thus, Yemaleddin put his hand to 


the hilt of his ſcymitar. The fond and timid 


Zutulbe trembled to ſee how his eyes ſparkled 
with rage. What a train of misfortunes !” 
cried the old woman; “ nothing of all this 
would have happened, if the Caliph had done 
you juſtice but one day ſooner. We ſhould not 
then have diſgraced ourſelves by an alliance with 


this robber Il Bondocani.” © What name is that 


you mention, mother?“ returned Yemaleddin 
eagerly. © The name of my ſon-in-law,” re- 
plied Lelamain : II Bondocani, II Bondocani. 


Have you it now?” „ And is it he, mother, 


who has married my ſiſter?“ “ Here, if what 
I have told you be not enough, read the co gract; 
there it is. Contract of marriage, you ice, be- 


tabeen Zutulbé, daughter to widow Lelamain, and 


Ti Bondocani.” “ | 


At this ſight, Yemaleddin haſtily proftrated 


himſelf to the ground. Lelamain burſt out a- 
laughing. © So, ſo, my brave fellow! Thou 
walt to diſſolye the marriage! But there thou art 
| „ on 


A black ſtone in the temple at Mecca, which is worſhip- 
ped by the Mahometans. Sce Niebuhr's travels. 
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on the ground, as well as the others! Why doſt 
not thou draw thy ſabre now? Ohl gallant name, 
this of my ſon-in-law! I am glad that it has 
come to my knowledge. We are expecting the 
caravan from Mecca : I will go along with it, 
and will tell the name of my ſon-in-law aloud ; 
and ſhall ſee all India, Armenia, Perſia, and 
Romelia bow the knee before him. I will not 
bate a ſingle camel. Go; haſt thou thy noſe in 
the earth ſtill? Get up, my tamed lion | put 
off thy ſlippers, tear thy gown, and do any other 
act of extravagance thou pleaſeſt. Thy excuſe 
is ready. 'The name which I have told thee, 
turns the brain of every body. Thou haſt not 
yet ſeen the ring, which works no leſs extraor- 
dinary effects. Ariſe, then I order thee, in the 
name of Il Bondocani.” : | | 
% Yes, mother, I will riſe,” faid Yemaleddin, 
& at the name to which all on earth either pays, 
or at leaſt owes, obedience and reſpect. I was 
giving thanks to the Supreme Being, for the 
goodneſs which he has vouchſafed to our family, 
in giving my ſiſter in marriage to the Prince of 
princes, the King of kings, the ſage and magna- 
nimous Haroun Alrafchid ; for your ſon-in-law, 
II Bondocani, is no other than the Caliph him- 
telf. ,* Ah, wretch that I am!“ cried Lela- 
main, where thall I hide my head? I loaded 
him with abuſe upon our account.” © Said you 
nothing but the truth?“ returned Yemaleddin ; 
for, though exalted above other men, he is 
ftill a man; and ill may be faid of him.” No- 
thing,” replied Lelamain; © I ſpoke only of 
what had befallen ourſelves.” © Then,“ ſaid 
the young man, you may judge of the ill that 
he means to you, by the good he has done me. 


Your 
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the young prince, © honour virtue by confidence. 
The Caliph is no ordinary man.” 
© Haroun entered alone, reſplendent in all the 
pomp of rich and dignified dreſs. Lelamain, 
Yemaleddin, and Zutulbe, proſtrated themſelves 
before him. He eagerly raiſed them, one after 
another, with gracious tenderneſs. © Your fears 
on my account, have become ſomewhat eaſier,” 
ſaid he to Lelamain; © I aſſure you, that you 
need have none remaining: You ſhall always be 
regarded, in my eyes, as the mother of Zutulbe, 
who is miſtreſs of my heart; and of Yemaleddin, 
who has merited my confidence. I ſhall ever 
reſpect you, as having given me ſage advices, 
which opened my eyes to faults, that I am hap- 
py. to have had it in my power to correct. You 
will pardon me, I hope, for the uneaſineſs which 
your ſon's diſgrace muſt haye occaſioned to you. 
[His palace thall immediately be rebuilt in a 
ſtyle ſuitable to his new dignity : and as I wiſh 
to connect him with myſelf as cloſely as poſſible, 
I will this day give him in marriage a noble and 
amiable deſcendent of the Sovereign family of 
Kaſſera Abocheroan of Perſia, who has lately be- 
come, inſtead of one of my wives, my daughter 


by adoption. As for my Zutulbe, who diſdain- 
nn ed 


a terra nt 
_ 4 - 
e 


Your repreſentation has gained me my liberty, 1 
with the title of Prince of princes, and the "i 
place of chief of the emirs. Such is the revenge ia 
which a truly great man takes upon thoſe, who = 
dare to tell him a ſevere, but uſeful truth.” 1 
Hardly had Yemaleddin ended ſpeaking, when 91 
Meſrour appeared, to give notice of the Caliph's by 
approach. 'The good mother would gladly have Y 
gone to hide herſelf. Yemaleddin and Zutulbe 14 
held her by the hands. Come, mother,“ ſaid 3 
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ed not to look with ſome degree of favour upon, 
and to take a tender intereſt in the fortune of, 
anArab from the deſert, to whoſe ruin every thing 
ſeemed to conſpire; as ſhe ſeemed willing to 
ſhare my fortune, whatever it might be; I offer 
her nothing that is not unworthy of her merit, 
when I invite her to partake the rank and honours 
of Haroun Alraſchid.” | 

It is impoſhble to mention a better proof of 
the ſatisfaction which this diſcourſe of the Ca- 
liph's diffuſed through the family, than that Le- 
lamain loſt, for a time, the uſe of her tongue. 
The Caliph had ordered a litter to be brought 
for her and her daughter: they went into it, and 
the Caliph followed them on horſeback ; Yema- 
leddin attending him on one fide, and Giafar on 
the other. The princeſs of Perſia was on the 
ſame day married to the new favourite. Sump- 
tuous feaſts were held, and alms liberally diſ- 
tributed among the people diſpoſed, them, to 
ſympathize in the joy which prevailed through 
the Imperial palace. Yemaleddin carried his 
wife and his mother back to his own houſe ; but 
good Lelamain continued to go every day be- 
tween the one and the other in a ſuperb litter, 
to congratulate her children upon their good 
fortune ; inſtead of reading the Koran at the 
door of the moſque, and aſking alms from per- 
ſons who were deaf to her requeſt. If but one 
of thoſe had happened to lend an ear to her, 
there would have been no occaſion for érv— 
ing out, what a wonder! The Caliph would 
not then have run to fee the greateſt of all won- 
ders, the charming Zutulbe; and Yemaleddin 
would have proved a falſe prophet. | 

| | Theſe 
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Theſe incidents afford a remarkable proof, that 
the ſtars direct the train of human events, by an 
influence equally ſtrange in its operation, and 
imperceptible to human eyes. 


Here Scheherazade ſtopt. © Have you done 
already?“ ſaid Dinarzade. © I cannot expreſs 
the pleaſure which I have received, from the de- 
ſcription of the Caliph leaping in by the window, 
and from the reſt of the ſtory.” © I am 

charmed,” replied the fair ſultana, © to under- 
ſtand, that one of this renowned monarch's ad- 
ventures, in his younger days, has afforded you 
ſome entertainment. I ſhall next exhibit him to 
your attention, engaged in more ferious Cares, , 
in an adventure in which he put his favourite 
miniſter to a very extraordinary trial; which, in 
my mind, ſhews him to no leſs advantage.” — 
Dinarzade was pleaſed with the hope of hearing 
a new ſtory. Schahriar ſaid, that he would 
hear it with pleaſure; and Sheherazade began in 
theſe words. 


Rr — en—_—_—_—— 


The POWER OF Proemar ; ; or, Story of the * 
of Giafar to Damaſcus, comprehending the ad- 
ventures of Ghebib, and his Family. | 


Graras, grand vizier to the Caliph Haroun 
Alraſchid, appeared to enjoy his . maſter's confi- 
| dence and friendſhip. One day, however, an 
incident happened, which ſeemed to ſhew, that 

his influence had declined, to a degree ſufficient 
to alarm all Arabia, to which the whole family 
of the Barmecides was deſervedly dear, and eſpe- 
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cially Giafar, a moſt accompliſhed prince, and 
the chief of the family. ED 
It was in the month -of Ramazan, when the 
Caliph, who religiouſly obſerved the faſt, but 
wiſhed to divert any diſagreeable ſenſations which 
it occaſioned, took the fancy of viſiting the apart- _ 
ment in which the archives of his empire were. 
depoſited, and was attended thither by Giafar, 
and Mefrour the chief of his eunuchs. He or- 
dered the vizier to open a preſs, containing ma- 
N of the moſt precious character, . 
to find, among theſe, ſomething or other which 
might afford . Bay amuſement z and ordered the 
Barmecide to give him the firſt volume on which 
he happened to lay his hand. It proved to be 
the Giaffer , famous through all Arabia. It 
contains certain prognoſtics of future events, 
which, however, cannot be underſtood without 
the help of calculations. Haroun opened the. 
book, and began to read the firſt pages. He ſud- 
denly burſt out a-laughing ; but, in a moment af- 
ter, appeared to be affected with ſentiments of a 
contrary nature. His countenance was overcaſt, 
firſt with ſadneſs, and immediately with extreme 
ſorrow; ſo that he ſhed ſome tears. Theſe ſen- 
timents were again ſucceeded by joy. The vizier 
remarking theſe varying emotions, expreſſed his 
ſurpriſe, and his curioſity to know the motives. 
The Caliph ſuddenly returned the book into its 
place; and, aſſuming a ſerious and ſevere air, 
addreſſed Giafar in the following words, which 
were little expected by him. 3 
| cc Get 


*A copy of this Arabic work is in the King of France's libra- 
ry. lt is aſcribed to a prince of the Barmecide race, an ance- 
ſtor of the grand viaicr 'Giafar. | 
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«© Get out of my preſence; go, ſeek where you 
can, an anſwer to the queſtion which you have put 
to me; preſume not to appear in my preſence, 
till you have obtained it ; your head ſhall anſwer 
for your obedience.” Giafar was thunderſtruck 
at ſo rigorous an order, uttered in ſo angry a 
tone. How could he have loſt the favour of his 
maſter in a moment ? he who, but a quarter of an 
| hourbefore, had received the moſt flattering marks 

of his kindneſs; he, who was. the companion of 
his amuſements, no leſs than the peſident of his 


- councils ; he whom, contrary to all the uſages of 


the Eaſt, the Caliph permitted to converſe pri- 
vately and familiarly with his favourite Zobeide. 
The miniſter returned home in confuſion and 
ſorrow, and gave himſelf up to grief; conſider- 
ing his fortune as fallen, and his head in danger, 
ſince he was required to anſwer a queſtion which 
had not been communicated to him, and to ex- 
plain facts which it was impoſſible for him to 
form any idea of. Food was in vain ſerved up 
before him ; when the evening came, it was in 
vain that he ſought ſleep, to relieve his anxiety 
his reſtleſs inquietude, his clouded countenance, 
and bodily indiſpoſition, all beſpoke the inward 
uneaſineſs that hung heavy on his ſoul. His diſ- 
order could not eſcape the obſerving eye of his 
affectionate wife, Fatme. She wiſhed to diſco- 
ver his ſecret; but although united to him b 
the bonds of conſanguinity and friendſhip, as 
well as marriage, ſhe could not, with all her 


rights to his heart and confidence, prevail with 


him to reveal it. | A 
Three days had paſſed in this fituation, equal- 
ly afflicking to both, when Hichia Barmekir, fa- 
ther to Giafar, returning from the country, 
| where 
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where he had ſpent ſome days, entered the houſe. 
Fatme communicated her uneaſineſs to him. 
Hichia, going to his ſon, aſked the cauſe of his 
diſtreſs ; and the intreaties of a parent at length 
prevailed. The vizier related every circumſtance 
of what happened in the library, without hiding 
his own melancholy reflections upon his misfor- 
tune. The old man, whoſe learning equalled 
his experience, heard all with an air of ſerenity : 
« Be calm, my ſon,” ſaid he; “ have I not al- 
ways recommended it to you, to diſtruſt ap- 
pearances, and eſpecially whatever the ignorant 
vulgar attribute to fortune? The favour of mo- 
narchs, often betrays thoſe who think they enjoy 
it; it is obtained, too, by means, which ſeem 
formed to produce contrary effects. In your 
preſent ſituation, either I am greatly miſtaken, 
or the diſgrace into which you appear to have 
fallen, is to open the way by which you are to 
riſe to more perfect happineſs, and higher ho- 
nours.” ov : 1 
Fatme, hearing him who was both her father 
and uncle ſpeak thus, melted into tears of! joy-- 
and tenderneſs. © O my reſpected father!“ 
cried ſhe, © whoſe prudence and ſagacity are a- 
bove all praiſe, tell us then how we may extri- 
cate ourſelves from our preſent perplexity ?” 
“ Alas!” ſaid Giafar, © how can my father tell 
what the Caliph read, when that Prince keeps it 
a ſecret from all? How can he contrive an an- 
ſwer to it? I ſaw him aſſume, ſucceſſively, an 
air, firſt of joy, then of grief, and again of ſatis- 
faction; and J am to tell him what motives could 
inſpire him with thoſe varying ſentiments: a 
thing perfectly impoſſible to every perſon elſe, 
no leſs than to me. © Jon,” replied Hichia, 
* 116 
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c the Caliph has read a chapter of a work, fa- 
mous through the whole world, of which one of 
our anceſtors was the author: the book is the 
Giaffer. What made the prince laugh and weep. 
ſucceſſively, could be nothing but the nature of 
the events predicted. Theſe are foreordained 
in the decrees of heaven ; you are to be concern- 
ed in the accompliſhment of them; and they 


will, of themſelves, furniſh the reply which is re- 


quired from you. Your deſtiny calls you at pre- 
ſent elſewhere; you mult leave Bagdad, and take 
the way to Damaſcus, alone, diſguiſed, and un- 
attended. There will you ſee wonders upon 
wonders; and events themſelves will reveal to you 
this ſecret, which ſo eſſentially concerns your 
peace and tranquillity.” 3 
Giafar had the fulleſt confidence in the know- 
ledge and natural ſagacity of his father. He took 
leave of him and Fatme ; mounted an excellent 
mule; and, in a diſguiſe which rendered it im- 
poſſible that he ſhould be known, took the way 
to Damaſcus in the utmoſt ſecreſy. There was, 
at this time, in that ſplendid and opulent city, a 


man, named Chebib. He was rich, affable, ge- 


nerous, and humane. He received, with the 
moſt liberal hoſpitality, all ſtrangers, whom 
chance or buſineſs brought to the city. The alms 
daily diſtributed at his (Hate, were a certain re- 
ſource to the needy, He never went abroad, but 
to bear relief and conſolation to the afflited. 
His houſe was the aſylum of the unfortunate. 
The oppreſſed were ever ſure of his countenance 
and ſupport. | 

Without the city, he had a ſpacious garden, 
abounding in rare and delicate productions of 


all ſorts. He permitted the nobles of Damaſcus 
VOL. 1. G 
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to ſhare the uſe of it with himſelf; and yet, with- 
out inſulting their dignity, or confounding them 
-with the populace, he found means to admit the 
lower claſſes to the participation of its beauties 
and conveniences; while the traveller found 
there the moſt agreeable refreſhments which hoſ- 
pitality could ſupply. To mention one ſtriking 
feature of this great man's character, which 
may completely mark out all his worth; he was a2 


perfect Muſulman ; neither the crowds of com- 


pany that reſorted to his houſe, nor the vaſt mul- 
tiplicity of his affairs, could divert him from the 
ſtrict performance of a ſingle duty. By the care- 
ful management of his time, he found leiſure 


even for ſtudy; and yet regularly performed his 


five prayers a day, obſerved the appointed faſts,. 
and fulfilled” all the other duties preſcribed by 
religion. 

Such was Xakem-Tai-Chebib, whoſe diſtin- 
guiſhed virtues and generoſity, flouriſhing at this 
time in Damaſcus, with the rich radiance of the 
roſe, diffuſed abroad a favour which reached to 
the moſt diſtant extremities of the earth. 

Chebib was in his garden without the city, 
when Giĩafar paſſed near by its walls. The miniſter, 
being abſorbed in deep refleCtion, was ſurpriſed 
to ſee himſelf accoſted by ſome young ſlaves ele- 
gantly dreſſed. My Lord,” ſaid they, © it is 
Almoſt noon. The hour for dinner is near; you 
are {tilt at ſome diſtance from the city; and your 
mule cannot but be fatigued. Even now, you 
will do well to ſhelter yourſelf for a while 
from the exceſſive heat. Lord Chebib, our 
maſter, ſaw you coming at a diſtance, and 
fent us to invite you to ſhare his hoſpitality, for 
ſome hort time, at leaſt, He will conſider it as 

| a 
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a favour from heaven, if he can be of any ſer- 
vice to you, and as a =O of kind condefcen- 
1 


ſion on your part, you accept his offers.” 
So courteous. an invitation to a man travelling in 
ſo ſimple and ſolitary a guiſe, ſeemed to the mi- 
niſter to be a prologue to the wonders foretold 
by his father. Beſides, as he was to yield'to the 
current of events, he could not refuſe entering 
into an adventure which preſented itſelf under ſo 
fair an aſpect. He entered Chebib's houſe, there- 
fore; and his ſurpriſe was greatly heightened, 
when he obſerved with what courteſy, what aſ- 
ſiduous and reſpectful attention, he was receiv- 
ed by the maſter of the houſe. | 

A large company was aſſembled. It was com- 
poſed of the firſt people in. Damaſcus. A ſump- 
tuous entertainment was ſerved up in beautiful 
baſons and ewers. Thoſe preſented to Giafar 
were of gold; and the napkin given him to wipe 
his hands, was richly embroidered. Chebib in- 
vited him to take the firſt place at the table. 
The whole company were ſurpriſed at ſuch marks 
of attention ſhewn to a ſtranger, who had no- 
thing extraordinary in his appearance, and who- 
ſeemed to. have.come among them by accident. 
Three hundred and ſixty diſhes were ſerved up. 


on the table. The meats were all the moſt dili- 


cious. and. ſavoury that could. be procured. Ne- 
ver were taſte and magnificence more happily 


combined at an entertainment; nor was there 


ever a greater choice preſented of wines and o- 
ther liquors, ſuch as might gratify the moſt faſ- 
tidious palate. The atmoſphere was embalmed 
with the moſt exquiſite perfumes. The ſweeteſt 
muſic charmed the 8 with the greateſt _— 
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of modulations. Poems of various ſorts were 
recited between the different courſes ; and ſerved 
to entertain the mind, till new delicacies ſhould 
be preſented to rouſe the languid appetite. 'The 
princes and grandees of the city of Damaſcus, 
who were accuſtomed to all the refinements of 


luxury, could not avoid admiring the order and, 


elegance that preſided amid this ſumptuous pro- 
fuſion ; while, at the ſame time, they could not 
gueſs what motives induced Chebib to diſplay 


them in ſo uncommon a degree upon the pre- 


ſent occaſion, or who might be the ſtranger whom 
he ſo highly honoured. 

Giafar was {till at a greater loſs than any o- 
ther of the gueſts, to gueſs at the motives upon 
which their entertainer acted ; for he had more 
than one reaſon for thinking himſelf totally un- 
known. But Hichia Barmekir had prepared him 
to meet with wonders upon wonders at Damaſ- 
cus; and the reception which he here found, 
upon his way to that city, was calculated to pre- 


| pare him for viewing ſubjects of ſurprife, with- 


out any extraordinary emotion. 

Immediately after the repaſt, Chebib took his 
gueſt aſide, and ſaid to him, “Lou mult be fa- 
tigued after your journey; if you will be pleaſed 
to reſt here, you may command. whatever may 


conduce to your convenience. If you would ra- 


ther proceed to Damaſcus, I have a houſe there, 
in which all ſhall be equally at your ſervice. If 
you ſhould form any wiſhes which your hoſt 
cannot gratify, he will offer you his own perſo- 


nal ſervices, to make up for whatever may be 


wanting. 
Giafar expreſſing a curioſity to ſee Damaſcus, 
which was entirely new to him, Chebib excuſed 
himſelf 
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himſelf to his other gueſts, attended tlie Barme- 
cide prince to the city, conducted him to his 
houſe, and placed him in his own apartment, in: 
which he had lately ſet up a new. and moſt ſu- 
perb bed. 

Such attentive hoſpitality, diſplaying ſuch can 
dour, ſuch frankneſs, and ſo much confidence, 
was truly matter of admiration to the Barmecide: 
prince. Every thing conſpired to prepoſſeſs him 
in favour of his noble and generous hoſt. Their 
converſation, which was. at firſt general, ſoon. 
enabled him to ſee, in Chebib, a mind poliſhed: 
by intercourſe with the world, cultivated by ſtu- 
dy, and enlightened by experience; a ſolid judg- 
ment, and an elegant ſweetneſs of diſpoſition. 
He was, at the ſame time, ſurpriſed to remark,, 
that, a man like him, in the flower of his age, 
and apparently. poſſeſſed of ſo much wealth, 
ſhould live alone, and without a family, as he: 
ſeemed to-do ;—that a man, who ſeemed to be in 
every other reſpect a {ſcrupulous obſerver. of the 
law, ſhouid neglect that part of it which. enjoins 
marriage, and pronounces a ſort of anathema a- 
gainſt thoſe who voluntarily condemn. themſelves. 
to die without poſterity. He ventured to aſk 
him, with much heſitation however, whether OC: 
nor he was married ? 


% What leads you to ſuppoſe,” ſaid Chebib,, 


< that I am not married?“ „ The manner in 


which I am lodged,” replied the vizier; © the. 
ſtillneſs and ſolitude in your palace, in which, 


after the coming on of night, I have, for theſe- 


feveral days, feen no perſon but ourſclves : be- 
fide theſe circumſtances, your conſtant atten- 
tion, whether to myſelf or others, which mult. 
naturally deprive your family of. that portion of. 
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your time which ſhould be appropriated to them: 
in a word, your ordering matters ſo, that you 
and I are never ſeparate.” Could I do leſs,” 
{aid Chebib, “ to approve myſelf worthy of that 
kindneſs of fortune, which honours me with 
ſuch a man as you for my gueſt? It is proper 


that I ſhould be always at hand, to attend to his | 


withes. I ſhould be proud to lodge him in my 
heart, would he accept of the place.” Giafar 
looked upon this as another inſtance of thoſe 
wondrous events which his father had foretold to 
him ;—when he ſaw himſelf, although a ſtran- 
ger, treated with ſuch diſtinction; and every 
thing profuſely laviſhed, in the houfe in which 
he was lodged, in order to render his ſtay in it 
equally convenient and agreeable. Yet, not- 
withſtanding all that Chebib could do, to engage, 
to amuſe, or divert his gueſt, he ſtill perceived 
in his countenance, marks of inward chagrin and 

uneaſineſs, and could not help expreſſing a de- 


fire to learn the cauſe. 


The prince, finding him worthy of his confi- 
dence, no ſooner heard the queſtion, than 
he opened to him all that was. in his heart. 
«« Noble Chebib!“ faid he, © know that your 
gueſt is the unfortunate Grafar, baniſhed from 
the preſence of the Commander of the faithful, 


his maſter, and deprived of all hopes of being re- 


ſtored to his favour, otherwiſe than upon a con- 
dition, which it is abſolutely impoſſible to ful- 


fil; yet, in whieh if he fail, he muſt infallibly 


loſe his head.” . 

« Although I had never before ſeen you, 
great prince,” replied Chebib, © yet I knew you 
perfectly, the very moment I received you at my 


country-houſe. Although I have religiouſly * 


— — 
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the ſecret, yet I well knew to whom I was paying 
thoſe honours. I was expecting you in my 
country-houſe at the time you arrived.” ©« And 

who,” replied the Barmecide, “ can have given 

you previous information of a journey, which 
was no ſooner thought of than begun, and pro- 


ſecuted with ſuch diligence, that it was impoſ- 4 
ſible for the news of my approach to outſtrip my 1 
ſpeed?“ © I muſt confeſs,” replied Chebib, 9 
c that my information was obtained by extraor- HH 


dinary means. I have a precious book in my li- 
brary, which you cannot be unacquainted with, 4 
as it is the produCtion of one of your illuſtrious q 
anceſtors, and is named the Giatfer. It may be 
opened only at certain ſeaſons. Information re- 
ſpecting future events is to be looked for in it, 
at the place which is firſt. opened up. When- 
ever I may, I have recourſe to it, for in- Wh 
ſtruction. The ſecond volume happened to 1.8 
fall into my hands, when I laſt preſumed to ex- #2 
amine this work; and the three initial letters of 14 
your name, G, B, and V, were thoſe on which FI 
I I firſt caſt my eyes. In the ſubſequent leaves, I #1 
found the numbers which directed me farther 49 
with regard to thoſe letters. Theſe I ſubjected to boy. 
the uſual calculation of the Cabala, and thus learn- 
ed that Giafar Barmecide and Vizier, was called 
to Damaſcus by a decree of fate, by 'which he 
was appointed to accomplith ſome important ad- 
ventures, of more forts thah one; and that he 
was to come alone, in diſguiſe, and at ſuch an 
hour. | : 
„In conſideration, therefore, of the high re- 
ſpeCt that is due to you grateful to heaven, by 
whoſe favour I was enabled to make this won- 
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ther.“ The vizier then proceeded to relate what 
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derful diſcovery ; and looking on myſelf as one 


of its inſtruments, choſen to bear a part in this 


extraordinary ſeries of the incidents of your life; 
I removed to my country-houfe, and made eve- 
ry thing ready for your reception. The gran- 


dees of this kingdom muſt have been ſurpriſed 


to ſee me pay you the higheſt honours, at an en- 
tertainment to which they had been expreſsly in- 
vited; although you were introduced to them 
under no other charaCter, than as an ordinary 
ſtranger, who had accidentally dropped in. But 
they have often ſeen me give the precedency at 
my table to a ſimple derviſe; and, as they know 


how highly I honour ſcience, you have paſſed, 


and do {till paſs, in their eſtimation, as a learned. 
traveller. I did not open my mind to you, my 
prince, in the firſt days in which we were to- 
together; for I thought it better to wait till my 


conduct ſhould merit your confidence. How- 


ever, as you now know my honeſt regard for 
you ; tell me, I befeech you, in the name of 


zeal, of friendſhip, of hoſpitality, of heaven it- 


felf, which ſurely has not brought us together 
without ſome extraordinary purpoſe; explain to 
me the circumſtances which have engaged you in 
the preſent adventure.“ | | 
&© Oh! Chebib,” ſaid Giafar, © although the 
decree of fate which has brought me hither, had 
not appointed that I ſhould have opened myſelf 
to you without reſerve, yet the virtues by which 
ou are diſtinguiſhed, the friendſhip which you 
b expreſſed for me, and the power of ſympa- 


thy, would enſure to you my fulleſt confidence. 
That book named the Giaffer, is the cauſe of my 


unaccountable diſgrace, and of my journey hi- 


had 
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had happened in the Caliph's library, by means 
of the Giaffer, and the ſtrange mode that had 
been preſcribed to him for regaining the Caliph's 
favour, which he ſeemed to have laſt ; mention- 
ing, at the ſame time, what conſolation and en- 
couragement he had received from his father, 
Hichia Barmekir, and how he had been adviſed 
by him to repair ſtraightway to Damaſcus. 

“ Dear brother,” replied Chebib, © think no- 
thing of what has happened to you : in the gxe- 
cution of a decree of heaven, the Caliph himſelf 
is only an inſtrument in the hands of a higher 
power. Be reſigned to whatever may happen 
you here. We cannot eraſe a ſingle line from 
the book of fate. We can have no merit but 
what conſiſts in reſpectful obedience. I do not 
apprehend that any thing diſagreeable is _ 
to befal you, except the uneaſineſs you mu 
feel if you cannot overcome your anxiety, about 
the iſſue of this adventure. Beſides, you ſet out 
alone from Bagdad; you arrived at my houſe. 
without meeting with any dangerous accident; 
you have been received with friendly hoſpitality 
and I have been able to give you ſome informa- 
tion concerning the end of your journey to Da- 
maſcus, whither you were ſent by the direction 
of that wiſe prince your father. In all this, I fee 
nothing that can greatly diſcourage you.” This 
diſcourſe of Chebib's diſpelled a part of the gloom 
and fearful anxiety that hung upon Giafar's mind. 
Hitherto he had ſuppoſed that he might be the 
victim of ſome intrigue, which, by falſe inſinua- 
tions, had deprived him of the eſteem, the 
friendſhip, and the confidence of the Calph. 
The reading in the library; the curioſity — 
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.. = he had expreſſed ; the ſucceſſion of laughter and 
| WA tears, the motives to which it was. impoſſible to 
1 gueſs, —had all together appeared to him an abrupt 
1 and extraordinary mode by which the Caliph had 
Wa choſen to ſignify a diſſatis faction, the cauſe of 
wy which he did not think proper to explain. But, 
We after the light which had already been thrown 
10 upon the affair, and the promiſes made to him 
mA by his father Hichia; and as ſomething wondrous 
Trek had begun already to appear in the opening up of 
1 the adycuture,—there ſcemed to be ground for 
1 conjecturing, that the other marvellous things 
Wh promiſed would ſoon be unfolded. 
100 By theſe reflections the vizier recovered cou- 
10 rage, and entered readily into every ſcheme of 
6 N | amuſement propoſed by his hoſt. He went one 
1 day to the public baths, on another to the high 
1 moſque; a third was ſpent in riding out through 
114 the city and the neighbourhood. Exquiſite cheer, 
14 and whatever could improve or diverſify its en- 
66% joyments; the pleaſures of ſelect and elegant ſo- 
I. ciety; and, in ſhort, all the amufements that a 
1 great city can afford, were ſtudiouſſy procured by 
11 Chebib, to make his noble gueſt forget how 
11.8 heavily time moves on with thoſe, who are de- 
1 & | voured by the impatient expectation of an happy 
4Y event, neceſſary to the re-eftabliſhment of their 
1 fortune. 
134 In ſpite of all theſe varied reſources for amuſe- 
| mY ment, anxious uneaſineſs {till preyed upon the: 
1 mind of Giafar. Chebib obſerved it; and the 
(kad vizier acknowledged to him, that having been ac- 
+8 cuſtomed to traverſe the ſtreets of Bagdad in diſ- 
15 


guiſe, he felt a deſire to enjoy the ſame recrea- 
tion at Damaſcus. His friend made no oppo- 
Gtion to his wiſhes ;, and next day the vizier put 
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on a garb fitted to conceal his quality, and, in- 
timating that he ſhould not return to dinner, 
entered upon his excurſion through the ſtreets 
and markets of the city, and paſſed by the 
moſque Giameh Illamoue (the fineſt moſque 
in Damaſcus, and one of the three molt famous 
moſques in the world), Proceeding thence, 
he turned ſeveral corners, and found himſelf at 
laſt oppoſite to a cook's ſhop, which, having an 
appearance of neatneſs and plenty, induced him 
to enter, that he might take a meal. Among 
five or ſix other perſons, whom the ſame deſire 
had aſſembled in the ſame place, was one man 
of ſcience, who, in the midſt of a general eon- 
verſation, raiſed his voice on a ſudden, and faid, 
in a tone of confident affirmation ; “ The grand 
vizier Giafar is undoubtedly in Damaſcus at this 

moment while I am ſpeaking.” | 
„How know you that?“ ſaid another perſon 
of the ſame company. © I am reader,” anſwer- 
ed he who had advanced the propoſition, “ to 
Abdel Melec-Ben-Mironan, eur king. Five and 
twenty days ſince I opened the Giaffer, by his 14 
orders, and in his preſence. Lou know, that 1 
this book may be opened only at two different 7 4 
times in the year; at the two feſtivals of Rama- g.. 
dan and Haraphat. We found, by calculas 
tion, that the Barmecide prince was to be h 
here on the ſeventeenth day of Ramadan. | 
The purpoſe of his coming is unknown. But 
you may be aſlured that he is here, although 
the king has not been able to learn where he 
may be concealed. A magnificent apartment is 
prepared for him in the palace. You cannot 
but know, as well as I, that the events foretold 
in the Giaffer infallibly come to paſs.” ES: 
LE ; | Giafar, 
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Giafar, at hearing this diſcourſe, was afraid 
that he might be diſcovered, and went haſtily to 
the cook's room, to pay for his meal, that he 
might be gone. You owe me nothing,” ſaid 
the cook in a low voice: „ and this for three 
reaſons; in the firſt place, becauſe you are a 
prince of the ancient, noble, and brave tribe of 
the Barmecides ; ſecondly, becauſe you are prime 
miniſter to the Caliph Haroun Alraſchid; and 
thirdly, becauſe you are gueſt to Chebib; that 
Chebib, whoſe example teaches generoſity, and 
is a model of hoſpitality worthy to be imitated 
by all the earth. When thunder burſts the 
clouds, and theſe fall down in plenteous rains to 
fertilize our lands, parched by the hot winds of 
the ſouth, they only imitate the beneficence of 
Chebib. Be not alarmed, my prince, although 
he and I haye happened to know of your coming 
hither. 'The mode in which our information 
has been obtained, is a ſecurity againft our in- 
diſcretion. Here 1s the ſource of both his know- 
ledge and mine.” The cook then took a book out 
from a preſs which he opened with a key, and 
ſhewed the title of it to Giafar. It was the third 
volume of the Giaffer. Here,” ſaid he, „I 
learned that you were this very day to dine in 


my houſe.” 'This diſcourſe of the cook's appear- 
ed to the vizier a farther accompliſhment of 


what had been predicted by his father Hichia ; 
as the ſeries of wonders which he had been 
taught to expect, were now more and more un- 
folded. | 

Another incident of the ſame nature, was ſtill 
wanting, to convince him that he had been actually 
conducted to Damaſcus by a decree, whoſe au- 
thority had conſtrained the Caliph himſelf to re- 


MOVE 
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move from his preſence the moſt uſeful of his 


miniſters, and to deprive himſelf, for a time, of 
the familiar fociety of a man in whom he de- 
kghted above all others. On a following day, 
the heat being then exceſſive, the prince of the 
Barmecides was tempted, in one of his ex- 
curſions, to enter a confeCtioner's ſhop, in 
which refreſhments of all ſorts were ſold. He 
ſat down, and aſked for ſome iced laxamas *. 
Others came in at the ſame time to ſeek the 
fame refreſhment: but the confeCtioner took 
him by the hand, and, with an air of myſtery, 
carried him to his back-ſhop. Prince,“ ſaid 
he, as ſoon as they were alone, © you were not. 
there in your proper place. Here is a ſeparat- 


chamber, which has been ſome time ready fon | 


you. Here you ſhall be ſerved as well as a 
prince of your high birth, grand vizier of the 
empire, and the right-arm of the Commander of 
the faithful, can be entertained in the houſe of 
a private perſon in my circumſtances. Giafar 
went with him. The confectioner ſeated him 
upon an elevated ſofa, on all fides of which 
ſtood vaſes of porcelain, filled with the fineſt 
towers. Three young perſons, of great beauty, 
and elegantly but ſimply drefſed, waited near the 


— 


ſofa. „ Children,” faid the confeclioner ad- 


dreſſing them, “ this is your prince and mine, 
whoſe arrival is foretold in the books of our au- 
cient prophets ; ſerve him with all the attention 
you can, and with the reſpect which he Wall 
merits.” | ? | 

The young attendants immediately ſet before 
him a ſmall table of ſandal wood, and preſented 
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the laxamas with one knee upon the ground. One 
of them filled a box with perfumes, the odori- 
Ferous vapours of which mixed with thoſe of the 
flowers, which already embalmed the apartment. 
It was with pleaſure that Giafar ſaw thoſe three 
young perſons, of his own' tribe, employing 
themſelves about him with an air of ſatisfaction, 
and approaching him, who was their head, as 
if it had been to aſk his protection. Thus, three 
young ſprigs, ariſing from a branch of Thama- 
rena *, are ſupported by the ſtem out of which 
they grow, while they ſpread out leaves and 
flowers, and prepare ornaments to array the 
young beauties of the Eaſt. 80 

Reflection upon his own condition, and a 
tranſient emotion of regret when he looked back 
upon his former fortune, drew a ſigh from the 
Barmecide'prince. * Alas!” ſaid he to himſelf, 


When I enjoyed the favour of my ſovereign, 


and had power to protect the whole of my tribe, 
How happy ſhould I have been to have met with 
this charming family, whom I might have at- 
tached to myſelf !” After making this reflection, 
in which there was ſome feeling of bitterneſs, he 
gave fifty pieces of gold to each of his young at- 
tendants; and offered to pay nobly for the laxa- 


| Mas. oe 


„ You owe nothing here, prince,” ſaid the 
confectioner 3 the Eouſe and its poſſeſſors are 
your humble ſervants. We are of your. own 
| tribe. 


* Thamarena, a beamiful tree, the ſmall yellow flowers of 
erlich form charming garlands, and have a delicious ſmell. 
Its Icaves are dried, and reduced to powder. The ladies of the 
Faſt powder their bair with it. It is odoriferons. They like- 
wiſe extract from it a colouring matter, with which they ſtain 
Ahncir atms ard legs. 1 . [Fete . 5 . 
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tribe. You are our prince, our ſtandard, the 


light of our eyes, the friend of the great Haroun, 
and the gueſt of the generous Chebib, in honour 
of whom ſo many lamps burn in the dome of the 
Coubit-il-Nafſfir . Look at that famous dome; 
count the lamps which have been hung up there, 
one after another, ſince the firſt example was 
- ſet by the great Haroun Alraſchid himſelf. All 
who have enjoyed the favours and hoſpitality of 
Chebib, and there are princes in the number, 
have done themſelves the honour of placing 
there, a ſignal and laſting token of their grati- 


tude. Thus, while the moon riſes to cheer the- 


earth with mild luſtre in the abſence of the ſun, 
if any eclipſe deprives us of her light, if any 
cloud happens to hide her face, all Damaſens 
need only to turn their eyes to Coubit-il-Naſſir. 
The lamps which gratitude has Iighted up there, 
will ſupply the abſence of the luminaries of light, 
and inceſſantly illuſtrate the generoſity of the 
noble Chebib.“ | 
Giafar felt a ſincere fatisfaQtion at hearing his 
magnificent and. virtuous hoſt fo highly praiſed. 
He conceived, at the fame time, that a man who 
could utter ſuch a candid and generous eulogy, 
muſt be in all reſpeQs greatly above the buſineſs 
of a confectioner. Knowledge and virtue are 


not confined to any one ſtation in life. Yet he 


could not help expreſling ſome curioſity to know 


dy what means the maſter of the houſe in which 


he was, could have reccived ſuch particular in- 
formation concerning his reſidence in Damaſcus, 
. : and 


* A dome on the top of the hill of Daniaſtus. This curio-— 


ſity attraQted the Caliph's notice, who viſited it in diſguiſe, in a 


— which he had previouſly made for this purpoſe to tha. 
dit y. i 
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and of the preciſe hour at which he was to come 
to take a refreſhment in his houſe. He replied, 


That it was by ſtudying the Giaffer, in the be- 
ginning of the fourth” book; and ſhewed kim 
the note which he had drawn out from his cal- 
_ culations. The vizier finiſhed his excurGons 


through the . city, and returned home with an 


air of ſatisfaction, which his kind landlord was 
pleaſed to obſerve. He aſſiſted the prince to put 


off his diſguiſe, ſerved him with coffee, liquors, 


and every thing elſe that was proper to refresh 


him after the fatigues of the day,-till the hour 
of ſupper ſhould arrive. A plentiful and clegant 
ſupper, the luxury of which was heightened by 
muſic and perſumes, crowned all the flattering 
attentions of Chebib: and Giafar, after eating 
with\ a better appetite than ordinary, tenderly 
embraced his hoſt, and retired to reſt, with a 


reſolution of renewing bis excurſions through 


Damaſcus next day; hoping to diſcover the pro- 
reſs of the, decrees of providence reſpectin 


| Bimnſelf. Ile paſſed an agreeable night; and day 


no ſooner appeared, than he dreſſed himſelf in 
his uſual diſguiſe, and, aſter taking leave of his 
hoft till the evening, went out. | 
Accident carried the vizier to the banks of 
the river Abana. A poor fiſherman had thrown 
his net into the river ſeveral times, without ſuc- 
ceſs. After three or four ſuch attempts, which 
Giafar obſerved, the poor man, wringing his 
net to ſqueeze out the water, ſpoke as follows, 
in a tone of voice loud enough to be heard. 
I have a wife, with three boys and four 
girls: we have no bread; and, for theſe three 
days, my net has not taken a fingle fiſh. I ad- 


of 


+ * 
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of thy great Prophet; but I am far from him. 
I can ſee here the dome of Coubit-il-Naſlir,. 
which is always illuminated by the generoſity of 
thy ſervant Chebib. I will yet take courage, 
and throw my net in the name of one who has- 
fuch reputation for benevolence upon earth, and 
who has found favour in thy fight.” _ 
After ſpeaking theſe words, the fiſherman 
ſpread out his net, lifted up his eyes to heaven, 
and exclaimed; © In the name of the twelve 


moſt ſplendid lamps which burn in. honour of. 


Chebib, in the dome of. Coubil-il-Nafhr ; in the 


name of Chebib, and of the twelve ſtars, com- 


panions of our great Prophet, which have reſted 
over the houſe of that fervant of God in Damaſ-- 
cus, to honour his beneficence and generolity by 
their benignant afpet—In theſe aulpicious: 
names I throw my net. O God ! may the name 
of him whom thou haft choſen for one of thy 
luminaries on the earth, be of auſpicious influ- 
ence to the indigent.” The fiſherman, as he 
ended this addreſs to heaven, again repeated, in 
a louder voice, © In the name of Chebib !“ and 
caſt his net. It will eafily be ſuppoſed, conſi- 
dering what friendſhip Giaſar had conceived 
for Chebib, that he would wait to fee how far 
the fiſherman might be ſucceſsful in conſequence 
of cafting his net in that name. It turned out 
extremely lucky. The weight induced the fiſher- 
man to ſuppoſe, that the meſhes.had been ſome- 
how intangled in the bottom of the river. But 
he ſoon ſaw the fiſhes flouncing, and was afraid 
that his net might be broken. 1 | 
The fortunate proprietor of this valuable 
draught of fiſhes, in order to make ſure of it, 
fixed the end of the net to the trunk of a. tree 
| | BS 4 Which. 
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which grew on a level with the water, ſtripped 
off his clothes, and went into the river. B 
this means, he brought the whole draught ſafe 

(land. Giafar was aſtoniſhed, alike at the 
quantity and the quality of the fiſhes which it 

contained. He congratulated the fiſherman, and 
lent a ready hand to aſſiſt him in emptying the 
net: and, as he had been ſurprized at ſeeing 
ſuch a wonder accompliſhed by the efficacy of 
the name of Chebib, he aſked the fiſherman, 
who was that Chebib whoſe name he had ſo hap- 
pily made uſe of? Are you then, Sir, abſo- 
Jutely a ſtranger upon earth,” replied the fiſher- 
man, not to know the generous Chebib ? 
Even the birds of paſſage, which have been fed 
out of his hand, have ſpread the reputation of 
his beneficence to every climate. He is the ſon 
of Chebib, and grandſon to that Chebib who aſ- 
fifted the great Omar in the conqueſt of Damaſ- 
eus, and afterwards enteitained the Caliph and 
his army for three days. 

“Omar, willing to recompenfe his ſervices, in- 
vited him to Damaſcus, built for hima noble palace, 
and impreſſed a mark with his victorious hand 
upon one of the pilaſters at the gate, Which is 
#till to be feen, and is an object of veneration to 

zll true Muſulmans. The Caliph Haroun, when 
ke came to viſit Chebib at Damafcus, honoured 
him in a ſimilar manner, by impreſſing his hand 
on the oppoſite pilaſter. Open your eyes; view 
thoſe wonders which {till ſubſiſt; "and you will ſee - 
in what manner heaven and its vicegerents have 
concurred to eſtabliſh the glory of theſe great 
perſonages, The Caliph has gone till farther, 
and has made his name to be impreſſed upon the 


__ marble 


©, 
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marble in letters of gold, which you may alſo 
read.“ | 
Jo praiſe Chebib, was to flatter Giafar : this 
concurred ſtrongly with the preſent incidents, 
to convince him, that fate, by carrying him to 
be the gueſt of ſo reſpectable a man, was pre- 
paring the way for ſome happy events in the 
fortune of his life. 

Moreover, in order to obtain ſtill fuller af- 
| ſurance of the nature of that influence by which 

he was guided, he contrived a new expedient for 
trying his fortune. ; a. | 

W hile the fiſherman was wringing and drying 
his net, he went up and ſpoke to him. „ You 
have convinced me, ſaid he, © that Chebib 
muſt be a man in favour with heaven, fince you 
have been ſo ſucceſsful in conſequence of makin 
uſe of his name. I feel fome anxiety with re- 
ſpect to the fortune of a man with whom.I am 
connected, and I thould be glad if you would do 
me the favour of caſting your net once again in 
his name.” W a 

Brother,“ replied the fiſherman, „ it would 
be imprudent to preſume too far upon the fa- 
your of heaven. I have been favoured with one 
| plentiful fiſhing. I am at a loſs to think how I 
ſhall carry home what 1 have caught. I muſt 
go ſell them, and buy bread ;-for I left nothin 
in my houſe, but water for ablution; and I have 
no time to loſe. If I throw my net without ſuc- 
ceſs, my family will ſuffer for it; and, even if 
J draw it ont full, what ſhould I do with more 


than I am able to bear?“ © You ſhall not loſe. 


your time,” ſaid Giafar; “ for I will pay you 
for it: neither ſhall you ink under your burden, 
for I will help you with it.” © In this caſe,” 

„ | replied 
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replied the fiſherman, © ſince I riſk nothing, 1 
ſhall take a ſincere pleaſure in obliging you. 
What name is it in which you would have me 
once more to try my fortune?“ It is,” ſaid Gia- 
far, Gim. Bi. Ouaow. ;” (tha Arabic pronun= 
_— of the letters G. B. V. in their alpha- 
8 85 

The fiſherman pronounced the name, and caft 
his net. It was almoſt immediately filled ſo 
heavily, that he could hardly hold it with both. 
hands. The old man, overjoyed, waded into- 


the river. Giafar helped him; and, between 


them, they drew out upon the ſand, the largeſt 
fiſh that had ever been caught in the river Aba- 
na. When the fiſh was upon dry ground, the 
fiſherman, putting on his clothes, ſoftly pro- 


nounced the words Gim. Bi. Ouacw., the name 


which he had made uſe of. He then aſked the 
vizier to repeat it to him again; took up his ſtaff, 


and ſet out, drawing e and making calcu- 


lations upon the ſand. He appeared to be in con- 
ſtant aſtoniſhment at the products of his calcula- 
tion; and, when it was ended, returned to the 
prince. | 

% We need only to throw the net again,“ Haid. 
he, * in the name of Haroun Alraſchid, if we 
would exhauſt the river; ſince I threw it firſt in 
the name of Chebib, and you perſuaded me to 
try my fortune a ſecond time under the ſtar of 
the great prince of the Barmecides, the vizier of 
viziers, and the right arm of the Commander of 
the faithful. —And how could you Teem uneaſy 
about the fortune of the happy Giafar ? how 
confident would you have been, if acquainted 
with our books! The prince of the Barmecides 
muſt be even now in Damaſcus, and in Chebib's 


houſe, 
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houſe, if one may judge from the effect of the 
conjunction of the ſtar of the houſe of Chebib, 
with his ſtar. If the aſſiſtance of the great Bar- 
mekir contributed to enable our great prophet to 
conquer Bagdad; Omar was greatly indebted to 
the grandfather of Chebib for his conqueſt of 
Damaſcus. Thoſe two powerful ſtems will now 
perhaps join to ſupport the permanency of the 
empire, as they have heretofore contributed to 
its extenſion. Such events does deſtiny bring a- 
bout, by means which our weakneſs cannot com- 
prehend.” | 

Giafar was {till more ſurpriſed to find ſo much 
knowledge, and ſuch depth. of ſagacity, in one 
of thæ loweſt of the people,—than. he had been 
at the inſormation of the cook, and the confec= 
tioner. This philoſopher had no library, but the 
firmament; no porte-folio, but the ſand. The 
next concern was, how to diſpoſe of the fiſh that 
had been taken. _ Giafar immediately bethought 
him of Chebib's beneficence to every living erea- 
ture. © Brother,” ſaid he to the fiſherman, 
& you have undeſignedly given me ſatisfaction in 
more ways than one. No body reſpects or loves 
the generous Chebib more than I, and-none can 
be more deeply intereſted in the fate of the prince 
of the Barmecides. No one takes greater plea- 
ſure than I, in honouring virtue and knowledge in 
that claſs to which you belong. I wiſh it may 
ſhine with ſuch luſtre, as to rouſe the emulation 
of thoſe, who think themſelves diſpenſed, by 
the circumſtances of their-rank and fortune, from 
all obligation to diſtinguiſh themſelves by merit 
of their own: I am richer than you may ſup- 
pole me to be from the quality of my dreſs. 
Let me have the ſatisfaction of beſtowing an wy 

competence on your numerous family. Take theſe 
two 
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two hundred pieces of gold; chooſe out from a- 


mong the fiſhes, what may be acceptable to the 


good folks at home; and, in the name of Che- 
ib, reſtore to the river all the reſt that you took 
in the names both of Chebib and Giafar, that 
they may publiſh the praiſes of that generous 
man, even through the regions ot the deep.” 
J will not keep one of them. O my prince 
cried the old man in a tranſport of joy; “ 1 
know the name of Giafar, and know ſomething. 
of his high deſtiny; and now his virtues make 
me acquainted with his perſon, and I proſtrate 
myſelf at his feet. No, there ſhall be no miſer- 
able beings of my making in a day ſo happy to 
myſelf. All theſe fiſhes thall be reſtored to the 
element. out of which I took them. © Go,” 
ſaid he to them, © take ſtrength and courage, 
run through the ſeas from ſouth to north, and 
publiſh, wherever you go, that Chebib and Gla- 
far are united upon earth, where they diſplay 
the perfection of every virtue; and let the Levi- 
athan, that prince of the demons of the deep, 
hear and tremble.” 
The vizier now took leave of the fiſherman, 
wiſhing him all the proſperity that could follow 
a virtuous courſe of life, and that glory which. 
is the juſt recompence of toils undertaken in the 


* 


cauſe of hpmanity. In ſhort, they parted with 


as muck Findneſs as if they had been old friends. 
The hour for dinner was come. Giafar had ta- 
ken fatiguing exerciſe. He went to dine with 


his friend the cook; but met with nothing to- 


gratify either his curioſity or his taſte, forſuch won- 
ders, as might afford him ſome information con- 
cerning the great work to which he was called 
by deſtiny. He went next through the market- 

place. 


ARABIAN TALES. »s 


place. In one corner of the ſquare was a cof- 
fee-houſe, the principal one in Damaſcus. II 
Manachie, a ſmall branch of the river, ran 
through it, and embelliſhed the garden. He 
ſat down upon a marble ſofa in the garden 
a railing of wood roſe around the ſofa; and, o- 
ver it, hung a vine, the foliage of which was 


almoſt ſo thick as to conceal the ſeat. He had 


hardly taken his coffee, when three derviſes hap- 
pened to enter the apartment, which was cloſe 
only on the fide where the marble ſofa ſtood. 
Giafar remarked the ſurpriſe of the three derviſes 
who, without being known to one another, and 
without any previous concert, had happened to 
arrive, by three ſeparate N at the ſame 
place, in the ſame inſtant. They ſaluted each 
other, ſat down, and kept ſilence for ſome time, 


while they drank their coffee. They ſeemed, in 


the mean time, to be equally curious to learn 
from one another, the circumſtances which had 
produced ſo ſingular an interview. The eldeſt 
at length ſpoke: | | 


„ My brethren,” ſaid he, © does it not ſeem 


ſtrange to you, that accident ſhould thus have 
brought us together, as if we had met here for 
ſome previouſly concerted purpoſe ? do not you 
ſuſpect that there is ſome myſtery of Providence 
in this? Our character, which reduces us to a 
perfect equality as brethren of the order, ſuggeſts 
the propriety of our dealing frankly with one ano- 
ther. Let us mutually communicate the views with 
which we came hither. I ſhall begin with giv- 
ing you my ſtory, hoping that none of you will 
then refuſe to tell his. 1 


« Although, at preſent, by the grace of God, 


a Muſulman, I was born in the town of Kanko, 
; in 


Cn 
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in China, of an opulent family, who were wor- 
ſhippers of Hahihu. From all the religious in- 
ſtruction that my parents gave me, I was, upon 
reflexion, induced to conclude, that our anceſ- 
tors had made to themſelves a deity, of one or 
feveral men; and I became deſirous of knowing 
and ſerving him who had made both me and 
them. To the perplexity which I had begun 
to feel upon this head, my parents ſoon add- 
ed another, by propoſing that I ſhould marry a 
wife. Having been long perſuaded, that a man 
ought not to enter into ſuch a connection, with- 
out firſt knowing himſelf, - ought not to allow or 
to deny himſelf any enjoyment, without havin 
examined the object; I therefore reſolved to 
leave my father's houſe, and to travel through 
China, in ſearch of the information of which I 
found myſelf in want. Eh 

* eaſily furniſhed myſelf with gold and jewels, 
for the expences of my travels. I then proceed- 
ed from province to province, to learn what form 
of worſhip was obſerved in each, and upon what 
principles. Some adored idols made with their 
own hands; others worſhipped a calf, or ſome 
ſuch ridiculous object : All ſought to perſuade 
me, that I ought to be of their way of thinking: 
While I clearly perceived, that, to worſhip the 
workmanſhip of one's own hands, was an act of 
weakneſs ; and that none but an idiot could ſup- 
poſe the ſyſtem of the univerſe, organiſed as I 
ſaw it, to have proceeded from the head of a 
calf. I met with ſome likewife, who adored the 
| ſun, becauſe the heat of that luminary ſeems to en- 
liven all nature. I could not avoid acknowledg- 
ing, that, although not God} yet he might be 
admitred to be a natural enough emblem of the 

7 - Supreme 
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Zupreme Being. But being carried by my paſ- 
ſon for travelling, to places where his influence 
is ſcarcely felt, I ſaw that there was ſomething 
wanting, to his being even a perfect emblem. I at 


length returned homewards. On my way, I en- 
tered the city of Demgad. TI lodged in the quarter 


appropriated for ſtrangers. I entered into familiar 
converſation with a man, whoſe principles and 
turn of mind ſeemed to ſuit my own. Another 
came up in the-mean time, and accoſted him, 
cc What! are you in this city?“ ſaid the former 
to the latter; © and where do you lodge? 
c With Tantour-Kous-Kam,” anſwered the o- 
ther, © the moſt reſpectable man in all China, for 
the old-faſhioned virtue of hoſpitality. So great 


is his charity, that he is ſaid to feed more than a 
thouſand perſons every day.” Being a ſtranger 


in Demgad, I happened to mention to Kous- 
Kam, the generoſity of Chebib of Damaſcus ; 
and at that name, if my hoſt could have ſhower- 
ed pearls upon me, he would certainly have done 
it. It was from Chebib of Damaſcus that Tan- 
tour-Kous-Kam learned that generous hoſpitality 


which he exerciſes with ſo much honour to him- 


ſelf.” 


« You were well acquainted with that Chebib, 
then?“ replied I.“ I was his gueſt at two differ- 


”_ 


ent times,” anſwered he: * Without ſeeing the 
hoſpitality of Chebib, one can have no idea of 
that virtue. By his hofpitality, he has gained 
the love and reſpeQ of all about him; and fo ex- 
tenſive is his reputation, that the birds of heaven 
are ſaid to join in concerts to his praiſe, I my- 
ſelf witneſſed the aſfection which even the brute 
animals bear him, and the attention which that 
extraordinary man pays to them. 
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« One day when I was with him, an ibis flew 
ſcreaming about a pavilion in his garden, in 
which he commonly reſts for a few hours in the 
heat of the day. His ſlaves, 'impatient of the 
ſcreaming of the bird, were preparing to ſhoot 
him. Chebib forbade. A window of the pavi- 
lion was opened, and the ibis entered; and be- 
gan to ſcream again, more bitterly than before, 
over-againſt a large ſofa upon which Chebib had 
uſually ſlept. He ordered the ſofa and the car- 
pet to be carefully removed. Under them was 


found an enormous ſerpent, which had entered 


by a ſubterraneous aperture. The ſlaves would 
have killed it; but Chebib. would not permit. 
He ordered the animal to retire into its hole: it 
immediately obeyed : and he contented himſelf 
with cauſing the hole to be cloſed up, and for- 
bidding the creature to return into the pavilion.“ 
I liſtened eagerly to this narrative, and imme- 


diately determined what I ſhould do: * The beſt 


conduct,“ ſaid I, “can proceed only from the 
beſt principles; and virtue can be founded upon 
no other baſis than truth: This I ſhall ſurely find 
with Chebib.“ IT ſet out for Damaſcus, and 
ſought for the ſage, whom I was ſo deſirous of 
knowing. Hardly had I entered the city, when 
a ſlave came up to me, with an invitation to ho- 
nour his patron's houſe with my preſence. I 


was conducted to the very man whom I wiſhed 


to ſee; his excellent leſſons made me defirous 
of profeſſing myſelf a Muſulman; and I ſoon 
after became a derviſe. I now viſit Damaſcus 
every three years. A taſte for retirement, in- 
duces me to prefer his houſe in the country. 
At certain times my hoſt and I meet; and I have 
come to ſee him to-day." 

When 


— ——— 
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When the firſt and eldeſt of the three derviſes 
had ſpoken, the ſecond proceeded thus: Bre- 
thren, what I am going to tell you, will prove, 
that nothing happens, otherwiſe than as deſtiny 
directs; and that it is by deſtiny that we have 
been brought together here. I am alſo an ad- 
mirer and diſciple of that Chebib, of whom you 
ſpeak z and am newly arrived in Damaſcus, to 
offer myſelf to his hoſpitality. I was born in 
India, of a powerful and proſperous family. But 
being early taught to know that appearances are 
deceitful, and that man was ſent into this world 
for other purpoſes than to purſue fancied enjoy- 
ments, which occaſion more pain than pleaſure ;. 
determined to travel for my improvement, and 
left my father's he, 8 | 

As I was one day paſling through the ſtreets 
of Surat, near the grand Pagoda, a blind man 
caught my notice, who had aſked alms unſucceſſ- 
fully fince the morning, and who, being now 
in deſpair of meeting with one compaſſionate ſoul, 
gave himſelf up to grief. On a ſudden, prompt- 
ed by the preſſure of extreme want, he wept a- 
loud, and cried out, Whoever thou art that 
paſſeſt this way, give me alms, if not in the name 
of God, yet in the name of Chebib of Damaſ- 
cus.” I felt myſelf ſtrongly moved at that name, 
which I had never before heard. I was curious 
to know why the blind man made it his laſt re- 
fource. 1 went up to him, and after putting two 
pieces of gold into his hand, “ Brother,” ſaid I, 
„ What man is he whom you named?“ © He 
is, replied the blind man, * a pattern for all 
who are diſpoſed to do pood to their brethren. 
His generolity ſhines ſo conſpicuous, that all who 
ſee him, have a noble example to imitate, and 
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muſt be inexcuſable if they ſhut their ears and 
eyes againſt the tears and lamentations of the un- 
fortunate. He beſtows, with a degree of deli- 
cacy, which hinders the weight of the obliga- 
tions conferred, from being felt by thoſe who re- 
ceive them. Such indeed is his beneficence, 
that not a ſingle creature can come near him, 
without experiencing its effects.“ | 

“This account, given by the blind man, ex- 
cited in me a curioſity to ſee Damaſcus, and to 
become acquainted with a man whoſe name and 
character were made known to me in fo extraor- 
dinary a manner. I accordingly travelled to this 
great city. I obtained ready. acceſs to Chebib. 
I abjured before him the blind worſhip of Brama, 
Witfnou, and Rutren ; and aſſumed the habit of 
a derviſe. TT: . 

I ſhall conclude, with mentioning an inci= 
dent, not unlike that of the ſerpent of which you 
told us. The king kept a lion, of enormous 
ſtature, in an iron cage, and clofe by one of the 
palace gates. Chebib never paſſed that animal, 
without giving it ſome mark of his kindneſs, and 
of his inclination to make every living creature 
happy. One day having been maltreated by his 
keeper, the terrible animal eſcaped, and was 
proceeding to produce the moſt dreadful ravages 
in city and country. Happening, however, to 
meet Chebib, the ſavage creature became ſuddenly 
mild at fight of his daily benefactor, and ſuffered 
him to lead him back to his cage, with as little 
reſiſtance as the tameſt of .animals could have 
ſhewn.”—— The ſecond derviſe thus concluded 
the narrative of his adventures, aſking the third 
to relate his ſtory with equal frankneſs. ix 

18 
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He began, with expreſſing his wonder, that 
they ſhould all three have come to Damaſeus on 
account of the ſame man. This derviſe had been. 


born a Muſulman, and had profeſſed himſelf a 


derviſe, before becoming known to Chebib ; but 


he acknowledged himſelf indebted to him for 
much information concerning the nature and ex- 
tent of the duties of man upon earth; and ob- 
ſerved, that if Chebib ſet an example to the rich, 
of a noble and reaſonable uſe of their wealth, he, 
at the ſame time, taught the poor to find other 
reſources in their moderate circumſtances. 

© Brethren,” continued he, © you have ſpoken 
of his beneficence to the inferior animals: I cam 
tell you that it extends even to plants. When 
ever he walks in his garden, he waters thoſe: 
which are dry, raiſes up ſuch as are fallen down, 
and props others that may be leaning. He would 
never ſuffer water to be confined in his houſe or 
gardens, in order to make it fpout up in the air, 
but allows it always to follow its natural current: 
In a word, he is the friend of all nature.” 
When ks third derviſe had ended his narra- 
tive, the firſt reſumedt the converſation : © "The 


ſtar of the man we are ſpeaking of, is very power |, 


ful; but although it has almoſt invincibly attract 


ed us, yet, from my knowledge, I believe that 


we are at this moment under the guidance of an- 
other, and {till more powerfuł conſtellation. We 
came hither in the name of Chebib, and we: 


are aſſembled here by that of G. B. V. of 


which I know only theſe letters. Books indeed. 
1 us, brethren 3 but events inſtruct. us. 

et us wait patiently for thoſe events, which are: 
to clear up to us the apparent myſtery of our 


meeting here to-day.” 3 
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- 'Fhus ended the converſation; and the three 
derviſes aroſe, and went away. It will be readily 
ſuppoſed, that Giafar loſt not a ſyllable of tits 
dialogue. It would have been very intereſting 
to him, even though it had been confined to the 
praiſes of his hoſt and friend Chebib : much 
more was his attention raiſed, when he heard the 
eldeſt dervife ſay, that he and his brethren were 


aſſembled under a name, the ſtar of which ruled 


that of Chebib, ſince he could have no doubt 


that the name was his own. The Barmecide 


prince did not, however, indulge, upon this oc- 
eaſion, any emotions of pride. He had too high 
an idea of virtue, to be entirely ſatisfied with his 
own excellence. The ſtar of Chebib might be 
more brilliant in heaven than his. But upon 
earth, where it is not virtue that confers. powers 
and honours, that of the Caliph's miniſter muſt 
be predominant. The vizier felt his courage 
raiſed by reflection on the wonderful accident 
which had brought thofe three derviſes together, 
and led them into a converſation referring ſe 
directly to his particular fituation. He eonclud- 
ed, therefore, that he had not loſt the good graces 
of the Caliph, fo entirely as he had imagined ; 
fince, in the eye of heaven, he was {till vizier, 
as was. indicated by the three letters G. B. V. 
which the dervife had mentioned. He returned 
towards the houſe of his hoſt, and appeared be- 
fore him with the air of having been ſatisfied 
with the different objects he had feen in the 
courſe of the day; but did not enter into a detail of 
an adventure, which perhaps might have pained 

Chebib's modeſty. | 
Reſigning himſelf to the influence of his ſtar, 
of whoſe powerſul energy he had received. ſuch 
| proofs, 


< 
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proofs, the vizier reſolved to remain ſtill conceal» 
ed, that he might not counteract its effects by 
his own imprudence. And as. he had received 
ſo much edification in the ſtreets. of Damaſcus, 
he reſolved to continue his rambles through the 
city, continuing, at the ſame time, to diſguiſe 
himſelf, fo that he might not be known. 

As he was one day returning haſtily to Che- 
bib's palace by winding ſtreets, he found him- 
ſelf obliged to go a great way about. The day 
was exceſlively hot. He had ſuppoſed that he 
was only three or four hundred paces: from the 
houſe he ſought ; but being unaccuſtomed to ſo 
fatiguing a walk, his breath ſuddenly failed. Ob- 
ſerving a matble ſofa conveniently enough ſet in 
a ſort of portico, he threw himſelf down upon it 
for a moment, and drew out a handkerchief to 
wipe his face. Oppoſite to where he ſat, ſtood 
a palace, ſupported upon fix and twenty columns 
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in a grand ſtyle of architecture, and illuminated 
by four and twenty windows. Before each win- 
dow was a ſmall terrace garden; and each garden 
exhibited beauties pecuhar to itſelf. While ſo 
agreeable a ſpectacle attracted his eyes, one of 
the windows opened. A young lady appeared, 
ſeemingly about fixteen years of age, and ſo ex- 
quiſitely beautiful, that the vizier had never ſeen 
her equal. 


« To be ſure,” faid he to himſelf, © it is 
written, that the ſun and moon are to be three 
times eclipſed before Mahomet, the true ſtar of 
the earth. Yet I am tempted to think that our 
writers muſt be miſtaken. 'The luminaries of 
the world have only twice veiled themſelves be- 
fore our Prophet. They, no doubt, expected 
the birth of this heavenly object, to do her the 


homage 
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Homage of a third eclipſe.” While Giafar was 
muſing thus paſſionately, the young lady conti- 
nued to water the flowers, which ſeemed to re- 
vive at the very approach of the moiſture ſprink- 
led upon them by her beneficent hand. When 
that heavenly beauty had watered the flowers. 
from a porcelain vaſe 1n her hand, ſhe ſhut the 
window, and diſappeared. The vizier waited in - 
expectation of her coming to water the other 
flower-knots : but in vain : he remained with his. 
mouth half open, his eyes fixed, and his neck 
ſtretched out towards the windows of the pa- 
hace, where the lovely viſion had appeared. 
Night found him in the ſame attitude, in which 
Alilcaf is related, in the Koran, to have remain- 
ed fixed for three hundred years, after ſeeing the 
glorious bird of paradiſe, which announced to 
him the coming of Mahomet. Giafar might per- 
haps have paſſed the night there; ſuch power 
had his riſing paſſion aſſumed over his heart: 
but he was rouſed out of it in a ſhort time, by 
the unexpected arrival of Chebib. . 
His generous hoſt eame out from the apart- 
1 ment of his women, which was divided by his 
1 gardens from the palace in which he uſed to en- 
il. Rl tertain ſtrangers. He had become uneaſy at the 
prince's delay, and began to fear ſome accident. 
Diſguiſing himfelf, therefore, he went out by a 
back-door ; but the very firſt object that ſtruck. 
his eyes, was the vizier, abſorbed ig contempla- 
tion, oppoſite to the four and twenty windows. 
4 What are you doing here, my dear friend?“ 
ſaid Chebib. I was beginning to fear that 
you might be involved in ſome diſagreeable ad- 
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1 venture.” © had walked till 1 was extremely 
wi fatigued,” replied Giafar; © and this ſofa ſeem- 
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ed to ſtand here ſo commodiouſly, that I could 
not forbear to caſt myſelf down upon it.” 
& Come in,“ returned Chebib; “ here you will 
be more at your eaſe.“ The vizier tried to riſe; 
but he ſeemed glued to the ſpot, as it were by 


ſome power of .inchantment : his body felt ex- 


ceſhvely languid and ſluggiſh, when he tried to 
remove it from a place, whence 1t was impoſhble 
to withdraw his foul. He endeavoured, how- 
ever, to hide his confuſion from his hoſt, and 
accompanied him to his palace. But he could 


not enter into converſation; he could not par- 


take of an excellent ſupper that had been prepar- 
ed for him ; he could not enjoy the delights of a 
fine evening *, which Chebib had taken all pains 
to improve to him. He went to reſt in a ſtate 
of diitreſs, which could not but alarm his gene- 
rous friend. He paſſed a reſtleſs night. Not a 
moment's ſleep could he find, although he had 
ſitten fixed like a ſtatue upon the marble ſofa , 
but he could not now reſt for a moment, in any 
one ſituation, in his bed. The anguiſh of his 
heart affected the expreſſion of his countenance z 


and when Chebib entered his chamber in the 


morning, he found his pulſe quick, his eyes 
glaring, and bis complexion altered. He was 
extremely uneaſy at the fight, and inſtantly call- 
ed his phyſician. The phyſician had great kill 
- 3 5 | in 


* There is nothing that can be compared with the charming 
nights at Damaſcus, The {ky is free from vapours, and per- 
feftly ſerene. The waters, which ran about, and through the 
city, diffuſe a delicious coolneſs, which makes ample amends 
for the ſcorching heats of the day, - Under the Caliphs, in the 
times, as the Arabian poets ſay, when the rivers flowed with 
milk, all the gardens about Damaſcus, and the banks of the 
rivers, were uſually covered with ſinging men and ſinging wes 
men, It was a period of continual pleaſure, aud feſtive joy. 
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in his profeſhon, of which he gave immediate 
proofs. He examined the ſtate of his patient, 
remarked his languid reſpiration, and the fire 
in his eyes; took him by the arm, and felt his 
kin; and at laſt fet himſelf to count the beat- 
ings of his pulſe. After a quarter of an hour's 
- obſervation, he aſked for pen, ink, and paper; 
wrote down his advice, without uttering a word; 
and put it into Chebib's hand. The latter o- 
pened and read it, with a mixture, of eagerneſs 
and fear. | | . 

6“ Your gueſt's illneſs is neither more nor leſs 
than a violent inflammation in his heart. It has 
entered by his eyes, and can be no otherwiſe 
cured, than by the objeck that excited it. All 
other remedies are uſeleſs.” N 
Chebib gave the paper to Giafar, who read it 
with an air of aſtoniſhment. The generous Che- 
bib took advantage of his ſurpriſe, and, ſmiling, 
addreſſed him thus: “ What! my dear gueſt, 
my friend, my brother; have you a ſecret of this 
nature, and yet would not confide it to me? 
Was it proper that a phyſician ſhould be the firſt 
to explain to me your illneſs? Since his art can 
give you no aſſiſtance, will you not deign to 
employ mine? Nothing that my zeal can effect, 
{ſhall be wanting to the accompliſhment of your 
happineſs. Is the object of your withes in Da- 
maſcus? Where did you ſee her?“ | 

6 Recollect, dear Chebib,” ſaid Giafar, the 
place where you found me ſitting . laſt night. 
A young lady, tall, graceful, handſome and 
beautiful as a. Houri, came, while I fat there, to 
water the flowers in a ſmall garden upon a ter- 
race oppoſite to the ſofa. Never ſaw I ſo beau- 
tiful eyes. They ſhed a mild luſtre; and Jets 

| the 
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the fire which glanced from them, irradiated the 
water which ſhe fprinkled upon the flowers with 
all the lovely colours of the rainbow. She ſmil- 
ed like Aurora, when ſhe leads in one of the 
faireſt days of Spring. Her arms were exqui= 
fitely turned, and lightly ſtained with thamarena. 
Her beautiful hair was perfumed with powder 
of the ſame plant, which diffuſed a fragrance 
through the air, that reached me where I ſat; 
while the charms of her features, heightened as 
they were by all the happieſt aids that art could 


furniſh, ſeemed to deſerve, not merely my ho- 


mage, but that of all animated nature “ O, 


my dear friend!“ replied Chebib, “ how for- 
tunate do I think myſelf, that I have it in my 
power to cohtribute to your gratification, and to 
reftore you that health and quiet, of which an 
unhappy paſhon might have for ever deprived 
you! I know the object for whom you burn; 
you may aſpire to poſſeſs her. 'The beauties of 
her mind are not inferior to her exterior appear- 
ance: ſhe is innocence itſelf. Yet the huſband, 
to whom ſhe is at preſent united, has found 
himſelf obliged, in conſequence of an accidental 


violation of the law, to ſubmit to the painful ne- 


ceſſity of divorcing her, which he has this day 
done; and 1 can therefore promiſe her to your 
arms. Indulge your pation. Without takin 
any concern about what it may coſt thoſe who 
are to contribute to your gratificationz be hap- 
Py, my dear vizier, and aſſure yourſelf that you 
are ſoon to be much more fo than you imagine. 


Giafar was both ſurprized and delighted, at this 


voluntary promiſe of his hoſt. I muſt con- 
feſs, ſaid he to Chebib, that my father did 
not deceive me when he told me that at Da- 

| maſcus 
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maſcus I ſhould meet with wonder upon wonder. 
My eyes beheld a miracle of beauty; and love 
has performed another miracle in my favour, by 
helping me to the enjoyment of that raviſhing 
object, through the aſſiſtance of the tendereſt 
friendſhip.“ g | 
Chebib immediately retired, croſſed his garden, 
and entered the ſmall palace ſupported by the 
Four and twenty columns, oppoſite to where the 
prince of the Barmecides had fallen into an ec- 
ſtaſy at the appearance of Negemet-il-Soupeh, 
the youngeſt, the laſt married, and the moſt 
tenderly beloved of his hoſt's wives. That ge- 
nerous man was fully aſſured, after a moment's 
converſation with*her, that it was Negemet her- 
ſelf who watered the garden while Giafar reclined 
on the ſofa. His preſent object was, to gain her 
conſent to a diſſolution of their marriage, and to 
perſuade her to enter into a new nuptial engage- 
ment, much more advantageous for herſelf and 
her family. Her preſent ſituation was not with- 
out its agreeable circumſtances, nor had ſhe ever 
experienced in it any ſubjects of chagrin. Hap- 
1 pPpily, he at that time ſuppoſed, that, in purſu- 
{| ing his purpoſe, he had no paſſion to combat but 
i | Huis own. He was however ſenſible, that delicacy 
_ and addreſs were requiſite in making the propoſal, 
| It was not for him to ſuggeſt reaſons which might 
perſuade a young woman, that ſhe would be 
anuch happier in another fituation than in that in- 
which ſhe was prefently placed. This would 
come much better from an ambitious father and 
mother; and, when urged by them, would be 
Jeſs.liable to offend her delicacy. He contented 
himſelf with addreſüng her affectionately in theſe 
words: © J love you tenderly, dear Negemet, 
| and 
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and feel the warmeſt wiſhes to promote your 
happineſs. I ſhall perhaps give you a moment's 
pain, at this inſtant, when I have nothing in 
view but your fulleſt ſatisfaCtion ; were it ne- 
ceſſary, I would readily expoſe my life to ſerve 
you. In return, let me only entreat you to re- 
tire for a few weeks to the houſe of your reſpect- 
able parents. It is in conſequence of a raſh vow, 
that 2 under a neceſſity of ſubjecting myſelf 
to the pain which even a ſhort ſeparation from you 
muſt coſt me: And, in the mean time, do me 
the juſtice to believe, that I ſhall be employed, 
when you are abſent, m promoting your felici- 
t * | = 
Le- beser having been brought up in 
the habit of reſpectful obedience to her parents, 
had, as yet, no will of her own. She conſider- 
<d this order to return to them for a few days, 
as a favour which ſhe durſt not have preſumed to 
requeſt. Inſtead, therefore, of making any dif- 
ficulty of compliance, {he innocently thanked 
Chebib for the permiſſion. He had, in the mean 
time, ſent to requeſt Scheffander-Haſſan to favour 
him with his preſence, in order to the diſcuſſion 
of an affair of importance. The emir immediate- 
ly waited on his ſon-in-law, who, without delay, 


explained the matter to him. 


« Your daughter, my dear Scheffander, is a 
jewel in my eyes. But I have found means to 
ſecure for ever both your good fortune and hers, 
amidit all the viciſſitudes to which all human af- 
fairs are ſubject. I counted myſelf happy in be- 
ing your ſon-in-law. But a man, in all reſpects 
preferable to me, has heard the amiable Negemet 
very favourably ſpoken of, and adores her. My 
friendſhip owes the ſacrifice which 1 offer to your. 

VAL. 1. | K | {elf, 
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Felf, to your family, and to her. Conduct her 


home with you; reconcile her to her good for- 
tune. The value of the ſacrifice which I make, 
will ſerve, in ſome ſort, as a conſolation to me. 
J ſhould be but too happy, if I could make every 
other perſon ſo, even at the ſame price. 

«© But, as every thing muſt be conducted with 
due delicacy, be not precipitate upon this occa- 
ſion: chooſe your time, and take your meaſures. 
When you have brought her to agree to what we 
deſire, you may give me notice; and 1 will then di- 
vorce her before the Caliph, in ſuch a manner as 
that neither you nor ſhe ſhall be difobliged. Till 
that time, let the ſecret reſt with yourſelf and 
your wife. I need not enlarge upon the conſe- 
quences to you; one, among many, will alone 
be ſufficient to convince you of the importance of 
ſecreſy. He who is to. marry your daughter, 
knows not that the is at preſent my wife, although 
he knows that ſhe is already married: And I 
have reaſons for chooſing ro appear in no other 
light, than as the agent between the parties, who, 
without any ſort of perſonal intereſt, wiſhes to 
render a friend an eſſential ſervice.” 1 

Scheffander carried his daughter home with 
him, determining to neglect nothing that might 
contribute to fulfil the views of Chebib, the ad- 
vantages of which he clearly ſaw; and Giafar's 
hoſt returned eagerly to cheer his gueſt. | 

« Prince,” ſaid he, as foon as he entered 
his chamber, if your phyſician judged rightly of the 
quickneſs of your pulſe, you mult by this time be in 
a good way of convaleſcence; and you may cheer 

ourſelf with the certain aſſurance of poſieſling, in 
a few days, the lady on whom your perfeck re- 
covery depends. Her huſband deſires, above all 
| things, 
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things, to ſee the young beauty happy, whom the 


unlucky circumſtances of his fate . have obliged 
him to repudiate. Neither the lady's parents, or 


| herſelf, will make any objections. Only one 


thing ſtands in the way of your happineſs: You 
cannot contract the matrimonial engagement, un- 


leſs in your real character.“ 


Giafar, however much he' might be in tab 


was ſenſible of the neceſſity of waiting till. he 
could openly declare himſelf. Affected, at the 


ſame time, with a deep ſenſe of the importance 
of the ſervice which his friend had rendered him, 
he expreſſed, in the ſtrongeſt language, his gra- 
titude for the ardour and activity of Chebib's 

ſriendſhip. „I will take no meaſures,” ſaid he, 
% but what your wifdem ſhall dictate. The 


hopes which you give me, are enough to make me 


ealy. I can now wait, till your generous cares, 
and a change of circumſtances, may favour the 
accompliſhment of my withes.” Giafar's joy 
was at its height. He deſired to be alone, 
that he might muſe on the object that had 
captivated his heart, To enjoy the folitude which 
he defired, he went out into the ftreets of Da- 
maſcus, and found it every where, even in the 


midſt of crowds. But as he was attentive. to all 


that occurred to his obſervation, he happened, 
when near the high moſque, to overhear two 
blind men making their mutual ſalutations, they 
having recogniſed one another .by the ſound of 
their voices. Ah! Is this you, Benphiſos ?” 
ſaid the eldeſt to the. youngeſt; * 1. ens a 
great many things to tell you. My wite, 

know, is from Barbary, and is ſkilled in all Bo 
books of occult ſcience contained in that famous 
repoſitory of the monuments of this ſoxt of know- 
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. ledge, the Dom-Daniel at Tunis. She does a 


great deal of work every day, for which we are 
never the richer; however ſhe diſcovers many 


| fecrets. She affures me, that Giafar, prince 


of the Barmecides, was here, in Damaſcus, with- 


in theſe few moons. He was compelled to come 


hither, by a prognoſtic taken from the Giaffer. 
'The Caliph requires an explanation of a particu- 
hr fact; and his grand vizier has come abroad in 


fearch of this. Eut this is not a fit place for us 


to talk of theſe myſterious affairs.” 
“On the contrary,” ſaid the younger, © no- 


body comes this way at preſent ; for this is not 


the hour of prayer.” So ſaying, he ſtretched 
out his arm, and felt all about him with his ſtaff; 
which Giafar avoided. When he thought him- 
Telf ſure that there were no ftrange ears to over- 


hear them; Let us fit down,” ſaid he to his 


comrade, *©* on this bench, and reſume our con- 
verſation. Your wife has told you, that the 
grand vizier Giafar is in Damaſcus; and I, for 


my part, aſſure you, that, before two days are 


run, he will be publicly known, with whatever 


care he may ſtrive to conceal himſelf.” 


« And who told you that ?” ſaid the old 
blind man. My father,” replied the other, 
© who was born in Egypt. He has not had his 
information from books; he is able to compoſe 
ſuch himſelf; for he holds a familiar correſpon- 


dence with the genies. The ſtory which I am 


to tell you, is long and eomplex: but, have pa- 
tience, and you ſhail hear. Markaff, one of thofe 
genies of the earth who are employed in watch- 


ing over treaſures, and whom my father ſees al- 


moſt every day, fell in love with the daughter of 
the Sultan of Herak, and reſolved to appear to 
her by night, in order to try whether he could 


not 
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not pleaſe her, and perſuade her to marry him 


He retired to his uſual abode, to prepare for 
making as ſplendid an appearance as poſſible be- 
fore the object whoſe affections he deſired to 
gain. He roſe, involved in a dark miſt, and 


was borne by a blaſt of whirlwind; when a cloud, 


deſcending from the middle region of the air, 
- topped his progreſs. It was the car of Tantou- 
Ta, queen of the genies. She had no difficulty 
to know her ſubject, notwithſtanding his finery. 


© Whither goeſt thou,” ſays ſhe, © fo pompouſ- 


ly arrayed? Whom doſt thou mean to dazzle 
with this magnificence? © Great queen!“ re- 


plied Markaff, proſtrating himſelf to the ground; 


« I am in love with the moſt beautiful object a- 
mong the daughters of men, and am going to 
try my fortune.” © She muſt be a fit miſtreſs. 
for a lover like thee. Canſt thou, blinkard that 
thou art, diſcern between beauty and uglineſs ? 
The lady of thy affections is no doubt ſuch an- 
other lump of deformity as thyſelf.” “O my 
queen |! the ſun does indeed dazzle my ſight by day; 
but by night IT can fee as well as another, and per- 
haps better. I can afſure you, that the Sultan 
of Herak's daughter, with whom I am paſſionate- 


ly in love, is the moſt charming princeſs on 


earth.” „Mighty fine this,” replied Tantoura; 


© and where couldſt thou find expreſſions of 


praiſe, if thou ſhouldſt ſee the lovely youth 
whom J am going to viſit at Bamaſcus, for the 
tenth time in the courſe of this month, without 
his having once perceived me ?—L no ſooner leave 
him, than I die with impatience to return. 
Come thou with me; thou mayeit ſafely truit 


that great lubberly body of thine to the light va- 


pours on which I am borne; they are perfect- 
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Iy ſufficient to ſupport thee : Thou ſhalt agree, 
that thy choice 1s not to be compared with mine.” 
Such was Tantoura's ſovereign pleaſure ; and 
Markaft muſt obey. The car of 'Tantoura a- 
ſcended. In an inſtant it hovered over Damaſcus, 
and ſtopped upon one of the wings of Chebib's 
palace. It was his only ſon that had attracted 
the regard of the queen of the genies. At ſight 
of him, Markaff was obliged to acknowledge, 
that there could not be a lovelier object on earth; 
but maintained that the-princeſs of Herak was as 
beautiful as he. They reſolved to compare the 
two; and if neither ſhould. then be willing to: 
yield, it was agreed, that a third ſhould be cal- 
Jed in. The ſon of Chebib, with Tantoura and 
Markaff, were immediately conveyed in a cloud 
to the apartment of the princeſs of Herak. It 
was only midnight; but all the officers of the pa- 
lace were aſleep. Tantoura, by the efficacy of 
enchantment, threw them into a deeper. fleep, 
and ſuppoſed that none would be able to reſiſt 
the power of the charm. But the fair Ziziale, who 
had been inſtructed by her nurſe in all the ſecrets 
of the Perſian Magi, and who, by her ſuperior 
knowledge, was ſubjected to all the inconveniences 
with which knowledge is commonly attended, 
never lay down to reſt, without putting her en- 
chanted book under her pillow, and flept but with 
one eye: And if her right arm might fall care- 
ieſsly without the bed, her enchanted rod was 
bound by a riband to her left hand. 
When Markaff had formerly ſeen her, with- 
out ſuppoſing that he was himſelf obferved, ſhe 
had, however, perfectly diſcovered him: and 
while he imagined that he might obtain advan- 
tages over her, {he had already begun to ye 
how 
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how ſhe might reduce him to be one among her 

flaves. When fhe ſaw him come in with Tan- 
toura, ſhe affected to be in a deep fleep ; yet, 
at the fame time, kept herſelf upon her guard. 
They put young Chebib beſide her. She took 
him at firſt for ſome beautiful inhabitant of hea- 
ven. From the. converſation of Tantoura and 
Markaff, however, ſhe ſoon learned that the 
beautiful young man, who then ſhared her bed, 
had been brought thither only to be compared 
with her; and the became the victim of an en- 
chanter, againſt whoſe power, the precautions 
the had taken could nothing avail her: this en- 


chanter was Love. | 


% 'Tantoura and Markaft, however, grew warm 
in the diſpute, and could not agree whether young 
Chebib or Ziziale- were the moſt beautiful. At 
length, Tantoura determined to call in a third 
perſon, to determine between them. She ſtamp- 
ed with her foot, and the genie Karkaſs appear- 

ed. He was to all appearance a ſort of brute, 
not three feet high. He bore ſome reſemblance 
to man, however; for he had half a human 
face remaining, although the other half was en- 
tirely deſtroyed. . From this profile, which was 
furrowed with wrinkles, a beard hung down up- 
on the ground. His chin extended to his knee. 
The whole back part of his body reſembled one long 

bunch, and was ſupported by an ox's foot, which 
went and came nimbly enough, with the help of 
two crutches. His other foot was turned up o- 
ver his ſhoulder. I can deſeribe this genie. My 
father let me ſee him. He is no leſs crafty than 
ugly; and, upon occaſion, is employed ro deviſe 
expedients to aſſiſt the enterpriſes of the other 
genies. 
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« When Karkaſs appeared, Tantoura thus 
addreſſed him. © Old monſter, Markaff and I 
are in a diſpute here. We have each a favour- 
ite. There they are together. Upon the ſub- 
ject of beauty, none can be fo diſintereſted as 
thou; for thou haſt no ſort of pretenſion to it. 
Look upon theſe two objects in that bed; and, 
without reſpect to ſex, declare which of the two 
has the advantage over the other in beauty.“ 

“ Karkaſs advanced towards the bed, diſplay- 


ing his hideous and cadaverous ſkeleton, while 


his half head roſe fix feet high. He ſtooped, and 


held his gummy eye ſeveral times near to the two 


charming faces; and when he thought he had 


examined them with ſufficient attention, he ſtep- 
ped back into the middle of the room; reſumed 
his former attitude, and ſpoke thus: Great 
queen |! and you Markaff ! your diſputes are vain. 
Each of theſe lovely creatures poſſeſſes the moſt 
perfect beauty of the ſexes to which they reſpec- 
tively belong. They are made fas one another: 
and as I have no doubt examined them more 
narrowly than you, 1 have ſeen the mark of 
the ſtar by whoſe influence they are in- 
fallibly to be united. I know not what your 


views may be; but I know there is nothing to. 


be gained by any attempt to oppoſe their deſtiny. 
For, as is proverbially faid, © Where fate has 
decided, ſorcery can do nothing.” Do things. 
with a good grace; rencunce your pretenſions, 
whatever they may be; anticipate that deſtiny 
which you eannot diſappoint, by accompliſhing 
an immediate union between theſe two objects. 
of your affection.“ | 55 
„ 'Fanroura went up, firſt to young Chebib, 
and then to Ziziale, and perceived the mark 
| which 
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which Karkaſs had obſerved. She had on her 
finger two ſplendid rings. She put the pret- 
tieſt of the two upon young Chebib's finger, 
and the other upon the hand of the princeſs 
of Herak; ſeized the right hands of both, 
joined them, and gave each a kiſs. Markaff 
and Karkaſs would gladly have done as much, 
but were reſtrained by reſpect for the queen. 
The young couple were no ſooner united than 
ſeparated ; for Tantoura, diſmiſſing the other 
genies, took up her charming favourite, and con- 
veyed him immediately back to Damaſcus. 

„ The fair Ziziale, although ſeemingly ſound 
aſleep, had not loſt a word of all that paſſed, 
and was prevailed on to ayail herſelf of what ſhe 
had heard, She ſaw herſelf deſtined to become 
the wiſe of the moſt amiable man upon earth. 
She already felt herſelf to be far from indifferent 
to him. She knew neither his name nor condi- 
tion : But ſhe had means in her power, for ac- 
quainting herfelf with both. Her foul was dif- 
ſolved in that tenderneſs which uſually accompa- 
nies the firſt emotions of hopeful love; and hard- 
ly had 'Tantoura retired, when the princeſs fell 
alleep, under the ſweet influence of gentle hope, 
and young deſire. „ | 

„ She was ſaluted, at her awaking, by leſs: 
pleaſing intelligence. An ambaſlador was arrived 
at Herak from the Sultan of Curdiſtan z the ob- 
je of whoſe embaſſy was, to demand the prin- 
ceſs in marriage for the heir-apparent to that 
crown. All poſhble advantages concurred to 
recommend this connection to the Sultan of He- 
rak; and he did not expect any objection to be 
made on the part of his daughter. He was 
therefore extremely ſurpriſed when ſhe replied, 
that ſhe could not now diſpoſe either of her hand 


OT 


118 ARABIAN TALES. 


or her heart, and would rather die than marry the 
prince of Curdiſtan. This ſtrange and unexpect- 
ed reply, had at firſt almoſt provoked the Sultan 
to burſt out in a tranſport of rage; but he 
conſidered that it were better to reſtrain himſelf. 
& Princeſs,” ſaid he, © you ſurely cannot ſup- 
poſe that my daughter and ſole heireſs is to be 
left to diſpoſe of herſelf in marriage, entirely ac- 
cording to her own fancy. Your equipage is 
making ready; and you muſt ſet out with the 
ambaſſador who has been ſent to demand you.“ 

% Ziziale was confounded by this reply. 
Her mother ſoon after entered her apartment, 
and found her in tears. What means this, 
daughter?“ faid ſhe; © Would you deny a 
young and lovely prince, who brings a crown to 

united with that which you will ane dar in- 
herit? Why refuſe him? How capricious |—Had 
Zizialè known her lover's name, ſhe would have. 
anſwered, without evaſion, © I am in love with 
young Chebib.” But, in the preſent caſe, while 
ſhe determined to perſiſt in the refuſal, ſhe was 
obliged to be ſilent with reſpect to its motives. 

% Whether you like or diflike it,” continued 
her mother, as it is a ſettled affair, and yau 
mult ſet out in three days, let the ſtate of your 
affections remain a ſecret to your huſband's am- 
baſſador. I know not how to. account for your 

ny humour, ſeeing that you have hitherto 
ſo uniformly given us the higheſt ſatisfaction.“ 
Her mother went away, and Zizialè remained 
in no very agreeable ſtate of mind. She could 
not avoid diſobliging her parents, whom ſhe ten- 
derly loved. Such was the neceſlity impoſed up- 
on her by deſtiny and love; ſhe could not even 
explain the reaſons for her obſtinacy. As to the 

preparations 
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preparations for her departure, and the near ap- 


proach of the time fixed for her ſetting out; 
theſe gave her no uneaſineſs, farther than as 


they compelled her to have recourſe to ſuperna= 


tural means, in withdrawing herſelf from a fa- 
mily, whom her elopement would throw into 
the moſt anxious diſtreſs. —And whither ſhould 
ſhe go, to find the objeCt of her love? _ | 

«© As ſhe was anxiouſly muſing theſe ideas, 
Markaff officiouſly preſented himſelf before her: 
he had not yet given up his-pretenſions to Zizi- 
ale, ſo entirely as Tantoura had laid aſide hers to 
young Chebib. _ N 8 

« 'Fhis apparition had been always an object of 
horror to the princeſs. What want you?“ 
ſaid ſne; Who are you?” © I am Markaf,” 
_ replied he, “ a genie who contributed to your 
union, laſt night, with a charming young man, 
whoſe ring remains with you. I am acquainted 
with what is going on about you; I love you 
and I am come to your aid.“ He who loves 
me, ſerves me,” . replied Ziziale: Come within 
this circle.” With this, ſhe marked out a circle; 
and Markaff, who was deſperately in love, en- 
tered it. The young enchantreſs having more 
{kill than he ſuppoſed, reduced kim thus to ſuch 


entire ſubjection, that he became henceforward - 


the moſt devoted of her ſlaves. When Markaff 
was thus, by her magical incantations, rendered 
completely ſubſervient to her will, ſo that he 
durſt refuſe her nothing: © You know my love,” 
ſaid ſhe to him; “ bear me inſtantly to the gate 
of the city in which he lives.” The lumpiſh Mar- 
kaff became an eagle, to obey the pleaſure of her 
whem he loved: She might even have made a 
butterfly of him. e 
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ce He ſet her down in the evening, in a gar- 
den, at the entrance into the ſuburbs of Damaſcus. 
Her features remained the ſame ; but ſhe diſ- 


guiſed her ſex, darkened her complexion, and, 


accoutring herſelf with a bow and arrows, pre- 
ſented herſelf at the door of a houſe as a young 
Arab from the deſert, and aſked lodging till the 


city gates ſhould be opened. She was kindly re- 


ceived, and ſhewn to a corner where ſhe might 
reſt for the night, after having been firſt enter- 
tained with ſuch refreſhments as the good peo- 
ple could afford. The only inhabitants of the 
houſe, were a man and woman, with their daugh- 


ter, who was fourteen years of age, and very 


pretty, and therefore carefully concealed from 
the fight of their gueſt. Ziziale ſlept quietly 
through the night, her anxiety having kept her 
awake on the two preceding nights. It might 
Have been late in the day before the had awaked : 
but ſhe was diſturbed by a great noiſe at the door 
of the place where ſhe ſlept; and when it was 
opened, was ſaluted with a cry of, © Here is the 
raviſher !“ uttered by a woman whoſe hair was 
diſhevelled, and who pointed at her with her 
finger. Before ſhe could get up, ſhe found her- 
ſelf in the hands of the ofhcers of juſtice. | 

« She was carried before the cadi, from whom 
ſhe heard, that the had been guilty of an unpar- 
donable crime, in attempting the honour of a 
virgin, whoſe father and mother had given her ſo 


humane a reception. The ſuppoſed criminal 


might eaſily have evinced her innocence; but 
then ſhe muſt have betrayed a ſecret which ſhe 
had reſolved to conceal; and the expected to ex- 
tricate herſelf out of her preſent difficulties, by 
means of her book, her rod, and Markaff. 
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ce At the imputation urged againſt her, ſhe 
caſt her eyes upon the ground, and remained ſi- 
lent. Her ſilence was interpreted as a tacit ac- 
knowledgment of her guilt. She was ordered to 
priſon, till her ſentence ſhould be pronounced in 
due form; and ſuffered herſelf to be conducted 
thither, without offering the leaſt reſiſtance or 
complaint. But, no ſooner had the jailor left her 


in confinement, than ſhe called on Markaff. Her 


faithful flave ſtood hafore her. Extricate me 
out of this affair,” ſaid ſne. What you re- 
quire, is no eaſy matter,” replied the genie: © In 
your preſent fituation, neither your rod, nor 
mine, can be of any ſervice.—Yet there are o- 
ther means. | : . 

I know what is laid to your charge. A ſpi- 
rit of the air has named the criminal to me. He 
entered by night into the houſe (with which he 
was better acquainted than you) with the help of 
a ladder, which aſſiſted him likewiſe in his eſcape. 
He met with reſiſtance, and had his noſe bitten 
off, and his face torn ; nor has he yet removed 
his ladder. I will go in purſuit of kim; and, if 
you are, in the mean time, led out to puniſhment, 
ſhall eaſily find means to oblige him to come and 
take your place. But, I have not a moment to 
loſe. I go, to embitter the remorſe which al- 
ready tortures his heart.“ Markaff left her. 
Ziziale made herſelf eaſy, and turned her thoughts 


4 


again upon the object of her love. Scarcely had 


her ſlave been a moment abſent, when ſhe ſaw 
him return. *© TI have met with our queen Tan- 
toura. Things are aſſuming a new aſpect. From 
her I have learned, that you are brought hither by 
Deſtiny. You muſt be led out to the foot of the 


' ſcaffold. She will follow you thither, unſeen, 
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and tell you what you ſhall do. At preſent, we 


are all three blindly impelled by an higher power; 
but you need be under no uneaſineſs.“ 

“The princeſs of Herak, having a natural 
firmneſs of mind, and being thus encouraged 


by the protection of the queen of the genies, 


ſubmitted, with calm reſignation, to what Mar- 
kaff declared to be the determination of Fate.“ 

The younger of the two blind men here ended 
his narrative. We ſhall know to-morrow, 
brother,” continued he, ſtill ſpeaking to the old 
man, how this affair is to end; and, if Markaff 
does not deceive my father, we may expect ſome- 
thing vere. extraordinary.” Thus ended the con- 
verſation between the two blind men; and they 
parted. | 


Long as their converſation had been, Giafar 


had not loſt a ſyllable of it. What did not con- 
cern himſelf, related however to his friend Che- 


bib, and that too nearly, for it to be indifferent 


to him. The ſingular ſituation of Ziziale, the 
victim of love and fate; expoſed, without any 
criminality of her own, to ſhame, and the chance 
of puntſhment, awaked in his breaſt ſentiments 
of benevolence and juſtice ; while his curioſity 
was excited, by ſo confident a promiſe of won- 
ders to happen on the next day. He reſolved, 
therefore, to repair, in as complete a diſguiſe as 


' poſſible, to the place where the maid, who was 


ſo fondly in love with his hoſt's ſon, was to be 
led out to puniſhment. 3 : h 
He returned to Chebib's houſe, but ſaid no- 


y 


thing to him of the diſcoyeries which he had 


made in the courſe of the day. His hoſt had not 


hitherto mentioned to him any thing of his hav- 


ing a ſon of ſuch high hopes, He would not 
107 
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pry into what had been kept ſecret; but waited 
patiently, till time might induce Chebib to open 
his mind upon the ſubject of his fon. . 
The two friends ſpent this evening no leſs a- 
greeably together, than the preceding evenings. 
Giafar was the gayeſt of the two. Chebib ſeem» 
ed abſent, at times. The vizier, enamoured as 


he was, and anxious, from the very nature of 


his paſſion for the fair floriſt, was ſtruck with a 


ſudden fear, that ſome obſtacle might have ariſen 


in the way of his love; and mentioned his a 
prehenſions to his friend; who told him, that, 


on that head, he might make himſelf perfectly 


caſy. "He 1 
« No,” ſaid Chebib, „my dear friend, no 


obſtacle can ariſe to retard your happineſs: That 


which gives me ſome uneaſineſs at preſent, is a 
concern entirely peculiar to myſelf. Fate, you 
ſee from your own caſe, ſpares no one. When 
Giafar becomes its ſport, Chebib may well be 
alarmed. I have met with one inftance of its 
power in my own family, and that not a little 
extraordinary. I need not mention it more par- 
ticularly to you now; as every thing may be 
gone before to-morrow. Let us make ourſelves 


_ eaſy, my friend: we are only ſo many cheſs-men, 


moved by a ſuperior hand. Let us wait with pa- 
tience, and, in the mean time, do what good is 
in our power, till another move be made by him 


who directs the game.” After ſpeaking thus, 


Chebib recovered his former tranquillity z and the 
two friends retired to reſt. | | 
Day no ſooner appeared, than Giafar prepared 
to ſet out in ſearch of the adventure which the 
two blind men had made him ſo curious to know 
farther. He diſguiſed himſelf ſo effectually, that 
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even his moſt intimate acquaintance could not 


have diſcovered him; and went to find the place 
of the execution, to chooſe a ſituation where he 
might have the beſt opportunity of ſeeing it. 
He went into the next tavern, took ſome re- 
freſhment, and then placed himſelf upon a tree, 
which was not far diſtant from the ſtake to which 
the criminai was tied, and overlooked it. He 
was now in the moſt agreeable fituation that a 
curious perſon could chooſe ; and nothing could 
eſcape him. Three beggars ſoon came to take 
their {ſtand upon other branches of the ſame tree. 
He ſecretly rejoiced to fee himſelf accidental- 
Iy aſſociated with ſo odd a party: and, at the 
ſame time, reſlecting upon his love; © As Iam 
at preſent ſituate,” ſaid he, were Chebib and 
my pretty female gardener to ſee me, and he to 
ſay to her, © Yonder is your lover among the 
perſons on that tree,” ſhe certainly would not be 


greatly flattered with her lot. I ſcarcely think I 


was ever more happily diſguiſed before.” While 
the vizier was engaged in theſe reflections, the 
ſuppoſed criminal was brought ſlowly forward by 
the officers of juſtice, to the place of puniſhment. 
No ſooner was {he at the foot of the ſcaffold, than 


- The raiſed her. hands to heaven, and turned her 
Face towards the tree upon which the vizier 


ſtood : © O Giafar ?”? ſaid ſhe, © prince of the 
Barmecides, power above all powers on earth ex- 
cept the Caliph! I know that you are here, 
and that you ſee me. Since it has. been made 
known to you that I am innocent, preſerve me 
from a premature death, and a diſgraceful pu- 
niſhment. It is vain for you to conceal yourſelf 
in Damaſcus : within a ſhort time you mult be 
publicly known. Seize the opportunity: wick 

this 
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this moment offers, of declaring yourſelf, by an 
act of beneficence worthy of your character!“ 

All eyes were immediately turned towards the: 
tree. But as the three beggars, feated beſide 
Giafar, were well known, he was ſuppoſed to 
be only a companion of theirs. However, the 
addreſs to his name at that particular time, af 
forded the judge a pretence for putting off the 
execution. It was known that Abdelmelec-Ben- 
Merouan, king of Damaſcus, was then in anxiety: 
about the grand vizier's arrival in. his dominions, 
and the obſtinacy with which he perſiſted in con- 
cealing himſelf; and had accordingly directed a 
ſearch to be every where made for him. It was 
ſuppoſed that the young criminal might give his 
Majeſty ſome information concerning the vizier; 
and Ziziale was therefore immediately conduct- 
ed into-the royal prefence. | 
„Who told you, that prince Giafar was in 
Damaſcus ??——< I ſaw him, Sire, faid ſhe, 
& and ſpoke to him. He was upon a tree that 
ſtood oppoſite to me, in company with three beg= 
gars. I know him very well; and if your Ma- 
jeſty will appoint a public feſtival, to begin three 
days hence, I will point him out to your Ma- 
jeſty, be he diſguiſed how he may.” The king 
of Damaſcus ſent Ziziale back to prifon, and 

ve orders that the feſtival ſhould be announ- 
ced by the public crier. | 


[<© Sire,” ſaid Scheherazade, here for a mo- 
ment interrupting her narrative, and addrefling_ 
Schahriar; © It ſeems extraordmary, that the 
vizier ſhould not even have been ſuſpected of 
being the gueſt of Chebib, who received into his. 


houſe all ſtrangers of diſtinQtion that arrived in 


Damaſcus. But then, it is to be obſerved, that 
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all the principal perſonages in the ſtate had wit- 
neſſed the reception which Chebib had given in 
his country-houfe to a ſtranger, whom he loaded 
with all ſorts of honours; and perſons who wiſh 
to be concealed, never permit themſelves to be 
treated in that manner. The magnificent and 
generous Chebib honoured virtue, ſtill more than 
greatneſs. He was ready to offer due honours 
to a prince, but ſtill more diſpoſed to honour a 
philoſopher. He had lodged Giafar in his own 
apartment; a circumſtance which made the vi- 
zier to be taken for ſome ſkilful aſtrologer, 
with whom he ſpent his nights in ſtudying the 
conjunction of the planets.” ] 


-It is now time to return to Giafar, whom we 
left upon the tree. When he heard Ziziale ad- 
dreſs him, he was a good deal embarraſſed. But, 
although all eyes were turned to that quarter, he 
ſaw none advance towards the ſituation where he 
was placed: he obſerved only, that the execu- 
tion of the ſentence had been ſuſpended, upon 
his being named; and obferved what way the 
criminal had been led, who had called upon him 
with ſuch ſuccefs at fo critical a moment. | 

He fuppoſed that Ziziale, who had ſuch good 
information from che queen of the genies, was 
gone to aſſure the king of Damaſcus, that ſhe | 
had actually addreſſed the grand vizier, and that 
he was then upon a tree oppoſite to the ſcaffold. 
There was no time for him to heſitate about re- 
tiring from the place where he had been diſco- 
vered. He returned haſtily by back paſlages to 
Chebid's palace. 85 7 

Upon entering the houſe, he related the ad- 
venture to his hoſt, but without hinting that he 
knew any thing of the young criminal by _—_ 
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he had been brought into ſuch an embarraſſment 
and concluded with ſaying, that he ſaw, with re- 
gret, that it would be impoſhble for him to re- 
main longer unknown. TR 
« My friend,” rephed Chebib, © you may 
' > conſider it as a very extraordinary matter that 
you have remained here unknown for theſe two 
months. You cannot but be ſurpriſed, that the 
aſtoniſhment which your abſence has occaſioned 
in Bagdad, has not yet reached Damaſcus; and 
that Abdelmelec, the molt reftleis and ſuſpicious 
man upon earth, has not yet detected you by his 
ſpies; eſpecially as he has ſo many of theſe ever 
on the watch in this city; and as your conceal- 
ing yourſelf muſt unavoidably give more uneaſi- 
neſs to him than to any one elſe. We muſt a- 
gree, that it is fate that conceals you from being 
diſcovered by the king, in order to the accom- 
pliſhment of ſome purpoſes that are as yet un- 
known to both you and me. Let us wait, till 
that hand, which hath fo cloſely ſpread the veil, 
ſhall remove it. 8 
„If there be one happy man, it is he who 
ſubmits himſelf to the direction of fate, and 
waits, without diffidence, for the gradual deve- 
lopement of events. You have not yet had rea- 
ſon to repent of your curioſity; ſtill obey that 
inclination of your mind, which diſpoſes you to 
lock after, and liſten to every thing here. Vou 
may thus learn many things that may prove uſe- 
ful to yourſelf and the Caliph, which it is not in 
my power to communicate: And if the maſk 
ſhould ſuddenly drop, you can make ſuch uſe of 
it, as ſhall be infallibly ſuggeſted by the reſpect 
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c My fortune is truly extraordinary,” ſaid 
Giafar. Not more 1% anſwered Chebib, 
« than the fortune of any other man; we are 
all perſecuted by the malice of our ſtars at ſome 
one time or other, during our continuance here 
below. I muſt appear to you very happy; and 


I am ſo in reality, in the poſſeſſion of fuch a 


friend as you, —and in knowing myſelf to be the 
inſtrument choſen by heaven, to ſooth, in ſome 
degree, the bitternefs of the momentary trial to 
which you are ſubjected. But, can you ſuppoſe 
that I have not lkewiſe my own ſubjects of un- 
ealineſs ? | - 

J have an only ſon, ſixteen years of age. I 
love him as dearly as it is poſſible for a father to 
love a child: And, hitherto, I have had every rea- 
ſon to congratulate myſelf on the profpeCt of be- 
ing ſucceeded by fuch an heir. I have kept him 
in the country, at a diſtance from his mother 
and my other wives, left their fondnefs might 
ſpoil him. He is much inclined to ſtudy, and 
manly exerciſes, which he purſues under the di- 
rection of an enlightened governor. I hoped to 
have ſurpriſed you, before your departure, by 
preſenting him to vou, and begging you to car- 
ry him with you as a repreſentative of myſelf. 
But, I had firſt one ſmall precaution to take. 

“ I have an intimate friend who has a charm- 
ing daughter; and we had agreed to marry the 
young couple in preſence of the cadi, immediate- 
ly before my ſon's departure. He ſhould have 
paſſed a year or two with you; and he might 
then have returned from Bagdad, a full grown 
and accompliſhed man. I thought it neceffary . 


to give him previous notice of the nuptials, upon 


which my friend and I had agreed. But, judge, 
OE 


| 
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my dear friend, how great was my aſtoniſhment, 
when he told me, that he could not agree to my 
propoſal ; ſor that he was already married, and. 
lain with his wife, who was raviſhingly beauti- 
ful, and to whom he was determined to remain 
faithful. I have great confidence in his gover- 
nor, who is truly a ſage. I feared ſome indiſ- 
cretion on the part of his eunuchs; but I am 
now certainly aſſured, that even they have not 


| ſuffered any woman to come near my ſon. 


He ſhewed a ring which had been given him; 
it ſeemed of great value. 'They propoſed bring- 
ing it to me; but he then hid it. His mother 
has fruitleſsly attempted to draw from him an 
account of thoſe wild fancies which have filled 
his head. He is now fick, and you ſee me here 
in great pain.“ 27 | 
Giafar, who was not yet cured of his own. 


5 paſſion, readily ſympathiſed with the ſituation of 


young Hazad-Chebib, and with the anxiety of 
his father. Had it been proper, he could here 
have made a good many diſcoveries, But he had 
as yet no other knowledge of the princeſs Herak, 
except what he had learned from the blind man's 
narrative; and was therefore willing to conceal 
the ſecret, both from the father and the young 
man, till he ſhould ſce an end to the princeſs's 
adventure,—and {hould be able to aſcertain, whe- 
ther the marriage celebrated by the genies was 
to turn out an illuſion, or a decree of fate. How- 
ever, he prevailed with the father to carry him 
immediately to the ſick-bed of his dear ſon. _ 
Who can tell, my friend,” ſaid he, © whe- 
ther the cure of your fon may not be one pur- 
pole, among others, for which I have been 
blindly conducted hither by fate, to be ene 
| ene 
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ened by the blind? On this head I can ſay no 


more at preſent; but, ſome future day, when 
we ſhall have been farther inſtructed by the pro- 
greſs of events, I hope to give you palpable con- 
viction, that there are ſome choſen veſſels whom 
heaven diſtinguiſhes from the reſt of mankind, 

and watches over with peculiar care, makin 
them ſerve as points of connection to link the 
deſtinies of others: Mahomet and our Prophet 
are inſtances of this. The ſtar of your ſon calls 
him, you may be ſure, to tome great work, eſ- 
ſential to the public good; and I am perhaps 
_ hither by my ſtar, to preterve, or ſuccour 
im.” 1 | 1 
Chebib could not avoid acknowledging that 
there was great reaſon in what Giafar obſerved. 
They accordingly ſet out together next day for 
the country-houſe to which the young man had 
been ſent for the recovery of his health. They 
found him walking in the open air with his go- 
vernor ; but his appearance was languid and fick- 
ly. His father's careſſes ſeemed to revive and 
encourage him. He paid his compliments, in 
the moſt graceful and obliging manner, to his - 
father's friend, whom his mother and his governor 
had before mentioned to him. Chebib, taking 
the governor aſide, left Hazad alone with Giafar. 
The prince of the Barmecides immediately began 
to ſpeak to the young man, in a tone of tender 
affection, concerning the melancholy which ſeem- 
ed to hang about him; and begged to know from 
what ſources it had ariſen. Alas! my Lord,“ 
replied Hazad, . would that I could hide, even 
from myſelf, a paſſion which occaſions ſo much 
uneaſineſs to my father! But it leaves me not a 
moment's peace, I am married; and the love 
, which 
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which I feel for my wife, conſumes my heart.” 
« But, was it in your father's palace that you 
ſaw her?” ſaid Giafar: We are aſſured that 
you have been no where elfe: Do you know who 
ſhe is?” . „ I know not,” replied Hazad; “ but 
the faireſt flowers in my father's garden are only 

| faint emblems of her beauty. I know not where 
I was when I ſaw her; but it ſeemed to be a 
place of great magnificence. I found myſelf 
ſuddenly lying half aſleep beſide her. She then 
tenderly preſſed my hand ſeveral different times, 
which almoſt awakened me. I felt an emotion, 
which I cannot deſcribe, affecting my whole 
frame; and gently returned the preſſure of her 
hand, without knowing what I did. Some other 
perſons were in the apartment; but I ſaw only 
Ky They ſaid, that they would | marry us; at 
which I was overjoyed. They put a ring on the 
finger of each: mine I {till poſſeſs, and value it 
more than life. Hence, my Lord, ariſes my 
unhappineſs. Having been united to the molt 
charming object upon earth, although inſtantly 
parted from her, I cannot obey my father, and 
marry another. It is impoſſible. Would they 
but ceaſe to teaze me about the other woman, I 
might comfort myſelf with the hope of again 
ſeeing her whom I love: for, why may I not ſee 
her again, ſince I have ſeen heronce? She certain- 
ly ſuffers as much as I at ſeeing herſelf divided 
from me: for ſhe preſſed my hand tenderly 
and ſhe certainly loyes me with all her heart.” 
Giafar was not a little affected with this ac- 
count of the ſtate of his heart, confided to him 
by the young man. Dear youth,” ſaid he, 
e truſt me with your ring but for a moment, till 
I ſhall ſhew it to your father; and J promiſe you, 
a. upon 
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upon the word of a Muſulman, to return it in a 
few minutes. I hope to perſuade your father to 
break off the negociation for the marriage which 
he has propoſed to you: Yet, if this favour 
* thould be denied me, you muſt certainly ſhew ſo 
much regard for your father, and fo much kind- 
neſs to me, as to take ſome food. I will order 
your ſervants to. fetch ſome refreſhments; and 
you muſt eat cheerfully, that you may have 
ſtrength to take your horſe, and attend us to 
Damaſcus ; for you have no other cauſe of in- 
_ diſpoſition, except languid ſpirits, and a feeble- 
neſs of frame“ | Dn, £5 
Hazad, thus flattered with the hope of eſcap- 
ing the threatened marriage, through Giafar's in- 
terpoſition, intruſted him with his ring, and 
promiſed to do what he required. Giafar went 
to find Chebib, and ſhewed him the ring which 
had been put into his hands. It was a balaſs- 
ruby, ineſtimable for its ſize and brilliancy. The 
governor was ſent back to his pupil, with orders 
to have dinner ſerved up to him. Chebib, now 
convinced that thoſe whoſe conduct appears to 
be in a particular manner under the direction of 
fate, are not to be ſubjected to the arrangements 
concerted by men,—agreed to lay aſide his inten- 
tions concerning the marriage of his ſon, till he 
ſhould ſee the myſtery of the ring unfold itſelf, 
Young Chebib was ſtill anxious about the ſucceſs 
of his new friend's negociation. But his father 
received him in ſo open and affectionate a man- 
ner, as ſoon made him eaſy. Giafar ſoon after 
reſtored the ring to his finger; they ſat down at 
table; and the young man, now that his uneaſi- 
neſs was partly removed, appeared to have re- 
covered his appetite. The friends paſſed the jr 
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of that day, and the enſuing night, in Chebib's 
country-houſe. Next day they returned to Da- 
maſcus. Entering the city, they heard the pub- 
lic criers, in the name of Abdel-Melec-Ben- 
Merouan, invite the grandees of the ſtate, citizens, 
and ſtrangers, to a ſplendid feſtival-on the fol- 
lowing day. I ü will accompany your ſon and 
you to this entertainment,” ſaid Giafar to 
Chebib : „Strangers are invited; and it will be 
ſaid that you have brought your aſtrologer with 
you. This will appear more natural, than if you 
ſhould appear there without me. But I will af- 
ſume the Indian gown and turban, as the dreſs 
the moſt ſuitable to the character in which I am to 
act.“ This arrangement being ſettled, the two 
friends ſet about preparing for the buſineſs of the 
next day. . | . | 
We have too many things of greater import- 
ance on our hands at preſent, to deſcend here 
into a minute detail of the various preparations 
which Abdel-Melec made for the feaft, with 
which he was to entertain the public. That 
prince was naturally of an avaricious character, 
yet ſought to appear generous z and, upon occa- 
ſions of thew, rather diſtinguiſhed himſelf by an 
oſtentatious, but taſteleſs profuſion. He never 
forgot, however, to ſqueeze from his people, by 
oppreſſive extortion, enough to make up for 
what he had laviſned upon them in vain oſtenta- 
: tion. In the outer courts, the ſquares, and the 
avenues belonging to his palace, three hundred 
tables wereſetout, and beſpread with all imaginable 
delicacies. Two thouſand flaves attended to ſerve 
the gueſts; and bands of muſicians ſtood ready 
to heighten the pleaſures of the entertainment, 
with the ſounds of all the various inſtruments of 
voL. I. ä their 
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their art. Each table was ſet in a ſeparate tent : 
they ſeemed ſo many camps in the midſt of the 
city. Abdel-Melec pleaſed himſelf with the idea 
of entertaining Giafar, although in diſguiſe, and 
unknown, with ſo ſplendid a, feſtival, ſo greatly 
Tuperior to all that could be ſaid of the boaſted 
generoſity of Chebib. He was at the fame time 
anxious about the means by which the young 
ſuppoſed criminal was to point out the grand 
vizier among ſo great a crowd. 

“ Sire,” ſaid Ziziale, “ he is at the feaſt in 
one of theſe tents.” At the ſame time, ſhe ſhew-- 
ed him a white butterfly, of an uncommon ſize, 
in the air: © Follow it with your eye, Sire,” ſaid 
ſhe; © enter the tent upon which it firſt reſts; 
it will enter after you, and place itſelf on the 
grand vizier's turbart.” The king did as Ziziale 
directed, and went to ſalute Giafar, who ſat at 
one of the fir{t tables, between Chebib and his 
fon, The vizier, when he ſaw himſelf thus diſ- 
covered, threw off his diſguiſe, and received the 
compliments of the king of Damaſcus, with the 
reſpect due to the ſovereign in whoſe dominions 
he then was. Abdel-Melec prevailed with Gia- 
far and his two companions, to paſs with him 
into the royal tent. The people joyfully ſhouted, 
as they paſſed, © Long live the great prince 
Giafar, and Abdel-Melec-Ben-Merouan!” Theſe 
exclamations ſoon reſounded through all the 
camp: and the crowd ſoon thronged round the 
ſpot where they knew the Caliph's repreſentative 
to be. The king of Damaſcus affected to load 
Giafar, and even his hoſts, with every poſſible 
expreſhon of kindneſs. But the ſecret feelings 
of his heart were far from correſponding with 
His external behaviour. His government being 

that 
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that of a tyrant, he both feared and hated. Che- 
bib; and he was perſuaded, that, in conſequence 
of information ſecretly given by that nobleman, 
Giafar had come thus ſecretly, to examine into 
the truth of the complaints made againſt his go- 
vernment. It was only ſome ſuch errand as this, 
or elſe the loſs of the Caliph's favour to himſelf, 

that could have induced the ſecond perſon in 
the empire to abſent himſelf from Bagdad for ſo 
conſiderable a time, and to lead an obſcure: and 
private life in Damaſcus. In either of theſe caſes, 
Abdel-Melec intended to deſtroy Chebib: and, 
if the grand vizier was really in diſgrace with his 
maſter, he thought it would be glorious for him 
to complete his ruin. But theſe ſecret reflections. 
were concealed under an aſſumed air of aſſiduous 
attention and reſpect, and of high pleafure which 
he pretended to enjoy, in having, for ſo ſhort a 
time, fo illuſtrious a gueit as the iecond perſon- 
age in the univerſe. While the king of Damaſ- 


cus was thus divided between fecret deſigns to 
ruin his gueſt, and a pretended aſſiduity in do- 


ing him honour; Giafar opened his hand, and 
found in it a bit of paper: For Markaff, by 
Ziziale's orders, had transformed himſelf from a 
butterfly into a dillet, on which the following 


words were written : f Inter peſę now in behalf of 


the perſon who addreſſed you from the foot of the 
ſcaffold.” The billet inſtantly diſappeared ; but 
the prince remembered the contents. 

« | was very ſenſibly obliged to you,” ſaid he 
to Abdel-Melec, © by the honour which you did 
me three days ago,. by fuſpending the puniſh- 
ment of the young. criminal, upon his barely in- 
voking my name. I believe: I know who he is, 
and I ſuppoſe him innocent. You will do me a 
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pleaſure, by ordering him to be conducted hither, 
and put into my hands.” | 

Abdel-Melee prepared to refuſe. In this way 
he might hold out a ſnare to entrap Giafar, and 
would at leaſt ſee what was that miniſter's own 
opinion of his credit with his maſter. © You 
know,” replied he, “ that the crime is unpar- 
donable, of which that young man has been con- 
victed. None but the Catiph can remit his pu- 
niſhment : yet yon, as his. Highneſs's miniſter, 
may publicly reſpite the youth's ſentence, in his 
name.” Giafar felt himſelf embarraſſed by this 
reply. But ſuddenly, before he had uttered any 


thing in anſwer, the found of military inſtru- 


ments announced the arrival of new gueſts to 
Abdel-Melec. The perſon who approached, was 


no other than Almokadan-Haſſan, general of the 


Zorans, thoſe brave ſoldiers, of the Barmecide 
race, who compoſed the flower of the Caliph's ar- 
my, and held the honourable rank of his perſon- 
al guards. Haſſan was accompanied by the whole 
Zorans, ofhcers and private men; and was the 
bearer of a letter from the Caliph to prince Gia- 


far, recalling the vizier to his fovereign's preſence. 


The letter was dictated in the moſt affectionate 
language; and contained, among other things, 
the following particulars concerning Gjafar's jour- 
ney to Damaſcus. | 

«© You are, by this time,” my dear vizier, 
& in a condition to anſwer one of my queftions z 
and the progreſs of events will foon enable both 
you and me to fatisfy ourſelves reſpecting all the 
reſt. Tam to have my part in the affair, although I 
know not yet what it is to be. It was not Haroun, 
your friend, that compelled you to hurry to Da- 
maſcus upon a little mule ; but the power of _ 

whic 
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which had foreordained for you this adventure. 
The Caliph and your father were no more than 
inſtruments in the hand of fate. The ſplendow 
which ſhall accompany your return into Bagdad 
ſhall more than efface the remembrance of the 
humble guiſe in which you left it. Your modeſt 
uncomplaining obedience to my commands, muſt 
give you new claims upon my. friendſhip and e- 
ſteem; and conciliate to you, in a higher degree 
than ever, the admiration and good-will of 
the public.” While Giafar read this letter, the 
van-guard of his faithful Zorans arrived in the 
camp, and it reſounded with their martial muſic: : 
They all earneſtly expreſſed their joy at ſeeing 
their beloved prince; and, as they came up, e- 
very one kneeled before him, and kiſſed his hand. 
Giafar, retaining only Almokadan in his com- 
pany, ſent the reſt to encamp without the walls 
of Damaſcus. 

This ſcene, while it gave the higheſt joy to 
Chebib, greatly alarmed Abdel-Melec. From: 
that moment, he was no longer maſter in his. 
own palace; he feared ,that Almokadan-Hafian 
might be the bearer of other orders, beſide that 
which commanded the vizier's return: for;zwhat 
could the Caliph mean by ſending his whole: 
guard to Giafar? With this and other reflec- 
tions, did the king of Damaſcus's conſcience now * 
torment: him. The firſt thing that he could 
think of, to divert the ſtorm, was, to ſend for the 
young priſoner, and to deliver him into the hands 
of Giafar, with the papers relative to his trial. 
While the ſervants: went to execute this order, he: 
prefſed the grand vizier to come and take up his 
lodging in the royal palace. The prince of the 
Barmecides handſomely excuſed 1 NE 
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- 6 Sire,“ anſwered he, © Chebib received me 
when I was unknown, when only motives of hu- 
manity could intereſt him in my favour. - The 
honour which I could now do him, by becomin 
His gueſt in the character of the Caliph's miniſter, 
will be only a trifling compenſation for ſo great 
generoſity as he has ſhewn to me.“ So ſaying, he 
took leave of Abdel-Melec, and returned with 
Almokadan-Haſſan to Chebib's palace. Hardly 
Had they entered, when the Chief Juſtice himſelf 
came to put the young criminal, with the papers 
of his proceſs, into Giafar's hands. Hazad- 
Chebib and Ziziale had only a tranfient glimpſe- 
of each other. Ziziale felt herſelf affected, but 
reſtrlined her emotions. Hazad was ſo ſenſibly. 
touched, that he became ſuddenly indiſpoſed. 
Chebib was concerned; but Giafar encouraged 
him. It is nothing, my friend,” ſaid he,“ bat 
a ſlight ſymptom of the ſame diſeaſe with which 
Jam but too well acquainted myſelf; fince it 
ſtill continues to torture me, even amidſt tlie 

multiplicity of affairs in which I am now involy= 
ed. Make your ſon te.go inſtantly to bed; af- 
fign a fmalt chamber to this young man whom 
the king has fent to me; I have ſomething to ſay. 
to him in private, but will be here again inſtant- 
ly. Chebib retired, to fee proper care taken of 
his ſon, and to give directions for the accommo- 
dation of the general. of the Zorans, and tlie 
young prifoner who had been liberated. Giafar 


no fooner knew that the latter was alone, than 
he went into the chamber, {hut he door behind. 
him, and thus addrefied Zizialè. £ 
„ Princeſs, you ſee that we are already ac- 
quainted. Only one expedient remains to you, 
by which you may conceal. yourſelf here, and. 
proſecute: 
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proſecute-your views in a ſuitable manner. You 
mult paſs for a young eunuch, whom I am car- 
rying to the Caliph's wife Zobeide. A young 
wife accompanies me from Damaſcus, and you 
muſt attend her in diſguiſe. . In the mean time, 
I ſhall conceal you as carefully as poſſible, pro- 
vided you betray not yourſelf. Above all things, 
beware of expoſing yourſelf to Hazad's eyes: you 
may occaſion his death. Have patience, till I 
can ſo order every thing, that he may become 
your huſband, with the conſent of thoſe to whom 
you both owe dutiful obedience. Leave me to 
manage all, and have no farther recourſe to ſu- 
pernatural means. It is to prudence and diſcre- 
tion, that you muſt truſt for the ſucceſsful ac- 
compliſhment of an event, which is no doubt : 
predicted by your ſtar; but which, falle ſteps, of 8 
more ſorts than one, have almoſt iruſtrated.” 
Ziziale was confounded at theſe words from 
Giafar. She imagined him to be inſpired ; and re- 
ſolved to ſubmit to his directions, with the moſt 
implicit obedience. 
[. From the Perſian princeſs, the vizier haſtened 
a to his friend Chebib. Him he found with his 
þ ſon, whoſe ſudden ilIneſs was by this time gone 
Sf. However, reſt being what was moſt neceſ- 
fary to the young man, they both. perſuaded him, 
with the gentleſt and moſt obliging language, 
to go to bed; and immediately left his apartment. 
I cannot, comprehend,” ſaid Chebib, “ as they 
returned to their own, how ſuch a change can 
have been produced on my ſon's contiitution, 
Till within this ſhort time, it was the moſt ro- 
buſt I ever ſaw; but now, the ſligliteſt accident 
affects him.“ © The cauſe is neither more nor leſs 
than this, replied Giafar, “that your fon is in 
VVG love.“ 
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love.” © But how can he poſſibly haye fallen in 
love?“ replied Chebib ; © for, whatever plau- 
ſibility that ring may give to the ſtory which he; 
tells, I can confider it in no other light than as 
a dream of fancy.” There is more truth in it, 
than you imagine, my friend,” replied Giafar :. 
* He and I have talked of it ſince he firſt opened 
his-mind to me. He has deſcribed the apartment- 
in which he found himſelf laid by the ſide of his. 
bride. In all Arabia, I know none of the faſhion. 
which he deſcribes; and as he has never yet- 
been out of your own palace, you muſt know 
yourſelf, whether any of your wives be lodged in: 
a room, of which the roof and walls are adorned: 
with a net-work of gold, and the floor is of glaſs: 
ſtained with figures of flowers. The apartment: 
which he ſaw, muft have been nobly illumina- 
ted; for he ſays his eyes were dazzled with the 
light. Indeed I could not fully comprehend, .- 
but was rather obliged to gueſs at what he at- 
tempted to deſcribe. But, my friend, it is in 
this ſtyle of luxury that the palaces-of Perſia are 
fitted up.” 3 

C And do you think,” ſaid Chebib, © that in: 
one night he can have been carried, 40 the heart: 
of Perſia, and brought back hither 7” 

« My dear hoſt,” replied Giafar, © if it is foree- 
ordained that your ſon ſhall contract a marriage, 
through which blefängs are to be conferred upon 
a certain part of the earth, and if heaven inter- 
poſes to accompliſh that event, time and ſpace 
may be annihilated for his accommodation, 

« Omar wasdurging on the fege of Aleppo, 
while his ſpouſe Fatme kneeled to perform her: 
evening prayer at Medina. As the ended, © O 
my Cod!“ exclaimed ſhe, © that I might this 
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very hour embrace my huſband !” Scarcely had 

ſhe formed the wiſh, when ſhe, was lifted up, 
and conveyed thither by the two- angels whom, 

obſerving the uſual practice of our religion, ſhe 
had ſaluted, on the right and on the left hand, 
when ſhe kneeled down to her prayer. 
“Courage, my dear friend; “ heaven has 

wrought wonders in my behalf. You have been 
one of its principal inſtruments in its extraor- 
dinary diſpenſations towards me. Be aſſured, 
then, that if, to prove your virtue, it . 1 
fer obſtacles to ariſe in the way of your happi- 
neſs; yet ſhall your ſtar ſoon break forth, with 
or es luſtre, from amidſt the clouds that ſhade 

Every thing concurs to give me the faireſt 

5 firmeſt hopes of your fortune; but my ſoul 
is tormented by a fatal paſſion, and has loſt its 
tranquillity.” 

Chebib here interrupted his friend, and aid, 
The paſhon which you have conceived, need 
give you no uneaſineſs. The young lady whom 
you love is called Negemet. I thall convey you 
to-morrow, to the houſe of her father, Emir 
Scheffander-Haſſan. The cadi will accompany us. 
You ſhall then marry her ; and ſhe will remain 
with her father, till your departure.” | 

This promiſe made Giafar eaſy, and the two 
friends parted. Chebib went to give ſome ne- 
ceflary orders for the entertainment of his gueſts 
and Giafar called Almokadan-Haflan, to inquire 
how he had left prince Barmekir, and what the 
Zorans had thought of his own long abſence, 
ſceing that his preſence and conſtant ſervices 
were ſo neceflary to the Caliph. - 

Almokadan informed him, that prince Barme- 
kir had obviated any apprehenſions which the 

Zorans 
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Zorans might have conceiyed concerning the ſitu- 
ö ation of his ſon; and that the reſpectable old 
{8 man. had left his retirement in the country, and 
'. appeared every day at the Caliph's palace, where 
; ' he was treated by the ſovereign with every mark 
| of confidence and favour. The report at Bag- 
dad,” continued Almokadan, * is, that you came 
hither upon a very important commiſhon ; and 
your faithful Zorans have been earneſtly concern- 
ed for your ſucceſs, and honourable return.” 
In all this, Giafar ſaw plain expreſſions of the 
unabated kindneſs, and the uſual prudence of 
Haroun. _ Lou ſet out abruptly to come hi- 
ther,” ſaid he to Almokadan : “probably none 
of your officers has brought a wits with him?“ 
«© Prince,” replied Almokadan, Fetne, my 
wife, rides like an Amazon. She would ſhare 
the ſatisfaction which the Caliph's goodneſs of- 
tered me, in diſpatching me to you. She is 
lodged in the camp, in a ſeparate tent with two 
of her eunuchs.” * You ſhall add to theſe a 
third,” ſaid Giafar, “ whom 1 have procured, to be 
preſented, upon my arrival, to Zobeide. Your 
wife muſt take care of him, and treat him kindly: 
Hereafter, he may perhaps be of no ſmall ſervice - 
to us both.” 

Giafar then waited upon the princeſs of Per- 
fia, and informed her how he had ordered mat- 
ters, that ſhe might live in a manner becoming 
her ſex, till the inſtant of their departure. Zizi- 
ale was committed to Almokadan, and Giafar 
returned to his friends, being now fatigfied with 
the precautions he had taken, and having his 
mind wholly engroffed with the idea of the loye- 
ly wife to whom he was about to be contract- 
ed, and with the thoughts of his return to Bag- 
# | | | dad. 
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dad. Chebib was too attentive to every thing 
that might contribute to the ſatisfaction of his 
gueſt, not to remind him, at an early hour next 
day, of the ſteps which they were to take with 
reſpeCt to the new ties in which the vizier was 
to engage himſelf. He ſent for the cadi, explain- 
ed the nature of the contract, to be made out, and 
ſent him to the houſe of Scheffander-Haſſan. 
The fair Negemet had been legally divorced, and 
had returned to her father, enriched with her 
whole dowry, and with all the preſents which 
ſhe had received : ſhe ſubmitted to her fate with 
a painful reſignation. 

Scheffander regarded this event with ſentiments 
of a different ſort. The greateſt prince upon 
earth, next after the Caliph, was about to be- 
come his fon-in-law. He received the cadi with 
marks of the higheſt ſatis faction. The neceſſary 
witneſſes were called in. Chebib immediately 
appeared, introducing the bridegroom, the con- 
tract was made out; and the ceremonies of the 
marriage performed. Negemet lifted her veil ; 
tears ſeemed ready to flow from her fair eyes; 
yet the radiance which they thed, re-animated 
the flame which glowed in the vizier's heart. So 
breaks the ſun with warmth and luſtre through 
thoſe watery clouds that overcaſt the ſky. 

Negemet at laſt received the ring, and became 
the wile of Giafar. But the multiplicity of bu- 
ſineſs in which the Barmecide prince was engag- 

4 <d till the very moment of his departure, and 
1 the want of a lodging in which he might give his 
wife a proper reception, occaſioned the conſum- 

mation of the marriage to be neceſſarily deferred. 
Negemet remained with her mother, till all ſhould 

be ready for her departure with the grand vizier. 


But 


— 3 Wu pwr erage ns ul ET”, 3 
3 | 
+ ES 


S 


as 
Se ag 
4 1 


bath ets oe 


* 8 


— 184 * ON "a Fr 8 8 — 
e W 
n 


ESE HOW hee Te 


& 
ET 
Y 
1 
on 
$1 
1 
1 
7 
61. 
18 
18 
F 
* 


0 " 

; 

12 
3 
1 

75 
1 
1 
1 
- 4 
+3 

7 

» | * 4 
e 
46 
s 
1 os 
7 
#4 
e 
2 * 
oh 
* * 
i». 
x 7 
£28 
4 F 
if £34 
UE 
"24 
4 
1 
at 
. E 
13 
1 
17 
9 
48 % * 
1 . 
1 
1 
1 
_— . 
: 
- $& 
; 1 
1 
1 
. 
6 
_ Bi 
$3 
423 
: * 3 
. = 
$8 

_ y 

F 

Ws i; 
= PF 1 

; 

i x 

2 
2 
L 

* 

1 
= 
"i 

* 
3 

” 
"oi 
88 
* 7 
„ 
14 
1 
1 
3M 

Se 

+ 

Sy 

be. 

: . 

1 

bs + 

7383 
Wit 
* 
. 
0 
ay 
-#-, 
$2 
£9 

i 

. 

4 
TA 
I'M 
} 

» 
1 
© 

* 

7 
* 

*Y 
28g 
3 
"4 
f- 

. 
15 
* 

4 * 

"i 

| 

3. 


n 


2 
- — 4 r 


7344 ARABIAN TALES. 


But orders were in the mean time given, to make 
ready an elegant and convenient tarterowan for 
her accommodation in the courſe of her journey. 
In the mean time, all Damaſcus was in motion, 
previous to the departure of the grand vizier. 
He himſelf was buſied in a variety of concerns, 
which had given him no trouble while he remain- 
ed the unknown gueſt of Chebib. All eagerly 
gathered about him, to ſhew their reſpect, to 
pay their homage, to make their court. Giafar, 
weary of theſe attentions, was retiring to paſs 
fome ſhort time with his newly acquired father- 
in-law Scheffander ; when the king of Damaf- 
cus invited him preſſingly to an entertainment in 
the rayal palace; and the Caliph's miniſter was 
withheld from the indulgence of his love. 5 
On the other hand, he would not depart with- 
out teſtifying his gratitude to the different citi- 
zens of Damaſcus, whoſe kindneſs he had expe- 
rienced. He ſent for the tavern-keeper, who 
bad treated him with ſo much attention, and 
preſented him with two purſes of gold. He gave 
the confectioner a noble reward for his hofſ- 
pitality, admitted his three children into the 
Caliph's guard, and cauſed them to be handſome- 
ity equipped and mounted. He could not diſco- 
ver the fiſherman, even by the moſt affiduous 
ſearch that could be made; and was therefore 
obliged to content himſelf with recommending 
him to God, and the great Prophet. "The king 
of Damaſcus had orders to pay each of the two 
blind men, an yearly penſion of five hundred 
pieces of gold. The derviſes had diſappeared, 
perhaps of purpoſe to avoid the vizier's generoſity. 
At lait, all was ready for his departure. 'The 
Zorans were encamped upon the ſide of Coubit- 
Naſs- 
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Naſs- il Saphir, and only waited till he ſhould ap- 


pear among them, and give orders for their 


march. N 

Giafar, therefore, ſet out from Damaſcus to 
the camp. His young wife, the fair Negemet, 
had already arrived there in her carriage. She 
occupied a ſeparate tent; and was ſerved by her 
eunuchs, and protected by a guard of Zorans. 
Abdelmelec, with all his court, and all the no- 


bles of the kingdom of Damaſcus, accompanied 


the vizier on his way; and. were received at Cou- 


bet-Naſs-il-Saphir in three pavilions, each f 


which was three hundred feet long: golden 
globes glittered on their taps, and ſtreamers of 
party- coloured ſilk waved from them through the 


Fd 


air. 1 ts 3 | 
A ſumptuous feaſt had been prepared for this 
numerous company. Giafar- ſat down at the 


firſt table, between Abdelmelec and Chebib. He 


had previouſly recommended young Hazad to the 
fidelity of Almokadan, 'and had charged that ge- 
neral to keep the youth conſtantly about him, 
and to take all-imaginable care of him. LIK 
Martial muſic played, while the company at 
table indulged in feſtivity : A detachment of 
Zorans, commanded by one of their captains, went 
to Coubet-il-Naſſer, to add one to the lamps al- 
ready ſparkling upon that hill, - more beautiful 
and bright than any of thoſe by which it had 
been gratefully illuminated by. the former illuſ- 


trious gueſts of Chebib,—except only the lamp 


ſet up in the name of the Caliph Haroun Al- 
raſchid. 55 


W hat vas paſſing upon Coubet-il-Naſſer, wag 
obſerved from the camp on the ſide of Coubet- 
Naſs-il-Saphir. The ſoldiers of the king of Da- 
vok. I. = On maſcus's 
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maſcus's guard, were informed by the Zorans 
what it meant. This — reported to Abdelme- 


lec. His jealouſy and hatred againſt Chebib, 


Were greatly exaſperated. In thefe horrible diſ- 


poſitions he left Giafar; and returned to the city, 

accompanied by all his court. He immediately 
diſmifled his courtiers, and went to meditate by 
himſelf, in the retirement of the palace, upon 


means for the ruin of a man who had attained 


a height of reputation, from which he derived 
greater conſequence, than the ſplendour and 
power of the throne could confer. 

In the camp of Coubit-Naſs-il-Saphir, almoſt 
the whole night was ſpent in preparations for the 
journey of next day. The fair Negemet, as her 


tent was to be taken up very early in the morn- 
ing, paſſed the night in her carriage, guarded 


by her eunuchs. . Among thefe, Almokadan had 
placed Ziziale, who was known to him only in 
the character of a eunuch to be preſented to Zo- 
beide. Young Hazad was diſpoſed in a place 
where he might enjoy reſt. But his father Che- 
bib had remained with Giafar, to aſſiſt him in 
preparing for his departure. | 

The ſun at laſt entered the gates of the eaſt. 


The two friends parted, with every tender expreſ- 


Hon of affection and regret. Chebib returned to 
Damaſcus; and Giafar proceeded towards Bagdad, 
The grand vizier urged on his company with 
all the ſpeed that his deſire to obey the orders, 
and gratify the impatience of the Caliph, could 
inſpire ; no leſs than with an eagerneſs to meet 
the careſſes of his own family, and to reſume his 
poſt in the empire. He halted once, to give the 


men and the beaſts of burden time for refreſh- 


ment; 
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ment ; but they continued their march. all that 
day, and the next night. N | 
At ſunſet, on the ſecond day, it became ne- 

ceſſary for this ſmall army to reſt, that they 
might be the better able to ſupport the fatigue of 
the remaining journey. He ordered them to 
ſtop, and ſet up their tents in the middle of an 
agreeable plain, at the confluence of two rivulets, 
the banks of which were clad with trees, and af - 
forded excellent paſture. He choſe out the moſt 
delightful ſpot for the tent of his young wife Ne- 
gemet. He had given her, as a companion in 
the litter, the young ſuppoſed eunuch, who was 
to be preſented to the Caliph's lady. Around 
Negemet's tent, ſtood the tents of the eunuchs 
appointed to ſerve her. Theſe were at a ſmall 
diitance from the camp, and were protected by 

a a particular guard. _ | 
When Giafar had viewed his camp, and found 
that none had remained behind, —and had alſo, 
taken the proper precautions to make abundance, . 
under wile cxconomy, reign through every tent 3 
he ſent for Kalil, the fair Negemet's firſt eunuch, 
and directed him to tell his. miſtreſs, that, with 
her leave, he intended to dine with her. The 
eunuch was, at the ſame time, the bearer of a 
very beautiful ring, to be preſented to his miſ- 
treſs. Kalil carried the meſſage, and returned 
with an obliging anſwer from Negemet, who had 
reſpectfully received the ring. Giafar then gave 
Kalil orders to remove the young eunuch, and 
to carry him to reſt in a tent beſide that of Nege- 
met. He then ſent him to pay his compliments 
again to the lady, and to inform her that he 
would immediately wait upon her. The grand 
vizier next inquired of Almokadan, how young 
Wy Hazad 
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Hazad had borne the fatigue. Receiving a fatis- 
factory anſwer, he flew, on the wings of love, 
to enjoy the firſt private interview with the idol 
of his { ul. 

Negemet was ſeated upon a carpet. She roſe 
before the vizier, and bowed to ſalute him; but 
ſhe ſtill wore her veil, as if he had been a ſtran- 
ger. © Dear Negemet,” ſaid he, accoſting her 
with a degree of ſurpriſe, * I have already had 
the happineſs of ſeeing your face; and, with 
your huſband, you cannot but know, that you 

are diſpenſed from the obſervation of the law, 
which commands women to conceal their faces 
from all other men but their huſbands.” | 

Prince, replied Negemet, in a gentle tone 
of voice, yet with greater firmneſs than was to 

have been expected from her youth and inexpe- 
rience, you are indeed my huſband by law: 
but, when I ſhall have told you my reaſons for 
wearing my 'veil in your preſence; the dignity, 

the generoſity, the delicacy of your ſentiments, 
cannot but induce you to approve of my referve.?? 
Giafar, more and more ſurpriſed, deſired to know 
thoſe reaſons ; and the fair Negemet proceeded. 

© Great prince, judge of Chebib's friendſhip, 
by the ſacrifice. which he has made. He ſaw 
you paſſionately in love with a young woman, 
whom you had feen watering flowers near a win- 
dow in our palace, oppoſite to which you then 
fat. He was alarmed for your health; and that 
anxiety ſacrificed a union, which, but three 
months before, had been formed under the hap- 
pieſt auſpices. To preſerve your life, and to 
promote your happineſs, he yielded up what was 
dear to himſelf: For I was his favourite wife; 
and you may recollect me to be the young wo- 
| | — ; man 
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man whom you ſaw watering the flowers.” Gia- 
far continued for ſome time filent. Love, at 
firſt, ſtruggled in his breaſt, againſt the ſenti- 
- ments of friendſhip, gratitude, honour. But - 
the conteſt, although violent, was ſoon over. 
| Habituated to virtue, he triumphed over the ef- 
fects of paſſion. The Barmecide prince then 
fpoke thus: O] Wonder of friendſhip and ge- 
neroſity ]!“ cried he, “ exceeding whatever my fa- 
ther could conceive, when he foretold that I was 
to meet with wonders | The noble, generous 
Chebib, to ſave me from the fatal effects of my 
paſſion, yielded up, in my fayour, an ineſtima- 
ble: treaſure, with the value of which. he was 
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fully acquainted. Can I be capable of abuſing 

his friendly magnanimity ? No, madam: you: 

are no longer my wife, but the wife of my be- 

loved Chebib; and, if you pleaſe, you ſhall be 

my dear and reſpectable ſiſter.” “ | | | { 
| Negemet, pleaſed with this. proteſtation from 9 
the vizier, lifted up her veil. “ Prince,” ſaid i 
| ſhe, “ I will no longer hide the poor charms of 1 


this face, from the eye of him who has ſhown 
me all the beauty of his foul: and I hope your . 
will not impute it to pride, when I preſume g 2” 
ſay, as the wife of Chebib, That you are trufſß | 
worthy of the friend{hip of that virtuous man.” 
« Ah! Madam,” ſaid Giafar, © may Fever me- 
rit the fame praiſe ! But, ſince you are now my 
ſiſter, let us conſult how we may beſt diſappoint. 
ſlander and envy. By returning immediately to 
Damaſcus, you might give occaſion to ſome dig, 
agreeable reports. In Bagdad, you ſhall occupy 
any apartment in my palace that you” chooſe z. 
and, if you would do us the greateſt henour and 
pleaſure, you mall remain with my wife Fatme;. 
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on the ſame footing on which I was with Che- 
bib. You ſhall ſee the Caliph's court, and ſhall 
enjoy in it every diſtinction, ſuch as may ſilence 
envy, and may contribute to the glory of your 
huſband, for whoſe honour I am no leſs paſſion- 
- ately intereſted than for my own.” | 
Prince, replied Negemet, „my honour, 
and the honour of m Lulband, are in your 
hands. I am ready to fubmit implicitly to your 
direction.” Giafar then ordered Kalil, the eu- 
nuch, to bring the young traveller from Almo- 

kadan's tent. 5 ä 
“Who is that young man?“ aſked Negemet.. 
“ Your huſband's ſon,” replied the vizier.— 
« What !” cried ſhe, overjoyed, © Is our dear 
Hazad here! And ſhall I have the pleaſure of 
ſeeing him!“ —““ He will be here immediately, 
Madam,” replied Giafar; “ I am happy to un- 
derſtand that his preſence will be agreeable to 
you ;—it is what you may frequently enjoy. I 
thall order his tent to be brought beſide yours. 
Almokadan ſhalt know that you are wife to my 
friend Chebib, and are deſirous of undertaking. 
the care of his ſon. Speak to the eunuch Kalil, 
in my preſence; recommend the young man to 
him; and aſſume, in all dats, and before 
every one, the character of my friend's. wife, 
that this news may, as ſoon as poſſible, circulate 

through the camp.“ | ; 
 Hazad entered; and Negemet embraced him 
with a tenderneſs, the emotions of which were 
fo ſtrong, that ſhe almoſt fainted. Giafar wit- 
neſſed, with pleaſure and admiration, this. effe&t 
of his friend's. virtues. Theſe had operated 
even ſo, as to- change the ordinary manners of 
the Haram; in which, it rarely happens that wo 
N | 11 
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wife can-endure to ſee the child of another. 
The tenderneſs which Chebib inſpired, was of a 


nature to expreſs itſelf towards all who were re- 
lated to him. | 


Dinner was now brought in; and Giafar, re- 


covering from his paſſion, as if he had awaked 
from a deep and dangerous fleep, beheld, with 
affectionate regard, a wife and her ſtep-ſon, be- 


tween whom a mutual attachment, equally warm 


and innocent, ſeemed to ſubſiſt. He ſoon after 
retired, leaving them together, and bidding Ka- 
lil, the eunuch, wait at the tent door. He went 


now to viſit Ziziale, and was not a little con- 
cerned to think how he might keep her from the 


fight of young Hazad. When the princeſs of 

Perſia ſaw the vizier enter, ſhe advanced haſtily 
to meet him, and begged him to grant her a fa- 
vour. 1 

„ Prince, ſaid ſhe, “ the heat of the wea⸗ 
ther, and the fatigue of the journey, have made 
a conſiderable impreſſion on Hazad's counte- 
nance; and the more ſo, as he is newly riſen 
out of his illneſs. I have obſerved him through 
the windows of the litter. I can ufe means to 


preſerve myſelf from the heat of the ſun, which 
e has not in his power. Allow me to attend 


Almokadan's Amazon wife; I ſhall like that bet= 
ter, than to-be confined in a carriage, eyen ak 
though it be beſide the lovelieſt woman in the 


world, and one who is at the ſame time your 
wife.” 


She is not my wife, princeſs,” replied Gia. 


far; © but the wife of my friend Chebib. She 

comes to Bagdad to ſtay with my wife Fatme, 

till Chebib ſhall come to ſhare the ſame hoſpita- 

ity with me, which I have ſo happily gy 
| ce 
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ced from lin Since it is your defire, Hazad 
ſhall occupy your place in his -mother-in-law's 


ktter. I am happy to agree to an arrangement 


which ſeems to _ you pleaſure.” I 
Giafar gave the proper orders, and then re- 


tired to reſt for a ſhort time. His heart had felt 


a violent ſtruggle between contending paſſions; 


but he had gained new ſtrength of mind, from 


the very effort that he had made to obtain the 


maſtery over himſelf. Although he might ad- 
mire the amazing generofity of his friend, yet 


had he no reaſon to bluſh for himſelf. He had 


gained the aſcendent over one of the moſt vio- 
lent paſſions he had ever felt. 1 | 
When night came, this numerous and brilliant 


train again proceeded on their way to Bagdad. 
Ziziale rode, without inconvenience, by the fide 


of Almokadan's wife. The obliging Marka#f, 
transforming himſelf into.a cloud, interpoſed by 


day between her and the torrid rays of the ſun, 


and thus ſailed along through the air over her 
head. Hazad, in the mean time, ſat in Nege- 
met's carriage, and related to her the ſurpriſing 
ſtory of his paſſion, without imagining that the 
dear object was ſo near him. As to Giafar, the 
nearer he approached to the end of his journey, 


fo much the more was his mind filled with plea- 


ſure, at the idea of his being ſtill in favour with 
the Caliph. Had the vizier, at his arrival from 
Damaſcus, been the huſband of Negemet, the 
affectionate Fatme might have been mortified 3 


and perhaps, Barmekir, too, might have ſhown 


ſome diſſatis faction. It is highly agreeable, when 
we can flatter ourſelves with the hope of mak- 
ing all about us happy in our preſence. Such 
was the ſtate of mind among our travellers, when 


they 
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they beheld from an eminence the ſteeples of 
Bagdad, and, at the ſame time, obſerved ſeveral 
companies of men on horſeback, coming out 
from the city to meet the grand vizier. Some 
of the Zorans had ridden forward, and given no- 
tice of his approach. The Caliph had ſo prediſ- 
poſed matters, as to give an air of triumph to 
the grand vizier's return into the city. By this 
means he re-eſtabliſhed the credit of his favour- 
ite, whom he meant now to inveſt with {till 
higher authority, than that which he had before 


enjoyed. Giafar did not alight at his own pa- 


lace ; Almokadan conducted Negemet and Ha- 
zad thither: But the vizier went ſtraightway to 
pay his homage to Haroun, carrying with him 
the young Perſian princeſs, who was ſtill diſguiſ- 
ed as an eunuch. The Caliph, ſeeing Giafar 
approach, prevented the reſpectful homage which 
that miniſter haſtened to pay him, by public ex- 
preſſions of his ſincere friendſhip ; and the So- 
vereign and his vizier retired together, to com- 
* plete their common ſatie faction, by a mutual ex- 
planation. 2 4 

The Caliph required from Giafar an account 
of his whole adventures fince his departure from 
Bagdad, without the omiſſion of the lighteſt 
circumſtance; and the vizier ingenuouſſy related 
every incident that had befallen him. At the 


ſtory of his ran for Negemet, the Caliph 


could not forbear burſting out into laughter. 
„Proceed, my friend, proceed,” faid he; * you 
ſhall know immediately why the particulars of 


this adventure have ſo merry an effect upon me.” 


The vizier continuing, proceeded next to re- 
count what reſpected Ziziale. Where is ſhe?” 
inquired Haroun,—* As IJ entered the city,” 
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replied Giafar, I recommended her to an eu- 
nuch belonging to the princeſs Zobeide. —— 
4 And the little lover, where is he?“ « In 
my palace,” replied Giafar; and proceeded, with- 
out farther interruption, to recite the reſt of his 
adventures, till his arrival in Bagdad. The vi- 
zier perceived, that Haroun heard, with great 
ſatis faction, the various particulars which he re- 
lated concerning the generoſity of that Chebib 
whom he himſelf ſo highly eſteemed; and could 
read, in the eyes of him, who was both his maſ- 
ter and his friend, the fulleſt approbation of his 
magnanimity in repreſhng his paſſion. .. 

At length the prince of the Barmecides had 
finiſhed his relation; and it became the Caliph's 
turn to ſpeak. 15 „„ 

e My dear vizier,” ſaid he, © if the Giaffer 
were to give us as much trouble every year as it 
has in the preſent, it would be for our advan- 
tage never to open it. You have been put to 

reat trouble; yet all is not over. The reſt, 

owever, refoecte you much leſs than me, I 
am to ſet out to Damaſcus, at the very firſt ſig. 
nal that I ſhall receive. Happily, that ſignal is 
not to be ambiguous. But before I explain my- 
ſelf on this ſubject, I muſt require you to tell 
me, why I laughed at firſt, upon that occaſion of 
reading in the Giaffer.“ > : 

c You have had the goodneſs to put me on 
the way,” replied the vizier. © The book in- 

formed you that I ſhould fall fooliſhly in love.” 

c I] next appeared ſomewhat ſad,” faid Ha- 
roun; © you mult likewiſe explain the cauſe of 
my ſadneſs. —* You ſaw my friend,” anſwered 
the vizier, © ſacrificing his own happineſs to 
mine,”—< And do you know why I wept?” 
| 4 replied 
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replied the Caliph.—“ No,” ſaid the vizier.— 
1 This, replied Haroun, © I muſt explain to 
ou.“ 

© You have expoſed the moſt virtuous man on 
earth to the blackeſt calumny, and to the great- 
eſt indignities. Yet, be not too much alarmed 
for him; heaven inceflantly watches over his 
ſafety : but as ſoon as the ſun's diſk ſhall appear 
ruddy, I muſt ſet out for Damaſcus. Let the 
ſwifteſt camels in my ſtables, and in your own, 
be in readineſs, without ſuggeſting any ſuſpicion 
that they are for my uſe. Let Almokadan like- 


wiſe have the Zorans ready, as if he were going 


upon ſome expedition in the neighbourhood, of 
but little conſequence. While I pay my tribute 
to Deſtiny, you ſhall do as I have done in your ab- 
ſence; govern alorfe. You will eaſily forgive 
me for having left you to ſet out in the habit of 
2 derviſe, when you conſider that you could 


have learned or done nothing, had you not been 


quite alone, unknown, and perfectly ignorant of 
what you were going about.” 

It was day-break before this long converſation 
ended. Giafar went to' reſt in his own palace, 
where, it had happily been foreſeen, that the 
Caliph and he would not ſoon ſeparate, after 
Woo os been ſo long without ſeeing one another. 

Zobeide took the young princeſs of Perſia un- 
der her protection; and aſſigned her, female at- 
tendants, cunuchs, and a commodious apart- 
ment. 


Ziziale diſmiſſed Markaff, We” determined no 


longer to practiſe the leſfons of her nurſe. 
Negemet was treated with all poſſible atte 1- 

tion by Giafar's lady, who inſiſted upon her oc- 

cupying her own Piment ihe, at the ſame 


time, 
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time, received the moſt flattering diſtinctions at 
1 the Caliph's court. | 1 
1 Young Hazad had no meaner a governor than 
i Giafar himſelf, to acquaint him with the practice 
of affairs, and give him an infight into human cha- 
racters. All was well at Bagdad. But the ſcene 
was now changed at Damaſcus and every thing 
there was on the point of going ill. 
Abdelmelec-Ben-Merouan had returned to his 
capital, with a heart fall of rage. The tyrant 
(he was indeed fecretly ſuch, nor could be other- 
wiſe ſo, under the imperial authority of Haroun- 
Alraſchid) was conſcious of ſecret crimes. He 
had always viewed the incorruptible probity of 
Chebib with a malignant eye. He conſidered 
him as a ſpy for the Caliph; and was convinced, 
that the purpoſe of the grand vizier's coming to 
Damaſcus, had been, to learn the peoples ſenti- 
ments concerning the preſent government. Gia-. 
far had ſeemed to be ſatisfied ; but were appear- 
ances to be truſted ? | 5 
He had remarked, that Chebib had entertained 
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Fil: his illuſtrious gueſt, even with greater ſplendour 
1 and luxury than he had ever before diſplayed; 
1 and that, to conciliate the favour of the ſecond per- 
14 ſon in the empire, he had not only given him his 
114 only ſon as an hoſtage, but had even ſurrendered | 


up his own wife to him, whoſe charms were ſo 

generally celebrated. Chebib was known to love 
his ſon with tender affection, and to be paſſion- 
ately fond of beauty. It was not natural for 
uny man to make ſuch ſacrifices to a ſtranger; 
and the friendſhip, of a freth date, by which 
Giafar and Chebib were ſaid to be united, paſſed 
in the eyes of Abdelmelec tor a mere chimera. 
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The king, tormented by remorſe and jealouſy, 
began to contrive how he might beſt ruin a man 
whom he looked upon as his enemy. His pat- 
fon for fine women, feemed likely to afford the 
beſt pretext. | MT 

In Damaſcus, and in the ſame quarter of the 
city in which Chebib lived, was a joiner, whoſe 
wife was reckoned the handſomeſt woman in the 
city. But the qualities of her mind were not e- 

dual to thoſe of her perſon. Abdelmelec con- 
trived to ſpread a report, that Chebib was paſ- 
ſionately in love with her, and intended to re- 
place with this conqueſt, the daughter of Sehef- 
fander-Haſſan, whom he had given up to Giafar; 
to make the huſband ſoon after be aſſaſſinated by 

ſome of his own people; and to impute the crime 
to Chebib. But he was, firſt, cautious to prepare 

* proofs, which might ſo eſtabliſh the certainty of 

7 the crime, that the accuſed might be legally put 

to death, without appearing to be in any degree 
the victim of perfonal hatred. | | 

It was neceſſary to order matters fo, that Gia- 
far ſhould have no pretext for taking paxt with. 
Chebib ; but that the latter ſhould, even in the 
eyes of that miniſter, who was his friend, re- 
main convicted of the crime for which the judge < 

| had condemned him. | | 
| | It was neceſſary that he ſould procure ſome 
| i very ſtriking proof. The ſovereign of Damaſ- 
| | cus, in one of his fits of oſtentatious profuſion, 
had given Chebib a very handſome ring. Chebib 
being very careful to diſcharge every act of at- 
tention and reſpect that he owed to his prince, 
although he had other riags of greater value than 
that, never went to dine at the. palace, without 

> O putting 


+ 
iS 


* 
1 * * 2 2 
r g * n 2 — 2» — 1 S — 1 — 22 1 = 2 E x 8 2 
. 1 88 2 n . n — >” * — on) oY) — — 
— 2 bw. -4 a 1 HY ST i 8 2 ee P Py D 1 OS OY AY EIS _ - 

2 e ow wa 2 7 — — 2 BS. 2 1 NL > - 6 K — f - OR OS 2 . A 2 — — 4 = - yy + +. 
r re. * 8 — A _— . — — n r 5 8 5 Wan 3 2 1 
* om. & >> $a 1 ** 41 . — ; >< — mg er 8 2 0 Ma M4 * 3 * * 

err. - — GAVE: a , Jia : 37 hed 2 * 5 2 1 * 


„ — OOTY 


A 
G tbr (ED, 
— — _ 


* - 
— Gd Whey Ar ns 7 Ng 


» 
1 
77 
* 
* 
4 
4 
: 
} l 
: 
F<] ! 
1 (þ 
i 8 | 
* *$5 
= 
J 1952 5 
4; 5 
: - 
N 
* 3s 1 
4 x 
bd - 
. 7 
iy 1228 
i 4 
N * 
"Ft 
iN = 
* B+... 
go, 
[I 
? ;.3 
; *L 
75 x 
. F 
1 N 
3 
tk * 
: an 
ts 
4 9 
! 5-46 
* 1 
i 1 
1 
. + 
a 4 o 
£ 5 is 
* '% 
24 4 
d 18 
£3 7 
£ * 
1 1 
2 2 3g 
11 
1 
* 
o 
S. 
: 
* 
= 
ra 
'W-, 
4 ” 
£ . 
7 . 
N 7 
7 [4 6 
1 
X 4 
bT 
0 
1 
* 
t i 
7 << 
is N „ 
ö NB . 
i. — 
7 42 
| 14 
i . if 7 
4 1 
| f 
2 
* 
j 1 
4 l 
* 
1 b 
* - # 9 


— ⏑—¹ ˙¹¾ o Sa 
— 


2 


— — 


—— — — — 4 a 
8 * rn e 
e „ 4 


— 
S 


vue 


2 — F — — — „„ — * 228 __ 5 th”, . N 4 . . my pow F 
* 2 * * * * <4 © a 2 * e 1 » * 4A" * * 4 J » 
| i 1 
— 
4 
. SPIT . — > — 8 4 : * 1 0 4 - K » DT >. 
XD LEE —— TEC ————— —— Bn OS a lon ea r odd” ps e re at — re NT” 
o — Pan r — EY Lo * . > = 1 * > —_ - » need — — re 4 oi Ft * ts p — 1 7 
- LEED 4 e — ** a b —— —— LEGS - > ng) 5 goes 1 * * N a 
2 fp N — — * > — * pee — = 2 8 ks C 
— a = A "—_" 5 — * ay 
. * 2 re 3 _ 3 _ gt S . rd, BTID I 
a * n eee „ 7 ; „nr e — 
— * 2 OL rn — ** > 9 EONS IT Ing , b — — 2 3 * . 8 3 n 2 
— > 225 2 R mo i. r » er 
— nh r en . P N 3 
* = Y 


oo * - 

= 1 cm SIG — XC 

— + - - — 
— * — Bip IT RPG * 4 
a pie £ Den r as * * 7 oe x J OY 
As Prey . — ox" 75 hp * _— 

ade BR gr EIS an v 22 7 « SIN 4 

3 . i - — > = 1 8 oY ” 

— EB OUR ee 24 S Nee you $2 een wy * — 


ee eee ee, arg, eee r Fan 
+ 5 


158 ARABIAN TALES. 


Purting it on, in preference to all others, before 


ſat down at Abdelmelec's table. 

This ring the king wiſhed to have ſecretly ſto- 
len from Chebib. An eunuch, well known to 
be expert at ſuch tricks, undertook the taſk. He 
ſucceeded in it, one night after a ſupper, that had 
been prolonged to a late hour. Chebib, without 
Perceiving it, returned to his own palace, want= 
ing both his ring and his poniard; for the eu- 
much had even exceeded the orders of ne, 
in taking away the weapon. 

When the tyrant was in poſſeſſion of the ring 
and poniard, he puſhed on the reſt of his wicked 
intrigue. The joiner was aſſaſſinated before Che- 
bib's gate, one evening as he returned home. 
The murderers eſcaped unſeen. 

A foldier of Abdelmelec's guard, who was as 
corrupt and as completely wicked as his maſter, 
was in love with the joiner's widow, and beloy- 
ed by her. He periuaded her to accufe Chebib 
of having made her offers in her huiband's life- 
time, if the would yield to his defires, and either 
divorce her huſband, or force him to divorce 
her; and that, not long after the aſſaſſination, 
he had fent his ring to her, with aſſurance that 
he would marry her. . 

Four falſe witneſſes were provided, to depoſe, 
that they had ſeen Chebib commit the crime of 
Which he was accuſed. The widow was pro- 
miſed, that Chebib's property ſhould be conſfiſ- 
cated for her uſe; and the Ieguard-man was 
10 have his palace; of which Abdelmelec reſerv- 
ed to himſelf only the furniture. 

The king of Damaſcus had aſſembled a divan, 
an which Chebib ſat at the head of all the novies 
and great oſhcers of the fate. 


Notice 
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Notice was given to Abdelmelec, that a wo- 
man, wearing her veil, was coming in to demand 
juſtice on an atrocious crime committed by a 
man high in power. The fovereign gave orders 
that ſhe ſhould be admitted. The joiner's wi- 

dow entered, ſobbing ; and, in tears, proſtrated 
herſelf before Abdelmelec, and demanded juſtice 
upon the murderer of her huſband. It was the 
unanimous advice of the divan, that if ſhe knew 
who the guilty perſon was, and could produce 
ſatisfactory evidence, juſtice ought to be ſpeedi- 
ly done her. | | | Eg”. 

The wrdow then renewed her tale, and related 
the whole: ſtory, which had been put into her 
mouth by her lover the lifeguard-man, without. 
naming the perfon accufed. As her firſt proof, 
ſhe offered the ring which had been fent her by 
the murderer of her huſband, and begged leave 
to depoſite it; naming, at the ſame time, four 
witneſſes who had feen the commiſtion of the 
murder, and had brought away the aſſaſſin's po- 

niard. W . ; | 

Abdelmelec ordered the ſecretary to the divan 

to receive the ring, and to write down the names 
of the four witneſſes; and the widow was then 
conducted out of the divan. | 

When ſhe had retired, Abdelmelec thus ſpoke: 
«© This is a crime, of a ſhocking nature. My 
eounfellors and miniſters will inform me whasg 
puniſhment the law denounces upon ſuch guilt.” 
Sire,“ replied the Mufti, © the puniſhment 1s: 
capital; and is ordained equally in the three 
books of Moſes, of Jeſus the ſon of Mary, and of 
our Holy Prophet. A Muſulman, guilty of murder,. 
cannot be an object of pardon.” The whole af- 
ſembly, and even Chebib, who ſpoke laſt, agreed: 
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with the Mufti. Chebib however added, that if 
it were juſt that the guilty ſhould die, yet it 
would be unjuſt to puniſh any man, upon bare 
preſumptions; and that the complaint and the 
proofs offered, ought firſt to be ſeriouſly examine 
ed. 

Nothing can be more reaſonable than this, re- 
turned Abdelmelec; and fince religion is here 
mjured, by this attempt againſt the holy union 
of marriage, I here charge you, Mufti, to aſlem- 
ble the cadis, without delay, and carry the pro- 
ceſs before them, that the criminal, by our flack- 
neſs, be not ſuffered to efcape, and murder encour- 
aged; but that judgment may to-morrow be pro- 
nounced upon — here in the divan.” 

Chebib ran the greateſt riſk, without ſuſpect- 
ing in the leaſt his danger. But at the very mo- 
22ent of the joiner | Houftein's afſaſhnation, the 
phenomenon, announced by the Giaffer, had been 
ſeen at Bagdad. The fan was covered with 
blood ; and Haroun inſtantly ſet out for Damaſ- 
cus. In the mean time, all was in an uproar 
through that city. Chebib's houſe was beſet ; 
and notice was given him, that he muſt appear 
to-morrow in the divan, to anſwer for the aſſaſ- 
fination of Houſſein, and for attempting to ſe- 
duce his wife. The virtuous Chebib raifed his 
foul in prayer to God, and commended his ſafety 
to the great Prophet. After performing this 
duty, he fupped, and lay down to reſt. The 
whole city were aſtoniſhed, at ſeeing fo virtuous 


and ſo beneficent a man ſuſpected of a crime fo 
- atrocious, as that which was imputed to him. 


The poor, who had lived by his bounty, lament- 
ed to ſee him, who was their ſtaff, cut off. A 
few malicious perſons however rejoiced ; and 

Abdel-Melec's 
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Abdel-Melec's emiſſaries were every where at 
pains to inſinuate, that an exceſſive paſſion for 
women might hurry, even the very beſt men, into 
violations of their general principles of conduct. 
In the following night, the whole city was one 
ſcene of anxiety and tumult. | 

By day-break, however, the two blind men 
met at the gate of the high moſque. They came 
both to offer up their prayers for Chebibso —. 

« My wife,” ſaid the eldeſt, © has had a: 
ſtrange dream laft night.. She ſaw all the lamps 
in the dome of Coubet-il-Naſſer firſt nearly ex- 
tinguiſhed, and then ſuddenly rekindled by a: 
gentle breeze, and the light raiſed to ſuch a blaze, 
that the eye could not bear it. | 

«© My father,” replied the younger; “ has ſeen: 


Markaff; and was told by him, at parting, that” 


he was going to transform himſelf into a fiſh in 
the Abana, and there to {ſuffer himſelf to be taken: 
by ſome fiſherman's line; of purpoſe,” he ſaid, 
_ * to ſerve Chebib. What can that great man 
do with a diſh of fiſh in his preſent ſituation? 
The genie Karkaſs, my old friend, ſo oontracted 


his bulk when he laſt left me, that I perfectly 


joſt ſight of him. He told me, that he was go-- 


ing to ſteal into a certain place, where only the 


air and he could penetrate. Tantoura, their 
queen, had aſſigned them theſe parts to perform, 
for the ſafety: of Chebib. That worthy man, 
brother, has many enemies here below; but God 
permits him to have friends, of a different ſpe- 
cies, who are equally ſupernatural and powerful.“ 

«© What ſay you of Chebib ?” ſaid to the blind 
man, one of the three derviſes, who now en-- 
tered the moſque. © If you love him, of whom 
you ſpeak, receive theſe alms in the name of that 
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the third had a purſe, almoſt empty, hanging 
by his girdle, and was followed by a young 5 
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truly generous man, and join us in praying to 
God in the moſque, that he will enlighten his 


judges, and do juſtice on his falſe accuſers.“— 
„ You ſhall not offer up your prayers alone, 


ſaid three other men, who now came in from 
three different quarters: We came on the 
ſame errand.“ One of them had a parrot on his 
hand; another carried a large fiſh in a baſket; 


OY. 

Theſe new-comers addreſſed the dervifes 1 
« Since you come to pray for the generous Che- 
bib,” ſaid they, permit us to accompany you 
in your-devotions.”—*© Moſt willingly,” ſaid the 
derviſes ; “but here are a bird and a fiſh, that 
cannot enter with us.“ — “ I ſhall take care of 
them, ſaid the young man who came laſt; “ and 
all the reſt of the company went immediately in- 


to the moſque. Their prayers were offered up 


with the utmoſt ardour, and intermixed with 
fighs and groans. When theſe were ended, the 
company thus accidentally aſſembled, (they were, 
the fiſherman, the maſter of the tavern, and the 
confectioner, of whom mention has been made 
in the narrative of Giafar's adventures, with the 
three derviſes who were Chebib's gueſts), before 
leaving the moſque, began a converſation con- 
cerning the common reaſon winch had brought 
them all to prayers at ſo early an hour, and com- 
municated to one another their intentions to 
roceed to the place where the judges were met. 
The divan was to fit in the open air; and Ab- 
delmelec had ordered proclamation to be made, 

that all the people might aſſiſt at the trial. 
As Chebib's friends were leaving the moſque, 
they obſerved a crowd gathered about the young 
| Uran 
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man who had been left to keep the parrot and 
the fiſh. The bird was inceſlantly crying, Che- 
bib is innocent. | 8 8 

The bird was no other than Tantoura, the 
queen of the genies, who having transformed 
herſelf into a parrot, and taking the place of one 
that was in the houſe of the confectioner, had 


deafened the whole houſe from day-break with 


the conſtant repetition of the ſame cry. The 


confectioner, ſtruck with ſo ſingular a circum- 
ſtance, had determined to preſent the bird at the 
divan, as ſoon as he had offered up his morning 
prayer. The fiſherman had gone out, early in 
the morning, to caſt his net into the river; and, 
obſerving a large fiſh floating near the ſurface of 
the water, had caſt. a line, pronouncing, at the 
ſame time, aloud, In the name of the generous 
Chebib, auho is perſecuted by the malice of men.” 
No ſooner was the line caſt, than the fiſh ad- 
vanced its head, and greedily {ſwallowed the 
hook. | | 
The fiſherman had brought this fiſh, aſſerting, 
that, although mute, it would give evidence in 
favour of Chebib ; for it was clear, that it had 


eagerly ſuffered itſelf to be taken, at the mention 


of Chebib's name. _ 2 
The keeper of the tavern ſaid, That, two or 
three days before, four ill-looking fellows had 
come to dine in his houſe; that, in the eight of 
their feſtivity, they had quarrelled among them- 
ſelves about the diviſion of à large ſum of money 
which they had in a purſe; one of them pretend- 
ing, that he ought to have a larger ſhare, becauſe 
he had done more than the reſt. They had 
thrown the diſhes at each others heads, and had 


been at laſt parted by the people in the houſe. 
One 
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One of them complained, that he had beenrender= 
ed unable to go any where without a guide, ring 


received a blow upon the only eye of whic 


5 he had the uſe; —the other, though 1 
; Wl | ſound, being actually paralytic. I prevailed with 
7 one of his companions,” continued the maſter of 
11. the tavern, to conduct him home. "Thoſe 
1 people were in ſuch confuſion when they went 
1 out of my houſe, that they left behind them the 
11 purſe in which they had brought the gold, with 
1 . two ſequins ſtill remaining in it. 1 thought with 
8 3.34 myſelf, that the purſe might find an owner ar- 
FT * ik mong the crowd that would this day aſſemble to 
4 154 witneſs Chebib's trial, and have hung it by my. 
11 girdle.” 
1 © We, ſaid the three derviſes, © are gueſts 
# £37 and friends of Chebib's. Having offered up our 
1 prayers for him, we mean to proceed to the place 
Fi of trial, where we ſhall ſee how far the wicked- 
3 $34} neſs of men, will be ſuffered, by Divine juſtice, 
Fj N to erh erg this illuſtrious pattern of gene- 
439 roſity and virtue“ "fp 31 
$413 This little party proceeded together to the ſcene 
11 of trial. Wherever they found difficulty in 
11 making their way through the crowd, the pretty 
117 parrot upon the young man's hand, called out, 
1 in a loud and diſtinctly articulate voice, Make 
1! way! Make way! and every one obeyed, with- 
17 out refleding upon the ſingularity of the com- 
44 mand, or the character of its author. 
14 At laſt, theſe friends of Chebib advanced to 
| 


the ſpace where the criminal was- to compear, 


1 face to face, with his accuſers; and came ſo near, 
Fifi as almoſt to touch clothes with the latter, Who 
144 were already in their place. There was only a 
Fit TAa1ling between them. LEO il 
Fi | The 
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The ſeats ſet for the judges, decondiiig) to their 
different ranks, were ſoon filled. They waited 
only for Abdel-Melec. He ſoon made his ap- 


Pearance, and ordered the criminal to be brought 
forward. 


Chebib was now on was Caval ſcene. 'The widow, 
who was plaintiff againſt him, in a meurning 
dreſs, and wearing a veil ſo deep as to float en 
the ground, ſat without the railing. 

At the command of the judges, ſhe was about 
to riſe, and to renew her accuſation of him whom 
ſhe pretended to be the murderer of her huſband; 


ben the parrot ſuddenly uttered ſome mock 
ſounds of a trumpet, ſo perfectly imitated, that 


the attention of all was turned that way, and 
hindered the widow of Houſſein from opening 
her mouth. 


'The ſurpriſe . by the note of the 


parrot, had almoſt gone off, when a repetition of 


the ſame ſound was heard: "=O it was no longer a 


mock ſound ; it was accompanied with the noiſę 
of other military inſtruments, and all together 
| beſpoke the arrival of the Caliph; who had juſt 


alighted from his dromedary, and was attended 
by the principal officers of his guard. 


Abdel-Melec eagerly deſcended fromhis throne, | 
and went to meet his ſovercipn. 


“King of Damaſcus,” ſaid the Caliph, le Jet not 


my arrival here ſurpriſe you. It is my duty to 
watch over the happineſs of the Muſulmans, of 


whom, I am, under heaven, the head here below. 
I owe to all the ſame prooſs of my vigilance z and I 


come to rejoice in the proſperity which I ſup- 


poſe you make all your ſubjects enjoy. 
4 At my arrival, I was informed, that you 
were engaged in a folenm act of juſtice, which 
FO 
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you were deſirous that your people ſhould wit- 
neſs. Delicacy forbids all ſuſpicion of the mo- 
tives and views which are to determine the judges. 
I .approve your precaution, in placing guards 
round the place which you have choſen for ſuch 
a meeting, as the proper means to preferve or- 
der, and inforce the execution of the law. As 
you are employed about the moſt laborious and 
painful function of royalty, I am happy I have 
arrived in time to aſſiſt you in bearing this bur- 
den; and I readily join you in prefiding in this 
trial.” Po 

Abdel-Melec was confounded, as if he had 
been thunderſtruck, by this declaration of the Ca- 
liph. He replied, with a degree of heſitation,, 
which rendered his meaning unintelligible. The 
Caliph ſeated himſelf on the throne ; and the 
king of Damaſcus fat down, trembling, upon his 
left hand. 

The Caliph ſaw before him, the woman who- 
was the complainer ; he ſpoke to her, and, with 
a voice of mildneſs and majeſty, ordered her to 
repeat her complaint. En | 

Houffein's widow could not ſupport the over- 
awing preſence of the ſucceſſor of Mahomet.. 
Falſehood died away upon her lips, while ſhe at- 
tempted to utter it; and ſhe was ſeized with a 
tremor and faintneſs, which made her unable to- 
ſpeak. The clerk was obliged to read the com- 
plaint as it had been written down; after which, 
he ſhewed the ring, which was brought as a pre- 
tended evidence of the project of ſeduction; and. 
the poniard, which ſerved to ſhew who was the 
aſſaſſin. The ring was paſſed through the hands. 
of the judges, and half of them knew it to have 
belonged to Chebib. Abdel-Melec affirmed, _ 

| 2 


— — 2 — 
1 err 8 A = 
* „ & ie ©" * 222 — — * 
— 
— — — — 
* oy 


a ir = —— mr - * << 1 * 
A r > - 
1 > ö hom vu ws , * . 
. 1 
* WT K 


— — 2:54 4 i P 
—_— OW we” — 5 3 — tht — p 
4 AD „FFP TAE IOC Go ra — 


— 


n 
5 * - 
4 * * * we ET 
2 1 : « 4 
, — . . 43 . - & 
F JP I — * | 
. n 0 WS, 3 5 - . 
ts wen yrs top ren nets — — np a? 8 29 K r 27 pn — - 


1 — 7 7 2 
iy — + * 
1 2 
. 22 5 — 5 E 
— 
* 


* 
—— 
— — 


ä TE Soap” 
- 
— 


. 
1 -» 
n 


— . B ͤ— 
— De os 
. r 


 ARABIAN TALES. 467 


he had preſented it to him three years before. 
'The Caliph took the ring in his hand, looked 
upon it, and then ordered it to be given to Che- 
bib, and him to ſay whether he knew it for his 
own. This ring was mine,” replied Chebih; 
c J loſt it ſome time ſince; but never gave, or 
offered it, to any perſon whomſoever.” © Did 
you ever know the woman who accuſes you?“ 
replied Haroun: Did you ever fend any per- 
ſon to make offers to her in your name?“ 
« Sublime Caliph,” replied Chebib, I have 
heard her mentioned ; but I never ſaw her, and 
never employed any perſon to mention me to her, 


I have known her huſband, and he has wrought 


for me; I have done him good, but never harm.” 
„Here are four witneſſes,” continued the Ca- 
liph, * who make oath, that they ſaw you aſſaſ- 
ſinate Houſſein within a few ſteps of your own 
door; after which, you went into your houſe.” 
© Protector of the Muſulmans !” replied Che- 
bib, © it belongs to God to confound falſehood; 


not to me, againſt whom its efforts are directed. 


But I ſee here three dervifes, who are my gueſts; 
and I was engaged in company with them, in 
the very time at. which it is pretended that I 
committed the murder.” The Caliph gave or- 
ders that the four accuſers ſhould be heard. 
Their ſeveral depoſitions were found to agree 
perfectly. They had all four ſought refuge from 
a ſudden blaſt, under a portico. While thus 
concealed behind the pillars, which ſerved to 
ſhelter them, they faw Chebib come behind 
Houſſein, and aſſaſſinate him with two blows of 
his poniard, and knew it to be he, and no other. 
They had picked up the weapon which dropped 
from the aſſaſſin, and carried it next day to the- 

__ widow. 
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widow. The Caliph deſired to ſee the weapon, 
and made it to be ſhewn to Chebib. © I loſt it 
at the ſame time that I loſt my ring; for I know 
it to be mine, by the handle, and by my cypher 
engraven on the blade. I perceive that it has 
been ſet with falſe ſtones, inſtead of the diamonds 
with which it was before ornamented. It was 
ſtolen from me on the ſame day with my ring.” 
The Caliph hearing this declaration, only ſaid to 
Abdel-Melec, the poniard ſeems to me very ſuf- 
picious. The ſtones are undoubtedly falſe. They 
muſt have been ſet by ſome jeweller; and we 
ſhall find him, unleſs he be an accomplice in the 
theft : It is not natural, that Chebib, who was 
fo magnificent in every thing elſe, ſhould affect 
to wear falſe jewels.” After this ſhort - conver- 
ſation with the king of Damaſcus, Haroun aſked 
the firſt witneſs; ** Did you ſee Chebib aſſaſſinate 
Houſſein?“ « T ſwear,” replied the witneſs, 
< by our great Prophet, that I ſaw him with my 
two eyes.” —“ He hes!” inſtantly interrupted a 
firm, though ſhrill voice: “ He ſaw him not, e- 
wen with one eye.” It was the parrot perched up- 
on the young man's finger that thus gave the lie 
to the witneſs. The exclamation occaſioned 
ſome {mail diſturbance. While the author was 
ſought out, the Caliph proceeded to interrogate 
the ſecond witneſs in the fame manner as the 
firſt : „It is as ſure,” replied this man, that 
I ſaw Chebib aſſaſſinate Houflein, as it is true 
that I am a Muſulman.”—*© He lies!“ pronoun- 
ced the ſame voice which had been heard before, 
« for he is uncircumcifed.” It was now per- 
ceived to be the parrot who ſpoke. Achmet-Ba- 
lan, a lifeguard-man in the ſervice of the king of 
Pamaſcus, attempted to ſeize the bird; but it 
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pecked his hand ſo as to bring the blood, and 
with a ſtroke of its bill beat out the ſtone from 
the collet of his ring. The diamond dropping 
out, rolled to the feet of Chebib. He picked it 


up, and ſaid, “ Here is the brilliant that adorn- 


ed the pommel of my poniard: The Caliph 
will know it, for I received it from his bounty.” 
The noiſe, occaſioned by theſe ſeveral incidents, 
ſubſiding, the Caliph proceeded to interrogate 
the third witneſs. He happening to ſtand be- 
ſide the fiſherman, laid his hand upon the large 
fiſh, the jaw of which had been half torn away 
when the hook which it had ſwallowed was drawn 
out of its mouth: „I ſwear,” ſaid he, © that 
my depoſition is as true, as it is that I now la 
my hand upon a dead fiſh.” No ſooner had he 


uttered this oath, than the fiſh, ſpringing from 


the baiket, {truck the perjured witneſs fo violent- 


ly with its tail upon the face, that blood guſhed 


from his noſe; and then, leaping over the heads 
of the byſtanders, plunged into a canal formed 
by the waters of the river, and at a ſmall diſtance 
fram the ſcene of the trial. | 
The Caliph was not ſo much ſurpriſed, as 
pleaſed, by theſe wonders; and proceeded to hear 
the laſt witneſs. This man, thinking that he 
{aw by the girdle of the maſter of the tavern, a 
purſe belonging to himſelf, and which he did not 
recollect that he had left in his houſe : «I ſwear,” 
replied he, “that my-accuſation is as true, as it 
is that I now ſee my own purſe hanging by that 
man's girdle.” —* Thou ligt,“ anſwered the bird 
again; * it 7s the purſe of Achmet-Balan, the king's 
lifeguard-man ; his. mark is on the bottom.” | 
After ſo many proofs of the parrot's ſagacity, 
the Caliph turned to * « Brother,” 
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drop out, as if voluntarily. The name of Abdeþ 


mo ARABIAN TALES. 


Yaid he, “ you ſee here, proofs, of what has 
been ſo often told us, that Chebib has intereſted 
all the animals of nature in his favour. You ſee 
what efforts this bird and that fiſh have made, to 
vindicate him from the blackeſt and moſt atro- 
cious calumny that can be uttered againſt any 
man. If I have any ſkill or practice in the diſ- 
euſſion of criminal affairs, I think I already know 
part of thoſe who are concerned in this horrid 
conſpiracy againſt virtue. I know not who their 
chief may be; but I have means in my hand to 
detect even him.” „„ 
The Caliph then turning to the parrot, ſaid, 
t Pretty little friend of Chebib, tell us the name 
of the murderer of Houſſein, who is no doubt 
the ſame that has ſought the life of Chebib.”— 
« You will find it inſcribed within the ring that 
was ſtolen from Chebib,“ replied the parrot; and 


inſtantly flew away. The Caliph aſked the ring 


to be delivered to him. No jeweller was needed; 
the ſtone fell from the collet of the ring. Kar- 
kaſs, who had taken his place within it, made it 


melec was then found within it. It is impoſſible 
to deſcribe what the king of Damaſcus had ſuf- 
fered, while the Caliph was employed in the pre- 


ceding inveſtigation. But, when that prince ſaw 


a ſeries of prodigies ſtart forward to deteQ his 
guilt, he ſat fixed in jinexpreſſible aſtoniſhment 
and confuſion. . 

6 Abdel-melec,” ſaid the Caliph, with that 
awe-commanding air which he ſo well knew how 
to aſſume, © deſcend from that throne which you 
have diſgraced. Strip yourſelf of the inſignia of 
a dignity, of which I here diveſt you. Go, take 
the place of that virtuous man, whom your baſe 
machinations have been on the point of robbing 

| | a 
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at once of his honour and his life. You have af- 
ſembled the people to witneſs a memorable act of 
Juſtice ; and Heaven has ſent me hither, to turn 
the miſchief which you intended, upon your own. þ 
head, and the heads of your accomplices.” bi 
Abdel-melec remained ftill motionleſs, and ſi- 
lent. Haroun again raiſed his voice, and ſpoke 
in ſo dreadful a tone, that terror, rather than a 


. diſpoſition to obey, brought the unhappy prince: 

Z to the foot of his throne. In 22 4 
: «© Seize him,” ſaid Haroun to the officers of 3 
3 juſtice: © He ſhall live only to witneſs the puniſh» N 
5 ment of thoſe whom he has ſeduced to become 4 
I the inſtruments of his wickedneſs. You, nobles. 3 
} and citizens of Damaſcus, here preſent; and 

| you, ſtrangers, whatever have been the motives. - 


that brought you hither; if any ſort of fear have 
hitherto prevented you from bearing witneſs in 
favour of innocence, and detecting guilt ; ſpeak, 
out now, without conſtraint, and aſſiſt me ta 
diſcover all the accomplices in theſe horrid ma- 
chinations.“ e | 5 
6 Sire,” ſaid then one of the derviſes, mp 
s two brothers, who are here, and myſelf, ſaw the- 
four men who have given their depoſitions againſt 
Chebib, coming out from the houſe of Achmet- 
Balan, next day after the murder of Houſſein the: 
Joiner. They went to dine together in the houſe. 
of the tavern-keeper beſide us, and quarrelled a- 
bout the diviſion of a large ſum in gold. One of 
them, forgot his purſe, and the cypher of Ach- 
met-Balan, is inſcribed upon the bottom of it, as: 
the bird has ſignified.” | 
c Let Achmet-Balan put off the robe which he: 
| wears, and lay down the rod which he carries, 
as one of the royal lifeguard-men,” ſaid the Ca- 
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liph: “ Let him and his four accomplices be in- 
ſtantly put to death, after a confeſſiòn of their 
crime, and of the names of their aſſociates ſhall 
have been obtained from them: let the widow of 


her fate.” CET | | 
The Caliph's orders were no ſooner given, than 


Houſſein be caſt into a dungeon, there to await 


obeyed; and all the criminals were dragged to 


the place of execution. Abdel-melec had only 
the cruel diſtinction of dying laſt. 

When thoſe diſagreeable objects were: remov- 
ed, the Caliph, reſuming his ordinary ſerenity, 


thus ſpoke to Chebib. © Come, my old hoſt; 


my friend, my brother; take your ſeat here be- 
fide me. I will not inſult you, by placing on 
your. head the ſame diadem which has been diſ- 


graced by your predeceſſor; but I make you king 
of Damaſcus. 


I requeſt you to accept the government of this 
kingdom, it is in the name of God, who is all- 
powerful over you and me, and of our great Pro- 


phet; by whoſe authority, I command you to 


aſcend the royal ſeat, and all the princes and 
grandees here met, to acknowledge you their 
king.” Chebib, notwithſtanding his modeſt re- 
Pugnance, was forced to obey the Caliph's orders; 
and was encouraged to it, by a ſhout of appro- 
bation, which reſounded through all Damaſcus. 
After this ceremony, the Caliph Haroun became 
again the gueſt of Chebib. They converſed to- 
883 about the intereſts of the ſtate; and the 

aliph gave Chebib news of Giafar, of the ami- 
able Negemet, and of young Hazad. A meflen- 
ger from the grand vizier, had, before this, in- 
ormed him of 


bad 


You are diſpoſed, I ſee, to re- 
fuſe my wiſhes : Nevertheleſs, reflect, that when 


the reſolution which that miniſter. 
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had taken with reſpect to Negemet ; and the new 


king of Damaſcus was leſs pleaſed with the re- 


ſtoration of his beloved wife, than with the idea, 
that he owed her to the magnanimous ſelf-deniak 
% „ 
When the converfation on this head. was end- 
ed, Haroun next informed him of his intention 
to marry Hazad with the daughter of the Sultan 
of Herak, and related the whole ſtory of the two 
rings, which had been concealed by Giafar.. The 
Caliph, at the ſame time, engaged to aſk Ziziale: 
for Rara from the Sultan her father, when he 
fhould give him notice, that ſhe was at Bagdad 
with Zobeide. The Caliph's ambaſſadors depart-- 
ed, without delay, for the Sultan of Herak's 
court. | | 5 
HFaroun Alraſchid; after eftabliſhing Chebib» 


upon the throne, returned, without delay, to 


Bagdad. His friend the vizier ſhuddered to hear 


what dangers Chebib had been expoſed to; and 
the whole prediction of the Giaffer was explained. 
While the Caliph was on his return to Bagdad, 
Chebib, having been raifed, almoſt againſt his: 
will, to royal honours, began to make a nobler 
uſe of the knowledge which he had acquired, 
even than that to which he had originally deſign- 
ed it: for, what good was it not in his power” 
to do, now that he was king, and poſſeſſed alk 
the virtues and the knowledge that can. adorn the: 
royal ſtation? * WE | 
The firft proof of his greatneſs. of ſoul, which 
he gave in his new ſtation, was in comforting and; 
relieving the family of Abdel-melec. He reſtored. 
them all the private property of that prince, and 
acted rather as a father, than gs a king, towards; 
them. But his generoſity appeared leſs extraor- 
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dinary ſince his advancement to the throne, be- 
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cauſe it was now more widely diffuſed. He now 
viewed himſelf merely as the ſteward of the pub- 
lic treaſure, to which he had added his own; 
After the ſudden diſappearance of the princeſs 
Z:iziale, the ſultan of Herak and his wife had re- 
mained in the deepeſt diſtreſs. The envoys from 
the Caliph, and the king of Damaſcus, gave them 
the greateſt joy, by informing them thar ſhe was 
with Zobeide ; and the letters which they at the 
fame time received, ſignifying that the propoſed. 


marriage with Hazad, was an arrangement, to- 


which fate had contributed, they agreed to it fo 
much the more readily, becauſe the generoſity of 
Chebib, Hazad's father, had gained him the e- 
ſteem of all Perſia; and the luſtre of his virtues 
was now augmented in the eyes of all, by his ad- 
vancement to the throne. "The ſultan of Herak 
inſtantly ſet out for Bagdad. 5 
The intereſts of the ſtate, obliged the new 
king of Damaſcus to repair thither at the ſame 
time. The Caliph's court was therefore ſoon ad- 
orned with the preſence of thoſe two ſovereigns. 
Haroun received. the ſultan in his own palace, 
with every mark of reſpect. But the new kin 


of Damaſcus was the gueſt of his friend Giafar, 


The marriage of Hazad with the princeſs Ziziale, 
followed ſoon after thoſe perſons were met whoſe 
conſent to it was. neceſſary. The charming Ne- 
gemet reſumed her former matrimonial engage- 
ment, with new. rights upon the affections of her 

huſband. The marriages were celebrated with 
the moſt ſumptuous and feſtive entertainments. 
'The generous Chebib, thus happy in the favours. 


ef fortune, and in the delights of love and friends. 


up, ſoon after returned to his own, dominions ; 
h 5 and 
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and the ſultan of Herak carried with him his 
daughter's new-married huſband, who by the 
marriage became his heir-apparent.  _ 
The Caliph and Giafar, Zobeide and Fatme, 
could not but feel the pain of ſeparation from 
perſons who were ſo dear to them: for the prin- 


ceſſes had conceived no leſs an attachment for 
Ziziale and Negemet, than their huſbands en- 


tertained for Chebib and-his. ſon. But fate had 
ordained, that thoſe two happy and reſpectable 


pairs ſhould go to promote the happineſs of thoſe 


dominions over which they were to reign. 'The 


_ Caliph, the vizier, and their two wives, were 


obliged to conſent to this ſacrifice, in order that 


the work, of which they had been the inſtru- 


ments, might not remain imperfect.. 


Scheherazade having thus finiſhed the ſtory. of 
the adventures of Giafar and Chebib, addreſſed 


herſelf to Schahriar. Sire, your majeſty muſt 
agree, that Caliph Haroun Alraſchid diſplayed, 
in thoſe ſeveral adventures, all. the activity, pru- 
dence and. penetration, which can be expected 


from a great man. As the eminent qualities of 


that illuſtrious prince, are themes of praiſe, which 
cannot ſoon be exhauſted ; if my narratives are 
not tireſome to your majeſty, I {hail next ente 


upon the ſtory of the adventures of Halechalbe 


and the young unknown lady, in which the pene- 
tration and juſtice of the Caliph, appear in a light 
highly worthy of. his. character.“ The ſultan, 


who was never weary of hearing Scheherazade, 
| begged her to proceed with her ſtory, which tha 


did in the following words, | 
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STory of HALECHALBE and the Unknown Lapr. 


CaLITH Haroun ALRASCHID, one day called 
his grand vizier Giafar, - and Meſrour the chief 
of the eunuchs. I wiſh to go into Bagdad in 
diſguiſe,” ſaid he, © and there viſit the heſpitals, 
that I may ſee whether the adminiſtration of them 
be wiſely and attentively conducted; whether the 
fick are treated with due care and tenderneſs. I 
will diſguife myſelf as a derviſe. You muſt ac-. 
company me: do you therefore difguiſe your- 
ſelves, ſo that you may not be known.” 

The Caliph was obeyed, and proceeded imme-. 
diately with his favourite ſervants into the city.. 
He was ſoon in the middle of the hoſpitals. E-- 
very thing feemed to be in as good order as he 
could with; till at length he advanced to the 
gate of a wide court, within which he heard a 
noiſe. Then addreſſing Giafar, Whence comes: 
this noiſe ?” ſaid he. This is the mad-houſe, 
replied the vizier. © Such of thoſe unhappy. 
perſons as are harmleſs, are allowed to walk a- 
bout in the court; thoſe who are more furious, 
are confined in ſeparate cells around it.“ 

« Let us enter,” faid the Caliph; “the fcene 
mult be intereſting. Let us firſt examine, whether 
all thoſe confined here, have been deprived of. 
their liberty upon good reafons. There are 
many who go about looſe through the world,. 
who, if they were treated according to their cha- 
racter, would be confined among the mad: and 


Bere may poſſibly be ſome, who might be enlarged 
with great. ſafety and advantage both to them- 
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{elves and the public. Let each of us enter into 
converſation with one of thoſe unhappy perſons : 
let us determine by lot who ſhall. begin, and ſet 


immediately about making the experiment.” 'The 


lot fell upon Meſrour. | 

They all three went within the court; and the 
chief eunuch went ſtraight up to the firſt cell. 
Within it was a man about forty years of age, 


ſmoking a pipe with a very ſerious air, while 


his elbow reſted upon a table, on which lay ſome 
papers. He ſaluted the ſmoker, and his ſalutation 
was returned. I ſuppoſe, Sir,” ſaid Meſrour, 
te that you have the care of thoſe people who 
are making a noiſe in the court ??——*©& That 
charge,” replied the other, is a burden which 
does not ly upon my ſhoulders. I find enough 
to do in taking care of myſelf; and there is no= 
thing more required of me.“ —“ But ſurely,” 
ſaid Meſrour, you are not confined here for 
madneſs.” “ Why ſhould not I ? Do you think 
me wiſer than another ! 'They have n that 
juſtice to me, which ſhould be done for all the 
inhabitants of Bagdad, if they had their due. 
I have no reaſon to complain. The judgment 
of my friends and acquaintance has ſent me 
hither, and they come daily to fee me.“ 

© I underſtand you,” ſaid Meſrourz “ we 
have all more or leſs madneſs in our compoſition; - 
but when this does not exceed a certain pitch, it 
is quite unneceſſary to turn the key upon us; it is 


only extreme madneſs— 


« Ahl“ interrupted the ſmoker; © men for- 
Þ 


give one another any common piece of folly, 


however ridiculous. But whenever any one is 


able to exalt his ideas and his ſentiments above 
thoſe of others ; they feel the diſgrace of their 


inferiority, 
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inferiority, and ſtrive to remove him out of the 
way. This is my own caſe. I know more than 
the vulgar; and the reward of my knowledge, is. 
my confinement here.” 

* In what branch of knowledge did you ex- 
cel?“ replied Meſrour.—“ In aſtrology,” return- 
ed the other; © a ſcience, which is the key to all 
other ſciences.” —*©* Were you ſkilled in aſtrolo- 
gy ?”—*© I ſhould have been ſkilled in it; but 
my proficiency was interrupted.”—* Did you 
correſpond with the ſtars ?? I did. Whoſe 
good graces among them did you enjoy?“ 
The Moon's.” —© Are you no longer in favour 
with her ??—<© Since my confinement, ſhe has 
done with me as ſhe pleaſes. She had great ob- 
rx to me formerly; but now ſhe thinks not 
of thoſe. She had a huge wart on her noſe, and 
I removed it. She is obliged to me, therefore, 
for that, fine face which you ſometimes ſee. . Be- 
ſides, by directing her to turn a little out of the 
way, I fayed her from an eclipſe, which all he 
aſtronomers were expecting. She was at firſt 
grateful for theſe favours; but, ſince my con- 
finement, if I addreſs myſelf to her when ſhe is 
waxing, the 1s ſtill too feeble to do any thing in 
my favour ; when ſhe is full, ſhe covers herſelf 
up with clouds and miſts; but when ſhe is wan- 
ing, all her malignant influence is very much at 
my ſervice; ſhe rains defluxions, rheums, and 
catarrhs upon me in great plenty. I am ſeeking 
at preſent to deliver myſelf from this latter mark 
of her beneficence. Ah!] if ever can lay hold 
on her, ſhe ſhall learn, that ſhe has not obliged 
an ungrateful perſon.” 

« And if you had her, how would you keep 
her?“ replied Meſrour.—* Nothing eaſier,” re- 
4. \ | | plied 
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plied the gentleman who was enjoying his pipe 
if I had the aſſiſtance of ſuch a man as YOU. 


She will come this evening, about nine o'clock, 


to view herſelf, and to bathe in that well within 


the court. I will give you my table; you ſhall 
ly in ambuſh under it. She will have no fear of 


you; and while ſhe amuſes herſelf in the water, 


you muſt ſuddenly ſhut the mouth of the well 
upon her, and then we ſhall have her. This 


would be a lucky hit for us both; and we ſhould: 


then hear what the could ſay to juſlify herſelf.” - 

« Will ſhe ſpeak ?” ſaid Meſrour, © and ſhall. 
we underſtand her ?”—* I ſay not, that you will 
very diſtinctly underſtand her: But as for me, 
my ear is practiſed in liſtening to the harmony of 
the celeſtial bodies; I ſhall not loſe a fingle: 
word; we muſt know the ſtructure of your ear 
again.” | | 

So ſaying, the ſmoker laid down his pipe, and 


Tet to examine Meſrour's ear. But, ſeizing it 


abruptly, he pulled it with all his might, and 
cried, © Your ear is too ſhort !*-—Meſrour cried 


aloud for pain. The keeper ran up, and reliev- 


ed him from the aſtrologer's hands; and Meſs, 
Tour, holding his ear with both hands, thus re- 
turned to give the Caliph an account of his un- 
pleaſant adventure. ge” | 
« I have been long perſuaded,” ſaid Haroun, 
laughing, © that madmen, who have an air of 
wiſdom, are thoſe againſt whom we ſhould be 
moſt upon our guard.” Come, Giafar,” faid 
he to his grand vizier, © you are forewarned to 
take care of your ears. Go, make your trial a=, 
mong theſe people. Meſrour and I will keep' 
near the cell you enter, that we may be ready to 
come to your aſliſtance. 155 | 
\ "The 
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The grand vizier had already turned his eye 


towards the door of a cell, at which ſat a man with 
a venerable beard, and an air of reveitnce. He 
began with giving the old man alms, before he 


would ſalute him. The man ſeemed to value the 


civility more than the alms. He returned Gia- 
far's ſalutation, and made a ſignal to him to ſit 


down beſide him. ©* Young man,” ſaid he, 


«© you no doubt came hither to receive inſtruction, 
You may thank heaven for ſending you to me. 


Of what chapter, in my book, would you hear 0 


the text, or the explanation?” 

The book that this man talked of, was neither 
more nor leſs than a ſmall ſquare tablet of cedar, 
on which there was not a letter to be ſeen. 
&«& What book is that?“ inquired Giafar. 

« What! Can you not diſtinguiſh, in theſe 


characters, the finger of God, and the dictates 


of the angel Gabriel ? A Mufulman ! and yet 
not know the divine koran, nor recognize, in 
him who is before you, the inſpired of God, the 
gent prophet Mahomer ?” 

The vizier, at this exclamation, aroſe and re- 
tired. He again joined the Caliph, * Com- 
mander of the Faithful,” ſaid he, I am driven 
off the ſtage. The man to whom I addreſſed my- 
ſelf, utters the moſt horrid blaſphemy. He ſays, 
that he is our great Prophet.“ 

« You cannot be abſolutely. certain that this 
13 blaſphemy,” returned the Caliph. * Any 


man may call himſelf a prophet, who can prove 
his miſſion by miracles: Go,—alk him to ſthew - 


you a miracle.” 
Giafar obeyed; and returning to the old man, 


If you are Mahomet,” ſajd he, © who could 


put you into ſuch a place of confinement as this?“ 
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et My ungrateful people,” replied the pretend- 


ed prophet, © would not believe in me; a cir- br 
cumſtance, at which I am more diſtreſſed than "=, 
ſurpriſed : they nen believe in e . 1 
„ But,” replied Giafar, a prophet proves his 1 
miſſion by miracles; why have you performed i 
none of theſe ?” 15 | 9 
„ My people, replied the pretended Mahomet, 1 
© ſhould firſt have aſked for them; but they are I 
afraid of conviction ; they deſire not to believe.” 18 
« But could you perform miracles ?” ſaid Gia- 4 


far, —* Is it a doubt with you, whether Mahomet 
can or not? “ Perform one immediately then.“ 
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, Moſt willingly. Climb up to the top of Y 

that minaret, by the flight of ſteps upon the 1 
outſide: Throw yourſelf headlong, without 1 

fear; and, when you fall, although you ſhould. "Nt 

be daſhed into a thouſand pieces, depend upon it, 1 

I-ſhall ſet you on your feet again, ſtouter, an 9 
ſtraighter, and handſomer than you are at pre- bl 
( If 

. Ah!” ſaid Giafar, retiring, * I had rather 1 
believe you a prophet, than bring you to this 1} 

proof of your prophetic authority.” The vizier 4 
accordingly proceeded to inform the Caliph of 1 

the propoſal that had been made to him. 8 1 

 « You have learned nothing ſatis factory, ſaid Wh 
Haroun; *© for you would make no trial.“ —“ If 12% 
7 any body elſe be fond of the trial,” ſaid Giafar, 1 
g 6 the man and the minaret are there; I ſhall Fn 
7 not diſpute with him the credit of the adveature.” if 


The converſation between the prince and his 
confidents, was interrupted by ſome perſons who 
came up, and accoſted them. One was the Ca- 
liph, and propoſed to Haroun, to quit the der- 
viſe's gown, and become his vizier. He offered 
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to array him in a ſuperb pellice; but what he 


produced under this name, was an old ragged 


piece of ſtuff, dirty, and crawling with vermin. 


Another came with a baſket of nut-ſhells, offer- 


ing ſweetmeats for ſale. F | 
But theſe ſhort interviews in public, did not 


anſwer the end which Haroun had in view; nor 


did they ſerye to fulfil his part of the compact. 
It was now his turn to enter a cell, where he 
might, like his two companions, have a particu- 
lar converſation with the perſon who occupied it. 


He went up to one, which ſeemed to be larger 


and better furniſhed than the others. - A young 


man, of a ſoft and engaging aſpect, fat in it up- 


on a ſofa, and ſeemed to be buried in deep me- 
lancholy. He held the koran in his hand. 

The Caliph accoſted him; gave him the uſual 
ſalutation; and ſpoke to him in that kind, fa- 
miliar tone, which his derviſe's dreſs authoriſed 
Him to aſſume: Oh! handſome young man,” 
ſaid he, © why do I meet in this place with a 


man of ſo much good ſenſe as you ſeem to poſ- 


Teſs ?” | : 

At this queſtion, the young man cloſed his 
book, modeſtly opened his eyes, looked upon 
the derviſe, and replied: “ All the actions of 


my life have not been guided by good ſenſe: I 


Have given grounds for the unjuſt pretexts upon 


which I am here detained.” —* And, pray, may 


not I hear your hiſtory,” ſaid the derviſe, “ fince 
you appear to be in fo fit a condition to give it?“ 
„ Pious derviſe,” replied the young man, & if 
vou were the Caliph, I ſhould deſire you to fit 


down beſide me, and would open my heart to 


you. I daily aſk God to fend hither that juſt 


Prince, to hear my complaint; but it were vain 
„ for 
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for me to make any other perſon my confident. 
You ſee before you the victim of his grand vizier 
Giafar, by whoſe orders I have been brought 


| hither, upon a pretext which has the ſemblance 


of being well-founded. But I can aver, that I 
am detained here without any good reaſon ; and, 
were I not ſupported by religion, I ſhould fink 
under the diſtreſs and horror of my fituation.” 
The Caliph was in the higheſt degree aſtoniſh- 
ed to hear ſo rational and connected a train of 
diſcourſe. He called Giafar and Meſrour, and 
repeated to them what he had heard. The grand 
vizier looked attentively upon the young man; 
and aſſured the Caliph, that the priſoner and his 


ſtory were to him abſolutely unknown. 


Haroun's curioſity became more eager, and 
made him urgent. He entered the cell with the 
freedom which all derviſes naturally uſe, and ſeat- 
ed himſelf beſide the young man who aſcribed his 
ſufferings to Giatar. © Unfortunate young man,” 
ſaid he, “ you know that perſons in my condi- 
tion of life enjoy many privileges, and, among 
others, that of acceſs to the great, and of ſpeak- 
ing to them with freedom. The Commander of 
the Faithful makes himſelf acceſſible to us, above 
all others; depend upon my zeal for your inter- 
eſt; it will be in my power to ſerve you; and 


you are going to confide your forrows to a diſcreet 


ear, and a feeling heart“. 

The young mau ſighed again, maſa for a few 
moments, ſhed tome tears, and then began his 
ſtory. 

«© My name is Halechalbe. My father js pro- 
voſt of the merchants of Bagdad. He one even- 


ing invited the principal merchants in the city to 


op with him. Each was accompanied by his 
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eldeſt ſon. After the meal, which was plenteous 
and cheerful, the gueſts began to talk of their in- 
tentions with regard to their ehildren. 

% One had fent his ſon to reſide in a foreign 


factory; another had intruſted his with a ſhip 


laden with goods ; a third had been admitted to 
a ſhare of his father's trade: in a word, from all 
that J heard, it appeared that all thoſe young men 
were, one way or another, profitably engaged in 
buſineſs. After various converſation on this and 
other ſubjects, the company retired. 

4 eee took the opportunity of re- 


preſenting to my father, that I, as fon to the firſt 


merchant in the city, certainly ought not to re- 
main idle, while ſo many others of my age were 
advantageouſly employed in buſineſs. He ac- 
knowledged what I ſaid to be reaſonable; and 
propoſed, that I ſhould open a warehouſe in any 
quarter of the city I pleated. This propofal fell 
in with my turn for trade, and my deſire of in- 
dependence. I accepted it, and was, next day, 
put in poſſeſſion of a large ſtock of the fineſt ſtufls 
of Perſia and India. I had flaves, whoſe {kill in 
the buſineſs of trade, relieved me from the more 
diſagreeable parts of the proteſſion. 


“Through the day, I had all the nobility of 


Bagdad about me, and was thus led to form an 


acquaintance with them: in the evening J return- 
ed regularly to my father's houſe. I found this 
life of buſineſs active, and varied, and, in 2 
word, ſuited to my taſte. My father would often 
viſit me in my warehouſe, and was pleaſed to 
ſee it ſo much reſorted to by ſuch crowds of the 
richeſt and moſt faſhionable cuſtomers of both 
ſexes. He took a pleaſure in ſending me every 
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from abroad; the ſervants who conducted his 
trade, had orders to do ſo. . 

« I was one day in my counting- room, with 
a number of people about me, when two ladies 


of a very engaging appearance came in. The 


perſons who were about me, having gone away, 
out of reſpect to them, one of thoſe ladies con- 
trived to diſorder her veil, ſo as to reveal to my 
eyes, a perfection of beauty that dazzled them. 
« My fair viſitants ſat down on a ſofa, aſked 
for my richeſt ſtuffs, and bought to the amount 
of three thouſand crowns. By this bargain my 
profits were five hundred crowns. 'Fhe goods 
were wrapped up, and carried away by ſlaves, by 


the order of that one of the two ladies who ſeem- 


ed to be the miſtreſs. I was. going to hold out 
my hand for my money, when the young lady 
ſpoke thus: © Halechalbe, I have brought no 
money with me; but you need not be uneaſy a- 
bout what I owe you; I ſhall return in a few 
days to pay you, and may then probably make 
more conſiderable purchaſes.” _ ” 

«© The other lady now ſpoke. © Ah, Ma- 
dam!“ faid ſhe, “do you talk to the ſon of the 
provoſt of the merchants, a man of known opus» 
lence, and with whoſe merit the Caliph himſelf 


is not unacquainted, as if you could doubt that 


he would heſitate to do himſelf the honour of 
fayouring ſuch a lady as you with ſo paltry a 

credit?“ | | e 
« This difcourſe from the companion, the im- 
preſſion which the fair eyes of the miſtreſs nad 
made upon me, with a little natural timidity, 
occaſioned me not only to make no words about 
the payment, but even to neglect aſking the 
name of the lady to whom I gave credit. She 
Q.3 | took 
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took her leave very courteouſly, and went her 
way; while I remained fixed like a poſt at my 
door, and did not even take the precaution to 
make a ſlave follow her. a 

When J was alone, my imprudence fully 
appeared to my mind. To whom had I given 
my goods? Had I forgotten, notwithſtanding ſo 
many leſſons on that head from my father, that 
Bagdad ſwarmed with adventurers, who were 
capable of afſuming any tone, and preſenting 
themſelves in any character that would favour 
deceit! Then, every thing about her, even 
thoſe fine eyes which ſhe had let me ſee, became 
ſuſpected. I thought myſelf robbed, and re- 
turned to my father's houſe, trembling, in dread. 
of thoſe reproaches which I believed I had drawn 
upon myſelf. | 1 5 

% My mother ſoon perceived my uneaſineſs. 
She artfully led me to acknowledge the cauſe of 
it, and endeavoured, as much as poſſible, to 
calm my uneaſineſs.— The merchant who 
knows not how to loſe,” ſays ſhe, “ deſerves 
not to gain. If you are uneaſy about making up 
accounts with your father, my purſe ſhall ſupply 
what is wanting.” 

„J went next day to my warehouſe, {till cha- 
grined at my loſs, and at finding myſelf ſo eafily 
made a dupe of. However, I was not without 
hopes of ſeeing the lady return. But evening 
came, and no lady had appeared. This painful 
day was followed by three others, which brought 
no farther news of my fair cuſtomer. My mo- 
ther ſaw my diſtreſs, but could not remove it. 

It was in vain that 'ſhe told me that ſhe 
would ſupply what I had loft out of her own 
private purſe; and that I might regard what had 
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happened as a profitable misfortune ; for expe- 
rience of this ſort taught men knowledge. This 
converſation was to no purpoſe; nothing could 
conſole me for having ſuffered myſelf to be dup- 
ed by a pair of fine eyes, by pretence, and com- 
pliments. - My vanity was hurt; and this was a 
reat mortification to me. | 
& On the fourth day, however, my unknown 
lady ſuddenly appeared with ſlaves attending her. 
— They threw a large purſe upon the counter. 
6 Handſome young man,” ſaid ſhe, © here is 
your money; count it.” At ſo defirable, and ſo 
unexpected a fight, my fears and uneaſineſs 
were removed, and I felt a ſudden revolution- in 
my ſpirits. 1 1 
My unknown fair one aſked for other ſtuffs, 
made her choice, and carried away from the 
ſhop, goods to the value of three hundred pieces 
of gold ; I ſhould have given her to the amount 


of two thouſand, ſo much overjoyed was I. No 


ſooner was ſhe gone, than I returned to my mo- 
ther, and exprefſed to her a degree of joy and 
ſatisfaction, equal to my former diſtreſs. I told 
her of this day's happy adventure, and now ac- 
knowledged the truth of a maxim which ſhe had 
in vain employed to ſoothe me before, that, in 
trade, where nothing is riſked, nothing can be 
gained, . e 
« At laſt, my reſpectable derviſe, I continued 
to carry on the ſame intercourſe with the young 
unknown lady, till ſhe, having always carried 
away a greater value in ſtuffs than the money ſhe 
had brought, found herſelf to owe me about ten 
thouſand crowns ; a ſum equal to all my profits 


on the goods I had fold her. | 
1155 | One 
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„ One day, after opening my warehouſe, I 
had ſcarcely ſeated myſelf on my ſofa, when an 
old woman came in, and accoſted me. I ſup- 
poſed that ſhe might want ſome pellices or ſtuffs, 
and offered to ſhow her ſome goods of that ſort, 
from which ſhe might make her choice.—*< No, 
my ſon,” replied ſne, I am charged with a 
different and much more important commiſhon 
to you; I come on the part of the young lady 
who owes you ten thouſand crowns. I have not 
brought your money ; but I am ordered to tell 
you, from her, that her reaſon for preferrin 

you to all the other merchants of ſtuffs in Bag- 
dad, is becauſe her heart has given you a ſecret 
preference of another nature; in a word, my 


ſon, ſhe is handſome, young, and rich, and 


wiſhes to marry you. When you have ſeen and 
ſpoken with her, if you like the offer, all the 
dowry. that will be required, is the ten thouſand . 
crowns ſhe already owes you ; if you cannot a- 
gree, your money ſhall be paid up. But, in or- 
der to determine, you muſt follow me.” 
« While the old woman was ſpeaking, I felt 
a flame, of which I had hitherto been inſenſible, 
glide through my veins ; it was increaſed by the 
hopes of poſſeihon ; and I became ardently in 
love. £ | 
<« The fair eyes of the lady, from the very 
firſt moment when ſhe had permitted me to ſee 
them, had ſo dazzled and blinded me, to my 
own prejudice, that I had ſuffered her to carry 
away my goods without knowing how I was to 
be paid. Upon all her ſubſequent viſits, fince 
that time, her veil had entirely concealed the 
features of her face; but her flowing robes did 
not hide the elegance of her ſhape, the Ren 
| NCLS 
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neſs of her motions, the form of her foot, or 
the beauty of her hands. 
« Befides, in diſputing with me about the 
prices, ſhe ſpoke with ſuch ſweetneſs of voice, 
that ſhe never once left my ſhop without taking 
with her ſomething more than the goods ſhe had 
bought. Yet I knew not well what that ſomething 
was. She had no ſooner left me upon any day, than 
1 found myſelf uneaſy, and I would ſecretly ſay, 
«© What a charming lady this!“ After which E 
immediately fell into a long and deep reverie. 
„When the old woman gave me to under- 
Rand that the unknown lady had a partiality for 
me, I found myſelf the moſt pathonate lover in 
the world. I ordered my {ſlaves to ſhut up my 
warehouſe, and to inform my father and mother 
that ] ſhould not be immediately home, but was 
going to amuſe myſelf with my friends in a 
garden at ſome Aden from the city. Hav- 
ing thus diſmiſſed them, I followed the old wo- 
man. 5 
Lou fhall not have reaſon to repent of your 
confidence in me,” ſaid ſhe; “ but you muſt 
give another proof of it. If you ſhould happen 
not to like the lady, or the terms which ſhe of- 
fers, it will be defirable to her to continue ſtill 
unknown to you. Her delicacy requires ſo 
much; and I have orders to make you wrap a 
bandage over your eyes, that you may never 
know again the houſe you enter.” I willingly 
ſubmitted to this condition. We retired out of 
the way into a portico; and there concealing” 
_ ourſelves behind one of the pillars, ſhe covered 
my eyes with a very thick filk handkerchief. 
She made me turn three or four times upon my 
heels, took me by the hand, and led me _ . i 
| L 1 
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| her for a full quarter of an hour. We ſuddenly 


ſtopped; ſhe knocked at a door, which was o- 


pened, and ſhut behind us, when we had en- 


tered... 


6 My eyes were immediately uncovered, and 


I was committed to two beautiful female flaves, 
who were elegantly dreſſed. They led me 


through ſeven different doors; and I was then 


received by fourteen other ſlaves, whoſe beauty 
and ſplendid attire abſolutely dazzled. my fight. 
I now found myſelf in a magnificent hall, where 
every thing was marble, jaſper, or gilded work. 
'The adventure had ſo much the air of a dream, 
that I ſtrained my eyes, by trying to aſcertain 
whether I were aſleep or awake. The old wo- 
man, who had hitherto been my cloſe attendant, 
now left me for a few moments, and returned 
ſoon after, with a ſlave bearing refreſhments up- 
on a large vermilion- coloured ſalver. I ſat down 
to refreſh myſelf. 1 


While I was thus engaged, the old woman 


counted out upon a table, the ten thouſand 


crowns which were due me. *© Here,” ſaid ſhe, 
« 1s your money. Be not uneaſy that my miſ- 


treſs has not yet made her appearance. You 


cannot ſze her, till after the contract is executed. 


This is what the law enjoins, and decency re- 


quires. | | 
The old woman had hardly done ſpeaking, 
when the cadi appeared, followed by ten of his 
attendants. I aroſe, and ſaluted him. Upon 
this, the old woman ſaid te the man of the law: 
“ 'The young lady who means to marry this 
merchant, has choſen you for her tutor : do you 


conſent to fulfil the office ?” 
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c The cadi replied, that he thought himſelf 
highly honoured by the choice. He proceeded to 


make out the contract in due form, and had it 


ſigned before witneſſes. A plentiful collation 
was ſerved up for him and his company; and a 


rich ſuit of clothes, with three hundred ſe- 
quins, preſented to him. After this, he retired, 
charging the old woman, as he went away, to 
make his compliments of acknowledgment to 


his miſtreſs. _ | 
cc I was ſo confounded by all this, that, with- 
out heeding my money, I roſe up to follow the 


cadi, when he retired. The old woman made 


me fit down again.—“ Are you mad?“ ſaid ſhe 


Need you be told, that after the contract fol- 


lows conſummation ? Come, ſhew more diſere- 
tion; make. yourſelf eaſy till night; and then 
all ſhall be ready for the completion of the cere- 
mony”. ES, — 

« continued in the hall; a great number of 
ſlaves attended, watchful at every motion that I 
made, and ready to prevent all my wiſhes. 
There was ſomething ſingular in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion. I no longer felt the force of that mixed 
curioſity and deſire which had made me lightly 
ſubmit my eyes to be covered with a bandage, 
and haſten impatiently hither. The pompous 


luxury before me, and the ſtrange ceremonial of 


the marriage, had ſo confounded me, that I was 
ſcarcely in a condition to think of my love. 
„Towards evening, a fplendid repaſt was 
ſerved up to me, conſiſting of ſweetmeats of all 
kinds, and exquiſite wines. I refreſhed niyſelf 
with moderation. No ſooner had I made a fign 
that they might take away, than the old woman 
took me by the hand, and led me to the bath. _ 
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e I was there received by eight pretty female 
Dazes, dreſſed in ſilken ſtuffs. They put a bath- 
ing dreſs of the ſame ſtuff upon me, went into 
the water with me, and ſerved me with all the 
attention and reſpect, that could have been ſhewn 
to the Caliph himſelf. - | PIE . 

« Imagine to yourſelf, reſpectable derviſe, how 
great muſt have been my aſtoniſhment! I was 
almoſt ſtupified. I was ſoon carried out of the 
bath by twenty other ſlaves, ſtill more hand- 
ſome, and ſtill better dreſſed than the former. 
Of theſe, ſome held lights; others, pans full of 
the moſt exquiſite perfumes, the fragrance of 


which, intermingling with that of the aloes- 


wood, which had been burned to warm the bath, 
embalmed the air, and ſpread upwards to the 
cieling of the apartments. LP 

” ber refhromencs of luxury yet awaited me. 
Twenty ſlaves going before, conducted me into 
a ſuperb apartment, where they made me fit 
down on a ſofa, covered with cloth of gold. 
Melodious muſic played to entertain me; ſo gay, 
ſo lively, ſo melting was it! that it affected my 
whole ſoul. The Ros then propoſed to lead 
me to the nuptial chamber. I aroſe. A wide 
door opened; and I ſaw the lady advance, who 
had choſen me for her huſband, with twenty 
Haves before her, whoſe beauty only her own 
could exceed. _ 
“ At ſight of her, I ſtood for a moment al- 
moſt without thought or feeling. But, inſtanta- 
neouſly, the previous impreſſions which I had re- 
ceived, gave place to love; and my paſſion aſ- 
ſumed that abſolute power over my mind, which, 
by its influence, till ſuſtains me in life, under 
torments far more cruel than death. 
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76 She, attended by her twenty ſlaves, and I by 


mine; my fair unknown, and I, now proceeded 
to the nuptial chamber, and then ſat down up- 
on the ſame ſofa. ; . Tb 

«© The old woman then entered with four o- 
ther ſlaves, bearing different refreſhments upon 
golden falvers. Thoſe conſiſted of excellent 


ſweetmeats, and of fruits of all ſorts. We took, 


and mutually preſented one another, with ſome 
of theſe : the ſalvers were then removed, and we 
left alone. | | | | ; 

&« I was timid and trembling. My charming 


fair one encouraged me; and, taking my hand, 


„ Falechalbe,” ſaid ſhe, © I have been in love 
with you fince the day that curioſity firſt carried 


me to your ſhop. The ſame ſentiments carried 


me ſeveral times back, under the pretence of 
pricing or purchaſing ſtuffs. The little traffic 
which we have carried on, has afforded me op- 
portunities of ſeeing better into your character, 


but has only heightened my paſhon, and that to 


ſuch a pitch, as to make me deſirous of connect- 


ing myſelf with you for life. Can you give up 


your liberty for my ſake'?” | 
„Madam,“ replied I, “ your charms failed 

not of producing their effect upon me, the ver 

firſt moment my eyes beheld you. I never 5 


terwards ſaw you, without feeling an inconceiv- 


able mixture of pleaſing and anxious ſenſations 
in my breaſt. Your departure never failed to 
give me the moſt heartfelt pain; every day I ex- 
pected you, youridea occupied my whole thoughts. 
I durſt not avow my paſſion to myſelf. But ſince 
you prevent me, by the expreſhon of your love, 
I ſwear, that nothing can equal the ardour of 
my paſhon ; and that the ſacrifice of liberty is 2 

VOL. I. | R —  - 
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very trifle to him, who would lay down his life 
Tor you.” | | 


« Well, Halechalbe,” ſaid ſhe, * what you 
ſay has the air of truth. You ſhall not be re- 


quired to yield your life; it is neceſſary to my 
happineſs: but, ſince we are to enter into a laſt- 


ing union, liſten to the only conditions upon 


which my heart and my perſon can be your's. 
& You ſhall remain ignorant of my name and 


condition, till I can ſo order circumſtances, that 


J may publicly acknowledge you for my huſ- 
band. You ſhall make no inquiries here, after 


what I wiſh to conceal from you. 'The door of 


this houſe will be opened only once a year.” 

„ Content, Madam!“ exclaimed I; © I am 
willing to be filent, to continue ignorant, to re- 
main in ſo bliſsful a conſinement ?—* Stay,” 


ſaid ſhe, „I have ſtill a more rigorous condition 


to impoſe upon you. As I give myſelf entire- 
ly.up to you, it is but juſt that you be mine 
alone. My flaves will become your's, and will 
pay you a ready obedience ; but, unleſs to com- 


mand their ſervice, you muſt not ſpeak to them. 


If you deſcend, with one of them, to the ſlight- 
eſt familiarity, more than the bare expreſſion of 
good will 4— I muſt make you acquainted 
with my character. I am naturally inclined to 
jealouſy: and if, through any fault of your's, I 
ſhould become the victim of that fatal paſſion, I 
know not to what exceſs of ſeverity I might be 

carried by my reſentment againſt you.” | 
« As to that,” ſaid I, © make yourſelf eaſy, 
my lovely bride ! The ardour of my love ſecures 
me againſt any, even the leaſt, indiſcretions of 
that nature. I may die of ſorrow, if I ſhall ceaſe 
to 
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to be agreeable to you; but I can never become: 
the victim of misfortune, for offending you.” 

«© At the warmth, and the air of ſincerity with 
which theſe proteſtations were uttered, the eyes. 
of my fair bride were filled with tears.“ Hale- 
chalbe,” ſaid ſhe, © put your hand on my heart; 
feel how it beats, for fear leſt you ſhould have 
refuſed my conditions. I am your's for ever. 
But had you only heſitated, I ſhould have ſacri- 
ficed my happineſs to my delicacy; and we: 
had parted, never to meet again.” _- 

«© White ſhe ſpoke thus, I held my hand up- 
on her heart, and its agitation: was ſoon commu- 
nicated to mine. I preſſed my charming wife- 
tenderly h my arms. She fainted away. I 
called a ſlave. The leaſt aſſiſtance was ſufficient. 
to recover her from an accident proceeding from 
fuch a cauſe. The idol of my ſoul opened her 
lovely eyes. They were turned with a languiſn- 
ing fondneſs upon me Fong | 

« But I will not, reſpeCtable derviſe, detain 
you with a more minute detail of the incidents. 
of my marriage. They cannot intereſt you; and. 
the remembrance which I ill retain of them, ia 
at preſent the torment of my life. 

“J paſſed fifteen days in all the felicity of 
love, forgetful of the reſt of the world; forgetful 
even, I muſt to my ſhame confeſs, of my molt 
eſſential duties, and never thinking of the anxie-. 
ty which my father and mother could not but. 
ſuffer upon my account. | 

« At laſt, nature by degrees. reclaimed her. 
rights. I began to think, with concern, of the- 
diſtreſs which my parents, who were ſo tender] 
attached to me, would unavoidably have felr.. 
Some heavy ſighs eſcaped from me, and my un- 
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eaſineſs exprefled itſelf on my countenance. My 


_ wife, watchful over my happineſs, ſoon remark- 
ed the change. She drew my fecret from me; 
and, entering into my anxiety, ſhe condeſcended 


herſelf to point out a way for my relief. 

« Dear Halechalbe,” ſaid ſhe, © I approve of 
your attachment to your father and mother; ; 
their relation to you, endears them to me. We 
have ſubjected ourſelves to laws ; but it remains 
with ourſelves to judge, how far theſe are to be 
obſerved; they muſt not be ſuffered to injure the 
ties of nature: you ſhall go to your parents, ſpend 
ſeven days with them, and even reſume your 
trade. I have good reaſons OE for recom- 
mending this to you. 

& In the firſt place, it will ſerve as a took to 
conceal our connections. It puts it in your pow- 
er to appear or diſappear, at pleaſure, without 
creating any ſuſpicions of your being engaged in 
an intrigue of this nature. Beſides, it will far- 
ther enable you to acquire, by honourable, open, 
and generous dealings, the public eſteem, on 


which we may one day have occaſion to throw 


wurſelves; for Caliph Alraſchid reigns here, 


and has the ears of ſpies buſy to gather informa- 


tion from every quarter; not to ſpeak of his own, 


which he employs with great induſtry. Go, 


then; my heart ſhall attend you wherever you 
are; could it make itſelf viſible, you would ſee 
it fluttering about you: beſides, you will ſtill be 
in a manner with me. We have one good old 


confident, you know; through her means, I can 
give you the ſatisfaction of hearing me ſpoken 


of. TI ſhall receive news from you, and acquaint 


you with my wiſhes. Above all,” continued ſhe, 
as you cannot hide our marriage from your pa- 
| | 1 rents, 


- 


878 
4 tl 
* 
er 
Fel 
5 

31 
me f 
2 

* 
* 

"Fs A, - 
E 
585 
8 
Wt : 
64 
1 
3 
2 
5 

= 
7 


S IDA 


Fra 


. . 
58 

Fo 

Ty 

2 

De" 

2 0 £ 


ARABIAN TALES. 197 


rents, recommend to them the molt ſacred filence- 
upon this ſubject.” | 


&« Tt was now twilight ; and my wife, as ſhe- 


ended ſpeaking, bade the old woman cover my 


eyes, and conduct me to the portico, where I. 
had formerly ſubmitted to the ſame ceremony. 
No ſooner had my conductreſs- unveiled my eyes, 
than I flew to my father's houſe. One of our 


neighbours was entering the door; ſhe knew me 


by the light from an adjoining ſhop. “ Hale-. 
chalbe.!” eried ſne; What! is it you! In the 
name of heaven, do not ſhew yourſelf to your 


mother, till ſhe have received previous notice of 


your return. Come in for a moment with me; my 
huſband will go and prepare her to receive you; 


your ſudden diſappearance has reduced her to a 


ſtate of deſpair; and, were you to appear ab- 


ruptly before her, the ſhock might. prove fatal; 


to her feelings. d 

6 Where have you-been, you bad young man?“ 
faid ſhe, when we were ſeated. © How could 
you go off, without acquainting ſuch tender pa- 
rents with your intentions?“ | 

% I was taken unawares, being to conceal my 
marriage from the world, and not having a ſto-- 
ry ready to ſtop the mouth of curioſity. I had 
preſence of mind, however, to invent a tale, 
which ſerved my purpote.”” | | 

« You ſurprife me, Madam,” replied I, © by 
fpeaking of uneafineſs which-I have occaſioned to 
my. parents. A. happy opportunity having oc- 
curred for ſetting out to Baffora, where I had 
buſineſs of great urgency and importance with 
one of my moſt conſiderable debtors, I had not 


2» 


a a moment to loſe, and was therefore obliged to 


&t_out,. without giving my father notice of my 
CE R. 3: departure. 
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| departure. But Iſent back an expreſs as ſoon 


as I had reached Bafloraz which. mult undoubted- 
ly have met with ſome accident,. fince no news. 
of me have been received. Our neighbour was. 


ſatisſied with the excuſe.” “ In the mean time, 


you were not only conſidered as. dead here, but 
even magnificently interred. Yeſterday was the 
day of your burial, I ſhall tell you the whole 


ſtory as ſoon as my huſband is gone to inform 


our neighbours, that their dead ſon. 1s alive and 
in good health.” The hufband took the taſk up- 
on him with pleaſure z and the good woman re- 
ſumed her ſtory. 8 | | 

© Your flave came home, and told your mo- 
and night in a garden with your friends. All. 
was eaſy, therefore, during that night, and the 
next day. On the ſubſequent days, all the mer- 
chants in Bagdad were in a ſtir ſeeking you. 
Perſons were ſent in queſt of: you. through all the 


gardens about the city, through the woods, and 


to a great diſtance through the country. When 
you were no where to be found, and no perſon 
could learn any thing of you, it was concluded 


that you had been inſnared, as too often happens 
in Bagdad to diſſipated or inexperienced young 
men, who often meet death when in, purſuit of. 
pleaſure. TT | 

6. Your: father and mother tore their hair; 


your whole family and friends put on-mourning x 


and they ſought to find ſome ſort. of conſolation 


in a falſe funeral, at which all the mourners in 
Bagdad played their part, but where many real 
tears were at the ſame time ſhed; for every bo- 
dy Was afflicted with the diſtreſs of your pa- 
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« During this narrative, O-virtuous derviſe !' 


I felt myſelf. very. uneaſy. I ſaw the -frightful 


conſequences that had followed, from my forget- 
fulneſs of myſelf, and of my moſt ſacred duties : 
and I have always regarded my ſubſequent. diſ- 
grace, and the momentary alienation of mind 


that followed, as a chaſtiſement inflicted by hea- 


ven to puniſh me for forgetting, in the arms of 
love, the moſt ſacred duties of nature.. | 

© The good lady having told me ſo. much of 
my ſtory as it was neceſſary that I ſhould know, 


roſe up. © It is time,” ſaid ſhe, © for you to 


* 


go and ſhew yourſelf: my huſband has now 


ſurely announced your arrival, Go, confirm 


his report. 


&« ] went therefore into my father's houſe. I 
cannot deſcribe to you the joy of my father, and 
{till leſs that of my. mother, who fainted away in 
my arms. | | 

56 What | thou returned from Baffora !“ ſaid 
my father; © poor child, the loſs which thou 
mighteſt have ſuffered, could not in my eyes e- 
qual the riſk. which thou haſt run, and the fa- 
tigue which thou haſt undergone. 

Father,“ ſaid I, continuing, before our neigh- 
bour, to maintain the ſtory which I had thought 
proper to invent; © L know. not whether our 


correſpondent will abſolutely fail; but here is 


enough to make you eaſy with reſpect to his 
debt to us; here is a diamond which you may 
put upon your turban, another for the handle of 
your poniard, a third for the hilt of your ſcymi- 
tar, and a bracelet for. my mother. Theſe, I 
think, are nearly equivalent to the amount of 


« They 
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«© They again embraced me, without requir-. 


ing _y more particular explanation. In an in- 
ſtant the mourning dreſs, which had caſt a gloom 


through our houſe, was laid aſide; every one. 


put on his beſt and gayeſt clothes. Muſicians. 
filled the houſe ; it was illuminated by a thou- 
ſand lamps; and all my father's friends and mine 
were aſſembled to a ſplendid banquet. The e- 
vening, and great part of the night, were ſpent. 
by the whole company in merriment and good. 
cheer. | 

« Next morning, I thought it became me to 
undeceive my parents, and to acquaint them with 
all the circumſtances of my adventure as they- 
truly ſtood. TI related the particulars of my mar- 
riage, begging them to keep the whole a ſecret; 
for, upon that, my happineſs greatly depended. 
Their ſurpriſe roſe ſtill higher and higher, as I. 
proceeded with my narrative. The valuable jew - 
els which I had brought them from my wife, 
were ſpeaking proofs. | | ; 

& My, ſon-muſt have married a genie's daugh-. 


ter! The cadi is not. called to celebrate ſuch. 
' marriages,” ſaid my father :—ſo they knew not 


what to think ; but they ſaw me happy, and that. 
was enough to ſatisfy them. 1 5 

“I mentioned to my parents, that I would a- 
gain enter upon the buſineſs of my ſnop. They 
were happy to find that the poſſeſſion of fortune 
had not turned my ſpirit from my induſtry or œ- 
conomy; and I accordingly: appeared next day 


in my warehouſe. 


Every one in that quarter of: the city, ex- 
reffed great ſatisfaction at ſeeing me again. As. 
13 no longer actuated by a deſire of gain, I 
Hewed. myſelf eaſy and dilintereſted in buying 
| anch. 
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and ſelling; and J ſoon had all Bagdad about me. 
In the evening, I returned, as formerly, to my 
father's houſe. _ 

«© On the evening of the ſixth day, I gave my 
father notice that 1 ſhould diſappear a ſecond 


time. He took meaſures to place an intelligent 
ſhopkeeper to ſupply my room, who took care to 


uſe my cuſtomers in the ſame manner as I had 
done myſelf. As to my abſence at this time, it 
was eaſy to form a plauſible pretext to account 
for it. 

«© On the evening of the ſeventh FRO my old 
woman appeared. © Your wife,” ſaid the, * im- 
patiently expects you.” As I was no leſs impa- 
tient to ſee her, I eagerly followed my guide. 


The ſame myſtery as before, was {till obſerved. 


My wife was waiting for me at the firſt door. 

Her fair hands untied the bandage of my eyes. 
1 ſpent other fifteen days {till happier than 

the former, in the enjoyments of mutual love, 


and in all the delights, the pleaſures and the a- 
muſements, which the tender care and the wealth 


of my wife could procure for our entertainment. 

At the end cf thoſe ſhort fifteen days, I re- 
turned to my father's houſe, and renewed my at- 
tention to buſineſs. My parents received me 


with the greateſt marks of tenderneſs. But I 
had hardly received the firſt expreſſions of their 
kindneſs, when 1 began to long for the ſeventh 


day, and to fee the good old woman who was to 


bind a bandage upon my eyes, and to carry me 


to a receſs, Which to me was paradiſe. | 
“My wife, for her part, appeared to feel our 


ſeparation no leſs ſenſibly than I. When I was 


abſent from the palace, her only means of divert- 
ing herſelf, was by taking a muſical inſtrument, 


and. 
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and ſinging, with her ſtaves accompanying hes 
ſuch verſes as her paſſion dictated. She ſhewed 
me theſe at my return. I remember ſome of 
them, which I hall recite, if it were only to 
ſhow you that my love was returned with equal 
ardour. 


Hoax cruel is abfence, O my love! 
Return ; my heart pants for thy return, 
As does he, whoſe eyes are cloſed in endlefs night, 
To behold again the cheering rays of day. 
Why deft thou leave me, O my lo’. 
* "A thou haft raviſhed my heart? 
Return, dear light of my life ; 
How can I live without thee? 
Every thing contributes 70 oppreſs my heart with 
deſpair, 
Nothing here has charms for me, 
"Except when thou art preſent ; 
In thy abſence, I am drowned i in tears. 


„ Hitherto, I have ſpoken only of my happh- 
neſs; but there now remains only a cruel reverſe 
of fortune for me to deſcribe. It took its riſe 
from an unhappy paſhon, which Zaliza, my 
wife's favourite flave, conceived for me. She 
carefully diſguifed her ſentiments from her miſ- 
treſs and her companions ; but declared them to 
me without referve. To put an end to her im- 
portunities, I was obliged to threaten a diſcov- 
ery to my wife. Rage, and a deſire of venge- 
- ance, filled the maiden's heart. 

One day while I was abſent, had miſtreſs 
ſang my praiſes, and our love. Zaliza accom- 
panied her with her voice, as well as the other 
ſlaves ; but at hearing a couplet in praiſe of my 
fidelity, ſhe affected to drop her lute with a 


ſeeming 
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feeming emotion of impatience, and did not take 
it up again. 


« Why,” ſaid my wife to her, «® have you 
dropped your lute?“ - Becauſe,” replied Zaliza, 
I cannot endure to hear of the fidelity of man, 

for I do not believe that it exiſts. Halechalbe,” 


continued ſhe, © is very amiable, and no doubt 


loves you: But, who would not love you? His 
tenderneſs, however, is not equal to yours: I 
do not believe him more faithful than others; 
and I can give you proofs.” | 

„ 'Theſe perfidious words excited jealous ſuſs. 
picions in my wife's heart. However, ſhe. 


would not ſuffer me to perceive ſo much. T re- 


turned, as had been agreed between us, to my; 


father, and my buſineſs; and when I came back 
to my wife, I met with the ſame tender and ob- 
liging reception as formerly, 


« As I was one day in my ſhop, two hours 
before the time at which I expected my old wo- 
man to appear, a public crier in the ſtreet, an- 


nounced a golden cenſer, ornamented with dia- 


monds, to be fold for two thoufand ſequins. 1 
ſent a ſlave to call the crier. To whom be- 


longs this cenſer ?” ſaid J.“ To a young la- 
dy,” replied he, who is there;” pointing to 


a woman who was well- ſhaped and elegantly , 
dreſſed.“ Afﬀk her to ſpeak to me,“ return- 


ed J. 

« The woman took the cenſer out of the hands 
of the crier, paid him for his trouble, and came 
up to me. Madam,” ſaid I, © ſince this cen- 
ſer is yours, 1 know where to place it; will you 
favour me with it?“ “, Since you like it, Hale- 


chalbe,” ſaid the lady, it is yours; and I will 
have no money ſor it. —“ I am not,” Yeplies 
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© in * to make ſuch bargains.“— —<© Nor I,” 


ſaid the lady, © to receive a price for a preſent, 
which I with to make to the molt wan and 
* moſt beloved of men.” 

66 Halechalbe,” continued ſhe, © I have for 
x long time frequented your ſhop. Alas! 0 
have never noticed me; but your figure and 
your manners have enchanted me, and contmue 


to enchant me ſtill more and more. I think my- 


ſelf but too happy, that I can preſent you with 


this cenſer, ſince you have a fancy for it.” —© I 


receive it,” ſaid I, © Madam; but you mult ac- 
cept from me its value in return.” 


« Silver or gold,” anſwered ſhe, © cannot re- 


preſent its value to me. My love for you, breaks 
my reſt. Treat me not with ſeverity 3 it would 


be no diſgrace to you to return my paſhon. 


'Thank heaven, I have ſome reaſon to be proud 
of my birth, ſlighted as I am by you. If I may 


not aſpire to the laſt expreſſions of tenderneſs, | 


give me but one kifs, and the cenſer is yours.” 

J cannot, Madam,” replied I, © conſent that 
you ſhould make fo bad a bargain. Take your 
money, or keep your cenſer; a kiſs is no fair 
price.“ 


ſer hither, to ſell it, but te give it to you; take 
it at that price, and ſave my life.“ 


«© ] venerable derviſe, I muſt acknowledge 


my weakneſs; I was enticed r this fond lan- 
guage, and thoſe praiſes. Having no ſuſpicion; 

not diſcerning the lady's features through ber 
veil; overcome by my own ſelf-love, no leſs 
than by her ſolicitations; I retired with her to a 


Lark corner in my ſhop, and preſented my cheek. 
Inſtcad 


6 A kiſs,” replied the lady, 0 ineſtimable | 
to one dying ſor love. I did not bring this cen- 
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Inſtead of a kiſs, ſhe bit me violently, ſo that I 
cried aloud. . She then ran off, leaving me alone 
with the cenſer in 'my hand, my cheek bloody, 
and my countenance disfigured. 2 

J at laſt ſtopped the bleeding, but I could 
not allay the ſwelling, or remove the marks of 
the bite. Juſt then, the old woman came to find 
me, and ſeemed ſurpriſed at the condition in 
which ihe ſaw me. I contrived to tell her, that 
{ had fallen upon cut glaſs, and prepared to a- 
muſe my wife wfth the ſame ſtory; but the 
treacherous Zaliza had been before me. It was 
{ihe who had played me that wicked trick, of 
which ſhe had no doubt given my wife ſuch an 
account, as to make me appear much more guilty 
than I really was. When I arrived at the palace, 
inſtead of being received with tender fondneſs as 
formerly, I found myſelf in the hands of an angry 
and implacable judge. | 

«© What has hurt your cheek ?” aſked my wife, 


as ſoon as ſhe ſaw me.—T began to mention the 
broken glaſs. —* Whence is that cenſer you have 


in your hands ?“ “ Jt coſt me two thouſand ſe- 
quins,” anſwered I, ſtammering.—“ Liar that 
thou art, it coft thee much more,” replied my 
wife, while her eyes ſparkled with rage: * Thou 
paidſt for it with thy cheek. How, baſe man! 
thou haſt made a ſale of thy favours; but thine 
infamous conduct ſhall coſt thee dear. Morigen,” 
laid the, addreſſing her firſt eunuch, “cut off 


his head.” | 


„ Morigen had already taken hold of me, 
when the old woman, our confident, came and 
threw herſelf at my wife's feet. Ah! Madam,” 
4aid ſhe, “ be not guilty of ſuch a crime |- Do 
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mot expoſe yovrſelf to ſuffer a degree of remorſe 


» 33 


which you could not bear: 

The earneſtneſs of the old woman brought 
my wife to reaſon; ſhe ſeemed to muſe for a 
moment, and then ordered me to be baſt inadoed. 
While Morigen was executing this rigid order, 
the painful effects of which I endeavoured to 
bear without complaint, ſhe took a theorbo, and, 
ſtriking an air in which the rage of jealouſly and 


the malignant ſatisfaction of revenge were jointly. 


expreſſed, immediately compoſed and ſung the 
#ollowing couplet : 555 ; 


Since my ſwain unfaithful proves, g 
Let him go ts ber he loves; . 
Let her charm his fickle heart; 

Scorned, from me he ſhall depart. 

Yes, let the treach' rous rover jly, 

But let him rue his perfidy. : 


cc The pain I felt, hindered me frem hearing 


more. I had abſolutely loſt all fenſe; and, when 
I recovered, found myſelf in my father's houſe, 


upon a bed, with my relations ſtanding round me, 
and the ſons of art aſſiduouſſy endeavouring to give 
me eaſe. I had been carried, after my puniſhment 
was inflicted, to my father's threſhold; and thoſe 


who brought me, had knocked at the door as 


they went away. I remained forty days, before 
recovering from the effects of the treatment I 


had ſuffered. At the end of that time, when I 


was able to rife, my father afced an explanation. 


I related the whole of my late adventure, with- 


out concealing a fingle circumſtance. * Ah! 
heavens!“ faid he, “ you are married to a mon- 
Fer of injuſtice and barbarity.” 
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& Softly, father,” cried I; © my wife was 1 
cruel, I allow; but. ſhe believed that ſhe had bt 
reaſon. I had failed of my duty to her, even in 
while ſhe was laviſhing her tenderneſs and fa- : RR 
yours upon me. Still, however, I adore her. 1 
My love is increaſed by the conſciouſneſs of my . 
fault, and my deſpair of ever ſeeing her again. Þ 
Ah! would heaven that I were but the meaneſt 1 
of her ſlaves!” | Þ 
"Tour ſentiments,” replied my father, “ are 'F 
unbecoming a man. Shew a better ſenſe of the 1 
dignity of your ſex. I cannot conceive to what 'F 
fort of a being you have been united by the ce- 8 
remony of a contract. I ſhould ſuppoſe her to- Þ 
be altogether ſome imaginary exiſtence, had ſhe 1 
not given us ſuch ſubſtantial proofs of her reali- 1 
ty, eſpecially in the laft inſtance. It is a ſhame 1 
for a man + your birth, who may aſpire to the iY 
alliance of the firſt farnilies of Bagdad, to have 1 
been ſo tranſported by an idle paſſion, as to en- + 
ter into ſo whimſical and unequal a connection. 1 
Forget your Fury.“ M 
% Every word my father ſaid, while he thus 'Þ 
inveighed againſt my marriage, and my wife, 1 
was a dagger to my heart. 1 
« ſhall one day difcover the odious crea- 1 
ture,” ſaid he : © I ſhall accuſe her to the Ca- | 
liph, who will not fail-to put it out of her power 1 
to enſnare new victims.“ 1 
“ Inſtead of taking it kindly in my father, 1 
that he eſpouſed my cauſe ſo warmly, my heart i} 
was ſhocked at his ideas of vengeance z and was 1 
divided between him, and my cruel, but ſtill iN 
charming wife. + 
„ Notwithſtanding all that medicine cond do, 9 
my health declined, and even my underſtanding "1 | 
| 2 was iN 
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ef. became melancholy, peevith, .imp4- 
tient. I refufed all conſolation. I ſeorned my 
too tender mother, and became a plague upon 


the ſervants; they could prepare nothing to my 


bking ; nothing ſo well, but that I {till curſed 


the. awkwardneſs of the oats; 


% One of theſe came one day before. me to 


juſtify himſelf. “ Hold,” ſaid I, “ turning over 


the table, and trampling all the Ames under foot, 
„ fee how I value thy zeal and thy addreſs.” He 


offered to reply ; but I threw myſelf upon him, 
and beat him. His cries and howlings brought 
in my mother; She endeavoured to reſcue the 


object of my reſentment out of my hands. She 
went ſo far, as to add a few blows to her re- 
prooſs. In my extravagance and infatuation, I 


had the unhappineſs to ſtrike her. My father 


came in, and received no better treatment. At 
laſt I was brought under, and put in chains. I 
remember that I put my hand on my mouth, and 
found it covered with foam; in a word, I loſt 
all tenſe; and, when I revived, found myſelf i in 
this ſad confincment where you now ſee me. I 
then learned, that I was detained here by order 
of the grand vizier Giafar. 

Many months have now paſſed, ſince 1 was 
{ent.to this diſgraceful confinement. The ſoli- 
tude of the place, and, more than any thing elſe, 
my being here at liberty to give up my heart to 
my paſhon, unhappy as it is, without being diſ- 
turbed by any bitter exclamarions' againſt her 


whom I ſhall love through lite, have reſtored my 
peace of mind. 


Here! O reſpectable derviſe, I am oppreſ- 
ſed by a gloom of ſpirit, but neyer by any way- 
wardneſs 


was deranged, by the painful feelings in my 


Bot 
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© wardneſs of humour. I find, however, "— 
in myſelf to juſtify my detention here. Alas 
it ſhould ſeem that my relations have forgotten 


me. But the grand vizier ought to have inquir- 1 
ed into circumſtances, ſince it is by his orders I 1 


am confined; and to have endeavoured to re- 
concile my parents to me; ſince it was only in a 
momentary. tranſport of fooliſh paſſion, that I 
offended them; and fince I have recovered my 
reaſon, ſo far, as to be able ro go about the or- 
dinary buſineſs of life. 

2 Such, O venerable derviſe ! is my ſtory. 
All my conſolation is the Koran, which you- 
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ſee in my hands; and my hope, that the Com- U 

mander of the Faithful, who is at pains to in- 4 

ſpect every thing with his own eyes, may one i. 

day viſit this fad abode.. This is what I aſk of 1 

God, a hundred times a day. But, alas! my $ 

prayers have not yet been heard.” K 

«© Continue your prayers, my dear ſon,” re- Þ 

ſumed the Caliph : “ you ſhall ſoon know their 1 

efficacy; your requeſt will be heard.“ Haroun Þ 

having thus cheered the youth, returned with 1 

Giafar and Meſrour to his palace. | 1 

& What think you,” ſaid the prince to his 'Y 

comrades, © of the ſtory we have heard? for # 

you were near enough to hear eyery ſyllable as bi 

well as I.” 15 . 8 1 

« I think,” faid Giafar, “ that this young it, 

: man, whom I never before heard mentioned, al- YN 

1 though he blames me for his preſent diſtreſs, is iÞ 
4 a mere ſtory-teller, and has amuſed you with a 1 
4 parcel of dreams or lies.” | | $0 b 


“The whole of his ſtory cannot be falſe,” 


WS * 3 * 
— 2 


4 rejoined the Caliph: © I command you to take _ I 
Y meaſures to aſcertain or diſprove the truth of 1 
F pL 83 | What 1 
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what he has told : you will ſpeak of it to-me to- 
morrow.” 

Next day, the grand vizier came to inform 
the Caliph, what he had thought of, in order 


to diſcover how far pa 8 ſtory and com- 


plaints deſerved credit. | 
e Perſons who are wrong in their minds,” 
re plied the vizier, © always vary in their tales. 


| If your Highneſs will cauſe the young man to be 


brought hither; and if he ſhall repeat before 
you his long narrative, with the ſame train of 
circumſtances as yeſterday; it may then be pro- 
per-to take farther meaſures for aſcertaining the 
truth of what he tells.” The vizier's advice 
ſeemed very much to the purpoſe, and orders 
were inſtantly given to bring Halechalbe. 

When the young man appeared at the foot of 
the throne, the | Caliph thus ſpoke to him :— 
* Halechalbe, I have 2 told that you were 


<onfined in the public mad-houſe, in conſequence 


of a very extraordiuary train of adventures. Re- 


collect yourſelf fully; you may aſſure yourſelf I : 


have the ſtrongeſt defire to do juſtice to all my 
fubjeCts ; let me hear your ſtory, without omit- 
ting a fingle circumſtance ;z only, think what re. 
ſpect you owe to truth, and to my preſence.” 

Halechalbe, ſeeing the prediction of the derviſe 


thus about to be fulfilled, and being full of the 


ſubject, began his ſtory with proper aſſurance, 
and related the whole in the very fame words as 


before. 
Giafax was forced 30 agree, that what he had 


now again heard, bore an air. of truth, the evi- 


dence of which coull not be velifted. The next 


concern was to diſcover, who this too dear, and 


too cruel enemy of Halechalbè, might be, in or- 
| der 


a 2 o 
„ 


8 


wh.” 5 
29. — 
=. 

1 75 
+ Ofc 
8 
N 
r 
oh 
Bo” 

N 
3 
3 
3 
2 
. 

WED os 

-» 
2 
2 50 
Age 
Sh. 
ES; 
WA 
CY 
3 
= 


Fa 
E * 
I; 
4 
: 
z 
3 


J e / 0 PETIA os 1x 2th 3 * 7 2 8 - . 
2 r 8 N 5 os, e — 1 an een r > Bat ä . 
$ 3E BS 7 1 8 FD 2 5 £ 1 WWA E 1 n 2 . ZZ na IS LO ATI: n Dy T2 N N 
W Eb a ene ...... 8 e,, ol Rb SR e 
3 Es IE OE ER R$, . : CCC „ 
2 ** n . 1 2 5 2 TTT ĩ ( 5 En 


ARABIAN TALES. ay 


der to do him juſtice, The vizier ſoon contrived | 
means for making this diſcovery. 


If he had ſent for all the cadi's in Bagdad, 
and inquired which of them had drawn out the 


contract; this might have made the affair too 
public, without anſwering the end he had in 
view: For if any one among them had abuſed 
the law, by executing ſo extraordinary a contract, 
it was not probable that he would readily confeſs 
what he bad done: beſides, ſome man might 
have been hired to act the part. But if Hale- 
chalbe were reconciled to his father, and the old 
man were perſuaded to employ his ſon again in 


the management of his trade; it was likely: that 
the old woman would ſoon come to pry about 
him, were it only out of curioſity. Spies might 


be ſo diſpoſed, as to ſeize her, and ſhe might 


be forced to name her miſtreſs. The Caliph 
approved the thought; and the provoſt of the 
merchants was immediately ſent for. 'That good 
man, who was ſtill unhappy for the alienation 
of mind under. which he ſuppoſed his ſon to la- 
bour, was therefore greatly ſurpriſed to find him 
at the foot of the Caliph's throne when he him- 
ſelf arrived in the royal preſence ; and, {till more, 
to ſee him honoured with the favour of Haroun. 
The grand vizier no ſooner began to recommend 
a reconciliation, than the father eagerly opened 


his arms, and Halechalbe as fondly haſtened to 


embrace him. Meaſures were then concerted for 
unravelling the myſterious part of the affair; and 
the old man readily agreed to execute the part 
aſſigned to him. 

Both the father and the ſon were, by the Ce- 
liph's munificence, - honoured with rich robes. 


* returned home; and Halechalbe next d:y 


opened 
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opened his ſhop, which was now as ſplendidly 
furniſhed as eve. 16s 

The young man, no doubt, endeavoured, by 
every act of ſubmiſſion and tender attention, to 
make his parents forget the cauſes of the diſſatis- 
faction which he had formerly given them. His 


aſſion ſtill retained all its influence in his heart; 


but he ſought to diſſemble its effects, and to diſ- 
fipate his melancholy. He yielded to it, _ at 


ſome moments, when he happened to be diſen- 


gaged and alone. BETTS ICE | 
Halechalbe's wife had not long enjoyed the 
tification of her revenge. Her reſentment 


8 ſubſided, and ſhe began to reproach 


erſelf for her rage and cruelty. She even be- 


came uneaſy about the fate of the lover whom 


ſhe had ſo harſhly treated, although ſhe ſtill ſup- 
poſed him guilty of ingratitude and inconſtancy. 
Love ſoon reſumed his empire in her heart. 


She ſtrove, for ſome time, to repreſs ſentiments 


which ſhe durit not avow, even to herſelf. But 
filence ſoon became too painful; and ſhe gave 
orders to the old ſlave, feemingly from pure mo- 
tives of compaſhon, to inquire what was become 
of her unhappy huſband. 5 2355 

% Alas! Madam,“ replied ſhe,. “ my com- 
paſſion for him long ſince induced me to take a 
ſecret opportunity of going to his father's houſe; 
and I learned from the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bourhood, that the poor young, man's life is in 
danger.“ —“ His life in danger !”. replied the la- 


dy; „what an unhappy woman am I! I have oc- 
caſioned the death of the only man I ever loved; 
the only man in the world whom I ever can 
love! Why can I not let him know that my life 
is bound up in his? But this, every thing for- 

| bids, — 
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bids.—Go, however, and get information of his 1 
4 ſituation and ſentiments, as far as you can, | 
15 without expoſing my -honour.” The good old 1 
= FTwoman received this information with pleaſure. 3 
5 For ſome time ſhe continued to give her miſtreſs C 
7 hopes of the reſtoration of her huſband's health; 3 
8 but her inquiries ſoon became abſolutely vain. 1 
7 From the tune at which Halechalbe was ſecretly | 
15 removed to the mad-houſe, the neighbours could 4 
2 give her no farther information. . 1 
5 Her miſtreſs then gave herfelf up to deſpair. 1 
+ That ſhe might indulge in her grief without re- iN 
| ſtraint, ſhe excluded all but her confident from 1 
x her prefence. The theorbo, with which ſhe 4 
3 had formerly inſulted Halechalbe's diſtreſs, was I 
no ſtrung to her own complaints. She was no 1 
1 longer in a condition to compoſe verſes, as ſhe 1 
= had done when gentle love or ſtern revenge in- 1K 
NJ ſpired her heart. She could only utter a few 1 
: unconnected words, interrupted by ſighs and 70 
tears. Alas! he flees me,” ſays ſne. Hyg — 
L has gone into baniſhment on my account l- 'Y 
7 Go, my love! Thou wilt find the tygers of the 1 
= deſert leſs inhuman than the wife of thy boſom! _ 1 
7 Haſt thou forgotten me? Thou haſt indeed ii 
E reaſon : but, to forget thee, is a conſolation i 
8 which I ſhall never feel.“ N 1 
L The good old woman, her confident, went . 
"2 one day to continue her inquiries in the city, al- 1 
though ſhe had little hope of hearing any news 9 
= that might prove agreeable to her miſtreſs. Hap- 8 
=_ pening, however, to paſs-through that quarter 'Þ 
: in which Halechalbe's thop ſtood, ſhe obſerved | þ 
: it open. She looked in, and perceived himſelf i 
2 ſeated on a ſofa, and ſeemingly abſorbed in a q 
: melancholy reverie, She reſolved to enter. No 1 
= | ſooner [ 
| 
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ſooner did ſhe ſee the young man, and know 
him to be certainly Halechalbe, than ſhe ran to 
throw herſelf into his arms. He, for his part, 


was equally eager to meet her. But, the grand 


vizier's ſpies who had already fixed their eyes up- 
on her, here interpoſed, ſeized her, and carried. 
her before Giafar. | 

Great was the vizier's ſurpriſe, to find in this. 
woman thus brought before him, Nemana, the 
old governefs of his own favourite daughter Ze- 
raida. What!” ſaid he, are you, whom 
my daughter honours with her favour, concern- 
ed in the affair of Halechalbe's marriage? Who 
is the woman you have married him to?“ “ Oh |} 
my prince and maſter,” replied Nemana in great 
confuſion, © in whoſe ſervice could I be employ- 
ed, unleſs in that of your daughter the princeſs 
Zeraida ?” | | | 

Giafar was ſtruck ſilent, upon learning that 
his daughter had married without his knowledge, 
and without, his ' conſent. But, knowing how - 
greatly the Caliph had intereſted himſelf in this 
affair, he, inſtead of returning to his own palace 
to ſeek an explanation from Zeraida, went ſtraight 
to the Commander of the Faithful, carrying with 
him Nemana, and the fpies who had ſeized her. 
« O! moſt ſage Caliph,” ſaid he, we have 
found the old woman who was concerned in Ha- 


lechalbe's marriage; ſhe is at the door; and I 


have already queſtioned her. Halechalbe's wife,“ 
continued the vizier, „ has only availed herſelf 
of a law enacted in the koran, in chaſtiſing her 
huſband upon detecting him in a fault that de- 
ſerved chaſtiſement. The rights of the huſband 
and wife are reciprocal. Halechalbe had been 


| Jeduced into the embrace of a ſtrange woman.” 


« Yor 
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et You ſeem,” ſaid Haroun to Giafar, * rather 
to ſtrain the meaning of the law; you would 
make it very ſanguinary indeed: many a head 
in Bagdad would be in danger, if all were in- 
diſcriminately ſuffered to avenge themſelves when- 
ever they happen to fancy that they have ſuf- 
fered injuries of this nature.” „ 
«© The law,” replied Giafar, “ is not to be ſo 
rigidly interpreted, in reſpect to every married 
pair: But when a young woman, who, by mar- 
rying, ſubjects herſelf to all its rigour, is at the 
ſame time in a condition to require a ſtrict com- 
pliance with it, of him to whom ſhe ſurrenders 
| her liberty, and he freely agrees to her requeſt ; 
ſurely, then, when ſhe afterwards finds occaſion 
to revenge herſelf, —in ſo doing ſhe only uſes a fair 
and lawful right.” | | 
« Hitherto,” ſaid Haroun, notwithſtanding 
our ſpecious reaſons, I find myſelf inclined to 
3 the unfortunate Halechalbe. All that I 
farther want, is to know, who the woman may 
be, whoſe cauſe you plead with ſo much zeal.” 
“She is my own daughter,” replied the vizier, 
with ſome degree of embarrafiment.—* You 
have cleared up all now,” replied the Caliph. 
„ perceive that the train of my affairs obliges you 
to neglect your own. Lou know not what goes 
on in your own houſe. Marriages are contract- 
ed there, and matters of life and death diſpoſed 
of, without your having any idea that ſuch things 
are paſſing under your roof. You cannot but be 
ſenſible, what a ſerious evil it would be, to leave 
the execution of a harſh law to a hand thus guid- 
ed by paſſion. I know that women who contract 
unequal marriages, arrogate high privileges to 
-themſelyes. When political arrangements oblige 
| | 2 


* 5 bl 
n 
a 
N 
7 1 
x! 
WE 
e 
9 
i 
E 
Wer 
288 
1. 
74 ts 
Iv 
2288 
2 
n 
. 
14 * * 
" 
K 
Wt 
51 55; 
5 . 
T BY 
1 
14 
*; 
; 
8 
+ » he 
Fe the 
OE 
** 
4 ie, 
** 
Pang 
[TM 
25 
1 
14 
8 
77 7 
* 
1 
5. 
2 
be . 
145 
23 
IRTP; 
3 a4 
N 
Wha ><. 
i 
. 
* 
. 
1 
15 
7s 
"Fs 
1 
. 
7 
* 
? 
Ty. 
12 oh 


* 9 
* ERS, 


. 


Pra 
ip 3 
21 


— To 

* 
Ln 
r 


n 
** 2 N " N N 88 
% * Wee Ds PE 
r 


2 — 7 - Pe. 4 * e oy 
GD er eee NE PCS 


3 


. ek LO ERIEn EI 


2:5 ARABIAN TALES. 


a lady to give her hand to an inferior, ſhe may 
indeed avail herſelf of thoſe to a certain length 
they afford ſome compenſation for the ſacrifice 

ſhe makes: but your daughter, Zeraida, has onl 
gratified her own inclination; and the provoſt of 
the merchants” ſon has thus become in all reſpects 
her equal. He loves her even to adoration, not- 
withſtanding all her cruelty : will ſhe not be too 
happy to receive him again for her huſband ? 
You are not ignorant, that, by one glance of my 
eye, I can exalt the meaneſt of my ſubjects to 
the rank of a prince. In juſtice to the "xg of 
Halechalbe, I ſhall raiſe him to Higher honours; 
and I ſhall take care of the ſon's fortune, in re- 
ſpect to his relation, both to him, and to yau. 
Inquire the name of the cadi who executed the 
contract, and queſtion him why he did ſo with- 
out your conſent ; and, infomuch as, without it, 
the marriage act would be void, do you take care 
2m nothing be wanting to its completion in due 

m.. . 
The Caliph having thus ſpoken to his grand 

vizier, made Halechalbe draw near. Youn 
man,” ſaid he, © your wife ſhall be reſtored; 
and you may either punith, or pardon her, as 
you pleaſe. She is daughter to my grand vizier: 
ut let not this, nor any other conſideration, re- 
{train you from following the emotions of your 
own heart, and the dictates of your mind with 

reſpect to her.?“ 7 LEG 

«© Oh! Commander of the Faithful,” cried 
young Halechalbe, © can I retain reſentment a- 
gainſt her whom I love more than my own ex- 
iſtence? Only to ſee her again, is ail the happi- 
neſs to which I aſpire; if I can regain her heart 
with her father's conſent, I yow to both, the 
| a fondeſt 
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fondeſt love, and the moſt reſpectful duty for 


life.” Ns 
« Giafar,” reſumed the Caliph, © I recom- 
mend to you the intereſts of your daughter and 
ſon-in-law. From this day forward, you are to 
look upon him as a perſon engaged in my ſer- 
vice, concerning whom [I have particular views.“ 
The grand vizier returned to his palace, lead- 
ing Halechalbe by the hand,. while the old wo- 
man followed, who, when ſhe found herſelf at 
liberty, ſtole away to give her miſtreſs previous 
notice of the viſit which ſhe was about to receive. 
The vizier was not far behind her. Zeraida 
roſe, as he entered, to receive him with the u- 
ſual expreſſions of attachment and reſpect. He 
ſtayed her by a ſtern look, and a motion with 
his hand: “ Give me none of theſe empty ex- 
preſſions,” ſaid Giafar ; “ there can be no love 
where there is no confidence no reſpeCt, joined 
with diſobedience. You have married without 
my conſent, and, in a tranſport of paſſion, you 
have abuſed that authority over the ſervants of 
your houſehold, with which I had intruſted you, 


und have gone into the moſt blameable exceſs of | 
ſeverity againſt your huſband, the criminality of - - | 
which has expoſed you to the reſentment of the 1 
Caliph. | | g 


« When you gave your hand,“ continued the | 
vizier, © to the ſon of the Provoſt of the mer- | 
chants of Bagdad, a reſpectable man, eſteemed - 
by all the world, and favoured by the Caliph, 
did you ſuppoſe that you might act as if you had 
united yourſelf to a low ſlave ? And, if reſpect 
be due, even to the life of a ſlave, how could 
you think yourfelf at liberty to diſpoſe caprici- 
oully of your huſband's life? I reſtore you to 
VOL. I. TG. . 
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him; he is your maſter, and may, in his turn, 
diſpoſe of your life. Kneel at his feet; and 
think, that you can regain my eſteem, only by 
making him forget, through your ſubmiſſion, the 
unworthy and cruel treatment 'he has received 
from you.” | 

While the vizier ſpoke, Zeraida trembled, and 
would have fallen dead at his feet, had ſhe 
not perceived, in the eyes of Halechalbe, much 
more than compaſſion for the ſtate of confuſion 
to which he ſaw her reduced. She made no dif- 
ficulty of falling at his feet, and kiſſed them with 
tranſport. The young huſband, who now ſaw 
his happineſs complete, raiſed Zeraida, embra- 
ced her, and, for a few moments, they mingled 
their tears together. This melting ſcene affect. 
ed Giafar, who was paſhonately fond of his 
daughter; the fternneſs of the father and the 
miniſter, gave place to the relenting ſoftneſs of 
gentle affection. It was, however, neceſſary to 
call the cadi, in order to redres the irregularity | 
of the marriage. He learned that his name was 
Yalleddin, and ſent for him immediately. . 
Yalleddin came; and without giving Giafar | 
time to aft why he had conſented to marry Ze- 
raida fecretly, and without her father's conſent, 
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A inſtantly addreſſed him as follows: © Your 

# daughter ſent for me, and acquainted me with 
BUY the ardour of her paſſion. I therefore thought 
11 ; | 


it my duty to agree to her requeſt, in order to 
preſerve her, although, by an act of irregularity 
on my part, from conduct ſtill more irregular. 

- She propoſed that I ſhould act as her guardian. 
In this character, which I accepted, and not 
diſapproving of her choice, I conſidered myſelf 

as doing an eſſential ſervice to this engaging cou- 
| | ple, 
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le, and foreſaw that you would one day approve 
of what I did.“ 5 5 

Giafar, far from expreſſing diſſatisfaction with 

the cadi, politely teſtified his gratitude for ſo 
kind a ſervice. But he ordered the flave Zaliza 
to be delivered into his hands, that he might in- 
flict juſt puniſhment upon her, after ſhe ſhould. 
firſt be drawn into a confeſhon of the baſe ſtra- 
tagem which ſhe had contrived, to divide the 
married pair. This he left, to themſelves, after 
aſſuring Halechalbe, that he ſhould be no leſs. 
dear to him, than if he had been his own ſon.. 
He then gave ſumptuous entertainments, in or- 
der to confer all poſſible eclat upon. a' marriage 
which was authoriſed and reliſhed by the Caliph, 


and was matter of joy to all the inhabitants of 


Bagdad. „ 

Thus Halechalbe paſſed, in an unexpected 
manner, from the mad-houſe, to the high ho- 
nours to which he was elevated by Haroun Al- 


raſchid ; from a ſituation of horror, to the high- 
eſt pitch of happineſs. „„ 


Schahriar, perceiving that the ſtory of Hale- 
chalbe was ended, teſtified the pleaſure which it 
had given him, and praiſed the conduct of the 
Caliph. He expreſſed himſelf, with ſome vehe- 
mence, againſt the abuſe which women ever made 
of any ſmall degree of authority that might be in- 
truſted in their hands. Scheherazade was. too 
prudent, to offer direct oppoſition to what he 
ſaid; but contrived an artifice to weaken its 
force, and to ſhew that his obſervations were 


rather too general. © Sire,” ſaid the, ©T 


might {till continue to entertain your Majeſty 
With the memorable adventures of the great Ca- 
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liph Haroun, and his famity. I know other in- 
cidents which happened to him when he was. 
advanced in life, and which exhibit a beautiful 
proſpect of this ſun of juſtice and prudence, dif- 
fuſing with ſoftened luſtre his ſetting rays. But 
theſe are long; and I muſt firſt recollect them 
with leiſure-z for they are equally extraordinary 
and intereſting. 'In the mean time, if your Ma- 
jeſty will condeſcend, as the great Haroun him- 
ſelf uſed to do, to amuſe yourſelf with a ſhort 
popular ſtory, which was once very much a fa- 
yourite with the common people, I ſhall relate 
that of Xailoun, ſurnamed the Idiot. It is ſtill 
proverbial at Bagdad, where it is daily repeated 
among the common people.” | 
The Sultan, believing that ſuch a ſtory, relat- 
ed by his fair ſpouſe, could not be otherwiſe than, 
amuſing, however humble the ſubject, aſked her 
to begin it immediately; and Scheherazade thus 
proceeded. | 


N % 4 Ig C . 
T6: S " © N YT et 
r NIE 8 A r : 8 
EE Es 25 SIA BE 3 s q 


- 


pY N - : 
1 


The IDIOT; or STORY of XAILo ux. 


SIRE, there lived in Bagdad a young man 
named Tailoun, born of creditable parents, who, 
when very young, was left an orphan, with 
ſome little fortune. He was of a ſhort, thick 
figure, which ſeemed to promiſe a robuſt conſti- 
tution. His features were agreeable enough, 
but deſtitute of expreſſion. From his very in- 
fancy, his fillineſs of mind rendered him the 
conſtant butt of his companions. He was, at 
the ſame. time, very good natured. . 

> LAG, 


5 T8 * > r 5 SIP p 
STE CEE SAT oh 12. * . py 
'Z 5 8 . 5 225 : 
6 TR f 15, Ve c 2 i 


7 
Trex 
7. 5 I 
Con 
=, 
© 892 
3 * 
8 
i Li 
EW". 
Wy 
wo" 
2 
7 
* 
Geof 
= 


ARABIAN TALES: | 221: 


had attained the age of puberty, his friends, be 
lieving that a ſenſible woman might manage him, 
ſo as to make at leaſt an honeſt man of him, re- 
ſolved to ſettle him in marriage, and- gave him 
to wife a young woman, who was two years old-- 


er than himſelf, and was fage, difcreet, and in 


an equal condition of life. 

Oitbha, Xailoun's wife, ſoon ſaw the defects 
in her huſband's character. He was extremely 
ſlothful, uſuallz ſunk aſleep whenever his belly 
was full, and only awaked to eat ane w. The only 
exerciſe he ever took, was in ſauntering about 
the city, thruſting himſelf into crowds, and look 
ing at all about him, without obſerving anything. 
This fooliſh indiſcretion- of his, involved him 
from time to time in little embarraſſments, and 
he often returned home with bloody jaws, or a: 
black eye. This mortified Oitbha. She was: 
fond of her huſband; for, excepting his glutto- 
ny, lazineſs, and idiot ſimplicity, he was a good! 
harmleſs creature. 


While Xailoun continued to lead this ſort of - 


life, his affairs went wrong. He ate up his lit-- 
tle patrimony in floth and inactivity, and ſunk. 
by degrees into abſolute fatuity. 

Oitbha had tried careſſes, remonſtranees, re- 
primands; but Xailoun's conduct was ſtill the 
lame. She wiſhed at leaſt to bring him to per- 


form ſome little labour, that he might by degrees 


be put into a way of earning a hvelihood ; but 
it was impoffible to make him do any ching 

At laſt, he was one day prevailed with, by- 
entreaty, to go to ſpread out ſome linen to dry 
in the ſun. Going out ſome time after, to fee- 
whether he had performed his taſk, the” found 


Kim. ſeated on the ground, and engaged: in a fe-- 
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rious nn with a Kardowen * which lay 
upon a pile of ſtones. Xailoun was ſpeaking, 
and the little animal ſeemed to reply, by making 
its uſual ſignal with the head. Oitbha, being 
quick-tempered, loſt patience. She took a branch 
of the turpentine tree which ſhe happened to find. 


near, and gave Xailoun three or four blows. He. 


looked up with an air of ſtupid good nature, and 
went to gather up, and ſpread out the linens. 


Upon this, Oitbha made her reflections... We 


have a riſing family. The labour of a fingle wo- 
man cannot be ſufficient to earn ſubſiſtenee for 

my children, and for this great lazy. fellow, at. 
the ſame time. Since I can make him fear me, 
T muſt correct theſe ſluggiſh habits of his. He 
is ſtrong ; I ſhall oblige im to work for bread. 
to himſelf. 

Oitbha, having thus reaſoned: with herſelf, 
took the rod in her hand when Xailoun returned. 
into the houſe, and endeavoured to make him. 
derange, and place in order again, the few move- 


ables they had. If he ſtopped but for a moment, 


blows rained hard upon his ſhoulders. 


Tailoun obeyed. But no ſooner. was his taſk. 


finiſhed, than He ſtole away to ſtroll through. 
Bagdad, and did not return till it was very late, 
and then in an uncomfortable pickle. 


Oitbha faw. that the branch of the turpentine 
tree was too flender a weapon to. eſtabliſh her 


authority; ſhe therefore took up a ſtaff. 


&© Whence comeſt thou?“ ſaid ſhe; « ] will 


teach thee to go out with out my leave, and to 
get 


*. A ſmall animal fourteen inches long, in form reſembling 


the crocodile of the Nile When a perſon looks upon it, ix 


moves its head up and down, with a motion like that by whichs 
ve. expreſs conſent. It is harms, 
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get thyſelf threſhed as thou haſt deen.“ So ſay- 
ing, ſhe gave him twenty blows with the itaff, 
well laid upon his ſhoulders; made him ſit down, 
and then dreſſed the wounds which he had re- 
ceived on his hands. and face. When this was 
done, ſhe put him to bed. © Reſt there,“ ſaid, 
ſhe ; “ to-morrow we ſhall fee another thing; 
thou muſt abfolutely change, thou great idiot 
that thou art, otherwiſe we thall all die of grief 
and hunger. Thou haſt need to work for thy 
living, and thou muſt do it. 'Thou art great 
and ſtrong; thou mult go ſeek work at Bagdad, 
and if thou doſt not bring thy wages home, the 
ſtaff ſhall do its duty.” 1 | 
Xailoun fell afleep in a very melancholy mood, 
ſaying to himſelf, '* Unleſs I change, I muſt 
feel the weight of the ſtaff; and how ſhall I 
change, and be no longer Xailoun ?” | 
Next day, Oitbha ſaw that her huſband's. face 
{till retained too ſtrong impreſſions ef the blows. 
which he had received on the preceding evening. 
She dreſſed his wounds, and ſaid, © Thou may- 
eſt muſe, thou booby thou; but reſolve to change 
thyſelf entirely.” | | „ 
When the marks of the ill uſage which he 
had ſuffered, were entirely effaced, his wife 
made him riſe. Get out of the houſe,” ſaid 
ſhe to him; “ go, hire thyſelf by the day ta 
work to ſome maſter in Bagdad; here is no 
bread for thee; and if thou returneſt without 
bringing food for us, thou ſhalt feel the ſtaff, 
Such ſhall every day be thy reception, till thou 
art entirely changed.” | | 
XRaailoun's head was not formed to retain more 
than the laſt words of this ſpeech. It was re 
quiſite that he ſhould bring bread, and ſhoul 
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turn a changed man; otherwiſe, the little ſen-- 


ſibility that ſtill remained in his ſhoulders, re- 


minded him, that he ſhould be received with 
blows of the ſtaff. He paſſed by a baker's door 
Juſt as the bread was taken out of the oven, and. 
was ſet out to cool in the tent. Its colour, form, 


and ſmell moved his appetite. It was now win 
ter; and the day being cold, the heat from the 


oven was another bent to him; for he 
Was ſcantily clad. 


The baker, a fat man, with a ruddy face, fat 


beſide his oven, and had a very thriving appear- 


ance. The boys who wrought at the kneading- 

trough, were neatly clad, and ſeemed to 25 mer- 
, healthy, and-happy. 

« Oh !” ſaid Xailoun, © if I might dür enter 


this ſhop, my buſineſs were done: here is the 


bread I was bidden to go ſeek for myſelf. Might I 
only eat, for eight days, enough of ſuch excellent 


_ bread, I ſhould. become fat and ruddy like theſe 


folks, and ſhould be entirely changed.“ 

After this reflection, he entered the ſhop: 
The baker looked upon him, and, ſeeing his 
ſturdy appearance, ſuppoſed that be might be 
a day-labourer wanting work. He accordingly 
aſked him, What wouldſt thou have, friend? 
Doſt thou want employment? Wilt thou alliſt 
me in my work ?” 

«© Moſt willingly,” ſaid Xailoun.— « Take up 
that hedge-bill, then; untie this faggot; cut the 
branches, and give, me them as I ſhall need them, 
to put in my oven.” 

Xailoun began, and did his work. The hour 
of dinner came; and he received one of thoſe 


loaves which had ſo excited his appetite, The 


baker, learning that his new ſervant had a wife 
and 
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and children, gave him three other loaves for 


them; and thus ſent him away happy when night 
Oitbha received him very kindly : and, when 
ſhe knew what he had done; Thou ſeeſt,“ ſaid 
ſhe, „that by. working thou can't earn th 
bread. Reſolve upon labouring all the days of 
thy life, and change thyſelf entirely.” 
Next day, Xailoun would have ſlept rather 


late in the morning; but Oitbha awakened him 


with a rod. © Come,” ſaid ſhe,.* go to the 


ſhop, or I muſt take the ſtaff.” MXailoun put on 


his clothes, and ſet quickly away. Ah!” ſaid 


he, © when ſhall I be ſo changed, that the rod 


may no longer be mentioned to me ?”—ſo ſaying, 
he reſumed his work. He went on thus for 
eight days; and, in this time, the little houſe 
was plentifully ſtocked with the neceſſary provi- 
ſions. Every morning he was rouſed by re- 


proaches, and ſometimes by blows of the ſtaff, 


whenever he ſhewed any inclination to relapſe 


into lazineſs. 


But Xailoun no longer found the bread ſo good 
as it had been the firſt day. He could not have 
been changed, ſince his wife {till ſcolded and 
beat him every morning; and it ſeemed hard to 
him, who was ſo fond of ſtrolling about through 


Bagdad, to be confined all day by the mouth of 


an oven, and to be, at the ſame time, forced to 
et up ſo early in the morning. He concluded 


with himſelf, that a change of this ſort ſignified. 


nothing, and that he mult ſeek a change of an- 
other ſort. | | 


His wife waked him in the morning by the u- 


ſual expedient. © Get up quickly,” ſaid ſhe; 


go, work for thy living, and bring ſomething 
| | home 
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home to the houſe ; otherwiſe I ſhall certainly 
beat thee. We ſhall not live together as huſ- 
band and wife, till thou art changed.”—*© Very 

ood this,” mattered Xailoun between his teeth : 
« J am already changed into a priſoner : but this 
change does not agree with me; I muſt look out 


elfewhere.” He accordingly ſtrayed through 


Bagdad, withour knowing very well what he was 
in ſearch of. Thus ſtrolling about, he happen- 


ed to paſs near the ſhop of Seydi-Haſſan, a na- 


tive of Damaſcus, and the moſt famous cook in 
all Bagdad. It had a handſome appearance, and 
was ſituate on the banks of the Aggiala. In the 


tent before the” houſe, was a large baſon filled 
with rice, heaped up in a pyramidal form, ſea- 


ſoned with rich ſpices, and having minced meat 
around it,—the whole prepared with equal neat- 


nefſs and delicacy. The rich ſteams which theſe 


good things exhaled, excited Xailoun's appetite. 

In the ſame ſhop, he ſaw fix young men bu- 
ſily employed, all of whom were wonderfully 
well dreiled, raviſhingly handſome, apparently 
very merry, and in good caſe. It ſeemed no- 
wiſe extraordinary, that folks who had pilau at 
diſcretion, and that ſo good as what he ſaw be- 


' fore him, ſhould be ſo gay and jolly. He there- 


fore conceived, that, if he were to live with them, 
he might ſoon come to reſemble them. But it 
was neceiſary that he ſhould. addreſs himſelf to 
the cook, in order to obtain employment in his 
ſhop. Hunger, and the deſire of change, rend- 
ered Kailoun eloquent. Have you any work 
that you can employ me in?“ ſaid he to Seydi- 
Haſſan.“—““ There is no lack of workKþere,” 
faid the cook; “ go to my boys there; they will 
give you ſomething to do in an inſtant.” Thus 
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was Xatloun ſet to work without delay. He din- 
ed upon the remains of different diſhes which 
were given him, in great plenty. He ate, and 
ate again, till he had ſtuffed himſelf moſt glut- 


: tonouſly ; making no doubt, that he had at: laſt 


found the only means of accompliſhing the change 
to which he aſpired. After dinner, he reſumed 


his labour. It was not hard. His taſk was, to 


cover the tables for perſons who came in to eat, 


to wait upon the gueſts, to bear diſhes backwards 
and forwards, and to clear the tables when they 


went away. 

In the evening, he returned home with a heap 
of broken meat upon a large plate. It was late 
when he returned, and Oitbha had become un- 
eaſy. When ſhe 1 him come in without the 


bread which he had uſed to receive from his py 


ter the baker, but with this new cargo of 


viſions, ſhe immediately conjectured that he had 
been running about the city in his old way, and 


had ſtolen the plate with what was on it. 
«© Where haſt thou been, vagabond? Whence 
haſt thou taken that plate, thou thief ??? Such 


Was the language with which ſhe firſt accoſted 


him; and this was accompanied with a few blows 
of the ſtaff, well laid on. Xailoun endeavoured 
to let her 3 that finding himſelf unable to 


endure longer confinement. by the mouth of an 


oven, he had defired to change for ſomething 
better, and had gone to work with ae 


ſan. 


«© They cannot have given thee all that,” re- 


plied Oitbha :. „Come with me; we muſt not 
be looked upon as thieves.” So ſaying, ſhe took 
her veil, made Xailoun follow her with the plate 
in his hands, and haſtened to the cook's houſe. 
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Seydi, aſtoniſhed at ſuch honeſty, added fe- 
veral other preſents of the ſame fort to what 
Xailoun had before received, and ſent the good 
folks home very happy. Xailoun, for ſome time, 
went contentedly every day to Seydrs houſe, ate 
his fill, and every evening brought home enough 
for the ſupport of his family. When he roſe in 
the morning, he received neither blows nor re- 
caries but when he failed to riſe, he was 

ure of ſuffering both the one and the other. He 
had taken it into his head, that he muſt undergo 
ſuch a change, that his wife ſhould no longer 
know him. In this hope, he ate as much as he 
could, in order that he might become plump and 
ruddy like his fellow-ſervants ;- and would often 
go to view himſelf in a looking-glaſs which was 
in the ſhop, to ſee whether he was not growing 
bigger. 


Seydi-Hlaffan, one day, obſerving his aſſiduities 
at the looking-glaſs, aſked what he meant? 1 
look to ſee if I be changed,” replied Xailoun; 
he then touched alternately. his face and his 


clothes, and expreſſed his difſatisfaCtion by ſhrug- 
ging his ſhoulders. © Wouldſt thou change?“ 


Taid Seydi.—“ Yes,” ſaid Xailoun.—“ Thou 


mayeſt change, if thou wilt,“ replied the cook; 
« the turnfpit is dead; thou mayeſt have his 
place.“ — Shall 1 have his clothes too?“ ſaid 
Xailoun.—** To be ſure,” rephed Seydi.— 

„ Change, when you pleaſe,” ſaid Xailoun : It 
has long been my daily prayer to God, that he 
would change me.” 

It afforded ſome diverſion to the ſervants in the 
ſhop, to dreſs the ſcullion in bis new clothes. 
$le dime was N to think that he was 
going 
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going to be changed, and would ſoon reſemble 
the other fervants of Seydi Haſſan. 
The ſmell alone might have convinced him that 


he had made no advantageous change; but he 


could not follow out more than one idea at onde. 
Thus covered over with greaſe from head to foot, 


and wearing a dirty apron, he was ſent to ſcour 


the plates and kettles. For want of dexterity 
and practice, he bedawbed and blackened his 
face and hands, almoſt as ſoon as he began his 
work. ELL 5 
They brought him plenty to eat, and he then 
acquitted himſelf wonderfully well. They gave 


him new work to perform; and he haſtened to 


have done with it, that he might go and ſurvey 
himſelf in the -looking-glaſs. He was terrified 
at the figure he now made. He fled out of 
the ſhop, crying, My God, my God, I de- 
fired to be changed, but not-into either a priſoner 
or a ſcullion. However,” ſaid he, “this change 
might hinder my wife from knowing, and beat- 
ing me. Let me be gone.” — 2 

He ran ſtraight to his own doer, empty-hand- 
ed. Oitbha ſaw the hideous figure come in, and 
took up the ſtaff -to defend herſelf, and drive 
him away. By the voice end beard, ſhe ſoon 
knew it to be Xailoun; but the, then, only laid on 
the better; and with ſo much the more reaſon, 
as ſhe had nothing for ſupper, and he had brought 
no eatables with him. Oitbha put him to bed, 
and bore the ſcullion's dreſs back to Seydi. She 
there learned the circumſtances of her huſband's 
metamorphoſis. She returned home in ill humour. 
If Xuloun did not chooſe to go back to the cook, 
-he was to be ſent next day to ſeek out another 
maſter, from whom he might expect ſtill more 
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rigorous treatment; otherwiſe heſhould not have 
even ſtraw to ly upon. 8 
KXailoun ſet once more out, and wandered 
through the ſtreets of Bagdad, in ſearch of work, 
-and of a change. Nearby one of the principal 
-moſques, he obſerved a paſtry-ſhop. Here was 
till greater neatneſs, than in the eating-houſe in 
which he had lately ſerved. Thoſe who wrought 
the paſte, having their arms bare up to the el- 
bows, expoſed a fine ſhew of white, freſh, and 
plump fleſh, ſuch as Xailoun wiſhed to have 
Himſelf. The juicy diſhes of paſtry, to which 
they owed this hale, yet delicate appearance, were 
diſplayed in the tent before the door. They ex- 
Haled an odour ſufficient to prompt the appetite, 
even of a man who had been accuſtomed to fare 
better than Xailoun. He imagined that if he 
could fill his belly here for ſome time, .and em- 
ploy his hands among that luſcious paſtry, his ap- 


pearance would be entirely changed. He there- 


fore entered the ſhop, and very ſimply offered 
his ſervices to the paſtry-cook. He rather looked 
at him, than liſtened to him. The vigour of his 
conſtitution, which appeared from the exterior 
conformation of his body, gave an idea of him, 
as a man who might do a great deal of work. 
His ſervices were therefore immediately accepted, 
to his great ſatisfaction. The work required of 
Him was eaſy. He ate as much as he could hold 
of that excellent paſtry; and, in the evening, 
.carried home ſome good morſels to his wife. 

Oitbha was ſurpriſed to fee him return with 
his wages in that ſpecie. The reaſon is, that 
J am changed,“ ſaid Xailoun; and then went on 
to acquaint her, that he had engaged in a new 
trade, Oitbha was content, ſince he continued 
| 40 
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to work; and her huſband was at the height of 
his wiſhes; for he had not as yet been ſuffered 
to put his hands to the paſte; but it being now 
the month of Ramadan, he was ſent out, every: 
morning, with paſtry, to ſell in the ſtreets and 
fquares. They had taught him to diſtinguiſh. 
coins. He knew that he was to bring back. 
the ſame number of pieces of money, that he 
gave away of tarts; and he was accordingly: 
careful to give a juſt account. This was the ut- 
moſt length to which his abilities could go; and 


this was all that his maſter, as yet, required of 


him. But the time came, when trial was to be 


made of him in a taſk of a higher nature. The 


feſtival gave the paſtry- cook and the ſervants more 
to do than uſual. 'They began to want meal, 
becaufe the afs that had turned the mill was dead. 


Xailoun had not yet been nearly fo ſerviceable as 


this animal. His maſter ſaid to him, We are 


| almoſt without meal, and ſhall conſequently want 


pyes. I have loſt my labourer, and cannot, for 
theſe ſome days yet, procure another. Thou 
muſt change thy occupation, Xailoun, and make. 
meal for me; I ſhall take care of thee while thou 
art at work.” —© Let me only change,” ſaid the 
other; “ it was to change I came here. But ſhall 
I change my clothes too ??—* Well thought on,” 
replied the maſter : © When thou doſt the work 
of my dead ſervant, thou mult aſſume his dreſs, 
to be ſure.” KXailoun was happy to hear this.— 
“At laſt,” ſaid he to himſelf, I ſhall be really 
changed.” He was led to the miln-houſe; his 
eyes were blinded, and harneſs put upon his 
ſhoulders; and he was then bound by the arms. 
* Come,” ſaid the paſtry-cook, © march, march; 
pull the collar, and this will move of courſe.” 

WES __ Xailoun 
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"Nailoun made an effort, and the mill was moved. 


The work became a little leſs awkward, but was 
Mill very ſevere. Is it done ??.,cried Xailoun, 
new to the trade. No, no,” replied the paſtry- 
cook; “ go on, go on; thou dolt very well; 
the meal is good, and thou ſhalt have enough of 
it to lift.” 

To fift  faid Xailoun ; © this muſt be an- 
other change. So much the better; the preſent 
is not good.“ By this time, he was blowing, 
and all in a fweat. The paſtry- cook called to 
him to move on, and gave him not a moment's | 
relaxation. till dinner-time came. He was then 


Jlooſed, led out, and had his eyes uncovered. 


Food was to be given him next. But he was not 
now allowed to feed upon the paſtry. It was 
neceſſary that he ſhould have more ſolid eatables, 
to fit him for his work; and a difh of turkey- 
beans and onions, dreſſed with lintſeed- oil, was 
accordingly fet before him. He did not diſlike 
the change in general, but ſtill hoped to find his 


account in it. But the beans had 3 and the 


oil affected his throat diſagreeably. He was dy- 
ing of hunger, however; and there was a neceſ- 
ſity for his eating. Hardly had he done, when 
means to enable him to digeſt this unpleaſant 
meal, were again propoſed to him. 

N Come, Xailoun,” ſaid the paſtry-cook, c e 
muſt go on with grinding, atherwiſe the ſhop 
may be {hut up to-morrow.” One blinded poor 
Xailoun ; another put on the harneſs ; and thus 
was he yoked again in the mill. Having kis belly 
full, and ſwelled with wind by the nature of the 
food he had taken, and being fill fatigued from 


the effect of the morning's labour, he was ſoon 1 
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courage would overtake him. 
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puſfing, and all in a ſweat, and ſtood ſtill from 


« Come, then,” cried the cook; * march ! if 


thy courage fail, I mult inſpire thee, as I did thy 


predeceſſor.”  £©: Courage !” ſaid Tailoun to him- 
ſelf : “ what can this courage be? I ſhould per- 
haps be the better for it.” He ſtopped upon this, 
and uncovered his eyes, to ſee what they were 
going to give him. When he looked, he ſaw his 
maſter with a whip in his hand, which he was 
cracking in the air. No more was needed, to 
make him cover his eyes again, and go on with 
his work, without requiring any farther ſolicita- 
tion. He had ſeen enough to diſguſt him with 
courage, before he tried it. The work was at 


length at an end.  Xailoun was looſened from 


the yoke. He eagerly uncovered his eyes, went 
into the ſhop, and, finding the door open, made 
out, and ran ſtraight home, all mealy and har- 


neſſed as he was, with the ſwiftneſs of an arrow; 


dreading, every moment, that the mill-poſt and 

It may be eaſily conceived, that a man with a 
great beard, and covered all over with meal, ſo 
that the girths'with which he was harneſſed ſeem- 
ed to be of one piece with his clothes, could not 
be other than a very ſtrange figure. When 
Oitbha ſaw the ſpectre come in, and fit down 
with confidence beſide her, ſhe was 'at firſt af- 


frighted; but ſhe ſoon knew by his carriage who 


he was. What!“ ſaid ſhe, “ is it thou, great 
fool? Where haſt thou been to get thyſelf har- 
neſſed in this manner, inſtead of working with 
thy maſter to earn our ſuſtenance?“ With this, 
ſhe took up her ſtaff, and duſted his jacket. 
Xailoun ſtrove to calm the ſtorm. 4 You bade 
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me pray to God to change me. I have done ſo. 


I have been a priſoner, a ſcullion, and am now a 


mill-aſs.“ > ph a ict > 
Oh! thou great beaſt l ſaid Oitbha, while 
pity induced her to ceaſe from correcting him. 
She relieved him from his girths, ſhut the door 
upon him, carried the harneſs back to the paſtry- 


cook, and, reproaching him for having ſo abuſed a 


poor man's ſimplicity, made him give up Xailoun's 


upper garment, with the wages for his day's la- 


bour, and returned home. 115 if 
'The fatigue which he had undergone, the 
blows which he had received, and his indigeſtion 
from the ragout with the lintſeed-oil, kept. Xai- 
loun a-bed all the next day; nor did his wife preſs 
him to riſe. But on the third day, being her- 


Jelf conſtrained by neceſſity, ſhe was obliged to 


fend out her ſluggard of a huſband to work. 


© Come,” faid ſhe, thou muſt do thy duty. 
Return to any one of thy maſters who will have 


thee ; but if thou doſt not bring home ſome 
fruits of thy labour, thou muſt go ly in the ſtreet. 


Change thy conduct. As for me, I will never 


change.” | | 
«© Change my conduct!” faid Xailoun to him- 


ſelf; „ I would fain know how that can come 


about. When I go out into the ſtreet, for in- 


ſtance, I may paſs this way, or that way, but [ 
am ſtill conducted to the river. Let me ſee; if 


1 were to conduct myſelf in the country, inſtead 
of conducting myſelf in the town, I might per- 
haps do better. I daily atk of God to change me; 
but they make ſo much noiſe on the ſtreets of 


Bagdad, that he cannot hear me; but when I 


am in the open country, he mult hear, if he be 


Vailo un 
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 Xailoun accordingly. left the city, to fay his 
prayers" in the, country, in full aſſurance, that 
he might have enough of room, open ſouthward - 
of him, when he was there. 


At ſome diſtance from the city, a very wide 


| d6ot ſtanding open, invited him to enter a large 


garden. He ſaw on all fides, pear trees, plumb 


trees, pomegranate trees, —in ſhort, fruit trees of 


all different ſorts, bending under the fruits with 
which they were loaded. This place ſeemed to 


him the terreſtrial paradiſe. He was very fond 


of fruits, but had never eaten them at his will. 


This threw him into an ecſtaſy. 


Here, ſaid he, © is good feeding for a man. 


I remember, that when my wife bought our als, 
ſhe was lean and mangy. I mult put her to a 


good paſture,” ſaid my wife. She. did ſoz and, 
within fifteen days, the beaſt was fo changed, 


that I did not know her again. I am made u 


of fleſh and bones as well as ſhe; and if I could 
only ſtay here, the ſame thing mult rp to 


; me.” 


« The man to whow theſe fruits belong, can- 
not eat them all, ſurely. He will give me what 
I with; and I ſhall then change, as did our als. 


I ſhall not know myſelf again; for I am perſuad- 


ed, that if ſhe had looked on herſelf | in a glaſs, 


ſhe could not have known herſelf again.“ 


After theſe reflections, Xailoun advanced far- 
ther into the garden, and went forward, till he 


reached the place where the proprietor was 


mounted on a pomegranate tree, and throwing 
down pomegranates to his wife, which ſhe put 
into a baſket as the received them. Xailoun of- 

| fered 


* The Muſulmans turn to the ſouth, \ hen they ſay” ther 
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fered his ſervices. The gardener, looking upon 
his wife, made a fign to her, upon which ſhe 
accepted them. They made him climb up an 
apple tree, of which he gathered the fruit; not 
without eating, at firſt, almoſt az many as he 
gathered. The proprietor did not forbid him. 
He agreed to give him a ſmall ſum, as monthly 
wages, for doing ſuch work as they might have 
occaſion to employ him in. As to the ſum, he 
2608 underſtood nothing. The work, he ſuppoſed to 
1 be the gathering of. pears, apricots, and other 
+8 fruits, which he might eat at his leiſure. He 
4; 8G agreed, therefore, to all. They gave him ſome 
little things to do within the houſe, ſuch as he 
had been accuſtomed to when in the ſervice of 
the cook and the pye-baker.. For dinner and 
ſupper, he ate pilau with his maſter; all the 
day he ſtuffed himſelf with fruits, and was fully 
perſuaded that he ſhould foon be as entirely 
changed as his aſs. He was ſent from time to 
time to Bagdad, with two aſſes before him load- 
ed with fruits. The animals knew the way, ſo 
that Nailoun had not even the trouble of driving 
them. N . 

In the mean time, Oitbha lay in, and of con- 
ſequence could not take any trouble in ſeeking 
her huſband. Xailoun had not forgotten her: 
But he expected ſuch happy effects from his pre- 
ſent mode of living, that he was induced to 
wait till he ſhould be entirely changed, before 
he would viſit her. Unluckily, however, there 
was no mirrour in his maſter's houſe, in which 
he might obſerve the-progreſs of his transforma- 
tion. But the preſent ſatisfaction and hopes of 
Railoun, were to have an end. His maſter 
had two bulls waich he employed in the _ 
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of his farm. Xailoun led them out to the water 
every day. They were familiar with him, and 
he called them his companions. It happened 
one day, by chance, or perhaps by the fault of 
the leader, that one of the bulls fell into a ditch, 
and broke his neck. The gardener was angry; 
the work of his farm muſt be done; and he 
could not furniſh himſelf with- another, till the 
next fair. He therefore addreſſed Xailoun. 
« Well ! thou haſt loſt me one of my cattle; I 
cannot provide myſelf with another for ſome 
time. That the work may. be done, however, 
thou muſt change thy employment with me.“ 
«© Change!” replied Xailoun; “ this is what I 
daily aſk of God; it was for this he brought me 
here, I ſuppoſe.” —*©- In this caſe, fince thou art 
ſo willing, thou muſt aſſiſt thy ſurviving compa-, 
nion to-plough the remainder of my field.“ 
Xailoun had never gone out of the garden, and 
knew not what ploughing meant. He dithiked. 
his tattered clothes. Will you give me new 
clothes, then?“ faid-he to his maſter, —** Thou 
ſhalt have a full fuit,” replied the gardener, 
«from head to foct, my friend, in order that 
thou mayeſt be more comfortable.“ “ In this 
caſe,” ſaid Xailoun, “ I ſhall inſtantly lay afide- 
that which I now wear.” No,“ replied his 
maiter, “that which I am going to give thee, 
may very well be worn above the other.” FWO 
ſuits of clothes, one above another, feemed to 
Xailoun an undoubted change: he determined, 
therefore, that he would go ſhew himſelf to his 
wife in his new garb. The heat was at that 
time exceſſive, and flies and other inſects were 
extremely troubleſome to the cattle. The gar- 
dener took up half a dozen of goat - kins to cover 
| Xailoun 


223 ARABIAN TALES. 


* 


Tailoun from head to foot, leaving him only 
holes through which he might ſee and breathe. 
Al the reſt of his body was covered up. The 
idiot looked fooliſhly on; and, in his eagerneſs. 
for change, quietly ſuffered the gardener to do 
what he had a mind to. He was, immediately: 
after, yoked to the plough ; and the gardener, 
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11 cracking his whip, obliged him to move on, and 7 
4 Nj ef do the duty of an ox. When Xailoun heard the 
#480 whip. crack; although much leſs ſtrong than a: 5 
. bullock, he would have found ſtrength. He 4 
bo drew on his companion. But, in the courfe- =) 
1 . 4 5 
11 Wo of the work, the flies made cruet work up- =} 
"8 on both. Wherever they could: make their 
9 way to Nailoun's back, they treated him very [| 
49 harſhly. 7 - | 2 
. They were at length unyoked for dinner. 
* Had Xailoun durſt, he would have deſerted; | 
© but he dreaded the whip which the gardener [ME 
0 Y kept beſide him. His maſter bade him eat. His 
#78 hunger bade the ſame thing: But he was ſoon 2 
451. again bound in the yoke, When evening came, 
#280 they left their work. The gardener led his 9 
1 bull to the ſtall. Xailoun took advantage of the 1 
41 opportunity, gained the door, and fled in all} 
4 OY haſte to Bagdad, ſtill wearing the ſkins, which © | 
WES - were either bound down by the harneſs, or ſew- 75 
„ ed about him. He durſt not look behind; ſuck. | 
FLIY was his fear of being purſued, and of feeling the 3 
1 laſh of the whip. It was night, and the gates 5 
1 of the city were ſhut. The poor fugitive had no 
1 other place to retire to, but the burying- grounds 
1 without the walls. He laid himſelf down in the 
1 firſt that offered; and there, overcome as he was 
4 with the fatigue which he had ſuffered through 
39508 the day, he fell ſound aſleep. About fix o'clock |, 


ARAB IAN TALES. 239 


in the morning, he was ſuddenly awaked by the 
grave-diggers coming to dig a grave in the ver 
place where he was laid. The earth had been 
lately removed from that ſpot, by wild carnivor- 
ous animals, which had ſcraped it away, and 
had torn up and devoured a carcaſe, the bones 
of which, with ſome part of the fleſh, ſtill lay 
ſtrewed about. 1 8 9 5 
While the grave-diggers were talking about 
the ravages of carnivorous animals, one of them 
maintained, that theſe could not dig deeper than 
three feet in the earth; but that ſuch depreda- 
tions were rather the doings of evil genies, who 
came to devour the cold remains of the dead. 
In the mean time, one of them perceived poor 
Xailoun aſleep. The goat-ſkins which covered 
him, gave him ſo hideous an aſpeCt, that the 
grave-digger cried out, ® Ah! here is the evil 
genie.” At this cry, Xailoun awakened, and 
{ſat up on his breech. It was lucky for him that 
an emotion of terror had ſeized the beholders; 
and he had time to rife. His enemies would 
have been lefs alarmed, if they could have 
read, in his looks and countenance, the ter- 
rors with which he was ſeized, at the ſight 
of three iron ſhovels ready to knock him 
down; it was a ſight to work a proper effect up- 
on him. But his goat-ſkin maſk hid the emo» 
tions which were paſling under it; and while 
the grave-diggers ſtood with their arms in the 
air, fear gave him ſtrength. He ſprung forward 
like an arrow, paſſed through the midſt of them, 
and made off. h | 
Xailoun's adverſaries ſoon recovered courage, 
when they ſaw him act fo timid a part. The 
threw away their ſhovels, and ran after him, 
crying out, with all their might, © Here is the 


evil 
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evil genie, who eats the dead in theſe burying- 
places! Maul him! kill him!” The people ga- 
thered, and ran after the monſter, as ſoon as 
they ſaw him, crying out, as vigorouſly as fear 
would allow, The wicked genie who devours 
the dead!” The dogs joined in the purſuit; but 
the ſtrangeneſs of the animal kept them back. 
They followed, barking, but at ſome diſtance: 
he grave-diggers, finding themſelves impeded 
by the crowd, which thickened as they advanced, 
drove the dogs back, and ſaid, © Throw ſtones 
and ſticks at lim! But the idea of the power 
and wickedneſs, of the genies, took away their 
courage. The children were afraid of being 
ſwallowed up alive, by the wicked genie who 
ate dead carcaſes. | | 
In the mean time, the report of this appear- 
ance was ſpread through the whole city of Bag- 
dad. Kailoun, in his frightful diſguiſe, proceed- 
ed to his own. houſe. He entered, and the 
crowd preſſed in by the door after him. Here 
he was ſaluted by a dreadful and unavoidable 
mower of blows. Oitbha, who was the more 
intrepid, for being at this time a mother and a 
nurſe, no ſooner ſaw the frightful animal come in, 
than ſhe took up the ſtaff, which, ſhe knew to uſe 
with very ſuperior dexterity ; and, while her 
poor huſband, all panting from his. race, could 
not even articulate his own name, drove him 
out of the houſe. . He then fell into the hands 
of the gräve-diggers, who, taking him up with 
all his ſkins about him, carried him to priſon a- 
midſt the ſhouts of the populace; and the 
news was circulated from mouth to mouth, that 
they were carrying to priſon the wicked genie 
who infeſled the burying-places, and had enter- 


ed 
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ed Oitbha's houſe to devour her child. The jail-. 
or trembled with terror, at hearing what ſort of 
a priſoner they were bringing him, of whom he 
had alrcady heard thirty different deſcriptions, 
every one more frightful than another. This 
object of terror was at laſt preſented. One | 
of the grave-diggers had, by this time, taken off N 
ſome part of Xailoun's diſguiſe, and had diſcov- = 
ered, that he whom they purſued with ſuch fury, _ 
was only a man clad in goat-ſkins. But this 
made the criminal appear ſo much the more 
guilty, as having diſguiſed himſelf like a beaſt, 1 
and gone about devouring dead bodies and little 1 
ch <>) 4 45 1 | 1 4 

c Infamous wretch !” ſaid one of the * 5 3 
officers to him; “ Art thou poſleſſed by the de- bu 
vil, to prowl about the ſepulchres of faithful 1 
Muſulmans, and to eat their bodies? I! ſaid 
Xailoun,. who was by this time entirely ſtripped 
of his maſk; * I went not there to eat, but to 
ſleep; I indeed paſſed among the bones, but not 
one of them did I take up.” | 5 

All that ſtood by, were diſconcerted, and at 
the ſame time pacified, by the ſimplicity of Xai- 

loun's diſcourſe and carriage. "They put only 
one queſtion to him: © But, didſt not thou go 
into Oitbha's houſe to devour her child?“ 4 1? 
would not eat my own child; I went into my 
own houſe.” | | : 

Among the curious perſons at the door, were i 
three or four neighbours of Oitbha's. Theſe 1 
heard the account which the ſuppoſed wicked "= 
genie gave of himſelf. They aſked leave to en- 1 
ter, and knew Xailoun. They gave, at the fame 1 
time, ſo authentic an account of Xailoun's ſtupi- 
dity and goodneſs of heart, that the judge, who E 

W „„ had 9 
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had by this time come to inquire into the fact, 
ordered Xailoun to be carried back to Oitbha 
with all his ſkins about him. The wife was in- 
formed of her huſband's return, ſome moments 
before he made his appearance. She was great- 
ly concerned to think that ſhe had given him ſo 
bad a reception, and had occafioned his ſuffering 
ſtill worſe treatment. The ridicule of the 
adventure, was unavoidable. It would be 
known next day through all Bagdad, that Xai- 
loun was the ſuppoſed wicked genie who devour- 
ed the dead. She alſo regretted, that ſhe had 
given him ſo many blows with the ſtaff: for, 
this once, ſhe had treated him as a real enemy. 
When ſhe ſaw Xailoun, ſhe was ſeized with 
compaſſion for htm. She thanked the neigh- 
bours who had brought him back; and endea- 
voured to learn from him where he had been 
during ſo long an abſence, and how he had been 
To ridiculouſly metamorphoſed. | 
Xailoun, who had only one way of explaining 
himſelf, told her the reaſons which had induced 
him to leave the city, to go in queſt of a more 
advantageous ange; and explained how he 
had the misfortune to have been changed into a 
bullock, and then, without knowing how, into 
a wicked genie. | „ 
Oitbha knew that he was guiltleſs of lying; 
ſhe put him to bed, and dreſſad the contuſions 
which he had received, and the inflammation he 
had ſuffered from the ſtings of the inſects, with 
the greateſt tenderneſs. She then gave him food, 
and conſidered what ſhe ſhould do next day. 
Soon as it was light, as ſhe might not leave 
her child, ſhe put him in a baſket upon the aſs, 
| . h and, 
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and, in another, upon the oppoſite ſide, the ſkins 
and harneſſing belonging to the gardener. She 
then aſked the neighbours, who had — 
home her huſband on. the preceding evening, to 


accompany her to the houſe in the country, where mn 
Xailoun had been employed; and, putting on 1 
her veil, went along with them. „ 
| Arriving at the houſe of the gardener, ſhe ſe- 1 
verely reproached him for having ſo abuſed the Wm! 
ſimplicity of a Muſulman, as to humble him to 1 
the condition of a brute. She related to him, . 
what affronts her huſband had been expoſed to; * 380 
returned him his goat-ſkins and harneſſing, 1 
and demanded the wages which Xailoun had 440 
earned. Were it not for my huſband's ſake,” 1 
ſaid ſhe, © I ſhould carry you before the cadi. 1 
Think yourſelf happy that I am unwilling to- WF: 
make more noiſe about the affair.” The garden- 1 
er was confounded. He drew two ſequins out. 1 
of his pocket, which was four times as much. 1 
as the wages he had engaged to pay Xailoun. 1 
Oitbha would have refuſed what was more than 1 
her juſt due; it was a great ſum to her: but 1 
ſhe had two of her neighbours with her, and 1 


was not ill pleaſed that her neighbours ſhould be- 
lieve her huſband able to gain two ſequins in the 
month. The affair thus ended, ſhe took up- 
Xailoun's coat, and returned home: 

Five days paſſed without new adventures. 
In the interval, Xailoun recovered of his bruiſes... 
Oitbha then renewed her remonſtrances, with 
reſpect to the neceſſity of his changing, not in- 
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to a ſcullion, an ox, an aſs, or an evil genie. — 1 
but ſo as to turn himſelf to a life of labour, for 1 
the ſupport of his family. OY 1 
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As Kailoun had ſold pyes through the town, 
ſhe imagined that he might employ himſelf in 
ſelling earth for children“. She {ent him there- 
fore with the aſs to bring two baſkets full of that 
earth, and directed him to ſeil it through the 
tbwn, at ſo much for a certain meaſure. But, it 
Was neceſſary, in order to draw cuſtomers about 
him, he ſhould cry, “ Earth for children! Earth 
| For children!“ This was no long ſpeech to 
| make: the aſs, receiving a blow from the hand of a 
Oitbha, and Xailoun fittingaſtride upon the baſkets, 
| they proceeded, he crying furiouſly, * Earth for 
ü Children.“ For ſome time, all went well; but 
| the ſound of his voice became ſoon more faint ; 
the crier fell aſleep; and the aſs rambled at her 

pleafure tlirough'the'ftreets. She came at laſt to 
the banks of the Euphrates. She there drank at 
Her liſt and leiſure; after which, as her colt 
Had been left in the ſtable, ſhe returned inſtinc- 
tively thither; and was going in, with her burden 
upon her back. The door being too low, Xai- 
loun's head {truck violently againſt the lintel ; 
the noiſe was heard within the houſe; and the 
rider being thrown” down, awaked, and ſet to 
crying, Earth for children!“ while his noſe 
was bleeding, and his forehead ſorely bruiſed. 
Oitbha ſaw her huſband come in, and ſuſpected 
how matters had gone with him. . She waſhed 

his noſe with ſalt and water, and, at the ſame 
time, gave him a few blows. ©« Lazy wretch !” 

faid ſhe; „thou deſerveſt to be; beaten with a 

e Be i 1 Whip, 

* This is a fort of red friable earth, very dry, and of an a- 
4 greeable ſmell, which is uſed in Arabia. It is put under in- 
; Fants in the cradle, from_ their loing to their knees. A linen- 
cloth is laid upon it, and there is nothing more to ſeparate it 


from the body of the child. It imbibes moiſture 3 and prevents 
bad ſmells, and galling of the ſkin, | : 
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whip, like an aſs. Oh! thou ſhalt change, or L. 
ſhall give thee ſo many blows, as to make thee: 
forget all that thou haſt hitherto received. GG 
to the baker, the paſtry-cook, the eating-houſe, , 
or even the gardener. Go, aſk work from ſome 
one of thine old maſters. Any of them will take 
thee again; but come not back hither, without 
bringing ſomething to ſupport thee. I have no- 
room here for a {luggard. like thee.” Nailoun- 
was thus again turned out of the houſe, to ſeek. 
his fortune. He began to ſuppoſe, that, laſt: 
time, he. had not gone far enough from the city, 
to make himſelf heard by God, whom he conti 
nually implored to change him: For this time, 
he ſtrayed a ſhort way out through the country, 
till he came to a pile of ruins, which were the 
remains of a palace, that had been the abgde. of 
a very great man. As he amuſed himſelf with 
looking at the ruins, he perceived a kardouon- 
upon a heap of ſtones regularly laid together. 
The animal ſeemed to have its eyes upon him. 
c Ah! ah! couſin,“ ſaid he, “I thought thou 
hadſt lived in the city, and thou art here.“ 
The little animal ſeemed to reply by the uſual 
beckoning of irs head. Thou owe me well, 
continued Xaitoun:; . * thou underſtandeſt me. 
What hinders thee to- ſpeak ?“ The kardouon 
could only anſwer by its ufüal fign. “ Oh! 
thou makeft. me mad,“ ſaid Xailoun ; ipeak, _ 
or I ſhall throw a ſtone at . thee.” The kardouon, , 
waving its head, provoked the poor fool to throw 
the ſtone, upon which, the animal ran, to hide it- 
ſelf among the ruins.. 

Xailoun was piqued ; he thought that it was 


only out of malice the cafdauon held its tongue; 


aud. reſolved to ſeize it in the place to which it 
X 5 I had 
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had fled, and to force it to enter into converſa- 
tion with him. In a quarter of an hour, he had 
removed the ſtones, and cleared the ground. 


The kardouon had in the mean time retreated, 
as faſt as he could, ſtill farther out of the way. 
But Xailoun. was diverted from purſuing: him, 
by a new object of curioſity which now prefent- 
ed itſelf. 5 | "RT 
While purſuing the kardouon, he remarked a 
ſquare ſlab. of black marble, having a ring fixed 


in it. He laid hold of the ring, made an effort, 


and raifed the ſtone. He then perceived a flight 
of ſteps leading under ground. Ah! ah!“ 


ſaid he, © here is my couſin's houſe; I mult go ſee 


whether he be in it :”—ſo he defcended upon the 
ſteps. | 


The light penetrating into the ſubterraneous 


apartment by the opening which he had made, 


enabled him to diftinguiſh a number of urns dif- 
poſed in a row near the entrance. Theſe,” 


aid he, „are undoubtedly the pots in which 


my couſin keeps his proviſions. He uncovered 
one of them, and took out of it an handful of 
pieces of gold. He then went back to the mouth. 
of the cavern, in order to examine what he had in 
his hand by, the light. Not conſidering its hard- 
neſs or weight, and having never before ſeen mo- 
ney of this ſpecies, he fancied the gold coins to 


be nothing but carrots cut in pieces, and dried 


in the ſun, as he had ſeen his wife do with them, 
and ſuppoſed them to belong to his couſin, whom 
he believed to have concealed himſeif in the 
depth of the cave, whither the darkneſs hinder- 
ed him to adyance. Very well, couſin,” ſaid: 
he ;, “ either come out and ſpeak to me, me 


* 
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will take thy carrots, and carry them home to 
ar 1 5 | 2 

The kardouon not thinking proper either to 
anſwer, or to diſcover itſelf, Xailoun began to 
confider how he ſhould do, in order to carty a- 
way the carrots. He remembered, that when 
he was at home with his wife, a woman in their 
neighbourhood had once given them ſome prunes, 


and that his wife had filled his turban with them, 


after putting leaves about them, to keep them 


freſh. He obſerved ſome burdock leaves grow- 


ing near the mouth of the cave. Of theſe he 
gathered enow to cover the inſide of his cap, as 
he had ſeen his wife do; and then filled it with 


what he ſuppoſed to be carrots. | 
_ After this little adventure, in which he ſeem- 


ed to himſelf to have behayed with great wiſdom, 
he bade farewell to his couſin, and returned to 


Bagdad. By the Ways he tried to eat, if it 


were only one piece of the proviſions which he 

was carrying home to his aſs. He found it ex- 
ceſſively hard, and ſappoſed that his couſin muſt 
have good teeth, if he could eat ſuch food, with- 
out boiling it. At length, he reached his own 
houſe. Oitbha was ſurpriſed to ſee him return 
fo ſoon. Where haſt thou been?“ ſaid ſhe, 


What haſt thou got within thefe leaves? 


I have been to ſee my eouſin in his country- 
houſe,” ſaid he. He would not ſpeak to me: 
But I opened his. door, went into his houſe, put 
my hand into the pots in which he keeps his pro- 
viſions, and have e a quantity of his. 


earrots, which will make a good meal for our 
aſs; but they muſt be boiled, for they are very 
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While he was ſpeaking, Oitbha took the tur- 


han, and ſaw that what he called carrots were 


pieces of gold. She knew that her huſband 


could not have deſignedly ſtolen them, as he 
knew not what they were; but it was of impor- 


tance for her to know where he had found them. 


% Good !” ſaid ſhe, as ſhe went to lock up the 


contents of the turban, leſt ſome one might ſur- 
priſe. them, while ſhe held them openly in her 
hand. She then ſet XNailoun to relate his ſtory, 


without doing any thing to diſturb him, and. 


thus diſcovered that he had found out ſome hid- 
den treaſure. The place mentioned by Xailoun, . 
could not be above half a league from Bagdad. 
Enough of the day ſtill remained to afford her, 


time to go thither, and take advantage of what 
remained: and as the cave was {til} open, curious 


perſons might come about it, who had more pe- 
netration than her huſband. She determined to 
ſet out immediately, ſaddled the afs, put two 
bags upon her, made Xailoun ride behind, bought 
two loaves for him to eat by the way, and thus 
followed him to the houſe of his coufin. She 
found the mauth of the cave open, as Xailoun. 
had told her; and the urn, from which he had 
taken what he had brought home, ſtill uncovered. 
She made him bring the two bags, and filled 
them ſo as to load the aſs. Theſe Xailoun then 


brought out of the cave, and found them of con- 
ſiderable weight. While Oitbha was thus em- 


ployed, Xailoun was calling with att his might 


upon his couſin. The noife was diſagreeable to 
his wife; but ſhe ſaw that ſhe had no time to 


loſe. At laſt, ſhe left the cave, and the aſs was 

loaded. Then, with proper attention, ſhe made 

&aloun replace the tone upon the cave's mouth, 
| | and 
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and lay over it the ruins which he had 6 


ly removed. She then returned to her houſe, 
making him lead the aſs flowly on by the bridle, 
as ſhe Tad a good load. 

Oitbha carefully locked up the "OM ; for, ſhe be- 
ing a prudent woman, what he had brought home 
in the turban, was ſufficient to make her eaſy by 
degrees, yet ſo as not to draw the particular no- 
tice of any perſon upon them. Now, howeyer, 
inſtead of driving her huſband out of the houſe, 
as before, ſhe perſuaded, and even commanded 
him to ſtay at home. She gave him new clothes, 
and enough of food; but his clothes were {till 
of the ſame coarſe ſtuff as formerly ; and, al- 
though dreſſed in freſh clothes, he. did not yet 
think himſelf changed, which was what he in 
bis heart aſpired to, in order that he might not 
be any longer either ſcolded or beaten. 

However, his wife, wiſhing to make him good 
cheer, and not having yet hired a ſlave, ſent him 
out to buy meat, rice, and peaſe, with money 
'for each different article wrapped up ſeparately. 
He went to the butcher, and made his market 
there. He did the ſame for the rice; but he had 
forgotten the peaſe, and brought back the money 
he had received for them, with the other articles 
which he had purchaſed. I bade thee buy 
peaſe,” ſaid Oitbha; © go back quickly for them.“ 
« Peale ?” replied Xailoun, and wiſhed that he 
might not forget. But one of his comrades met 


him, and ſeeing him better clad, and in better 


caſe than ordinary, ſought to amuſe himſelf at 
his expence. “ So, fo,” faid he, © thou art 
better clad now, than when thou actedſt the evil 


genie, and plumper than when thou waſt uſed to 


prowl among the burying- places.“ Here was 
| | Railoun 
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Railoun again confounded, when his memory 
was thus refreſhed, with the cruelleſt incident in 


his life. © Did not my wife daily tell me,“ 


ſaid he to himſelf, .< I ſhould nevertheleſs. {till _ 
defire to change, that people might not every 
day come to tell me that I have been an aſs, an 
ox, an evil genie |—But,' what was I going to 
ſeek? It was—lIt was—It is—” But he could not 


recollect the name, peaſe, with all the pains he 


he could take. He thought at firſt that he could 
not return home, for ſhame, to aſk his wife, a- 


new, thoſe words which he found it ſo hard to 
remember. But he defired to eat of the meat 
and rice; and this was an incitement to make 
him venture. 


When Oitbha ſaw him return once more empty- 


handed, ſhe almoſt loft patience. But although 


ſhe had blamed his lazineſs as long as they had 
need for his induſtry, the could never blame 


him for his ſillineſs of mind. © T want peaſe,” 
faid ſhe; © doſt thou hear ?——Peaſe ; repeat 


peaſe all the way to the market; and if thou doſt 
not perform what I bid thee, I ſhall correct thee 
with a vengeance.” 5 
Xailoun, intimidated by this menace, went a- 
way, repeating continually, * Peaſe, peaſe.“ He 
aſſed a- corner of a ſtreet, where a merchant 


was ſelling pearls, and was announcing what he 


had to ſell, by crying out ſtoutly, ** In the name 
of God, Pearls!” Such as were curious, came 
up and examined his pearls, which he difplayed 
in open boxes. Xailoun's curiofity was moved 
by this new object, and he was at the ſame 
time anxious not to forget his leſſon. He put 


bis hand in the box, and continued to call loudly, 
- « Peaſe, peaſe!” The merchant, ſuppoſing that 


Xailoun 


c 


with all his might, *© That is not true.“ He went 
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Kailoun was mocking him, and that he meant to 


repreſent his pearls as falſe, ſtruck him rudely. 


« Why do you ſtrike me?“ ſaid Xailoun, “ Be- 
cauſe you inſult me,” replied the merchant: * Do 
you think me capable of impoſing upon the pub- 


lic?“ —© No,” ſaid Xailoun ; © but I was ſay- 
ing—And how ſhould I ſay, then?“ “ If thou 


wouldſt fay right, cry like me, © In the name of 


God, Pearls!“ “ Yes,” ſaid Xailoun, © I think 
that is what my wife bade me ſay ;” and accords 
ingly went on his way, repeating, as he paſled 


along, in a ſoft voice, “ In the name of God, 
Pearls.“ He happened to paſs by the thop of a 


man who had been robbed of ſome pearls. This 


manner of crying them, in a voice unuſually 


faint, appeared ſuſpicious to the merchant. © My 


thief,” ſaid he, © ſeems to know me. He lowers 


his tone at paſſing my ſhop.” Upon this bare 
ſuſpicion, he ran after Xailoun, and ſtopped 
him, ſaying, * Shew me your pearls.” NXailoun 


was confounded ; and this confirming the mer- 


chant's ſuſpicion, he ſeized him roughly by the 
neck, and called for aſſiſtance. A crowd gather- 
ed about the pretended pearl- merchant; and the 
accuſer at length diſcovered, that he whom he 
had ſeized and maltreated, was but a poor idiot. 
« Why didſt thou cry,” faid he, * that thou 
hadſt pearls to ſell?“—“ How ought I to cry, 


then?“ replied Xailoun.—“ That is not true,” 


ſaid the merchant not cliooſing to attend to him; 
„That is not true.“ | 


That is not true !” ſaid Xailoun; © let me 
try then, That is nat true let me try not to for- 
get it.” As he went on, therefore, he repeated 


On 


W 


1 „ err 
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Mache *. ( In 


on to where a man was chung 
the name of God, Machs,“ was 
urged by his uſual curioſity, and full of the laſt 


words that had been given him, came to put his 
hand in the bay like the reſt, ſaying, That ir 

not true.” The ſtout clown gave Xailoun a blow 
which made him ſtagger. It fits thee well,“ 
| ſaid he, to undervalue my goods, who have 


both ſown and gathered them myſelf,” “ I !? 
ſaid Xailoun; © I undervalue them not; I only 


ſpeak out what I ought.” —< Well,” replied. the 


country man, „ you-ought to ſay as F do: In 
the name of God, 


buſy caſting his net for two hours, and every 
minute Hanging his place, yet without taking 
any fiſhes. ailoun, whoſe attention was rea- 


dily caught by every thing, went to follow the 


fiſherman, repeating, that he might not forget 
the cry, In the name of God, Machs. 


Of a ſudden, before Xailoun had any ſuſpicion 
of what was the matter, the fiſherman, ſeemin 


as if he were ſpreading out his net, doubled the 
cord of it in his hand, ſeized the idiot, and, 
whipping him with ſeverity, ſaid, “ Aboming- 
ble ſorcerer ! ceaſe in the name of God to curſe 


my fiſhing.” | I 
©« 1a ſorcerer!” ſaid he; © here is another 
change!“ And, upon ſaying this, he wept. 


The fiſherman looked at. him, and ſaid, „“ If 


thou art not a ſorcerer, why doſt thou make me 


ſo 


* A ſort of ſmall lentil, that acts as a ſebrifuge, and is car- 


red to market only on certain days of the year. 


lis cry. Xailoun, 


Machs. Nailoun, that he 
might get home without meeting with any other 

bad adventure, ſet about repeating this new cry. 
He happened to be at this time upon the banks 
of the Euphrates. A fiſherman had been there, 


- 
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fo unſucceſsful in throwing my net?“ -“ It is . 
not I that make you unſucceſsful: I was bidden may 
ſpeak thus.” The fiſherman then imagined that 14 
ſome of his enemies might have engaged the 14 


poor ſimpleton to treat him as he did, that he 
might ſpoil his fiſhing, without expoſing himſelf. 
« T am ſorry, brother, that I beat you,” faid he 
to Xailoun. But you were wrong to ſay what 1 
you did; for, by that, you injured me, who had | 
done you no harm.“ -“ I with. to injure nobo- 
dy,” ſaid Xailoun, “ I only endeavour to recol- 


ject the words which my wife bade me ſay.“ 11 
Do you know them?“ —““ Yes, I do know {180 
them.” —* Set yourſelf down beſide me; and when _— 
I throw my net, you ſhall ſay, In the name of wlll! 
Hod, inſtead of one, ſeven of the largeſt and fineff bi 
F/bes.?—® I cannot think it was ſo long as that.“ "880 
—* So long! But not a word muſt be wanting: | 14 
I ſhall give you ſome of the fiſhes to carry home. [ N80 
with you; but remember, that not a word be 14% 
wanting.” Then the fiſherman again repeated, _ | 
ay, „ In the name of God, inflead of one, ſeven of jad 
the targe/t and feng NDet.” 4 hes 5 Will! 
Xailoun continued to repeat it with all his Wilt 
right, to hinder himſelf from forgetting it. 1 
Bat being ſtill afraid of being whipped, with the 14 
cord, * He will give me them,” ſaid he to him- +8 
felf, «were I only to do this: And no ſooner _ 19100 
did he ſee the fiſherman. employed in drawing 18708 
his net, than he cried with all his might, repeat- #180 
ing inceſſantly, © In the name of God, inſtead = 1 
of one, ſeven of the largeſt and fineſt fiſhes.” . 1 
He pronounced thoſe words amidſt a crowd 0 
of people; for the crowd, although he knew Wl 
not how, always attracted him. He was now 1" 
beſide a bier, in which the body of a cadi was 7 
VOL» Is * . convey.d. ; 
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«conveyed to the grave. The Mollahs who walk- 
ed about the body, were ſhocked at the horrible 
-imprecation which they heard. Profane 
 wretch,” ſaid they, dareſt thou to diſturb 
ſuch ceremonies as theſe, and thus openly to de- 
vote the greateſt men in Bagdad to death? Is 
\ It not enough, that he, whoſe body we are con- 
veying to the grave, has felt its force?“ | 
Kailoun was a good Muſulman, and had been 
taught to entertain great reſpect for the Mollahs. 
The air, and the tone of voice with which this 
Teproach was uttered, affected him more ſenſi- 
bly than the ſtrokes with the cord. He made 
off, trembling, and crying alond, © Ah f my 
God! my God! what ſhould I ſay then?“ - An 
old ſlave, who followed in the funeral proceſſion, 
took him by the ſleeve. © Thou ſhouldit ſay,“ 
Jaid the, © God preſerve his body, and ſave his 
ſoul.” —© Eh! Why did not they tell me ſor” 
Taid, Xailoun; and went away, repeatmg theſe 
words, till he was in a ſtreet through which they 
were carrying a dead aſs upon a cart. He fol- 
lowed the proceincn, crying out, * Gerd prijerve 
his bedy, and fave his ſoul ”” The people about 
the cart, exclaimed, © Ah! the profane, blaſ- 
phemous wretch! Ah! the infidel dog!“ and 
would have beat him with their hands or ſtaves. 
He ſprung from them, and fled away at full 
lpeed. 1 | 
The unlacky wight, Xailoun, ſaid to himſelf, 
all in tears, and beſprinkled with dirt, . Thou 
Haſt ſuffered a worſe change now, than when 
thou waſt an aſs, a ſcullion, an ox, and a wicked 
genie: Thou art a ſorcerer, and, what is worſe 
tEan all that, an infidel '' So ſaying, he wept, 
22 d durſt not return home, for fear of being 
Heaten; 
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beaten ; for he had entirely forgotten the words 


which his wife had directed him to ſay, and 
could carry nothing home. He knew not what 
to do. 


In this ſtate of perplexity, chance led him near 
the door of the houſe in which Oitbah's mother 
lived. There were a number of people ſtanding: 
about one of his wife's ſiſters, who was fick.. 
He being timorous of entering any where out of. 
the ſtreets, was diſcouraged by the fight of ſo 


large a company. He itood behind the door, 
and only thruſt forward his vifage. It is 


Xailoun,” ſaid his mother-in-law; and then ad- 


dreſſed him, “ What wanteſt thou, Xailoun ? 


A bit of goat's fleſh : e No.“ “ Some rice?“ 


— * . No. 6 Something to drink :“ —* No.” 


All the folks about, aſked, zone after another, 


what he would have, naming over Every eatable 
and drinkable they knew; but the idiot's anſwer 


was ſtill, No. Ah! bh ſaid the ſick woman, 
3 Kae what he wants; it is peate.!”- At. -: 


hearing this word, Nailoun, tranſported with 
joy, ran into the apartment, ruthed towards a 


ſoſa on which his ſiſter-in-law reclined, and "gy 


preſſed his gratitude with fuch violence, that, 


partly through furprize, and partly ee pain, 
ſhe fainted away. 


While all were eagerly employed in giving af- 
ſiſtance to the fick woman, the mother-in-law 
thus addreſſed Xailoun. Thou lubbard ! thou 


horſe thou ! What brings thee hither to kill my 
daughter? Peaſe, Peaſe, doſt thou ſay?“ —— 


Ves, peafe,” although rather confounded at 


hearing the word, lende &« What meancl} thou 
with thy peaſe? 
and he had at. the Pits time in his hand, the 


* 2 money 


Peaſe] my wife ſaid peaſez” 
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money which had been given him to pay for 

them, which he had carefully kept, amidſt all 

* unlucky adventures in which he had been 
engaged. 

Oitbha's mother now conceived that her 
davehter had ſent out the idiot to buy peaſe. 
There was a perſon who fold peaſe near the 
door; ſhe pointed out the ſhop to KXailoun. 
* Go. there,” ſaid ſhe, and aſk for peaſe.“ 
The dealer took the money, and gave the peaſe. 
Xailoun ran home rejoicing, and ſet Ius purchaſe 
down upon the table. So much had it coſt him 
for forgetting the name, that he determined to 
keep it all his life upon his tongue's end. 

Oitbhano longer thought of boilingthepeaſe for 
that day. Sheendeavoured to learn from Tailoun, 
what had become of him for ſo long a time. 
| He gave her a confuſed account of his adven- 
tures, complaining bitterly that he had been ta- 
ken for a ſorcerer and an infidel, while he was 
only ſeeking peaſe. The only thing that was 
clear; in all his narrative, was, that his wife 
had a ſiſter who was fick, and that Xailoun had 
been at her mother's bouſe. Oitbha was grieved, 
to think that ſhe could not hinder her huſband 
from running into ſo many ridiculous adven- 
tures. But, till ſhe might prudently employ 
ſome part of her riches this way, ſhe reſolved 
to walt yet ſome time with patience, and to keep 
him as much as poſſible out of the way of new 
acqdents. 

Next day, Oitbha Eno to go to ſee her 
ſiſter who was ſick. She ſuckled her child, and 
left Xailoun to rock him, if he ſhould eee and 
cry : if the aſs were thirſty, he was to give her 
water; and he was carefully to feed a hen which 

they 
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they had clucking. Be careful to keep the 
door ſhut,” ſaid ſhe; © thou mayeſt fall aſleep, 
and thieves may come in to rob us.” After giy= | 
ing him all the inſtructions ſhe could, ſhe went 
her way, leaving him a plentiful breakfaſt, 
- Xailoun did the firſt part of what he had, been 
bidden, with ſufficient diligence, and after that 
took a nap. The child awaked, and cried ; he 
rocked him in the cradle; and thus far every 
thing went wonderfully well. As he had no- 
thing better to do, he employed his attention 
upon the objects about him. The hen ſeemed 1 
very uneaſy, and was every now and then lift- We 
ing up her foot, and ſcratching her head with 
it. This poor creature is troubled with lice,” 
ſaid Xailoun, © and ſo am I; my wife combs 
me; I ſhall do well to comb the hen.“ ; 
He aroſe, ſeized the comb and the hen, and. 14 
endeavoured to catch the little inſects that he. | ll | 
ſaw ; but the hen ſtruggled, and her head ſlip- 1 0 4 
ped from under the comb. He then conceived, 1 
that it might be eaſier to kill the poor beaſt's: 
enemies with a great pin, with which, as he did "1180 
not go ſoftly to work, he pierced her ſkull; and 790 
the hen inſtantly died. Xailoun was ſtruck with Wl 
conſternation when he ſaw that he had killed 1} 
her, but was {till more grievouſly mortified when | 
he found her eggs cold. To complete his per- 1 
plexity, the aſs began to bray. Oh!” ſaid he, 1 
at preient I have not time to draw water for Wl 
thee. Thou canſt carry me fafe to the river We 1 
when I am on thy back; go thy way thither 1 
without me.“ 80 ſaying, he opened the door, | 
let out the aſs, ſhut it again; and the aſs, with 
her colt, trotted away through the {treets of 
Bagdad. 2 | | 
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The good man then went up to the cradle 
with a great earthen plate, in which were the 
hen's eggs, and ſat down upon the eggs. It was 
poſſible for him to fit upon them without break- 
ing them, but not unleſs he very cautiouſly kept 
his balance. The child awaked; he rocked it, 
without changing his poſture. He rocked it a- 
gain; but rocking was now to no purpoſe. It 
was hunger made it cry; and only food could 
pacify it. Xailoun was, at bottom, a good- 
Hearted man, and knew no greater diſtreſs than 
hunger. Poor little creature!“ ſaid he, © thou 
wilt die if milk is not given thee; thy mother 
has not yet come back: but I ſhould ſurely have 
milk; I have as large a throat as ſhe.” He then 
opened his veſt, took the child, and, without 
riſing from the eggs, laid it to his breaſt as a 
nurſe would have done; and his beard hung al- 
moſt entirely over it. The infant, being at firſt 
deceived, ceaſed crying; and applied its lips to 
the-dry breaſt preſented to it. Xailoun was de- 
hghted, and rocked it in his arms, as he had 
feen his wife do. He tried alſo to fing; and 
then ſaid, My wife wiſhes me to change: ſhe 
muſt be ſurpriſed indeed, to fee me changed in- 
to a nurfe and a clucking hen.” In the mean 
time, the child, not finding what inſtin& prompt- 
ed him to ſeek, became impatient, began anew 
to cry, and would not be tilled. | | 
- Xailoun was ſtill more and more perplexed ;: 
but his- embarraſſment was ſoon: at its higheſt 
pitch. His wife knocked at the door; and was. 
already in no good humour. She had found the 
aſs and her colt; and ſuppoſed that Xailoun had 
been more than negligent in acquitting himſelf 
of his commiſſions. Open!“ ſaid ſhe.—“ L 

| cannot,” 
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cannot,” replied Xailoun : © I am clucking; I 
am nurſing.” The ſturdy Oitbha took up a ſtone, 
threw it —_— the door, and forced the lock; 
She then ſaw the ridiculous poſture Railoun was 
in. But, however angry ſhe might be, her duty 
as a mother commanded her firſt emotions. She 
took the child from him, and held it to her own 
breaſt. Then caſting an angry look on Xailoun, 
and on all about him, ſhe ſaw the hen dead be- 
| fide him. Who killed that hen?“ —““ I was 
combing her.”—* Where are the eggs?” —* I 
am clucking them.“ 

At theſe two new proofs of fatuity, Oitbha 
loſt all patience. She gave him a blow with her 
hand that remained free. Riſe, idiot!“ ſaid 
ſhe; © had any of our neighbours come in with 
me, what think you would have been ſaid? Are 
not you already ſufficiently a ſubject of ridicule 
to the whole city?“ 8 

The blow, although none of the heavieſt, 
made Xailoun loſe his balance, and cruſh the 
eggs. He perceived what had happened ; and, 
fearing that the miſchief might recoil upon him- 
felf, fell to one fide with his arm under him up- 
on the ground, and began to cry like a child. 
© Get up, beaſt!” ſaid his wife, threatening 
him. Kailoun then aroſe, and turned about; ſo 
that Oitbha could not avoid obſerving the effects 
of his new exploit. 8 1 

Oitbha regretted not the loſs of either the hen 
or the eggs. But ſhe was anxious to find ſome 
means, by which her huſband's fatuity might ei- 
ther be removed or concealed. The firſt great 
point was, to keep him within doors. He was 
her huſband, the father of her children: by his 
means, had ſhe become miſtrefs of a fortune, 

c 1 Which, 
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which, without his aſſiſtance, ſne could not turn 
to ſufficient advantage: ſhe did not want reaſons, 
therefore, to induce her to take care of him, and 
to keep him out of the way of thoſe diſgraceſul 
adventures which his curioſity and imbecility of 
mind continually expoſed him to. | 
She did what ſhe could, therefore, to kia 

him about her, fed him welt, and had recour 8 


to kindneſs and threatenings alternately, to press 


vent him from renewing his habits of idle ftrol, 
ling. But the propenſity ſhe ſought to overcom 
was invincible. Xailoun, ftill occupied with thy 
defire of change, the only idea wiftch his vacanf. 
mind could entertain, watched his opportunite} 
and ſtole out, whenever he faw himſelf unobſerys 
ed, in purſuit of means to accompliſh his met 
morphoſis. I have aſked God to change me; 
but he has not heard my prayer, neither 1n, nor 
out of Bagdad. It is perhaps my fault, and not 
his. Was I not always told, that a Muſulman 
ought to turn to the ſouth when he ſays his 
prayers? I muſt then go ſouthward, in ſearch 
of God: then, he mutt furely hear me.” 

Making theſe reflections, he went out of the 
city; and, having travelled a good way, came 


within ſight of a diſtant foreſt. Let me go 


ſee that great garden; I may eat my bellyful of 


fruit in it at teifure:; it is larger than that in 
which I formerly was, and muſt contain much 
more fruit: by eating a great quantity more, I 
may perhaps be changed ; for, though not a jack- 
als, I am however feth and blood as well as our 
aſs” Xailoun had exerted the whole force ok 
his underſtanding in this rea benen When he 
entered the foreſt, he was aſtoniſhed at the 
height of the trees, but could ſee no fruit. Ad- 

vancing 


ARABIAN TALES. 26s 


| vancing farther through the wood, he heard a 
noiſe; he ran towards the place from which. it 14 
ſeemed to come, with his uſual eagerneſs. He 4 
was ſoon in the midſt of a troop of robbers, who "Mi 
were employed in the diviſion of ſome. plunder 1 
which they had lately taken. The robbers ſeiz- i 

e him, and deliberated among themſelves, whe- - ng 

Aer they ſhould cut off his head and feet. Ah! | 1 

y God: my God! do you intend to change "RA 

| ae into a dead man?“ They had not come to 14 

, be determination, before one o the robbers came 

4 ; 1 up, at full gallop, and informed his comrades, 

tthat he had ſeen a company of armed cavaliers 

enter the woorl. The robbers, in a fright, left 
Xailoun and their booty; mounted their horſes, . 
and rode off with all ſpeed. 

The idiot's fear being thus removed, his curi- Ji 
of Ity returned. He had begun to amuſe himſelf bi | 
with opening the parcels they h:d left, in order 180 
to ſee what was within, when. a part of the {Wi 
company who were in purſuit of the robbers, | 

ſurrounded and ſeized him, in the ſuppoſition 
that he was one of the band. They bound his 
hands, gave him abuſive language, and carried 
him to a priſon in Bagdad. He was put into | 
the jailor's hands, as one of a party of robbers . 10 
who had done conſiderable miſchief; and thoſe 11 
who brought him in, declared that key would 
ſoon find his comrades. © Run to the ſouth FP? Wl. 
ſaid Xatloun to himſelf, © and there be changed af 
into a robber! Afluredly, whatever may have 1 
been told me, God is not there. But I was not "il 
long an aſs, an ox, or an evil genie; and I ſhall ah 
not remain long a robber.” | 1 

While he was making this \clrevlin in the Wl 

dungeon in which he was confined, he happened 
ts 
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to draw the curioſity of one, whom guilt, rather 
than misfortune, had brought into the ſame ſtate 
of confinement. This man's name was Fetah, 
a notorious robber, who had been generally 


dreaded. He had been ſurpriſed, on the pre- 


ceding evening, in the commiſſion of a robber 

of conſiderable magnitude. Fetah had long been 
known to the officers of juſtice. He had been 
repeatedly taken, but had always found means 
to eſcape ; and when Xatloun was. brought into 


his company, he was anxiouſly contriving ſome 


new expedient to extricate himſelf, Fetah.view- 
ed his comrade, by the light of a lamp which 
faintly illuminated the priſon. He immediately 
addreſſed him, and inquired into the circumſtan- 


ces of his impriſonment. Xailoun, who wanted 


only opportunity to talk, told him, that having 

4 4 ' ' . . 
gone to the ſouth to aſk God to change him, ui 
order, that his wife might no longer beat or con- 
fine him to the houſe, he had been all of a fud- 

changed into a robber. 
den changed int vb 

Fetah was pleaſed with this opening of their 
acquaintances z it promiſed well for his views. 
He ſaw his companion to be an idiot, for whom 


he might, with great eaſe, lay fome fucceſsiul 
ſnare. In an hour's time, he faw perfectly into 


Xailoun's character; and, ſrom the conſidera- 
tion of what he had done, and how he had rea- 
foned through the whole couiſe of his life, as well 
as from his fantaſy of wiſhing to be changed, 
conceived the project of transforming himielt in 

ſuch a manner, as he might make his eſcape. 
Fetah, to diſguiſe himſelf in eaf2 he ſhould be. 
taken in the commiſſion of his laſt act of robbery, 
had blackened his beard and hair, aud commu- 
nicated a duſcy Rue to his eye-brows, which 
| were 
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were naturally of a very fair colour, as were alſo 
Xailoun's hair and eye-brows. The robber, 
while he thus diſcoloured his hair, had equally 


diſguiſed the natural complexion of his ſkin ; ſo 
that he now reſembled, rather a negro than an 
Arab. His countenance was naturally ruddy, 
and ſo was Xailoun's. Fetah, therefore, con- 


trived to waſh himſelf, to beſmear Xailoun with 


| lamp-black, and by perſuading him to change 


clothes, to effect a complete metamorphoſis. 


“ Brother,” ſaid he to Xailoun, “ you were 


in the wrong to go to the Touth in ſearch of God. 
His, palace is every where. For my part, if I 


choſe to pray with you, and you were willing 
to change with. me, we need only to pray here, 


and the thing would be inſtantly done, without 


trouble; you ſhould no longer be yourſelf, but 


me. Could you then be taken for a robber ? or 
would your wife, after that, dare to beat you?“ 


« You are very black,” ſaid Xailoun ; “ ſuch 


nearly was my aſpect, when I was changed into 
a'ſcullion ; but my wife beat me nevertheleſs.” 


« You diſlike this colour, then ?”-—* No,“ fail | 
Kailoun.—“ You hall ſee,” ſaid Fetah, © that 
it is very eaſy to obtain one different. You need 


only to pray well. Let us turn our backs upon 
one another. Seek you God upon the ſouth, 1 


ſhall turn to the north, and we ſhall both find 


him. Let us both aſk, in a low voice, to be 
changed; I ſhall tell you when the change has 
taken place.” Xailoun eagerly obeyed. Fetah 
dipped a handkerchief in his pitcher of water, 
and dexterouſly wiped off all the blackening from 
his hair, beard, and features. He then applied 
lamp-black to a tin veſſel in which his food had 
been brought to him, and at the fame time ſtain- 
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ed his hands; after which, turning ſuddenly, he 
ſaid to Xailoun, © Am I changed or not? Do 
you find me the fame I was before?“ Nailoun 
was confounded ; for Fetah's figure was naturally 
handſome enough. © What!” ſaid the idiot, 
« ſhall I change as you have done?“ “ Yes,” 
ſaid Fetah, if you allow me to mark my features 
upon your face.” Xailoun conſented ; and, in 
a moment, Fetah made him blacker than he him- 
ſelf was. This is not all,“ ſaid he; “ we 
mult alfo change clothes; and mine, you ſee, are 
e N new.” Thus was Xailoun transformed. 
etah wiſhed to convince him, that the change 
was entirely for his advantage. You ſhall ſee 
now,” ſaid he, © how you are to be ſerved here. 
I hear the doors open; the turnkey 1s coming 
in: give him this piece of money; and, in a 
firm tone of voice, bid him get you ſome pilau, 
and a ſhoulder of mutton to your dinner.“ 
Xailoun, being accuſtomed to repeat whatever 
was ſaid to him, delivered the piece of money 
without looking on it, and, at the ſame time, 
the order that had been put in his mouth to the 
turn-key. The latter perceiving, by the light of 
the lamp, that it was gold he had received, ſa- 
luted Xailoun in reſpect to his money, and went 
to acquit himſelf of his commiſſion. 
While Xailoun enjoyed the ſatisfaction of be- 
ing changed ſo as to command reſpect, and Fetah 
the hope of eſcaping by means of his artifice 
oppoſite meaſures had been reſolved upon with 


reſpect to the fate of theſe two priſoners. The 


Caliph, learning that the famous Fetah was taken, 
ordered him to be led out of the city, and there 
to undergo, in all its rigour, the puniſhment to 
which he had already been ſentenced. | 

IG On 
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On the other hand; ſome of the robbers with 


whom Xailoun had confounded himſelf, had by 


this time been taken, and interrogated with re- 
ſpect to him. They were aſked, who he was? 
They unanimouſly depoſed, that he was a filly 


idiot, whom they had frightened for their diver- 


ſion. It was therefore determined, that he ſhould 
be forthwith ſet at liberty. A judge went to the 
priſon, and ordered the idiot to be brought be- 
fore him. The jailor came, and ſtriking Fetah on 
the ſhoulder, ſaid, Come, thou idiot, thou art 
going to be diſcharged.” Fetah followed. — 
© Go,” ſaid the judge to him, ““ go home, poor 
man; and, if you poſſibly can, be leſs fooliſh in 
future.” | 

« Bring Fetah,” ſaid the judge. The jailor 


went then to Xailoun. “ You have not time to 


finiſh your ſhoulder of mutron, friend. 'The 


judge aſks for you. The remains muſt be mine. 


But this ſignifies little to you. If you have any 
other pieces of gold about you, you may give 
them to me; your buſineſs will ſoon be done; 


and in a little, you ſhall need nothing in this 
world.” | : 


Xailoun heard the jailor with an air of inſenſi- 
bility. He had ſeen his comrade treated as an 


idiot, and now heard himſelf addrefſed in a quite 
different tone. He was beſides aſſured of what 
he was perfectly willing to believe, that he ſhould 
toon want for nothing. However, he did not 
offer to move. . 

«© March !” ſaid the jailor: © Let not me have 
the trouble of dragging you out by force; but 
come away with good will.” —““ J?“ replied Xai- 


loun; “I ſhould be _ to give you trouble; I 


come.” The jailor looked at him, and ſaid, 
EL . 
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& Follow me.” —Xailoun obeyed like a child, and 
was conducted to the judgment-hall. The judge 
then ſpoke : © Fetah, hear your ſentence read.“ 
The clerk inſtantly began to read a liſt of crimes 
which were fully -pr6ven, and for which the 
criminal was condemned to the extraordinary 
puniſhment of being hanged on a gibbet without 
the city. © Who is he has done all this?” ſaid 
Xailoun, Does that paper not mention that I am 
changed? I am changed however, you ſee.” The 
judge not knowing Fetah's perſonal appearance, 
ſuppoſed that he was acting the idiot, of purpoſe to 
eſcape puniſhment; and ordered him nevertheleſs 
to begone towards the place of execution. Oitbha 
had not remained eaſy in her huſband's abſence. 
She had thought of all the various accidents which 
were liable to befal a man of his character. She 
never ſuſpected him to have gone out of Bagdad. 
He might be drowned in the Euphrates; he might 
have involved himſelf in ſome quarrel ; and, in 
coniequence of gettmg himſelf wounded, might 
have been carried to the hoſpital. She had al- 
ready been through the whole city in ſcarch of 
information about him. 

She went at laſt to the priſon, where ſhe was 
told that an idiot had juſt been diſmiſſed from 
confnement. She returned home; but not find- 
ing Nailoun, was ſtill more alarmed, and went 
back to the priſon. 7 

Here ſhe was told, that a notorious robber, 
named Fetah, was juſt led out tos puniſhment. 
| He went bareheaded; but ſhe could not, for this, 
know him the more readily. The deception was 
rendered compiete, by the blackening of his hair, 
face, beard, and whole perſon, and by the change 
df his dreſs. In the gait and attitude of the fi- 

gure, 
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gure, however, and in his gawky practice of ſtop- 
ping, as he went“ along, to gaze about him, 


there was ſomething that reminded her every 
moment of Xailoun ; and ſhe could not help fol- 


lowing the train. A new incident ſoon convin- 


ced her, that it was undoubtedly he. As he 
was going out of Bagdad, Nailoun obſerving 
a kardouon upon a pile of ſtones near-by, ſtop- 


ped ſhort, and addrefſed it. Ah! good-day, 


couſin ! They bade him go on; but he replied, 


« that he wiſhed to ſpeak to his couſin, and' to. 


know whether he thought him changed.” The 
judge and the guard were aſtoniſhed at this act 
of ſtupidity, whether real or feigned. But 
Oitbha, that moment lifting her veil, fell at the 
judge's feet. My Lord, this is not Fetah, but 
an innocent creature who never did 1ll to any 
perſon. It is my poor huſband, the filly Xailoun, 
who, out of his exceſſive ſimplicity, has ſuffered 
ſome one or other to diſguiſe him in this manner. 
Permit me to make him clean, and we ſhall find 
people here who know him.” 
© Come, wretch !” ſaid Oitbha then to Xai=. 
loun, in that tone of authority which ſhe knew 
ſo well how to aſſume with him: Where haſt 
thou been, to get thyſelf difguiſed in this man- 
ner?“ % The other who was with me, 
changed me thus.” —* Art thou not aſhamed to 
have ſuffered thyſelf, after ſo many ridiculous 
changes, to be at laſt changed into a robber, ta 
expoſe thyſelf to death?“ Ns | 
Xailoun made no reply; but ſuffered his wife: 


to wipe away, with a handkerchief, the blacken- 


ing that was upon his face and hair. The child- 
ren who lived near the priſon; began to cry, 
Ah! this is the genie who deyoured dead car-: 

| 2 2. caſes !“ 
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caſes!” And, in the mean time, one of the ca- 
valiers who had taken him, came up to the judge, 
and aſſured him, that this was not Fetah the 
robber. I took him myſelf, my Lord; I had 
him three days in my cuſtody, and ſhould ſurely 


know him. This man is no other than the idiot 


whom we found in the wood ſome days ſince, 
and whom you ordered to be ſet at liberty. Fe- 
tah muſt have had the addreſs to change places 
with\him.” = 

The judge was now ſatisfied, but could only 
Tuſpend the execution, till he ſhould have given 
the Caliph and his ſuperiors an account of what 
had happened. He therefore ſent Xailoun back 
to priſon. Oitbha followed. Her firſt care was, 
to ſend for new and ſuitable clothes, and to make 
him put oif thoſe by which he had been expoſed 
to death and * She then paid the jailor 
nobly, before hand, for the care which ſhe re- 


commended to him to take of Xailoun, till the 


order for his deliverance ſhould arrive. The peo- 
ple about the priſon ſaid, Happy idiot!“ As 
to Xailoun, a change of dreſs would have been 
agreeable to him upon any other occaſion ; but 
fince his wife knew him, and he was now apain 
in danger of being ſcolded and beaten, the me- 
tamorphoſis that produced this effect, could not 

give him pleaſure, | 
The order came to ſet Xailoumat liberty, and 
Oitbha carried him away with her. It cannot be 
ſuppoſed that ſhe would treat him very gently, 
either by the way, or in the houſe. It was neceſ- 
ſary to impreſs him with fear, that he might be 
hindered from ſtrolling abroad in ſearch of new 
adventures. It was impoſſible, however, to di- 
veſt him of his reliſh for theſe, or to make him 
reaſon 
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reaſon otherwiſe than he had been accuſtomed to 
do. W 


In order to ſee an end of the ſcolding, ROW ae” 


and confinement which he had ſuffered, it was 
neceflary that he ſhould be changed; but the 
change could only be effected by the operation of 
God, whom he had hitherto ſought, without 
finding him. * God,” ſaid Xailoun to himſelf, 

is not inferior to a vizier; now here is a vizi- 
er's palace ao us; people go to him, and 
ſpeak to him: I, in the ſame manner, will go 
to the palace of God, and ſpeak to him.“ 

He one day found means to make his eſcape, 

and went about aſking every body where the pa- 
lace of God was. He was directed to a moſque.. 
It is not here,” ſaid he: Here prayers are 
put up to Mahomet, for the Muſulmans.“ He 
went on repeating his queſtion, till hg came with- 
in the vicinity of the Caliph's palace. One of the 
guards obſerved him. He found means to make- 
Xailoun explain what favours. he defired to ob- 
tain; and it occurred to him; that, the Caliph. 
might perhaps receive ſome amuſement from the 
character and wiſhes of the poor ſimpleton. 

«© Come,” faid he to Xailo un, L will take 
you to the place you afk. for.“ —“ And ſhall I 
{peak to God:?“ “ Yes, you an ſpeak to him, 
and ſhall ſee bim face to face.“ 80 ſaying he led 
him into the palace, made him bt. down, and, 
bade him wait till he ſhould return. 

Although Aatloun was only in the outer court 
and in the apartment of an inferior officer, ev ery. 
thing already appearcd to him very fine. But 

when the lifeguard-man carried him through the 
courts znd apartments og ng to the divan, he 
cricd out inceſſantly, © The palace of God, ah 
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how fine!” When he ſaw the Caliph on his. 
throne, he was abſolutely dazzled and confound- 
ed. His conductor took him. by the arm, and 
made him advance. © Here he is,” ſaid he; 


4 proſtrate yourſelf before him, and ſpeak to his. 


3 1 5 

„ What ſhall I ſay ?“ ſaid Nailoun.—““ Aſk: 
him to change you, and tell your-reaſons.” We 
ſhall not here put down Xailoun's ſpeech. He 
was ſo overpowered. with confuſion and aſtoniſh- 
ment, that it wanted, even its. ordinary portion of 
good ſenſe. His wife, his houfe,. the ſtreet in, 
which he lived, the blows. he had borne, his hav- 
Ing been ſucceſſively changed into an aſs, an ox, 
a ſorcerer, a nurſe, a. hen, and a, robber within 
an inch of being hanged-:- all theſe particulars: 
were confuſedly intermixed through his narrative, 
with the help of his. introducer, who led him on. 
from. one part.of the detail to another. He ended 
at length with ſaying, once for all, © My God,, 
ſince you underſtand me, change me; but in ſuch 
a. ſhape that my wife may not know me again: 
Change me better than you changed our aſs, for 
ſhe is {till forced to bear ſome blows.” Haroun, 
Alraſchid could hardly help laughing. However, 
the Caliph reſtrained hynſelf, and commanded, 
the lifeguard- man to conduct Xaileun into an a- 
partment, where he might. be immediately chan-. 


ged. Had he not been at a. diſtance from the: 


Caliph, he would have thrown himfelf at his feet, 


and in his awkwardneſs might. have bruiſed him. 


But he was without the balluſtrade which ſur- 
rounded the throne. ; | 

The eunuchs conducted him into an apartment; 
where a plentiful repaſt was immediately ſerved. 


up before him. The diſhes were ſuch as he had, 


never. 
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never before ſeen or taſted. - This circumſtance 
ratified his. turn for novelty, and rendered them 
| 1 much the more agreeable to him. He found 

every thing excellent, and freely indulged his ap- 
petite, thus convinced as he was, that man can be 
changed by nothing but good cheer, ſince God 
himſelf, in his own palace, employed no other 
means, Exquiſite wines were added to aſſiſt the 
effects of this good cheer. He knew not what 


thoſe were, but he gladly indulged in the plea- 


ſure of drinking them.” A liquor, powerfully nar- 
cotic, had been previouſly intermixed; it. ſoon be- 
gan to operate; and, before he could riſe from 
the table, he fell ſound aſleep. | 


The ſlaves, who had been waiting for this, 


immediately took him up, bathed him, ſhaved 
him, and cleared away every hair that was on his 
body. They next brought. from the ſeraglio an 
old female ſlave, who was ſkilled in the prepara- 
tion of pomatums, paints, and the whole appara- 
tus of the toilet. With her balſams ſhe could 
communicate freſhneſs. and fragrance even to 2 
dead ſkull. Xailoun paſſed through her hands, 
and came from under them all bright and freſh as 
a roſe, and having a ſoft down upon his ſkin. A 
ſingle treſs of beautiful fine hair, bound up in 
graceful negligence, now adorned. his head, in- 
ſtead of the brown ſtunted ſcratch with which it 
had been before covered. So much of. his eye- 
brows had been left, as formed two fine arches ;. 
and theſe were ſoon tinged with the ſame colour 
as the hair. A iky-blue jacket was put upon his 
body, and left open before, ſo as.to.diſcover his 

neck and breait, the veins of which were painted. 
blue, ſo as to ſhed a ſoft luſtre over the white 
neſs of the reſt of the ſkin ; he wore, at the ſame: 


time, 
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time, a ſtomacher richly ſet with precious 
ftones in the form of a ſun; a ſtring of pearls 
adorned his neck, which was naturally a very 
fine one; his feet were ſhod with rich buſkins; 
a ſplendid ſcarf was bound about him as a girdle; 
a robe of gauze, beſpangled with filver ſtars, and 
gracefully buckled on one fide with a claſp, be- 
ſtudded with rubies, floated over his ſhoulders : 
wings.would have been added, to complete his 
transformation, had it not been, that they would 
have too much embarraſſed his motions. When, 
the old female flave had thus metamorphoſed- the 
great lumpiſh Xailoun into an angel, he was 
carried into a magnificent hall, and ſeated upon, 
a ſofa, and under a canopy, both in the higheſt 
degree ſumptuous and ſplendid. Four mirrours. 
ſtood oppoſite, to ſalute his eyes with as many re- 
flections of his own altered figure. Here he was. 
left to finiſh his naß. „„ 

On this ſame evening, the Feaſt of Flowers 
was to be celebrated within the palace; and the 
Caliph had fancied that Xailoun's transfiguration, 
might contribute to improve the gaiety of the 


feaſt. The eunuchs. were to wait till it ſhould. 
appear, from the ordinary ſymptoms, that the 


operation of the drugs, by which he had been 
laid aſleep, was at an end; and then to give a. 
ſignal to muſicians, who were placed in an ele- 
vated ſituation in the hall, in a gallery concealed, 
by gauze curtains; where the Caliph himſelf im- 
)atiently waited, to enjoy the ſigure which Xati-. 
loun was likely to make, when he ſhould be fair- 
ly awaked and rouſed by the ſounds of the muſic.. 
| al Night 
* At this ſeaſt, two lamps and a mirrour are ſ{ct before every 
Gower in the garden. It is a very ſplendid feſtival, and is cele- 
brated every Spring. : ; 
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Night came on, and ſtill Xailoun was aſleep. 
The artificial means that had been uſed to pro- 
long his ſlumbers, were ſeconded by his happy 
natural tendency that way. At laſt, he was ſeen. 
to move and ſtretch himſelf. The muſic began 
very ſoftly at firſt, but was ſoon quickened by an 
intermixture of martial ſounds; and then Xailoun 
awoke. | 
Two hundred lamps illuminated the place. 
He looked before him, and ſaw an angel in the 
looking-glaſs: he turned himſelf, and the glaſs 
behind the ſofa preſented another angel to his 
eye there. He looked firſt to the one fide, then 
to the other ; but ſtill he ſaw angels. He then 
caſt his eyes upon his hands, his feet and his 
body, and till was dazzled by all he ſaw. He 
did not ſpeak, but cried out ridiculouſly. He 
ran about through the hall, and went cloſe up to 
all the mirrors one after another; and ſtill an- 
gels ſeemed to come up to him, and kiſs him. Oh! 
oh !” cried he, and could ſay no more, ſo great 
was his aſtoniſhment. At laſt, he ſeemed to re- 
cover his wits. 1 fee all this very well,” faid 
he; “ but where am I, and what have I been 
changed into? Oh, Xailoun k Xailoun! come 
and ſee all this, that thou mayeſt tell thy wife.“ 
Then running to the mirror, "Tell me then,” 
ſaid he, . you who are ſo handſome, where is 
poor Xailoun? Hold, handſome as I am, I muſt 
weep, if J cannot fee poor Xailoun.” A. ſoft, a 
mild, a ſonorous voice now {poke from the gal- 
lery. © Seek no longer for that Xailoun, whom 
thou once kneweſt, and whom his -wife uſed to 
beat; thou art he; thou didſt defire to be chang- 
ed, and changed thou art.“ —“ And who are 
thoſe handſome youths about the hall, who come 


up. 
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up to me when I go towards them; who kiſs .. 
me, but have ſuch cold noſes; who ſpeak, and I 
cannot hear them?“ "Theſe are thy pictures, 
who preſent themſelves to thee in the looking- 
glaſs. Haſt thou never ſeen thyſelf in a mirror 
before? ““ Oh! yes; but I never ſaw more 
than one picture of myſelf at a time; but I ſee 
them every where now, and ſome of them even 
turn their backs upon me.” —** They are all thy 
own portraits, however.” —<© Well, you who 
ſpeak, tell God, who is ſo rich, to. give me all 
theſe portraits, that I may give them to my wife.” 
— “ Wouldeſt thou return to thy wife who beats 
thee ??—<© Yes; ſhe will no longer beat me, now 
that I am changed. Wouldeſt thou not re- 
main with God then?“ —““ J will remain with 
God, and with my wife: we have a child who 
is now big. I ſhall come and fay my prayers 
here five times a day.” N 

The Caliph was much amuſed with this con- 
verfation; but it was time to admit the ladies of 
his court to ſhare the pleaſure it afforded. Some 
ofhcers came in, to give Xailoun notice, that he 
was expected in the palace-gardens. He bade 
adieu to all his portraits, and they all returned 
the compliment; after which, being habituated 
to obedience, he followed thoſe who called him. 
The feſtival, at which Xailoun was invited to 
aſſiſt, was of a nature to tranſport him. By e- 
very flower, ſtood a mirror; and the portraits of 
himſelf, which he had taken farewel of in the 
hall, ſeemed to follow him hither, and to pur- 
fue him wherever he went. Four thouſand 
lamps ſtood on the ground to illuminate this. 
brilliant ſcene, and ten thouſand coloured lan- 
» terns decorated the palace upon all ſides. Xai- 


loun's. 


ARABIAN TALES. 275 


toun's firſt idea led him to think, that he was in 
. paradiſe. © Not to deceive you,” ſaid one of the 
eunuchs, “ you are only in the terreſtrial para- 
diſe here, which belongs to God's vicegerent. 
We ſhall carry you to him.“ The expreſſion, 
God's vicegerent, was what Xailoun's brain 
could not comprehend, as by his creed there was 
only one God. However, he had not time for 
heretical reflections, but immediately perceived 
the Caliph in a magnificent pavilion, ſhining in 


all the luſtre of majeſty, and ſurrounded by all 
the beauties of his Haram. 


At this ſight, Xailoun exclaimed, * O what a 
multitude of portraits!“ He was introduced 


within the circle, and all the ladies vied with 
one another in ogling him, and toying with him. 
He was diſpoſed to approach very near them. 
«© Come, kiſs me,” ſaid he, and let me feel 
whether you have your noſes as cold as the o- 

thers? Ah! you ſpeak ! Do you know me? 0 
not J finely changed? Oh! our aſs and I ſhall 
ſurprize all the neigbbours. There will be no- 


thing in the whole quarter more completely chan- 
ge ed. 29 


The Caliph's ladies were like to die with laugh- 


ing. In thals frolicſome humour, they tried to 


tempt Xailoun from his fidelity to his wife, and 


to prevail with him to remain with them. 
“ Stay,“ ſaid he; © I ſee that you are houries; 


but I am married, and am not yet dead.” —“ Do 


you really love that wife, who gives you ſo ma- 


ny drubbings ?” ſaid one of the Sultanas,—— 


„What mean you by love?“ ſaid Xailoun.— 
© Oitbha is my wiſe, and I muſt live with her. 


Is it love that makes man and wife live toge 


ther?“ 
8 The 
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The Caliph, perceiving that they had ob- 
tained almoſt all the diverſion that could be ex- 
ected from Xailoun, ordered that he ſhould 
— an excellent ſupper, and ſhould be again 


put aſleep; intending to ſend notice to Oitbha 


next day, that ſhe might come for her huſband. 
Xailoun ſupped with an hearty appetite ; for all 
the fine objects he had ſeen, had not turned his 
head with love. He was charmed with his change, 
yet was {till diſpoſed to return home. 

However, the eunuchs and other. ſlaves belong- 
ing to the ladies of the ſeraglio, prepared to a- 
muſe themſelves at the expence of this poor ſim- 
pleton, and without the Caliph's knowledge. 
No ſoouer was he aſleep, than they ſtripped him 
of his clothes, and all his ornaments ; dreſſed 
him in goat-ſkins; covered his hands with gloves, 
the fingers of which terminated in vultures claws, 


and his head with a huge borachio maſk, which 


was fitted with two large glaſs eyes, of a hery 
A : | 
When the ſlaves had thus diſguiſed poor Xai- 
loun, ſo as to render him horrible in his 
own eyes, they laid him down upon a mattreſs, 
in a dark apartment in the ground ſtorey of the 


palace, where ſuch flaves as were guilty of 


{light faults uſed to receive puniſhment : and, to 
give him light, by which he might fee what a 
ſituation he was in, they hung up two lamps to 
illuminate the dungeon, and fixed ſome mirrors 
around the walls. After arranging every thing, 
ſo as to give this new transformation its full ef- 
fect, the women and eunucks went to continue 
their feſtive amuſements in the garden, till Xai- 
loun ſhould awake; and the various entertain— 
ments.that had been provided for the Caliph and 

his 
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his ladies, continued to enliven the reſt of the 
night. When day returned, the chief eunuch 
perceived, that none of the ſervants were in their 
places. He went in ſearch of them, and found 
them enjoying the terror, tortures, and cries of 

oor Xatloun. The chief eunuch would have in- 
flicted exemplary puniſhment upon the authors 
of this piece of barbarity, but the favourite of the 
Caliph's favourite preſided over the party. _ 
If we reflect, that Xailoun had, in the ſpace 
of fourteen hours, taken two narcotic drinks; 
that he had paſſed from a viſionary view of para- 
diſe to another of hell, - the cryſtal before his eyes, 
in his latter ſituation, having repreſented all a- 
round him as in flames; that he had been tempt- 
ed to riot in all the luxuries of the table, and had 
been expoſed to all the petulance of a trouble- 
ſome crowd ; we cannot but allow, that even a 
wiſe mañ, in ſuch circumſtances, might have be- 
come a fool, 
Alas! Xailoun here, as in the miln and at 
the plough, was conſoled by one conſideration. 
From his own experience, he knew that changes, 
whether good or bad, could not be laſting. But 
while he ſaw himſelf thus metamorphoſed from 
an angel to a devil, he had a confuſed recol- 
leckion of its having been told him in the garden, 
that he was in the palace of God's vicegerent. 
From this he concluded. that he had not found 
the true God, and that this was the reaſon of his 
laſt horrible change. Ah! my God! my God!” 
cried he, “ do you yourſelf change poor Xailoun, 
ſince this your vicegerent has produced ſo miſer- 
able a change upon him!“ 


His prayer was heard that ſame inſtant. The 


_ chief eunuch ſent all the ſlaves to their different 


VOL. I. **, AA talks, 


III. = 


7. ̃ . ˙ thr enRi 
* 4 e 
— 
" 


— — 


r 


* 
+ RI SG 


*®, YL 

* 
„ 
* "A 4 


. N ä 

8 
n nnn. 

r 2 1 , — 


ß 


ee 
. — 
e 


7 
. * 


_ 
- 
2 
4 * 
1 
Rt - 
1 75 "A 
—_ - 
A 
* 3 
= 2 
49SY 
* 
5 "A * 
"= 
1 
1 
= 
_ 
. 1: 
* 4 
BY I 
7 i 
„ 1 
| od 


* — % - . 
— — * * * 28 
e ere * 
rr 
. ——” 


.. 7 on - 
an I" N 5 
r 


N a hich. — . 55 on BE! 
r IDF 


23 ARABIAN TALES. 


taſks, and made the poor man be diſengaged 
from his frightful accoutrements. He then made 
them dreſs him anew, from head to foot, in a 
manner ſuitable to his real condition in life, and 
ordered a ſine turban to be put upon his ſhaven 
head. The idiot was then conducted into an 
outer apartment of the palace, and ſerved with a 
good breakfaſt, which he eagerly devoured, mak- 
ing reflections in his own way upon the occation. 
He perceived himſelf in a mirror to be again 
changed; and, although he wanted his beard, 
and had his head covered by a large turban, he 
thought that he knew himſelf again. Ah!” 
ſaid he, © now am I changed into a young Mu- 
ſulman. My wife has already told me, that I am 
worſe than a child; however, I am not ill as I 
am; and if I had but a beard, I ſhould be very 
well pleaſed to remain ſo.” Kailoun, while he 
talked thus with himſelf, and ſat oppoſite to the 
mirror, was careful not to loſe his time, but, 
with great appetite, ate and drank all that had 
been ſet before him. 

However, the Caliph being 1 now —— 5 the 
chief eunuch had already informed him of the 
indiſcretion of the ſlaves, in which they had been 
headed by the favourite's maid. The ſovereign, 
inſtead of expreſſing himſelf angry with them, 


blamed himſelf. ** I ſer the example,” faid he, 


« and it is not ſurpriſing that the flaves ſhould 
improve upon my frolics. I have obſerved the 
man ; he has no brain, but is not deſtitute of a 
ſoul. I am curious to ſee this Oitbba, who, 
while ſhe has fo far ſubdued him by fear and blows, 
has at the ſam? time ſo thoroughly tamed him, 
that he is ſtill deſirous of returning to her. I 
ſhall try her character, as I have tried her huſ- 

band's ; 
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band's; and if I find no reaſon to be diſpleaſed 
with her, I ſhall repair the fault which I have 
committed with reſpect to them.” He immedi- 
ately ordered one of the eunuchs to bid the life- 
guard-man who had brought in Xailoun, to go 
in ſearch of Oitbha his wite: and to inform her 
of all that had paſſed in the courſe of the night. 
« If ſhe is a woman of a good character,” con- 
tinued the Caliph, as I have reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
I ſhall ſpeedily repair any wrongs 1 aN have 
committed with reſpect to her.“ 

The lifeguard-man received his orders ; ; and 
Oitbha, who was by this time uneaſy about her 
huſband, thus received notice that he was in the 
Caliph's palace. The events of the preceding 


day and night, were at the ſame time related to 


her; and ſhe was laſt of all informed, that the 
Caliph was expeCting her. Oitbha was ſufficient- 
ly quick-witted, and faw, in a moment, what 
part it behoved her to take, in order to turn to 
advantage the abuſe which had been made of her 
huſband's ſimplicity. Hitherto, ſhe had made 
herſelf comfortable within doors, but had cau- 
tiouſly concealed the fortune which ſhe had ac- 


quired. She might ſhew ſome part of it to the 


Caliph, without expoſing herſelf to any danger: 

but it muſt have been a matter of great inconve- 
nience, if any of thè cadis had been the firſt to 
ſuſpect that ſhe poſſeſſed wealth. She therefore 
- Urefled herſelf decently, took two purſes, each 
containing two thouſand pieces of gold, fixed 
them to her girdle, put on a large new veil, and 
repaired with the lifeguard-man to the palace. 
The Caliph ſat on his throne. Oitbha appeared, 


and aye herſelf before him. He bade her 


Liſe, She then uncovered her face, and ſaid, E 
„„ am 
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am ready to obey the orders of the ſovereign Prince 
of the Faithful: what is his pleaſure in reſpect to 
Oitbha, the humbleſt of his ſlaves?“ „ Oitbha,” 
{aid the Caliph, © Xailoun your huſband was brought 
to my palace yeſterday; and you have been inform- 
ed, that his extreme ſimplicity has contributed to 
the amuſement of my court. From his own con- 


feſſion, and from what has been told me by o- 


thers, I underſtand, that by his natural reſtleſſ- 
neſs, and want of judgment, he has been eyen 
in danger of death. It is not juſt; that a young 
woman like you, ſhould remain indiſſolubly unit- 
ed to a man ſo entirely deſtitute of ſenſe. I of- 

fer to annul your marriage. I am to take charge 
of your huſband myſelf, by ſending him into one 
of thoſe houſes which are appropriated to the re- 
ception and confinement of perſons, whom it is 
neceſſary to ſecure, by this means, from the con- 
ſequences of their own miſconduct, as well as to 
free ſociety from the inconveniences which it 


might ſuffer by them.” 


„O, wiſe Caliph !” ſaid Oitbha; © poor Xat- 
loun is my huſband in the fight of God, and con- 
ſequently cannot ceaſe to be fo by law. I ſhould 
be in deſpair, if he were ſnut up in any place 
where I could not continue my attentions to him. 
He is the father of my children. He is m 

crown in the fight of heaven; and the luſtre of 
my conduct muſt give it brilliancy. He does 
harm to nobody. His underſtanding is indeed 
weak; but it is my buſineſs to exert mine, in 
order to guard him from any inconveniencies he 
might ſuffer from the deficiencies of his own. 
The indolence to which he was naturally inclin- 
ed, reduced him gradually to his preſent ſtate of 
abſolute fatuity, and threatened to involve hig 


in 
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in ſome unhappy accident. I had recourſe to 
ſeverity, threats, and even blows, when I could 
not otherwiſe ſucceed. After bringing him un- 
der ſubjection, I determined to alter my conduct 
towards him, and to try whether I could not 
make him aſſume a new character in the world. 
L had kept him for ſome time with me, free from 
labour, when unluckily he efcaped, and came 
hither. How comes it, that he has not found a. 


place of ſafety even in this auguſt abode, which 


invites all the Muſulmans on the earth to ſeek 
ſecurity in your facred preſence? It happens, 
from the ſtrange ſingularity of his fortune and 
mine, againſt which I preſume to appeal to your 
majeſty's juſtice. Reſtore me Xailoun, O lage . 
Caliph! duty renders him dear to me. He is 
indeed deſtitute of judgment, but a faithful, 
harmleſs Muſulman, aud even mnocence itſelf. 

If he has unfortunately injured any perſon in, 
Bagdad, here are four thoufand pieces. of gold, 

the whole of our fortune, to make compenſation. 
bring them for his ranſom ; ; and am even ready 
to ſacrifice my own Hberty, in order to make up 
for what may be wanting to procure his.“ 

Oitbha was not handforw: but there was a 
degree of dignity in her: carriage; her CUE. 
nance was marked with expreſſion, and-with the 
freſh glow of health and youth. The Caliph was 
aſhamed of having given her reafon of complaint 
againſt him, by diverting himſelf, even for ſo thort 
a time, at the expence of her huſband's weaknefs: 
but he had always fome expedient to extricate 
himſelf from any embarraſſment in which he hap-. 
pened to fall. He whiſpered his chief eunuch,, 

who went out, and in a few moments returned 
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with a caſket under his arm, and leading in Xai> 
loun arrayed in a pellice. | 


„ 
— — — — 


5 Oitbha,” ſaid Haroun, © here is your huſ- 
band. He owes the pellice with which I have 
honoured him, to the ſentiments with which, ſuch 
as he is, he has inſpired me in his favour. I per- 
ceive that I had formed no wrong judgment of 
you, from the extraordinary attachment expreſſed 
for you by this man, whom one would think in- 
capable of feelings of attachment to any perſon. 
I take you both under my protection; and ſo 
far am I from exaCting a ranſom for. Xailoun's. 
liberty, that, there are other four thouſand ſequins,, 
which I give you in addition to thoſe you ſeem: 
willing to ſacrifice.” bs ONE 

The firſt object Xailoun ſaw when he came 
in, was his wife. He excuſed. himſelf for his laſt: 

_ elopement, ſhewed her his. pellice, and ſaid, 

* Changed !. changed! much better changed!“ 
He then ſaw the Caliph : © Ah! claws ! horns + 

Lord God Vicegerent l“ and then tried to hide 
himſelf behind his wife. Oitbha bowed. reſpet=2 JF 
fully, and received the caſket, containing the Ca- $ 
liph's preſent, from the hands of the eunuch : 

ſhe put likewiſe into it the four purſes which ſhe- 

had brought with her; gave the whole to Xat- 

loun, ſaluted him, and retired.. | 
The four thouſand pieces which ſhe had thus: 
received, were but a trifling addition to the im- 
menſe fortune which ſhe before poſſeſſed; but. 
they afforded a good pretext upon which ſhe 
might openly enjoy what ſhe had. The Caliph 
had given her four thouſand ſequins; and, with- 
in an hour after, it was circulated through Bag- 
dad, that he had given her a coffer full of money. 
| | Qitbha, 
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Oitbha, as ſhe went to the palace, had obſerv- 
ed that there was a good looking houſe to be ſold 
near the great ſquare. She went in, on her way 
back, ſtruck a bargain for it before ſhe came out, 
and brought with her the keys. 

She then returned home, and began with put- 
ing the two ſacks which contained her fortune 
upon the back of the aſs. She then led her her- 
ſelf to the new houſe, being, for ſecrecy's ſake, 
accompanied by none but Xailoun. For other 
matters, ſuch as the conveyance of her furniture, 
ſhe employed the ordinary porters z and, by the 


evening, ſhe was in full poſſeſſion of the houſe 


which ſhe had bought. A rich merchant had 


lived in it before, and had not yet disfurniſhed it. 


It was already known in the quarter of the town 
which ſhe had left, that the Caliph had given her 
a caſket full of gold. 

Oitbha made no bad uſe of her riches, but 
bought next day a very good mule with a couple 
of bags. On the day after, ſhe propoſed to Xai- 
loun to mount the mule, and go with her to his 


couſin's houſe. It will 2 e ſuppoſed that 
Xailoun had no objection to t 


ruins. The kardouon, Xailoun's adopted couſin, 
happened to be preciſely upon the heap of ſtones 
which covered the entrance into the cave. When 
he ſaw the cattle and the riders approach, he hid 


himſelt ; but Xailoun. ſaw him, and cried, “ Ahl 


onder is our couſin.” —“ Let us. go into his 
houſe,” ſaid Oitbha : “ We muſt have ſome food 
for theſe poor beaſts : Come, Xailoun, let us re- 
move the ſtones, and enter.“ Xailoun wrought 
with courage, till all was cleared away to the 
trap-door 


e making of this. 
viſit. Oitbha mounted. the aſs, and Xailoun fol- 


| lowed her on the mule. They arrived at the 
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trap-door and the ring. Theſe were immediately 
removed, and the entrance into the cavern laid 
open. Oitbha had brought with her materials 
for ſtriking a light. She entered the cave, and 
found in it a quantity of precious veſſels, which 
were uſeleſs to her. 

«© What doſt thou ſeek ?“ ſaid Nailoun.ä—“ J 
am ſeeking our couſin. But he is not here. 
Let us take fome of his carrots.” So faying, ſhe 
advanced to the urns which contained the gold, 
filled the four ſacks, and made Xailoun bear 
them out, and lay them upon their cattle which 
ſtood at the entrance of the cavern.” —*© Come,” 
ſaid ſhe, © let us ſhut the gate, and be gone; 
in the afternoon, we thall return to ſee whether 
your couſin may then receive as with more dif- 
eretion.“ Then, after throwing ſome ſtones up- 
on the trap-door, the returned towards her own. 
Mouſe. | ; T5 

After dinner, ſhe viſited it again, and emptied 
all the urns-of the money. She then made Xai- 
loun put the trap-door in its place, covered it 
with as many ſtones as poſtible, and then ſet out 
again to Bagdad. She had ſtill left in the cavern 
great riches, in precious veſſels; of this ſhe might 
one day reveal the ſecret to her children; but 
ſhe thought them ſuperfiuous for the preſent. 

When Oitbha ſaw herſelf fairly ſettled in her 
own houſe, and found the public opinion of ber 
fortune grounded upon the protection and largeſ- 
ſes of the Caliph, the then ſet herſelf to give 
Xailoun as much enjoyment of it as poſſible. 
The number of her children was increaſing ; 
they might one day have to bluſh for their idiot 
father. It was therefore requiſite to prevent 
him from committing any acts in public, which 

: might 
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might betray his weakneſs of mind, and even to 
give acolouring to thoſe of his follies which could 
not be concealed. She firſt bought flaves, to 
ſerve herſelf and her children: but ſhe was par- 
ticularly attentive in examining the qualities of 
thoſe who were to be placed about Xailoun. 
She could hardly find ſuch as ſhe wanted. At 
laſt, ſhe found two, of mature age, poſſeſſing 
good ſenſe, and, in a word, ſuch as ſhe could 
_ truſt. They were to carry out Xailoun to walk 
wherever he pleaſed. He was fond of viſiting 
the ruins, and of converſing with the kardouon 
which he had formerly met there. His attend- 
ants had orders not to contradidt him. But 
whenever he attempted to remoye the pile of 
| ſtones, in order to enter his couſin's houſe, as 
he called it, he was then forbidden, and told, 
that Oitbba would be angry, In the very firſt days 
of Xailoun's enjoying this liberty, he rode out te 
the ruins upon his mule. When there, he want- 
ed to viſit his couſin, and to take ſome of his 
carrots; but upon being barely told, that Oitbha 
would be angry, he was ſatisfied, and withdrew. 
His attendants alſo hindered him from ſtrolling 
idly about. If he conceived a curioſity for any 
particular object, they went and brought it to 
him, deſcribed its uſe; and, if. he had a fancy 
for it, bought it to gratify him. If there was any 
thing very extravagant in the caſe, all was put 
an end to, by telling him, that O:tbha would be 
angry. 1 

There was no more talk in Bagdad concerning 
his rambles. Oitbha had perſuaded him, that 
he was abſolutely changed, and had no farther 
vey of being ſo, but behoved only to be obe- 
dient. i 


In 
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In the mean time, one of the moſt conſider- 
able merchants in Bagdad, who was Oitbha's 
neighbour, ſuffered great loſſes in trade, and 
particularly one at ſea, which gave his credit a 
ſhock. He had no money; Oitbha underſtood 
To much, and went to wait upon him. You 
debate, ſaid ſhe, „ with kindneſs and humani- 

ty to good Xailoun, my huſband, every time you 
have occaſion to fee him. I think myſelf much 
obliged to you. You are a worthy man ; and as 
I underſtand that you have met with misfortunes, 
I beg leave to offer you the uſe of ten thouſand 
Tequins, for which you may fend immediately to 
my houſe. I require no other intereſt for the 
loan, unleſs the pleaſure which 1 have in oblig- 
ing fo worthy a man as you are,” 

The merchant gratefully accepted ſo kind an 
offer, paid his bills, re-eſtabliſhed and enlarged 
his credit and fortune. He told his beſt friends 
of Oitbha's generoſity; and this good action 
ſoon became public. No ſooner was it known, 
that a reſource of this kind might be obtained 
upon occaſion, by treating Xailoun kindly, than 
all the world ſtrove who ſhould treat him beſt. 
The flaves who led him about, could hardly 
withdraw him from the conſtant demonſtrations 
of friend{hip with which he was loaded, when- 
ever he walked abroad; but they would never 
ſuffer him to accept any thing from whoever of- 
fered it. 

Oitbha having been repaid by the firſt mer- 
chant whom ſhe had affiſted, had occaſion to 
deal in the fame manner with three others. 
One of theſe failed in his engagements; but his 
feilure gave not the leaſt uneaſineſs to Oitbha 
She received marks of reſpect in all the ftreets 
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of Bagdad, and was thought to be very exten- 


lively concerned in trade. From this time, ſhe 
could ſafely make an open diſplay of her wealth, 


and riſk loſſes. 


Xailoun's table was excellent. The Caliph's 
officers came ſometimes to eat with him; and he 
now uttered ſcarcely any more of his former ab- 
ſurdities; for the two flaves who attended, either 
ſuggeſted to him a reply, or made one for him. 
At laſt, he 1mproved fo far (a thing not fo hard 


as may be imagined, when one does not imper- 


tinently intrude one's ſelf. into converſation) that 
he could bear his own ſhare, in talking with his 
company, as well as another. 

Oitbha lived happily with Xailoun, gave a 


good education to her children, ſetled them ad- 


vantageoufly in Bagdad, and continued to draw 


the admiration and good-will of the public, by 
her beneficence, till the time of her death, which 
followed ſoon after her huſband's, and Was a 


ſubject of grief to all who knew her. 


« Well, ſiſter,” ſaid Dinarzade, when ſhe had 
ended the ſtory of Xailoun, © we have not in- 
terrupted you in your tale; and yet it contains a 
great deal of low ſtuff. But you have ſuggeſted 
one idea to us, which cannot be abſolutely as you 
repreſent it. Your ſtory ſeems to hint, that if 
Oitbha's huſband had been a man of better ſenſe, 
he could never have made his fortune, and ſtill 
leſs could his wife have made him enjoy the 
wealth which chance threw into their hands. 
This reflection would lead one to think, that 
there is in all wings, even in ſtupidity, a cer- 
tain deſirable point of perfection. You have, 
beſides, carried us about through Bagdad; ſo 


that 
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that we are ſomewhat fatigued, and have been 
fometimes in danger of being ſuffocated among 
the crowd. Tou ſurely, therefore, owe ſome 
ſort of compenſation to us,—as well as to your 
hero and mine, Caliph Haroun Alraſchid. - You 


| Have ſhewn him in a light not the moſt advanta- 


geous. Till you can recollect ſome other of the 
incidents of his youth or middle life ; relate, 
if you pleafe, the adventures of the Princeſs 
Ilſetilſone his daughter, and Simouſtapha. We 
mall in theſe ſee the ſetting radiance. of that ſun 

of juſtice, {till diſtinguiſhed by all thoſe illuſtri- 
ous qualities which adorned his earlieſt days, and: 
ſhone with full ſplendour through his middle 
fe.“ —“ Siſter,” replied Scheherazade, „the 
Rory is long; and I will not put your patience, 
and my Lord the Sultan's, to ſuch a trial, with- 
out receiving his orders.” Schahriar with plea- 
fure commanded ; and the fair Sultana proceeds 


ad as follows. | 
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